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FLORIDA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Rules & Calendar Committee

Rulemaking Oversight & Repeal Subcommittee

Will Weatherford
Speaker

AGENDA
Monday, April 1, 2013
4:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Room 306 House Office Building

• Opening Remarks by Vice Chair Nunez

• Roll Call by Sonja Powell, CAA

• Announcements

• Consideration of the following bill(s):

John Tobia
Chair

o HB 7113 Total Maximum Daily Loads by Agriculture & Natural Resources
Subcommittee, Caldwell

o HB 7115 Numeric Nutrient Criteria by State Mfairs Committee, Raburn

• Consideration of the following proposed committee bill(s):

o PCB RORS 13-02 -- Ratification of Rules

• Closing Remarks

• Meeting Adjourned
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SUMMARY ANALYSIS

Under the federal Clean Water Act (CWA), states are required to adopt water quality standards (WaS) for their
navigable waters, and to review and update those standards at least every three years. These standards must
include:

• Designation of a waterbody's beneficial uses, such as water supply, recreation, fish propagation, or
navigation;

• Water quality criteria that define the amounts of pollutants, in either numeric or narrative form, that the
waterbody can contain without impairment of the designated beneficial uses; and

• Anti-degradation requirements.

When a waterbody is unable to maintain its was, it is designated as impaired. In such a situation, the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) or the state must set a total maximum daily load (TMDL) establishing
the maximum amount of a given pollutant the waterbody can accept while still meeting was associated with
its designated use. In Florida, the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) is granted the authority to
establish TMDLs via the Watershed Restoration Act of 1999.

The Florida Administrative Procedure Act (APA) requires state agencies to assess whether a Statement of
Estimated Regulatory Cost (SERC) must be prepared in conjunction with the promulgation of an administrative
rule, such as the establishment of a TMDL for an impaired waterbody. The preparation of a SERC is required
if a proposed rule will have an adverse impact on small business, or if it is likely to directly or indirectly increase
regulatory costs by more than $200,000 within one year of implementation. If the SERC analysis indicates the
rule is likely to have a specific economic impact exceeding $1 million aggregated in the first five years from
implementation, then the rule must be ratified by the Legislature before going into effect. The APA reqUires that
the rule be submitted to the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives no later
than 30 days prior to the next regular legislative session, and the rule may not take effect until it is ratified by
the Legislature.

The bill amends current law to exempt rules establishing TMDLs from the legislative ratification requirement in
the APA.

The bill does not appear to have a fiscal impact on state or local governments.

This document does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill sponsor or House of Representatives.
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FULL ANALYSIS

I. SUBSTANTIVE ANALYSIS

A, EFFECT OF PROPOSED CHANGES:

Present Situation

The Federal Clean Water Act (CWA)

The federal Clean Water Act (CWA)1was enacted in 1972 in order to "restore and maintain the
chemical, physical, and biological integrity of the Nation's waters."2 Under the CWA states are required
to adopt water quality standards (WQS) for waterbodies within their respective jurisdictions and to
review and update those standards at least every three years. These standards must include:

• Designation of a waterbody's beneficial uses, such as water supply, recreation, fish
propagation, or navigation;

• Water quality criteria that define the amounts of pollutants, in either numeric or narrative form,
that the waterbody can contain without impairment of the designated beneficial uses; and

• Anti-degradation requirements.3

Under the CWA states have primary authority to set WQS for waterbodies in their respective
jurisdictions that are reviewable by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).4 If at any time EPA
determines a revised or new standard is necessary to meet the requirements of the CWA, the EPA
Administrator is authorized to adopt a revised WQS.5 Moreover, the CWA requires EPA to set WQS for
any waterbody where a state fails to do SO.6

The CWA focuses primarily on point sources of water pollution.? Point source pollution can be defined
generally as any human-controlled "discernible, confined, and discrete" conveyance of a pollutant into
waters subject to the CWA,8 The CWA directly regulates point source pollution via the National
Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permitting process.9 The NPDES program prohibits
the discharge of pollutants from a point source into navigable waters10 except as provided for in an
NPDES permit. 11 In practice, the NPDES method of regulation can be best visualized as "end-of-the­
pipe" controls that clean up waste water before it is discharged into a waterbody. The primary focus of
the NPDES permitting program is municipal (Publicly Owned Treatment Works) and non-municipal
(industrial) direct dischargers, and the primary mechanism for controlling discharges of pollutants to
receiVing waters is establishing effluent limitations. 12 NPDES permits require a point source to meet

133 U.S.c. s. 1251, et seq.
233 U.S.C. s. 1251.
333 U.S.C. ss. 1251(b), 1313(c)(2)(A).
433 U.S.c. s. 1313(a).
533 U.S.C. s. 1313(c)(4)(B).
6 33 U.S.c. s. 1313(b)(I )(A).
7 The CWA defines "pollution" as "the manmade or man-induced alteration ofthe chemical, physical, biological, and radiological
integrity of water." 33 U.S.C. ss. 1362(19).
833 U.S.C. s. 1362(14). "The term 'point source' means any discernible, confined and discrete conveyance, including but not limited
to any pipe, ditch, channel, tunnel, conduit, well, discrete fissure, container, rolling stock, concentrated animal feeding operation, or
vessel or other floating craft, from which pollutants are or may be discharged. This term does not include agricultural stormwater
discharges and return flows from irrigated agriculture." Courts have held that human beings themselves are not point sources under
the CWA. See u.s. v. Plaza Health Labs, 3 F.3d 643 (2d. Cir. 1993). As shown, the CWA also established exceptions whereby certain
agricultural activities are not considered point sources.
933 U.S.C. s. 1342.
10 For purposes of the CWA, "The term 'navigable waters' means the waters of the United States, including the territorial seas." 33
~.S.C. s. 1362(7). See also Rapanos v. United States, 547 U.S. 715, 126 S. Ct. 2008, 165 L. Ed. 2d 159 (2006); 40 C.F.R. s. 230.3(s).

33 U.S.c. s. 1342.
12 "'(E)ffluent limitation' means any restriction established by a State or the Administrator on quantities, rates, and concentrations
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established effluent limits, which are based on applicable technology-based and water quality-based
standards. The intent of technology-based effluent limits in NPDES permits is to require a minimum
level of treatment of pollutants for point source discharges based on the best available control
technologies, while allowing the discharger to use any available control technique to meet the limits.

On the other hand, non-point source pollution encompasses all forms of water pollution not classified
as point source, such as stormwater runoff. Regulation of nonpoint source pollution typically relies on
controls -- such as best management practices -- that directly impact how the land itself is used. Except
in limited situations, nonpoint sources are not regulated by the CWA, but states do require nonpoint
sources to reduce their pollution, especially when a waterbody is impaired. For example, Florida
requires nonpoint sources to implement best management practices in order for an impaired waterbody
to achieve the requisite was pursuant to a Basin Management Action Plan. 13

When the NPDES system is inadequate for a waterbody to maintain its was, the waterbody is
designated as "impaired.,,14 A particular segment of a waterbody may be designated as impaired as
well. For a waterbody or segment designated as impaired, the CWA requires that EPA or the state set
a total maximum daily load (TMDL), which establishes the maximum amount of a given pollutant the
waterbody can accept while still meeting water quality standards associated with its designated use.15

The purpose of a TMDL "is to provide a basis for allocating acceptable loads among all of the known
pollutant sources in a watershed so that appropriate control measures can be implemented and water
quality standards achieved.,,16 A TMDL thus takes into account both point source and non-point source
pollution. Once established, a TMDL can affect the NPDES permit limitations for point sources
discharging into the waterbody or segment. Moreover, a TMDL must account for "seasonal variations
and a margin of safety which takes into account any lack of knowledge concerning the relationship
between effluent limitations and water quality.,,17

TMDL RULEMAKING IN FLORIDA

The Florida Watershed Restoration Act18 created the process for establishing TMDLs in Florida. 19 The
Florida Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) periodically must submit to EPA a list of
waterbodies or segments for which TMDL assessments will be conducted.20 Pursuant to a methodology
adopted by rule, DEP conducts separate TMDL assessments on each listed waterbody.211f the
assessments show that a particular waterbody is not meeting its was, DEP must then add that
waterbody to an updated list of those waterbodies requiring calculation of a TMDL.22

Each TMDL is calculated through a process detailed in statute. Before calculating a TMDL DEP must
confer with all entities that will be affected by the proposed TMDL, including local governments, to
determine all information, data collection methodologies, and quality controls necessary for proper
calculation.23 Separate TMDL calculations are developed for each waterbody on the updated list and

of chemical, physical, biological, and other constituents which are discharged from point sources into navigable waters, the waters of
the contiguous zone, or the ocean, including schedules ofcompliance." 33 U.S.C. s. 1362(1 1).
13 Section 403.067(7), F.S.
14

33 U.S.C. s. 1313(d)(1)(A). Rule 62-303.200(7), FAR., states: '''Impaired water' shall mean a waterbody or waterbody segment
that does not meet its applicable water quality standards as set forth in Chapters 62-302 and 62-4, F.A.C., as determined by the
~ethodology in Part IV of this chapter, due in whole or in part to discharges of pollutants from point or nonpoint sources."

