F L ORTIDA H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

BILL ORIGINAL YEAR

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to the Fish and Wildlife Conservation
3 Commission; amending s. 320.08058, F.S.; revising

4 requirements for the distribution of the Florida

5 panther license plate annual use fee; amending s.

6 379.208, F.S.; revising provisions for the use of

7 funds provided to the Marine Resources Conservation

8 Trust Fund; authorizing the use of funds from vessel

9 registration fees for specified purposes; eliminating
10 a requirement for the carryover and distribution of

11 certain funds; amending s. 379.2342, F.S.; eliminating
12 requirements relating to the publication of the

13 Florida Wildlife Magazine; eliminating provisions

14 relating to the creation of the Florida Wildlife

15 Magazine Advisory Council; amending s. 379.3581, F.S.;
16 deleting the one-year limitation on the mentoring

17 exemption, which would allow persons to hunt without
18 taking a hunter safety course with a licensed hunter
19 21 years or older, for more than one year; amending s.
20 379.366, F.S.; reducing the fee amount for a soft-
21 shell blue crab endorsement; amending s. 380.511,
22 F.S.; revising a cross-reference to conform to changes
23 made by the act; amending s. 921.0022, F.S.;
24 recalculating spiny lobster trap violations as a Level
25 5 violation; providing an effective date.
26
27 Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
28
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29 Section 1. Paragraph (b) of subsection (5) of section

30 320.08058, Florida Statutes, i1s amended to read:

31 320.08058 Specialty license plates.—

32 (5) FLORIDA PANTHER LICENSE PLATES.—

33 (b) The department——shall distribute—+the Florida panther
34 license plate annual use fee in—thefollowing manner:

35 * Eighty—five—pereent must be deposited in the Florida

36 Panther Research and Management Trust Fund in the Fish and

37| Wildlife Conservation Commission to be used for education and

38| programs to protect the endangered Florida panther, and up to 10
39| percent of such deposit may be used to promote and market the

40 license plate.

41 22— P freen ocorcent Pyt ao less +thaa $300 000 wust pe

42| depositted—in—+the Florida Communities Trust—tund+teobeused

43| porsusrt—to—the Floride Commuanities Trast—Pfets

44 Section 2. Subsection (3) of section 379.208, Florida

45 Statutes, is amended to read:

46 379.208 Marine Resources Conservation Trust Fund;

477 purposes.—

48 (3) Funds provided to the Marine Resources Conservation

49 Trust Fund from vessel registration fees pursuant to s. 328.76

50| may taxes—distributed—under—s+—261-3+5——shatd be used for the

51 following purposes:

52 (a) To reimburse the cost of activities authorized

53| pursuant to the Fish and Wildlife Service of the United States
54 Department of the Interior. The facilities must be involved in
55| the actual rescue and full-time acute care veterinarian-based

56 rehabilitation of manatees. The cost of activities includes, but
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57 is not limited to, costs associated with expansion, capital

58 outlay, repair, maintenance, and operation related to the

59 rescue, treatment, stabilization, maintenance, release, and

60| monitoring of manatees. Moneys distributed through the

61 contractual agreement to each facility for manatee

62 rehabilitation must be proportionate to the number of manatees
63| under acute care rehabilitation; the number of maintenance days
64| medically necessary in the facility; and the number released

65| during the previous fiscal year. The commission may set a cap on
66| the total amount reimbursed per manatee per year.

67 (b) For training on the care, treatment, and

68 rehabilitation of marine mammals at the Whitney Laboratory and

69| the College of Veterinary Medicine at the University of Florida.

70 (c) For program administration costs of the agency.
71 +eh—Fundsrnet—distributed S any +—fisecatl —year must—be
72 carried—over—fordistributieonin subseguent—years-

73 Section 3. Present subsections (3) through (7) of section
74 379.2342, Florida Statutes, are renumbered as subsections (2)

75 through (6), respectively, and subsection (2) of that section is
76 amended, to read:

77 379.2342 Private publication agreements; advertising;

78 costs of production.—
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142
143
144
145
146
147
148
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149| eouneil members—shall serve—at—+the pleasure—of +the commission=
150 Section 4. Paragraph (b) of subsection (2) of section

151 379.3581, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

152 379.3581 Hunter safety course; requirements; penalty.—
153 (2)
154 (b) A person born on or after June 1, 1975, who has not

155 successfully completed a hunter safety course may apply to the
156 commission for a special authorization to hunt under