33 U.S.C. s. 1313(d)(I)(C)..
16 Florida Dept. of Environmental Protection, "Total Maximum Daily Load for Iron for Hatchet Creek, Alachua County, Florida," Pg.
7, under "Final TMDL Documents/Group 1 Basins/Oklawaha River Basin" at http://www.dep.state.fl.us/water/tmdl/finaltmdI.htm.
accessed 3/28/2013. -
17 33 U.S.C. s. 1313(d)(I)(C).
18 Ch. 99-223, Laws of Florida.
19 Section 403.067, F.S.
20 Section 403.067(2), F.S.
21 Section 403.067(3), F.S.
22 Section 403.067(4),F.S.
23 Section 403.067(6)(a) 1., F.S.
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must set the amount of a pollutant that a waterbody "may receive from all sources without exceeding
water quality standards."24 The TMDL calculation must also establish "reasonable and equitable
allocations of the (TMDL)" among all point and nonpoint sources in order to attain reductions in the
pollutant necessary to meet the WQS for that particular pollutant.25 The resulting TMDL calculations
and allocations (together with supporting information) are published as a report accessible on the DEP
website,26 are adopted through the rulemaking process of the APA,27 and are promulgated under one
chapter of DEP's rules.28

Florida Wildlife Federation, Inc. v. Browner

In 1998 several environmental groups s~ed to compel EPA to establish TMDLs for Florida's impaired
waterbodies, alleging Florida had made inadequate progress in implementing TMDLs and the EPA was
compelled to act.29 As discussed above, although states have the primary responsibility for
implementing the CWA, the Act requires EPA to take action where states fail to do so. The litigation
culminated in a consent decree requirin~ EPA to establish TMDLs for 710 waterbody segments
identified as impaired if Florida did not.3 The consent decree also established a timetable for EPA's
compliance. The EPA was to propose TMDLs proposed according to an annual reporting schedule over
the course of a 13 year period. As a result, the EPA separately required Florida to establish TMDLs by
September 30th of each year for specifically identified waterbodies. If the state failed to do so, the EPA
was required to set any remaining TMDLs within a "reasonable time." 2013 is the last year for which the
timing requirements described above remain in effect under the consent decree.31

Legislative Rule Ratification Requirement

A rule is an agency statement of general applicability that interprets, implements, or prescribes law or
policy, including the procedure and practice requirements of an agency as well as certain types of
forms.32 Rulemaking authority is delegated by the Legislature33 through statute and authorizes an
agency to "adopt, develop, establish, or otherwise create,,34 a rule. Agencies do not have discretion
whether to engage in rulemaking. 35 To adopt a rule an agency must have a general grant of authority
to implement a specific law by rulemaking.36 The grant of rulemaking authority itself need not be
detailed.37 The specific statute being interpreted or implemented through rulemaking must provide
specific standards and guidelines to preclude the administrative agency from exercising unbridled
discretion in creating policy or applying the law.38

An agency begins the formal rulemaking process by filing a notice of the proposed rule.39 The notice is
published by the Department of State in the Florida Administrative Register40 and must provide certain

24 Section 403.067(a)2., F.S. No TMDL is required ifthe waterbody is determined to be impaired solely from factors other than point
or nonpoint sources.
25 Section 403.067(6)(b), F.S., which provides a detailed direction of the factors to be considered in this allocation.
26 http://www.dep.state.tl.us/water/tmdl/index.htm. accessed 3/28/2013.
27 Section 403.067(6)(c), F.S. The APA is codified as Ch. 120, F.S.
28 Chapter 62-304, F.A.C.
29 Florida Wildlife Federation, Inc. v. Browner, Case No. 98-356 (N.D. Fla.). Similar suits were brought in 38 other states.
30 Consent Decree, Florida Wildlife Federation, Inc. v. Browner, Case No. 98-356 (N.D. Fla. July 1999).
31 Id at Exhibit A.
32 Section 120.52(16); Florida Department ofFinancial Services v. Capital Collateral Regional Counsel-Middle Region, 969 So. 2d
527,530 (Fla. 1st DCA 2007).
33 Southwest Florida Water Management District v. Save the Manatee Club, Inc., 773 So. 2d 594 (Fla. 1st DCA 2000).
34 Section 120.52(17).
35 Section 120.54(1)(a), F.S.
36 Section 120.52(8) & s. 120.536(1), F.S.
37 Save the Manatee Club, Inc., supra at 599.
38 Sloban v. Florida Board ofPharmacy, 982 So. 2d 26, 29-30 (Fla. 1st DCA 2008); Board ofTrustees ofthe Internal Improvement
Trust Fund v. Day Cruise Association, Inc., 794 So. 2d 696, 704 (Fla. 1st DCA 2001).
39 Section 120.54(3)(a)l, F.S..
40 Section 120.55(1)(b)2, F.S.
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information, including the text of the proposed rule, a summary of the agency's statement of estimated
regulatory costs (SERC) if one is prepared,41 and how a party may request a public hearing on the
proposed rule. The SERC must include an economic analysis projecting a proposed rule's adverse
effect on specified aspects of the state's economy or increase in regulatory costS.42

The economic analysis mandated for each SERC must analyze a rule's potential impact over the 5 year
period from when the rule goes into effect. First is the rule's likely adverse impact on economic growth,
private-sector job creation or employment, or private-sector investment.43 Next is the likely adverse
impact on business competitiveness,44 productivity, or innovation.45 Finally, the analysis must discuss
whether the rule is likely to increase regulatory costs, including any transactional costS.46 If the
analysis shows the projected impact of the proposed rule in anyone of these areas will exceed $1
million in the aggregate for the 5 year period, the rule cannot go into effect until ratified by the
Legislature pursuant to s. 120.541 (3), F.S.

Present law distinguishes between a rule being "adopted" and becoming enforceable or "effective.,,47 A
rule must be filed for adoption before it may go into effect48 and cannot be filed for adoption until
completion of the rulemaking process.49 A rule projected to have a specific economic impact exceeding
$1 million in the aggregate over 5 years50 must be ratified by the Legislature before going into effect. 51

As a rule submitted under s. 120.541(3), F.S., becomes effective if ratified by the Legislature, a rule
must be filed for adoption before being submitted for legislative ratification.

As part of the administrative rulemaking process, DEP's Division of Environmental Assessment and
Restoration·(DEAR) conducts an assessment of whether a SERC must be prepared in conjunction with
the promulgation of an administrative rule, such as establishing a TMDL for an impaired waterbody. If a
SERC is required, the Bureau of Watershed Restoration then conducts a multi-step economic analysis
of the regulatory costs anticipated to be incurred were the rule to be adopted.52

In all cases where DEAR prepares a SERC, the economic analysis is designed to determine whether
the impact of the rule will result in regulatory costs exceeding one million dollars over the first five years
of implementation.53 DEAR also includes the following information in SERC estrmates for a proposetl
rule: the number of individuals and entities likely required to comply with the proposed rule; the
enforcement cost to the agency; the effect on local revenues; and associated transactional costS.54

41 Preparation ofa SERC is required if the proposed rule will have an adverse impact on small business or if the proposed rule is likely
to directly or indirectly increase regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 within one year of implementation of the rule. Alternatively,
preparation of a SERC is triggered when a substantially affected person submits a good faith written proposal for a lower cost
regulatory alternative which substantially accomplishes the objectives of the law being implemented. Section l20.541(1)(a), (b), F.S.
42 Section 120.541(2)(a), F.S.
43 Section 120.541 (2)(a) 1., F.S.
44 Including the ability ofthose doing business in Florida to compete with those doing business in other states or domestic markets.
45 Section 120.541(2)(a) 2., F.S.
46 Section 120.541 (2)(a) 3., F.S.
47 Section l20.54(3)(e)6. Before a rule becomes enforceable, thus "effective," the agency first must complete the rulemaking process
and file the rule for adoption with the Department of State.
48 Section 120.54(3)(e)6, F.S.
49 Section 120.54(3)(e), F.S.
50 Section 120.541(2)(a), F.S.
51 Section 120.541(3), F.S.
52 If there are no NPDES municipal separate storm sewer system permit holders and no NPDES industrial or domestic wastewater
facilities within the area affected by the rule, there is no expectation that small businesses will be adversely affected or that regulatory
costs will be increased by $200,000 in the first year ofTMDL implementation and a SERC is not prepared (absent the submission ofa
lower cost regulatory alternative by a substantially affected person). However, the SERC development checklist provided by the
Governor's Office of Fiscal Accountability and Regulatory Reform (OFARR) still will be completed and must be approved
(signed/dated) by the Secretary ofDEP, indicating that no SERC was necessary for that rule. Ifa SERC is prepared, the SERC
~fecklist will acknowledge that a SERC is needed and the Secretary ofDEP will approve (sign/date) the checklist to indicate such.

Sec. 120.541(2), F.S.
54 Sec. 120.541(2)(a)(1)-(3), Fla. Stat.
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In summary, before a proposed TMDL goes into effect, DEP follows a detailed process:

• Identify specific Florida waterbodies for water quality assessment in a list provided to EPA;
• Following the methodology adopted by rule, assess the water quality of each separate water

body on the list;
• Determine whether the was for a specific water body is being attained and, if not, whether a

TMDL is necessary to reduce the identified pollutant and restore the water quality of the
waterbody;

• Update the list of waterbodies for which TMDLs will be calculated;
• Prior to developing the TMDL calculation for a specific water body, confer with all affected

stakeholders to determine the best methodologies for obtaining data and developing the TMDL
calculation;

• Develop the calculation and establish the TMDL for the particular pollutant;
• Allocate the TMDLs for a waterbody between and among all point and nonpoint sources,

accounting for other factors such as restoration activities, applying detailed criteria specified in
statute;

• Preparing and making publicly available a report detailing the research, contributing factors,
methodology, calculations, and allocations for each TMDL;

• Adopting each TMDL through the rulemaking process of the APA, which provides for public
notice of rule development, the proposed rule, preparation of a SERC, hearing rights, and
judicial review;55

• Ratification of those TMDLs meeting the economic impacts of one million dollars in the first five
years of implementation.

Finally, the resulting TMDLs are subject to review and approval by the EPA under the extensive
requirements of the CWA.

Effect of Proposed Changes

The bill amends s. 403.067(6)(c), F.S., to include a provision exempting DEP's promulgation of rules
establishing TMDLs from the legislative ratification requirement of s. 120.541 (3), F.S. As a result,
TMDLs promulgated by DEP in the future would not require legislative ratification before taking effect,
even if the associated regulatory costs exceed the one million dollar threshold.

B. SECTION DIRECTORY:

Section 1: Amending s. 403.067, F.S., providing that administrative rules adopted by the Department of
Environmental Protection to establish total maximum daily loads calculations and allocations are not
subject to the legislative ratification requirement.

Section 2: Provides an effective date of July 1, 2013.

II. FISCAL ANALYSIS & ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT

A. FISCAL IMPACT ON STATE GOVERNMENT:

1. Revenues:

None.

2. Expenditures:

None.

55 Sections 120.54, 120.541, 120.56, 120.569, 120.57, 120.68, F.S.
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B. FISCAL IMPACT ON LOCAL GOVERNMENTS:

1. Revenues:

None.

2. Expenditures:

None.

C. DIRECT ECONOMIC IMPACT ON PRIVATE SECTOR:

None.

D. FISCAL COMMENTS:

None.

III. COMMENTS

A. CONSTITUTIONAL ISSUES:

1. Applicability of Municipality/County Mandates Provision:

The bill does not appear to require counties or municipalities to take any action requiring the
expenditure of funds, reduce the authority that counties or municipalities have to raise revenue in the
aggregate, nor reduce the percentage of state tax shared with counties or municipalities.

2. Other:

None.

B. RULE-MAKING AUTHORITY:

None.

C. DRAFTING ISSUES OR OTHER COMMENTS:

None.

IV. AMENDMENTSI COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE CHANGES

None.
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2013

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to total maximum daily loads; amending

3 s. 403.067, F.S.; exempting specified rules adopted by

4 the Department of Environmental Protection from

5 ratification by the Legislature under s. 120.541(3),

6 F.S.; providing an effective date.

7

8 Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

9

10 Section 1. Paragraph (c) of subsection (6) of section

11 403.067, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

12 403.067 Establishment and implementation of total maximum

13 daily loads.-

14 (6) CALCULATION AND ALLOCATION.-

15 (c) Adoption of rules. The total maximum daily load

16 calculations and allocations established under this subsection

17 for each water body or water body segment shall be adopted by

18 rule by the secretary pursuant to ss. 120.536(1), 120.54, and

19 403.805. Where additional data collection and analysis are

20 needed to increase the scientific precision and accuracy of the

21 total maximum daily load, the department is authorized to adopt

22 phased total maximum daily loads that are subject to change as

23 additional data becomes available. Where phased total maximum

24 daily loads are proposed, the department shall, in the detailed

25 statement of facts and circumstances justifying the rule,

26 explain why the data are inadequate so as to justify a phased

27 total maximum daily load. The rules adopted pursuant to this

28 paragraph are shall not ee subject to approval by the

Page 1of 2
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29 Environmental Regulation Commission and are exempt from

30 ratification under s. 120.541(3). As part of the rule

31 development process, the department shall hold at least one

32 public workshop in the vicinity of the water body or water body

33 segment for which the total maximum daily load is being

34 developed. Notice of the public workshop shall be published not

35 less than 5 days nor more than 15 days before the public

36 workshop in a newspaper of general circulation in the county or

37 counties containing the water bodies or water body segments for

38 which the total maximum daily load calculation and allocation

39 are being developed.

40 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2013.
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SUMMARY ANALYSIS

Nutrient pollution (excessive nitrogen and phosphorous) causes harmful algae blooms that produce toxins harmful to
humans, deplete oxygen needed for fish and shellfish survival, smother vegetation, and discolor water. The Clean Water
Act (CWA) employs a cooperative federalism approach to regulating nutrient pollution. Specifically, the CWA requires
states to set water quality standards (WaS) for each waterbody within their jurisdiction. These was must include the
following three parts:

• The designation of a waterbody's beneficial uses, such as water supply, recreation, fish propagation, or
navigation;

• The water quality criteria that defines the amounts of pollutants, in either numeric or narrative form, that the
waterbody can contain without impairment of the designated beneficial uses; and

• The anti-degradation requirements.

Under the CWA, a was can include either a narrative or numeric criteria for any pollutant regulated under the act. For
any state that refuses to set appropriate was, the CWA requires the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to set their
own federal standards. In addition, where EPA has adopted a federal standard for a specific state, that state can then
adopt its own rule, and, if approved by EPA, the state rule will replace EPA's federal rule.

In August 2009, in response to a lawsuit brought by several environmental groups, EPA entered into a consent decree
requiring it to adopt federal numeric nutrient criteria for Florida's lakes, flowing waters, estuaries, and coastal waters. In
December 2010, EPA adopted a final numeric nutrient criteria rule for all lakes and springs in the state and flowing waters
outside of the southern Florida region in accordance with the consent decree and subsequent revisions. As a result, the
Florida Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) entered into rulemaking and adopted its own numeric nutrient
criteria, and submitted the rule to EPA for approval. On November 30,2012, EPA approved DEP's numeric nutrient
criteria for streams, rivers, lakes, and south Florida estuaries. On the same day EPA proposed criteria for coastal waters
and the remaining estuaries, and re-proposed criteria for certain rivers and streams that could potentially be exempt from
Florida's numeric nutrient criteria rule. As a result of EPA's continuing rulemaking, the DEP rule has not been
implemented because a specific provision in DEP's rule1 postpones effectiveness until EPA concludes rUlemaking.

The bill amends current law to direct DEP to establish numeric nutrient criteria for remaining waterbodies in the state that
were not covered under the rules approved by EPA on November 30,2012. The bill also grants DEP the authority to
implement its own nutrient standards for streams, springs, lakes, and estuaries consistent with the document entitled
"Implementation of Florida's Numeric Nutrient Standards," which was submitted to EPA in support of the DEP's adopted
nutrient standards and has been filed as a proposed rule under Florida's Administrative Procedure Ace. In addition, the
bill specifies that once EPA removes federal numeric nutrient criteria and ceases future numeric nutrient criteria
rulemaking in the state, Rule 62-302.531(9), FAC} will be removed from the Florida Administrative Code. The bill also
exempts from legislative ratification any additional estuary criteria adopted by DEP during 2013. Lastly, the bill directs
DEP to establish specific numeric nutrient criteria for unimpaired waters (including DEP's calculation of the current
conditions of those waters) and for those estuaries and non-estuarine coastal waters without numeric nutrient criteria

1 Rule 62-302.53 1(9), F.A.C. See th. 22 for the effectiveness language in the rule.
2 Chapter 120, F.S.
3 See th. I.

This document does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill sponsor or House of Representatives.
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established by rule or final order as of the date of the report, and directs DEP to send a report to the Legislature and
Governor conveying the status of establishing numeric nutrient criteria.

The bill appears to have an insignificant fiscal impact on state government by requiring DEP to submit a report to the
Legislature and the Governor conveying the status of establishing numeric nutrient criteria. The bill has an indeterminate
fiscal impact on local governments (See Fiscal Comments).
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FULL ANALYSIS

I. SUBSTANTIVE ANALYSIS

A. EFFECT OF PROPOSED CHANGES:

Present Situation

Nutrient Pollution Generally

Nitrogen and phosphorus ("nutrients") are natural components of aquatic ecosystems. However, what
is considered a healthy and safe level of nutrients varies greatly throughout the state depending on the
site-specific characteristics of a given water body. The problems associated with excess nutrients arise
when nutrients occur over large areas of a water body for extended periods of time at levels that
exceed what is "natural" for the particular system.

Excessive amounts of nitrogen and phosphorus (also known as "nutrient pollution") is a significant
contributor to water quality problems. Nutrient pollution originates from stormwater runoff, wastewater
treatment, industrial discharges, fertilization of crops, and livestock manure. Nitrogen also forms from
the burning of fossil fuels, like gasoline.

Nutrient pollution causes harmful algae blooms that produce toxins harmful to humans, deplete oxygen
needed for fish and shellfish survival, smother vegetation, and discolor water.

Federal Law - The Clean Water Act

Under the federal structure established in the U.S. Constitution, states may not be compelled by the
Federal Government to enact legislation· or take executive action to implement federal regulatory
programs.4 Thus, where Congress has the authority to regulate private activity under the Commerce
Clause, the Federal Government may regulate that activity directly, but it may not require the states to
do so. However, Congress can encourage a state to regulate in a particular way by offering "incentives"
-- often in the form of federal funds. Congress may also create a "potential preemption" structure in
which states must regUlate the activity under state law according to federally approved standards or
have state regulation pre-empted by federal regulation. The federal Clean Water Act (CWA)5 utilizes
both of these constitutional means.

Water Quality Standards

The CWA was enacted in 1972 in order to "restore and maintain the chemical, physical, and biological
integrity of the Nation's waters."e One of the pillars of the CWA is section 303, which requires states to
adopt water quality standards (WQS) for their navigable waters, and to review and update those
standards at least every three years. These standards must include:

• Designation of a waterbody's beneficial uses, such as water supply, recreation, fish
propagation, or navigation;

• Water quality criteria that defines the amounts of pollutants, in either numeric or narr~tive

form, that the waterbody can contain without impairment of the designated beneficial uses;
and

• Anti-degradation requirements. 7

: Printz v. United States, 521 U.S. 898, 925 (1997); New York v. United States, 505 U.S. 144, 188 (1992).
Codified at 33 U.S.c. Sec. 1251 et. seq.

6 CWA s. 101(a).
7 CWA s. 303(c)(2)(A).
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Although the CWA gives states the primary authority to set was, they are reviewable by the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).8 If at any time EPA determines that a revised or new standard
is necessary to meet the requirements of the CWA, the EPA Administrator is authorized to adopt
revised was.9 Moreover, the CWA requires EPA to set was for any waterbody where a state fails to
do SO.10 The CWA also provides that water quality criteria can be established as either narrative or
numeric criteria for any pollutant regulated under the act. Currently, Florida employs narrative criteria
for nutrient pollution.