157 supervision. The special authorization for supervised hunting
158 shall be designated on any license or permit required under this

159 chapter for a person to take game or fur-bearing animals and

160 aho11 I T I I = O N BT NP S, [, IS U RPN

[N 2 NN Ny & R Ep iy T8 AVl & N i B W § [ S N N N e T 1 CIITTATIT - _Y\_,(_/LJ_. Fany g_)t/\_,\_/_l_u_l_ O CI T O T 2T C1ITUlT
161 N R I SN UG LU U Y L A oo I AN - + + 1
[ S N QutJCJ_V_LQC\J_ Llulll—_Lll\j ulu._y TToOCT 1T T oo O T TU IO 1T CITITTIT A i S P ey ey T

162| person—apptying—Ffeor suvehavthorizatieon. A person issued a

163 license with a special authorization to hunt under supervision
164| must hunt under the supervision of, and in the presence of, a
165| person 21 years or age or older who is licensed to hunt pursuant
166| to s. 379.354 or who is exempt from licensing requirements or

167| eligible for a free license pursuant to s. 379.353.
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168 Section 5. Effective beginning with the 2012-2013 blue
169 crab license year, paragraph (a) of subsection (3) of section

170 379.366, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

171 379.366 Blue crab; regulation.—
172 (3) (a) Endorsement fees.—
173 1. The fee for a hard-shell blue crab endorsement for the

174 taking of hard-shell blue crabs, as authorized by rule of the
175| commission, 1is $125, $25 of which must be used solely for the
176 trap retrieval program authorized under s. 379.2424 and in

177 commission rules.

178 2. The fee for a soft-shell blue crab endorsement for the
179 taking of soft-shell blue crabs, as authorized by rule of the
180 commission, 1is $125 $256, $25 of which must be used solely for
181 the trap retrieval program authorized under s. 379.2424 and in
182 commission rules.

183 3. The fee for a nontransferable hard-shell blue crab

184 endorsement for the taking of hard-shell blue crabs, as

185 authorized by rule of the commission, is $125, $25 of which must
186| be used solely for the trap retrieval program authorized under
187 s. 379.2424 and in commission rules.

188 4. The fee for an incidental take blue crab endorsement
189 for the taking of blue crabs as bycatch in shrimp trawls and
190 stone crab traps is $25, as authorized in commission rules.

191 Section 6. Paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of section

192 380.511, Florida Statutes, i1s amended to read:

193 380.511 Florida Communities Trust Fund.—

194 (1) There is created the Florida Communities Trust Fund as
195 a nonlapsing, revolving fund for projects, activities,
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196 acquisitions, and operating expenses necessary to carry out this
197| part. The fund shall be held and administered by the trust. The
198 following shall be credited to or deposited in the Florida

199 Communities Trust Fund:

200 +er—Proceceds—fromthe sateof envirornmental ticense—pltates
201 ENEER i AANE O 2= B IR~ 29N NAQAEQ (B

OO CITO LT T 2T S Y [y JL.U-UUU\JU\\J[-
202

203| All moneys so deposited into the Florida Communities Trust Fund
204 shall be trust funds for the uses and purposes set forth in this
205 section, within the meaning of s. 215.32(1) (b); and such moneys
206 shall not become or be commingled with the General Revenue Fund
207 of the state, as defined by s. 215.32(1) (a).

208 Section 7. Paragraph (e) of subsection (3) of section

209 921.0022, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

210 921.0022 Criminal Punishment Code; offense severity

211 ranking chart.—

212 (3) OFFENSE SEVERITY RANKING CHART
213 (e) LEVEL 5
214
Florida Felony
Statute Degree Description
215
316.027 (1) (a) 3rd Accidents involving personal

injuries, failure to stop;
leaving scene.

216
316.1935(4) (a) 2nd Aggravated fleeing or eluding.
217
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322.34(06) 3rd Careless operation of motor
vehicle with suspended license,
resulting in death or serious
bodily injury.

218

327.30(5) 3rd Vessel accidents involving
personal injury; leaving scene.

219

379.367(4) (a) 3rd Willful molestation by any

person of a commercial

harvester’s spiny lobster trap,

line or buoy.

379.367(c) 3 3*d Willful molestation, possession

of or removal of another

commercial harvester’s trap

contents or trap gear.

220

221 Section 8. Except as otherwise expressly provided in this

222 act, this act shall take effect July 1, 2012.
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