Point Source Pollution

The CWA is focused primarily on point sources of water pollution. Point source pollution can be defined
generally as any human-controlled "discernible, confined, and discrete" conveyance into jurisdictional
waters.11 The CWA directly regulates point source pollution via the National Pollution Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES) permitting process.12 The NPDES process prohibits the discharge of
pollutants from a point source into navigable waters except as provided for in an NPDES permit.13 In
practice, the NPDES method of regulation can be best visualized as "end-of-the-pipe" controls that
clean up waste water before it is discharged into a waterbody. The primary focus of the NPDES
permitting program is municipal (Publicly Owned Treatment Works) and non-municipal (industrial)
direct dischargers, and the primary mechanism for controlling discharges of pollutants to receiving
waters is establishing effluent14 limitations. NPDES permits require a point source to meet established
effluent limits, which are based on applicable technology-based and water quality-based standards.
The intent of technology-based effluent limits in NPDES permits is to require a minimum level of
treatment of pollutants for point source discharges based on the best available control technologies
while allowing the discharger to use any available control technique to meet the limits.

However, for some waterbodies, the technology-based effluent limits may not be sufficient to ensure
that established water quality standards will be attained in the receiving water. These waterbodies are
designated as "impaired." For a waterbody or segment designated as impaired, the CWA requires that
EPA or the state set a total maximum daily load (TMDL),15 which establishes the maximum amount of a
given pollutant the waterbody can accept while still meeting water quality standards associated with its
designated use.16 The purpose of a TMDL "is to provide a basis for allocating acceptable loads among
all of the known pollutant sources in a watershed so that appropriate control measures can be
implemented and water quality standards achieved.,,17 A TMDL thus takes into account both point
source and nonpoint source pollution. Once a TMDL is established, it can affect the NPDES permit
limitations for point sources discharging into the waterbody or segment. In such cases, the CWA
requires that more stringent, water quality-based effluent limits be established in an NPDES permit to
ensure that water quality standards are met.

Nonpoint source pollution encompasses all forms of water pollution not classified as point source, such
as stormwater runoff. Regulation of nonpoint source pollution typically relies on controls -- such as best
management practices -- that directly impact how the land itself is used. Except in limitation situations,

8 CWA s. 303(a).
9 CWA s. 1313(c)(4)(B).
10 CWA s. 303(c).
11 CWA s. 502(14). Courts have held that human beings themselves are not point sources under the CWA. See U.S. v. Plaza Health
Labs, 3 F.3d 643 (2d. Cir. 1993). The CWA also established exceptions whereby certain agricultural activities are not considered point
source.
12 CWA s. 402.
13 I d.

14 For purposes of this analysis, effluent may be defined as: "Wastewater, treated or untreated, that flows out ofa treatment plant,
sewer, or industrial point source, such as a pipe. Generally refers to wastes discharged into surface waters." Glossary of terms from
Watershed Analysis and Management Guide for States and Communities (EPA 841-B-03-007)(2003).
15 CWA s. 402. Section 403.067, F.S., authorizes DEP to establish TMDLs in Florida.
16Id.

17 Florida Dept. of Environmental Protection, Total Maximum Daily Loadfor Ironfor Hatchet Creek, Alachua County, Florida, Pg. 7.
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nonpoint sources are not regulated by the CWA, but states do require nonpoint sources to reduce their
pollution, especially when a waterbody is impaired. For example, Florida requires nonpoint sources to
implement best management practices in order for an impaired waterbody to achieve the requisite
was pursuant to a Basin Management Action Plan.

Status of Nutrient Regulation in Florida

United States Environmental Protection Agency Numeric Nutrient Criteria Rulemaking

In July 2008, the Florida Wildlife Federation and other environmental groups sued EPA in an attempt to
compel EPA to adopt numeric nutrient criteria for Florida's waterbodies. In January 2009, EPA
determined that numeric nutrient water quality criteria for Florida's waterbodies are necessary to meet
the requirements of the CWA. EPA determined that Florida's narrative nutrient criteria alone was
insufficient to ensure protection of applicable designated uses, but also recognized the ongoing efforts
by DEP in developing a numeric nutrient criteria for Florida's waterbodies. EPA noted that, "in the event
that Florida adopts and EPA approves new or revised water quality standards that sufficiently address
this determination before EPA promulgates federal water quality standards, EPA would no longer be
obligated to promulgate federal water quality standards."

In August 2009, EPA settled the lawsuit and entered into a consent decree that required EPA to adopt
numeric nutrient criteria for Florida's lakes, flowing waters, estuaries, and coastal waters. DEP
suspended its rulemaking proceedings while EPA developed its rules to impose numeric nutrient
criteria in Florida. In December 2010, EPA adopted final numeric nutrient criteria rules for all lakes and
springs in the state and flowing waters outside of the southern Florida region in accordance with the
consent decree and subsequent revisions.

Also in December 2010, the State of Florida filed a lawsuit in federal district court against EPA over the
agency's intrusion into Florida's previously approved clean water program. 18 The lawsuit alleged that
EPA's action was inconsistent with the intent of Congress when it based the CWA on the idea of
cooperative federalism whereby the states would be responsible for the control of water quality with
oversight by EPA. Control of nutrient loading from predominantly nonpoint sources involves traditional
states' rights and responsibilities for water and land resource management which Congress expressly
intended to preserve in the Clean Water Act. The lawsuit specifically alleged that the EPA rules and
EPA's January 2009 necessity determination for promulgating numeric nutrient criteria for Florida's
waters are arbitrary, capricious, and an abuse of discretion, and requested the court to enjoin EPA
Administrator from implementing its numeric nutrient criteria rules in Florida.

On February 18, 2012, the United Stated District Court for the Northern District of Florida found against
the state, holding that EPA's determination that Florida's narrative nutrient criteria are inadequate and
that numeric criteria are necessary was not arbitrary and capricious.19 The court also held, however,
that EPA's rule setting numeric nutrient criteria for Florida was not arbitrary and capricious save for two
exceptions: EPA's stream criteria were found to be arbitrary and capricious (at least without further
explanation, according to the court), as were the default downstream protection values for unimpaired
lakes. In accordance with the court's rUling, the 2009 consent decree was to remain in effect, with the
modification that EPA was required to remedy the numeric nutrient criteria for streams and downstream
protection values by May 21,2012.

DEP Numeric Nutrient Criteria Rulemaking

In response to EPA promulgating rules to establish federal numeric nutrient criteria for Florida's
waterways, DEP began rulemaking and adopted state numeric nutrient criteria for streams, rivers,
lakes, and south Florida estuaries, which it then submitted to EPA for approval pursuant to the CWA.

18 State ofFloridav. Jackson, Case 3:1O-cv-00503-RV-MD (N.D. Fla. 2010).
19 State ofFlorida v. Jackson, 853 F.Supp.2d 1138 (N.D. Fla 2012).
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In December of 2011, several environmental groups filed a petition with the Division of Administrative
Hearings challenging DEP's rules. An Administrative Law Judge upheld the rules in June of 2012,
finding that DEP acted within its authority in promulgating numeric nutrient criteria for the state. The
decision was affirmed by the First District Court of Appeal in February of 2013.20

The DOAH proceeding was ongoing during the 60-day 2012 legislative session, preventing ratification
of the 2011 NNC rule during that session. Consequently, DEP sought and the Legislature enacted a bill
exempting the NNC rule from ratification.21 That legislation also required that any amendment to rule
62-302.531(9)22 (added to the NNC rule by the Environmental Resources Commission), will not be
effective unless the amendment is ratified by the Legislature.23

On November 30, 2012, EPA approved DEP's numeric nutrient criteria applicable to all of Florida's
rivers, streams, and lakes, and to estuaries from Tampa Bay to Biscayne Bay, including the Florida
Keys.24 Simultaneously, EPA proposed draft federal numeric nutrient criteria for waters not yet covered
by state rules which included:

• Remaining estuaries;
• Open ocean waters;
• The location where South Florida canals enter estuaries; and
• Scientifically challenging areas like tidal creeks, headwaters that are dry for portions of the

year (excluding drought conditions), and managed water conveyances.

As part of the November 30 action, EPA also amended its previous January 2009 determination and
concluded that DEP's rules provided sufficient quantitative procedures upstream to ensure the
protection of water quality standards in downstream waters as required by the Clean Water Act. As a
result, the DEP rule has not been implemented because a specific provision in DEP's rule (Rule 62­
302.531 (9), F.A.C.) expressly states that "these rules shall be effective only if EPA approves these
rules in their entirety, concludes rulemaking that removes federal numeric nutrient criteria in response
to the approval, and determines that these rules sufficiently address EPA's January 14, 2009
determination.25

EPA wishes to assemble a package that can be presented to the federal court in a motion for dismissal
from the 2009 consent decree that requires EPA to set additional numeric nutrient criteria in September
2013. In effect, this will begin the process of turning over the task of promulgating numeric nutrient
criteria entirely to DEP. EPA desires the package to be completed by August 1, 2013, in order to
provide sufficient time to prepare a motion to the court prior to a September deadline.

To accomplish EPA's goals, DEP and EPA officials have entered into an informal agreemenfe for DEP
to complete adoption of numeric nutrient criteria to EPA's satisfaction in time to enable EPA to resolve
its 2009 determination, satisfy the consent decree, obtain dismissal of the federal litigation and
withdraw from rulemaking on water quality in Florida. The arrangement is further described in a

20 Florida Wildlife Federation, et. al. v. Department ofEnvironmental Protection, Case No. 1012-320 (Feb. 2013).
21 Chapter 2012-3, L.O.F.
22 Rule 62-302.531 (9), F.A.C., provides in part: "these rules shall be effective only if EPA approves these rules in their entirety,
concludes rulemaking that removes federal numeric nutrient criteria in response to the approval, and determines that these rules
sufficiently address EPA's January 14,2009 determination."
23 Section 403.805(3), F.S.
24 EPA Factsheet, Multiple EPA Actions Related to Nutrient Pollution in Florida Waterways (Nov. 2012), available at
http://water.epa.gov/lawsregs/rulesregsltlorida index.cfm.
25 Section 403.805(3), F.S. -
26 A document entitled, "Agreement in Principle", dated March 15,2013, available at:
http://www.dep.state.fl.us/secretary/news/2013/03INNC_AgreemenUn]rinciple_Final.pdf (attached hereto), represents the
framework of this arrangement. It does not appear to constitute a binding contract but does state its objective to be" ...Florida having
numeric nutrient criteria for lakes, springs, estuaries and coastal waters, and the vast majority of flowing waters in the State."
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document entitled "Florida Numeric Nutrient Criteria - a Path Forward"27 (Path Forward), which
specifies the DEP's intentions respecting NNC for Marine Waters, including submission of marine NNC
to EPA by August 1, 2013, and the implementation of NNC for Fresh Waters including DEP's intent to
presumptively apply Florida's stream NNC to ditches, canals and other man-made conveyances
presently excluded from the definition of "stream".28 To bind itself to its commitments to EPA, the DEP
has undertaken the responsibility to secure passage of the legislation encompassed in HB 7115.

The Path Forward document makes the following representation:
Based on this extensive coverage of Florida waters by State numeric nutrient criteria (fresh and
marine), EPA is prepared to take actions that would make it unnecessary for EPA to finalize
federal criteria for these waters. Upon FDEP's incorporating by reference into rule the
Implementation Document as modified on March 11, 2013, and EPA's review of that document
under Clean Water Act section 303(c), EPA is prepared to amend the 2009 Determination to
clarify that numeric nutrient criteria are unnecessary for flowing waters not covered by the
stream definition. EPA would then not finalize its rulemaking for inland waters. Upon enactment
of [legislation proposed as HB 7115] and FDEP's submittal to EPA of the numeric values that
FDEP is directed to develop in the legislation and those numeric nutrient criteria FDEP adopts
by rule, EPA, following review under Clean Water Act section 303(c), is prepared to cease
corresponding federal rulemaking for estuaries and coastal waters.

Legislative Rule Ratification Requirement

As part of the administrative rulemaking process, s. 120.541, F.S., requires that the Division of
Environmental Assessment and Restoration (DEAR) conduct an assessment of whether a Statement of
Estimated Regulatory Cost (SERC) must be prepared in conjunction with the promulgation of an
administrative rule, such as the establishment of numeric nutrient criteria for Florida waterbodies.29 If a
SERC is required, staff within the Bureau of Watershed Restoration then conducts a multi-step
economic analysis of the regulatory costs that are anticipated to be incurred were the rule to be
adopted.

Section 120.541(1)(b), F.S., requires the preparation of a SERC if the proposed rule will have an
adverse impact on small business or if the proposed rule is likely to directly or indirectly increase
regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 within one year of implementation of the rule. Alternatively,
preparation of a SERC is triggered when a substantially affected person submits a good faith written
proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative which substantially accomplishes the objectives of the
law being implemented.3o In the event that the estimated regulatory cost exceeds the one million dollar
threshold, s. 120.541 (3), F.S. requires that the rule be ratified by the Florida Legislature before taking
effect. The rule must be submitted to the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of
Representatives no less than 30 days prior to the beginning of the next regular legislative session.31

The proposed rule will not become effective until it is ratified by the legislature.32

Effect of Proposed Changes

HB 7115 amends s. 403.061, F.S., to direct DEP to establish numeric nutrient criteria for remaining
waterbodies in the State that were not covered under the rules approved by EPA on November 30,
2012. Specifically, the bill directs DEP to implement permitting and other pollution control measures
consistent with the attainment of:

27 Florida Numeric Nutrient Criteria - Path Forward, found at
http://www.dep.state.fl.us/secretary/news/20 13/03/Florida_Numeric_Nutrient_Criteria_EPA]DEP]athForward_31413.pdf, a copy
of which is attached.
~: Rule 62-302.200(36), F.A.C. The ""Path Forward" document incorrectly cites this definition as rule 62-302.300(36).

Section 120.541, F.S.
30 Section 120.541(l)(a), F.S.
31 Section 120.541 (2)(g)(3), F.S.
32 Id
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• Narrative criteria for nutrients and in-stream numeric interpretation of the narrative water criteria
for nutrients in streams, canals, and other conveyances; and

• Nutrient water quality standards applicable to downstream waters.

The bill also declares that the loading of nutrients to downstream waters from a stream, canal, or other
conveyance must be limited to provide for the attainment and maintenance of nutrient water quality
standards in downstream waters. In the event that the downstream water does not have a TMDL
adopted under s. 403.067, F.S., and has not been verified as impaired by nutrient loadings,33 DEP must
implement its authority in a manner that prevents impairment of the downstream water due to loadings
from the upstream water. Where the downstream water does not have a TMDL, but has been verified
as impaired by nutrient loadings, DEP must adopt a TMDL for that waterbody under s. 403.067, F.S. If
the downstream water does have a TMDL that interprets narrative water quality criteria for nutrients,
then allocations must be set for upstream waterbodies.

In addition, the bill states that compliance with an allocation calculated under s. 403.067(6), F.S.,
(providing for the calculation and allocation of TMDLs) or if applicable, the basin management action
plan established under s. 403.067(7), FS., for the downstream water constitutes reasonable assurance
that a discharge does not cause or contribute to the violation of downstream nutrient was.

The bill also grants DEP the authority to implement its own nutrient standards for streams, springs,
lakes, and estuaries consistent with the document entitled "Implementation of Florida's Numeric
Nutrient Standards," which was submitted to EPA in support of the DEP's adopted nutrient standards.
The document was also filed as a proposed rule on March 19, 2013.34 EPA relied upon this document
when it issued its approval of Florida's numeric nutrient criteria on November 30, 2012. The bill states
that the document, which explicitly states how DEP will apply nutrient standards to water management
conveyances, is subject to the provisions of R. 62-302.531(9), F.AC., (providing that the numeric
nutrient rules shall be effective only if EPA approves these rules in their entirety, concludes rulemaking
that removes federal numeric nutrient criteria in response to the approval, and determines, in
accordance with 33 U.S.C. § 1313(c)(3), that these rules sufficiently address EPA's January 14, 2009,
determination) and is also exempt from the legislative ratification requirement of s. 120.541 (3), FS.
However, the express authority to implement the document appears to narrow the effect of R. 62­
302.531 (9) which currently postpones effectiveness of the NNC rule being implemented by the
document.

Furthermore, the bill provides that once EPA approves DEP's remaining numeric nutrient criteria,
subsequently withdraws all of its own numeric nutrient criteria rules from the state, and otherwise
ceases all federal nutrient rulemaking in Florida, Rule 62-302.531 (9), FAC, must be removed from the
Florida Administrative Code, thus allowing DEP to fully implement state numeric nutrient criteria. This
constitutes an implied limitation or nullification of the 2012 legislation endorsing and protecting the rule
by requiring ratification of any changes to the cited rule. 35 In effect, this bill intends the repeal the rule
as a matter of law, upon the conditions subsequent provided in this bill, which differ from those in the
rule. Thereafter, should DEP choose to promulgate a new numeric nutrient was - such as for lakes,
streams, estuaries, etc. - it must be submitted to EPA in accordance with the CWA36 As a result of the
revised conditions on effectiveness, if EPA invalidates the newly proposed standard, the remainder of
DEP's numeric nutrient standards already established for other waterbodies will remain in effect.

The bill additionally provides that any nutrient criteria rules for estuaries adopted by DEP in 2013 are
subject to the EPA approval requirements found in Rule 62-302.531(9), FAC., which also delays

:~ Rule Ch. 62-303, F.A.C., govem~ identification of impaired surface waters. Rule ~2-303.200(7), defines impairment.
Volume 39, No. 54, F.A.R. (The Issue may be found at: https://www.flrules.org/BlgDoc/View Faw.asp?IID=1317.)

35 Section 403.805(3).
36 CWA Sec. 303(2)(A).
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effectiveness until EPA so approves and ceases rUlemaking. NNC rules adopted under the bill in 2013
are also exempted from the legislative ratification requirement of s. 120.541 (3), F.S.

The bill also directs DEP to adopt numeric nutrient criteria for total nitrogen, total phosphorous, and
chlorophyll a for any remaining estuaries not already SUbject to DEP numeric nutrient criteria. DEP is
also directed to establish chlorophyll a interpretations of the narrative nutrient criteria for non-estuarine,
coastal waters by December 1,2014. In the meantime, the bill establishes that the criteria for those
waterbodies are the current unimpaired condition of those waters. 3

?

Finally, the bill directs DEP to send a report to the Governor and Legislature by August 1, 2013,
conveying the status of the legislatively established numeric nutrient criteria for unimpaired waters
(including DEP's calculation of the current conditions of those waters) and for those estuaries and non­
estuarine coastal waters without numeric nutrient criteria established by rule or final order38 as of the
date of the report.

B. SECTION DIRECTORY:

Section 1. Amends s. 403.061, F.S., related DEP's duty to control and prohibit nutrient pollution.

Section 2. Authorizes DEP to implement its adopted nutrient standards for streams, springs, lakes, and
estuaries consistent with the document entitled "Implementation of Florida's Numeric Nutrient
Standards."

Section 3. Provides that a specific DEP rule will expire when EPA withdraws all federal numeric
nutrient criteria rules in the State of Florida.

Section 4. Provides that any nutrient criteria rules for estuaries adopted by DEP in 2013 are subject to
the EPA approval requirements found in s. 62-302.531 (9), F.A.C., and also exempt from the legislative
ratification requirement.

Section 5. Directs DEP to adopt numeric nutrient criteria for remaining estuaries and coastal waters by
December 1, 2014, and directs DEP to submit a report.

Section 6. Provides an effective date.

II. FISCAL ANALYSIS & ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT

A. FISCAL IMPACT ON STATE GOVERNMENT:

1. Revenues:

None.

2. Expenditures:

The bill requires DEP to submit a report to the Governor and Legislature containing the current
calculations of unimpaired conditions for nutrients for certain estuaries and coastal waters.
According to DEP, the department will also incur certain costs associated with rulemaking to

37 Respecting the calculation of the "current conditions", the "Path Forward" document provides:
The interim numeric values, reflecting the current unimpaired conditions, will be values that EPA and FDEP mutually
determine are based on the best monitoring and modeling data available at the time and protective of the designated uses.
Any disagreement over the interim numeric interpretation for any estuary or coastal segment will be immediately elevated to
the Secretary ofFDEP and the Regional Administrator of the EPA Region 4 Office for resolution.

38 DEP represents that the following rules authorize some such criteria to be established directly or indirectly by final order: 62­
302.531(2),62-302.532(3),62-302.800(3),62-303.600, and 62-650.500(4) and (9).
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implement the provisions in the bill. However, DEP has also stated that they will be able to absorb
these costs within existing resources.

B. FISCAL IMPACT ON LOCAL GOVERNMENTS:

1. Revenues:

None.

2. Expenditures:

See Fiscal Comments.

C. DIRECT ECONOMIC IMPACT ON PRIVATE SECTOR:

See Fiscal Comments.

D. FISCAL COMMENTS:

DEP provided the following fiscal comments:

While there are costs associated with implementing Florida's comprehensive NNC­
the need to restore polluted waters inevitably comes at a cost-the Legislature
acknowledged in chapter 2012-3, Laws of Florida (House Bill 7051 from the 2012
legislative session) that the costs to implement DEP's adopted and proposed NNC are
significantly less than the costs to implement NNC rules adopted by the EPA. This is
largely because DEP's NNC account for unique site-specific conditions and the critical
underlying biology of these disparate ecosystems. And implementing comprehensive
NNC will serve to protect currently unimpaired waters from becoming polluted, saving
local governments millions if not billions of dollars in restoration costs in the future.

Furthermore, the NNC for remaining estuaries and coastal waters that are the
immediate subject of this legislation are set in the interim at the current conditions of
unimpaired waters. Those unimpaired conditions suggest, on the whole, that
significant pollution reduction investments will not be necessary for these remaining
waters. Conditions are generally similar to those present in the Panhandle estuaries,
for which the ERC approved NNC in November 2012 and for which it was determined
that implementation costs overall would be less than any of the thresholds established
by the Legislature for a Statement of Estimated Regulatory Costs pursuant to chapter
120, F.S.

It is essential to recognize that if DEP does not set comprehensive NNC for Florida,
EPA will do so. If that occurs, the significant additional costs the Legislature
acknowledged in chapter 2012-3, Laws of Florida, will come to pass.

III. COMMENTS

A. CONSTITUTIONAL ISSUES:

1. Applicability of Municipality/County Mandates Provision:

None.

2. Other:

None.

B. RULE-MAKING AUTHORITY:

STORAGE NAME: h7115.RORS
DATE: 3/29/2013

PAGE: 10



The bill exempts certain DEP rules from the legislative ratification requirement in chapter 120, F.S.

C. DRAFTING ISSUES OR OTHER COMMENTS:

The bill as filed raises a few drafting concerns, although none should be insurmountable in the
application of the law. Section 3 provides that when the EPA takes particular actions, then a particular
rule "shall expire and the department shall remove it from the Florid Administrative Code pursuant to
Chapter 120, F.S." The intent appears to be to effect an immediate nullification of the rule upon the
occurrence of the conditions stated. However ,the only wayan agency can remove a rule from the
F.A.C. pursuant to ch. 120 would be to go through a rulemaking procedure repealing the rule. A better
way to draft would be to state that the rule "shall stand repealed" and direct the Department of State to
remove it from the F.A.C upon proper notice of the law having taken effect.

With respect to particular pollutants identified therein, Section 5 establishes, as a matter of law, "the
current conditions of those unimpaired waters, accounting for climactic and hydrologic cycles" to
constitute the water quality standard pursuant to s. 403.061(11), F.S., until changed through
rulemaking. The DEP is impliedly directed to calculate "the numeric values that represent the current
conditions... " and to report status, including such calculation, to the Governor, Speaker and Senate
President. Given that the clear intent is to establish standards as a matter of law, it would be more
practical to make a more reliable record of the DEP calculation, such as by publication of notice thereof
in the Florida Administrative Register, even though the calculation may be subject to question in the
light of improved monitoring and modeling data.

IV. AMENDMENTSI COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE CHANGES

N/A
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AGREEMENT IN PRINCIPLE
FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AND

THE U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

March 15, 2013

The Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) and the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency have reached an agreement to protect Florida's waterways from excess
nitrogen and phosphorus pollution. These pollutants cause algal blooms and are among the
largest contributors to water quality problems in Florida. This agreement marks a significant
step forward in protecting and restoring water quality across the state.

Measurable nutrient criteria will result in cleaner, safer water for all Floridians. Clean water is
vital to Florida's future. The health and growth of Florida's economy -- and the jobs that go
with it -- depend on high quality and sustainable sources of water. Tourism - Florida's economic
lifeblood - employs more than 900,000 Floridians and generates nearly $60 billion annually for
Florida's economy.

The EPA and FDEP have worked diligently and collaboratively to use the best science available,
to carefully consider the extensive public comments submitted to EPA and FDEP, and to
exercise flexibility consistent with the leadership responsibility of the State of Florida under the
Clean Water Act.

This agreement, once implemented and completed, coupled with EPA's prior (November 3D,
2012) approval of FDEP's newly adopted water quality standards, will result in Florida having
numeric nutrient criteria for lakes, springs, estuaries and coastal waters, and the vast majority
of flowing waters in the State.

This agreement is contingent upon passage of the language included in the attached version of
draft legislation by the Florida Legislature and adoption by reference into Florida rule the
document entitled "Implementation of Florida's Numeric Nutrient Standards" as modified on
March 11,2013. The agreement is based on the premise that the attached version of the
legislation and the Implementation Document are consistent with the Clean Water Act. The
attached document "Path Forward" details the actions FDEP and EPA will take to satisfy the
Determination and Consent Decree.

We expect this agreement will provide a strong, effective framework for protecting and
restoring waters that are vital to the economic and environmental health of Florida.



Florida Numeric Nutrient Criteria - Path Forward

On November 30, 2012, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) approved State criteria for, streams,
lakes, springs and south Florida estuaries and coastal waters. On the same day, the EPA proposed
criteria for the remaining estuaries, coastal waters, and south Florida inland flowing waters, and also re­
proposed criteria for flowing waters outside of south Florida (applicable to waterways that may meet
the definition at 62-302.200(36)(a) or (b) F.A.C.). The following is a joint path forward that, if executed
as outlined below, will establish numeric nutrient criteria for the vast majority of Florida waterbodies.
Once completed as intended by the parties, EPA anticipates that the combination of these actions and
future modification to EPA's 2009 determination should enable the Agency to conclude that finalization
of the federal numeric nutrient criteria contained in its November 30, 2012, proposal is unnecessary.

The Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP or Department) will pursue passage of the
attached version of the draft legislation and adoption by rule of the attached document, entitled
"Implementation of Florida's Numeric Nutrient Standards" dated March 11,2013. The legislation makes
it clear that the effectiveness provisions of 62-302.531(9) F.A.C. will expire once the EPA withdraws
federal numeric nutrient criteria and ceases numeric nutrient criteria rulemaking, thus allowing FDEP to
fully implement State numeric nutrient criteria.

Marine Waters: FDEP will by rule establish numeric nutrient criteria for 22 estuary and coastal segments
by July 1, 2013, or as soon thereafter as possible. The attached draft legislation directs FDEP to complete
its rulemaking to establish numeric nutrient criteria for the remaining estuary and coastal segments by
December 1, 2014. Until such nutrient criteria are established for the remaining estuary and coastal
segments, the draft legislation states that applicable water quality standards are the current
unimpaired conditions of those waters and directs the Department to calculate interim numeric values
representing those unimpaired conditions and submit them to the Governor and Legislature by August
1, 2013. The interim numeric values, reflecting the current unimpaired conditions, will be values that
EPA and FDEP mutually determine are based on the best monitoring and modeling data available at the
time and protective of the designated uses. Any disagreement over the interim numeric interpretation
for any estuary or coastal segment will be immediately elevated to the Secretary of FDEP and the
Regional Administrator of the EPA Region 4 Office for resolution. The EPA will review under Clean Water
Act 303(c) the numeric nutrient criteria adopted by the Department for the 22 estuary and coastal
segments and the legislatively established narrative standard regarding the current unimpaired
conditions of the remaining estuary and coastal segments (taking into account the Department's
calculation of the numeric values for total nitrogen, total phosphorus, and chlorophyll a conditions for
those estuary segments and chlorophyll a for coastal segments), all of which will have been submitted to
EPA before August 1, 2013. EPA will make final decisions whether to approve those actions and the
narrative standard prior to the September 30, 2013, consent decree deadline. The Department's
calculated interim numeric values would be used as starting points for implementing appropriate
regulatory actions on a site-specific basis, unless final Hierarchy 1 or 2 numeric criteria have been
adopted for the waterbody and have become applicable criteria for Clean Water Act purposes by
December 1, 2014.

Fresh Waters: Once adopted in rule, FDEP will submit the document, entitled "Implementation of
Florida's Numeric Nutrient Standards" dated March 11, 2013, to EPA for review under Section 303(c) of
the Clean Water Act. This document clarifies how the numeric nutrient criteria for fresh waterbodies
will be applied and implemented, including a new chapter related to the implementation of the
definition of stream at 62-302.300(36) FAC. The definition excludes conveyances that are man-made
or physically altered streams, primarily used for water management, and have marginal or poor habitat

1



components. The implementation document clarifies FDEP's intent to presumptively apply Florida's
stream numeric nutrient criteria to these waterbodies unless the Department has publicly distinguished
it as such a conveyance.1 If available information provided by the public, in response to public notice
and request for information, or otherwise known by the Department, demonstrates that the segment is
commonly used for navigation, boat access, or other frequent recreational activities such as swimming
or boating, then the primary purpose is not water management and the department will apply the
nutrient standards in Rule 62-302.531(2) F.A.C. There are also three additional categories of waters that
are not subject to numeric nutrient criteria. Other Class III waters not subject to numeric nutrient
criteria are: 1) waters influenced by tide (Le., tidal creeks and tidal segments at river mouths); 2) marine
lakes; and 3) South Florida flowing waters. Because of the limited extent of the waters that would not
be subject to Florida's numeric nutrient criteria, EPA believes that FDEP should be ableto implement
their narrative criterion for these waters in an effective and efficient manner.

The Department will also codify, through the legislation noted above, requirements for FDEP to ensure
nutrient loads from all managed conveyances and canals, as well as the other waters described above,
are controlled so that downstream waterbodies are protected. These actions once implemented and
completed, coupled with EPA's prior (November 30, 2012) approval of FDEP's newly adopted Water
Quality Standards for lakes and flowing waters, will result in Florida having numeric nutrient standards
for all fresh water lakes, springs, estuaries and coastal waters, and the majority of fresh flowing waters
in the State.

Based on this extensive coverage of Florida waters by State numeric nutrient criteria (fresh and marine),
EPA is prepared to take actions that would make it unnecessary for EPA to finalize federal criteria for
these waters. Upon FDEP's incorporating by reference into rule the Implementation Document as
modified on March 11, 2013, and EPA's review of that document under Clean Water Act section 303(c),
EPA is prepared to amend the 2009 Determination to clarify that numeric nutrient criteria are
unnecessary for flowing waters not covered by the stream definition.,EPA would then not finalize its
rulemaking for inland waters. Upon enactment of the attached version of the legislation and FDEP's
submittal to EPA of the numeric values that FDEP is directed to develop in the legislation and those
numeric nutrient criteria FDEP adopts by rule, EPA, follOWing review under Clean Water Act section
303(c), is prepared to cease corresponding federal rulemaking for estuaries and coastal waters.

1 It is important to note that while the limited waters excluded from the stream definition will not be
subject to the States NNC, these waters are still Class III waters protected by Florida's existing narrative
nutrient standard in accordance with State rules, including 62-303 F.A.C.
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1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to numeric nutrient criteria; amending

3 s. 403.061, F.S.; authorizing the Department of

4 Environmental Protection to implement specified

5 provisions to control nutrient load in state waters;

6 authorizing the department to implement specified

7 nutrient standards; providing for removal of a

8 specified rule from the Florida Administrative Code;

9 providing that specified nutrient criteria rules are

10 subject to specified provisions of the.Florida

11 Administrative Code; exempting such nutrient criteria

12 rules from ratification by Legislature under s.

13 120.541(3), F.S.; directing the department to

14 establish numeric interpretations of the narrative

15 nutrient criterion for certain estuaries and waters,

16 subject to specified provisions and standards;

17 directing the department to submit a specified report

18 to the Governor and Legislature; providing an

19 effective date.

20

21 Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

22

23 Section 1. Subsection (43) is added to section 403.061,

24 Florida Statutes, to read:

25 403.061 Department; powers and duties.-The department

26 shall have the power and the duty to control and prohibit

27 pollution of air and water in accordance with the law and rules

28 adopted and promulgated by it and, for this purpose, to:
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waters consistent with the attainment and maintenance of:

1. The narrative criterion for nutrients and any in-stream

numeric interpretation of the narrative water quality criterion

for nutrients adopted by the department in streams, canals, and

other conveyances; and

2. Nutrient water quality standards applicable to

downstream waters.

(b) The loading of nutrients to downstream waters from a

stream, canal, or other conveyance shall be limited to provide

for the attainment and maintenance of nutrient water quality

standards in the downstream waters.

1. If the downstream water does not have a total maximum

daily load adopted under s. 403.067 and has not been verified as

impaired by nutrient loadings, then the department shall

implement its authority in a manner that prevents impairment of

the downstream water due to loadings from the upstream water.

2. If the downstream water does not have a total maximum

daily load adopted under s. 403.067 but has been verified as

impaired by nutrient loadings, then the department shall adopt a

total maximum daily load under s. 403.067.

3. If the downstream water has a total maximum daily load

adopted under s. 403.067 that interprets the narrative water

quality criterion for nutrients, then allocations shall be set

for upstream water bodies in accordance with s. 403.067(6), and

if applicable, the basin management action plan established

under s. 403.067(7).

(c) Compliance with an allocation calculated under s.

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

41

42

43

44

45

46

47

48

49

50

51

52

53

54

55

56

(43) (a) Implement SSe 403.067 and 403.088 in flowing
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57 403.067(6) or, if applicable, the basin management action plan

58 established under s. 403.067(7) for the downstream water shall

59 constitute reasonable assurance that a discharge does not cause

60 or contribute to the violation of the downstream nutrient water

61 quality standards.

62

63 The department shall implement such programs in conjunction with

64 its other powers and duties and shall place special emphasis on

65 reducing and eliminating contamination that presents a threat to

66 humans, animals or plants, or to the environment.

67 Section 2. The Department of Environmental Protection may

68 implement its adopted nutrient standards for streams, springs,

69 lakes, and estuaries consistent with the document entitled

70 "Implementation of Florida's Numeric Nutrient Standards," which

71 was proposed for adoption by the department in the Florida

72 Administrative Register, Vol. 39, No. 54, pages 1397-1398. This

73 document shall be subject to the provisions of rule 62-

74 302.531(9), Florida Administrative Code, and exempt from

75 ratification under s. 120.541(3), Florida Statutes.

76 Section 3. When the United States Environmental Protection

77 Agency withdraws all federal numeric nutrient criteria rules in

78 the State of Florida, and otherwise ceases all federal nutrient

79 rulemaking in the State of Florida, then rule 62-302.531(9),

80 Florida Administrative Code, shall expire and the Department of

81 Environmental Protection shall remove it from the Florida

82 Administrative Code pursuant to the provisions of chapter 120,

83 Florida Statutes.

84 Section 4. Any nutrient criteria rules for estuaries
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85 adopted by the Department of Environmental Protection in 2013

86 are subject to the provisions of rule 62-302.531(9), Florida

87 Administrative Code, and exempt from ratification under s.

88 120.541(3), Florida Statutes.

89 Section 5. The Department of Environmental Protection

90 shall establish by rule or final order the estuary specific

91 numeric interpretations of the narrative nutrient criterion for

92 total nitrogen, total phosphorus, and chlorophyll a for any

93 estuaries not already subject to the department's numeric

94 nutrient criteria, and establish chlorophyll a interpretations

95 of the narrative nutrient criterion for non-estuarine coastal

96 waters by December 1, 2014, subject to the provisions of chapter

97 120, Florida Statutes. The water quality standard pursuant tos.

98 403.061(11), Florida Statutes, for total nitrogen, total

99 phosphorus, and chlorophyll a in estuaries, and chlorophyll a in

100 non-estuarine coastal waters, shall be the. current conditions of

101 those unimpaired waters, accounting for climactic and hydrologic

102 cycles, until such time as a numeric interpretation of the

103 narrative water quality criterion for nutrients is established

104 by rule or final order. The Department of Environmental

105 Protection shall submit a report to the Governor, the President

106 of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives

107 by August 1, 2013, conveying the status of establishing numeric

108 interpretations of the narrative nutrient criterion pursuant to

109 this section and including the department's calculation of the

110 numeric values that represent the current conditions of those

111 unimpaired waters as stated in this section for those estuaries

112 and non-estuarine coastal waters without numeric interpretations
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113 of the narrative nutrient criterion established by rule or final

114 order as of the date of the report.

115 Section 6. This act shall take effect upon becoming a law.
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES STAFF ANALYSIS

BILL #: PCB RORS 13-02 Ratification of Rules
SPONSOR(S): Rulemaking Oversight &Repeal Subcommittee
TIED BILLS: IDEN./SIM. BILLS:

REFERENCE ACTION ANALYST STAFF DIRECTOR or

BUDGET/POLICY CHIEF

Orig. Comm.: Rulemaking Oversight & Repeal
Subcommittee

Miller~Rubotto ~c;;1f'H\

SUMMARY ANALYSIS

Exercising its authority under the Watershed Restoration Act of 1999, the Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP) adopted a series of rules setting total maximum daily loads (TMDLs) for specific waterbodies
and waterbody segments designated as impaired, together with a statewide TMDL for mercury. A TMDL is the
maximum amount of a specified pollutant that may enter a particular waterbody without impairing the water
quality standard adopted for that waterbody under the federal Clean Water Act (CWA). For many waterbodies,
DEP adopts separate rule subsections to establish TMDLs for different pollutants. Other rule subsections may
include TMDLs for multiple pollutants and/or some combination waterbody segments.

Except for the statewide TMDL, each rule identified in PCB RORS 13-02 was adopted as a subsection added
to or amended in a broader Florida Administrative Code section for the water basin encompassing the water
segment covered by the TMDL. TMDLs ratified by the bill were adopted together in six separate rulemaking
proceedings. For each proceeding DEP prepared a Statement of Estimated Regulatory Costs (SERC) showing
the rules implementing the specific TMDLs would have a specific, adverse economic effect, or would increase
regulatory costs, exceeding $1 million over the first 5 years the rule was in effect. Accordingly, each rule must
be ratified by the Legislature before it may go into effect.

The rules were adopted on various dates and some were still in the rulemaking process as of 30 days prior to
the start of the 2013 Session of the Legislature. By letter to the Speaker and the President of the Senate
received on December 21, 2012, DEP advised of the TMDL rules the Department expected to be submitted for
ratification during the 2013 Session once rulemaking was complete.

The proposed bill authorizes the rules to go into effect. The scope of the bill is limited to this rulemaking
condition and does not adopt the substance of any rule into the statutes.

The bill is effective upon becoming law.

This document does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill sponsor or House of Representatives.
STORAGE NAME: pcb02.RORS.docx
DATE: 3/28/2013



FULL ANALYSIS

I. SUBSTANTIVE ANALYSIS

A. EFFECT OF PROPOSED CHANGES:

Present Situation

Establishment of TMDLs by DEp1

Under the federal CWA2 states are required to adopt water quality standards 0NQS) for their navigable
waters and to review and update those standards at least every three years. These standards must
include:

• Designation of a waterbody's beneficial uses, such as water supply, recreation, fish
propagation, or navigation;

• Water quality criteria that define the amounts of pollutants, in either numeric or narrative form,
that the waterbody can contain without impairment of the designated beneficial uses; and

• Anti-degradation requirements.

When a waterbody is unable to maintain its WQS, it is designated as impaired. In such a situation, the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) or the state must set a TMDL establishing the maximum
amount of a given pollutant the waterbody can accept while still meeting WQS associated with its
designated use. In Florida, DEP is granted the authority to establish TMDLs by the Watershed
Restoration Act of 1999.3 DEP periodically submits to EPA a list of waterbodies or segments for which
TMDL assessments will be conducted. If the assessments show that a particular waterbody is not
meeting its WQS, DEP is then required to set a TMDL, which is done through rulemaking.4

Adoption of TMDL Rules Submitted for Ratification

DEP develops a TMDL by assessing the quality of a particular waterbody, determining if that waterbody
falls short of the applicable water quality standard (and is thus "impaired"), discerning which pollutant(s)
may cause the impairment, establish the TMDL necessary to resolve that impairment, and adopts that
TMDL by rule. 5 DEP also prepares and makes available online a complete report supporting the
determination of one or more TMDLs, depending on the affected waterbodies included in the report. 6

DEP organizes all TMDLs under a single chapter of rules. 7 The chapter is divided into sections
representing the different water basins identified in the state, with one exception: Rule section 62­
304.900 is a new TMDL for mercury that applies statewide to all waterbodies. A TMDL for a particular
waterbody is adopted as a subsection of the rule section representing the water basin encompassing
the particular water segment to which the TMDL applies. For each of the six rule section titles below
DEP used a single rulemaking proceeding to adopt the listed subsections. As part of each proceeding
DEP prepared a single SERC showing the specified subsections would require legislative ratification:

1 This summary is drawn from the analysis prepared by staff ofthe Agriculture & Natural Resources Subcommittee for PCB ANR 13­
?3. Please consult that analysis for a detailed description of DEP's role in controlling water pollution by setting TMDLs.

33 U.S.C. s. 1251, et seq.
3 Section 403.067, F.S.
4 Section 403.067(2), F.S.
5 General description of process at http://www.dep.state.fl.us/water/tmdl/index.htm. accessed 3/28/2013.
6 Reports for TMDLs are found under either "Final TMDL Documents" at http://www.dep.state.fl.us/water/tmdl/finaltmdl.htm. or
"Draft TMDLs" at http://www.dep.state.fl.us/water/tmdl/drafttmdl.htm. both accessed 3/28/2013.
7 Chapter 62-304, F.A.C., "Total Maximum Daily Loads."
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• Rule 62-304.300, "St. Marks River Basin TMDLs:" subsections (3), (4), (5), (6), and (7) were
adopted on March 2, 2012.8

• Rule 62-304.330, "Pensacola Bay Basin TMDLs:" subsections (10) and (11) were adopted on
February 7,2013.9

• Rule 62-304.520, "Indian River Lagoon Basin TMDLs:" subsections (14),10 (15), (16), (17), (18),
(19), and (20) were adopted on March 20, 2013.11

• Rule 62-304.610, "Hillsborough River Basin TMDLs:" subsection (12), "Channelized Stream,"
adopted on August 20,2012.12

• Rule 62-304.645, "Springs Coast Basin TMDLs:" subsections (13) and (14), adopted on March
8,2013.13

• Rule 62-304.900, "Statewide TMDLs:" the mercury TMDL was adopted on November 21,
2012. 14

Rulemaking Authority and Legislative Ratification

A rule is an agency statement of general applicability that interprets, implements, or prescribes law or
policy, including the procedure and practice requirements of an agency as well as certain types of
forms. 15 Rulemaking authority is delegated by the Legislature16 through statute and authorizes an
agency to "adopt, develop, establish, or otherwise create,,17 a rule. Agencies do not have discretion
whether to engage in rulemaking. 18 To adopt a rule an agency must have a general grant of authority
to implement a specific law by rulemaking. 19 The grant of rulemaking authority itself need not be
detailed.20 The specific statute being interpreted or implemented through rulemaking must provide

8 The TMDL report for these rules is under "Reposted TMDL Documents for Group 1 Basins: St. Marks/Wakulla River Basin" at
http://www.dep.state.fl.us/water/tmdl/reposttmdl.htm. accessed on 3/28/2013.
9 The TMDL report for these rules is under "Reposted TMDL Documents for Group 4 Basins: Pensacola Bay Basin" at
http://www.dep.state.fl.us/water/tmdl/reposttmdl.htm. accessed on 3/28/2013.
10 In the certification submitted to the Department of State when these rules were filed for adoption DEP stated (14) would no longer
require ratification. As the filings throughout this particular rulemaking were supported apparently by a single SERC showing all the
subsections would require ratification, and because (14) continued to be included with the remaining subsections being adopted, the
better practice appears to be to include (14) in this ratification.
II The TMDL report for these rules is under "Draft TMDL Documents for Group 5 Basins: Indian River Lagoon Basin (Oxygen and
Dissolved Nutrient TMDLs for Eleven Tributary Segments of the Indian River Lagoon - Report & Appendices)" at
http://www.dep.state.fl.us/water/tmdl/drafttmdl.htm. accessed 3/28/2013.
12 The subsection was filed for adoption on August 20, 20 I2 but mislabeled as subsection (10). In a letter to the Department of State
dated February 13,2013, DEP clarified the mistake and that the adopted rule properly should be labeled as subsection (12). The
TMDL report for this rule is under "Reposted TMDL Documents for Group 2 Basins: Hillsborough River Basin" at
http://www.dep.state.fl.us/water/tmdllreposttrndl.htm. accessed on 3/28/2013.
13 The TMDL report for these rules is under "Draft TMDL Documents for Group 5 Basins: Springs Coast Basin" at
http://www.dep.state.fl.us/water/tmdl/drafttmdl.htm. accessed 3/28/2013.
14 The TMDL report for this rule is under 'TIraft Statewide TMDL Documents: Revised Draft Mercury TMDL for the State of
Florida" at http://www.dep.state.fl.us/water/tmdl/drafttmdl.htm. accessed 3/28/2013.
15 Section 120.52(16); Florida Department ofFinanci-;l Services v. Capital Collateral Regional Counsel-Middle Region, 969 So. 2d
527,530 (Fla. 151 DCA 2007).
16 Southwest Florida Water Management District v. Save the Manatee Club, Inc., 773 So. 2d 594 (Fla. 151 DCA 2000).
17 Section 120.52(17). .
18 Section 120.54(1)(a), F.S.
19 Section 120.52(8) & s. 120.536(1), F.S.
20 Save the Manatee Club. Inc., supra at 599.
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specific standards and guidelines to preclude the administrative agency from exercising unbridled
discretion in creating policy or applying the law. 21

An agency begins the formal rulemaking process by filing a notice of the proposed rule.22 The notice is
published by the Department of State in the Florida Administrative Registe~3 and must provide certain
information, including the text of the proposed rule, a summary of the agency's statement of estimated
regulatory costs (SERC) if one is prepared, and how a party may request a public hearing on the
proposed rule. The SERC must include an economic analysis projecting a proposed rule's adverse
effect on specified aspects of the state's economy or increase in regulatory costS.24

The economic analysis mandated for each SERC must analyze a rule's potential impact over the 5 year
period from when the rule goes into effect. First is the rule's likely adverse impact on economic growth,
private-sector job creation or employment, or private-sector investment.25 Next is the likely adverse
impact on business competitiveness,26 productivity, or innovation.27 Finally, the analysis must discuss
whether the rule is likely to increase regulatory costs, including any transactional costS.28 If the
analysis shows the projected impact of the proposed rule in anyone of these areas will exceed $1
million in the aggregate for the 5 year period, the rule cannot go into effect until ratified by the
Legislature pursuant to s. 120.541 (3), F.S.

Present law distinguishes between a rule being "adopted" and becoming enforceable or "effective."29 A
rule must be filed for adoption before it may go into effeceo and cannot be filed for adoption until
completion of the rulemaking process. 31 A rule projected to have a specific economic impact exceeding
$1 million in the aggregate over 5 years32 must be ratified by the Legislature before going into effect.33

As a rule submitted under s. 120.541(3), F.S., becomes effective if ratified by the Legislature, a rule
must be filed for adoption before being submitted for legislative ratification.

Impact of Rules

With one exception, each rule creates the TMDL for one or more specific pollutants for a particular
waterbody. Rule 62-304.900, F.A.C., creates a specific TMDL for mercury in all Florida waters. While
the implementation of each of these separate TMDLs is projected to increase regulatory costs by over
$1 million in the first five years of operation, the adoption of TMDLs by DEP using a thorough scientific
process maintains Florida's overall compliance with the Clean Water Act and precludes the federal EPA
from setting these necessary levels.

Effect of Proposed Change

The bill ratifies Rules 62-304.300(3), (4), (5), (6), and (7); 62-304.330(10) and (11); 62-304.520(14),
(15), (16), (17), (18), (19), and (20); 62-304.610(12); 62-304.645(13) and (14); and 62-304.900, F.A.C.,
allowing each rule to go into effect.

21 Sloban v. Florida Board ofPharmacy, 982 So. 2d 26, 29-30 (Fla. 1st DCA 2008); Board ofTrustees ofthe Internal Improvement
Trust Fund v. Day Cruise Association, Inc., 794 So. 2d 696, 704 (Fla. Ist DCA 200 I).
22 Section 120.54(3)(a)l, F.S..
23 Section 120.55(l)(b)2, F.S.
24 Section 120.541(2)(a), F.S.
25 Section 120.541(2)(a)I., F.S.
26 Including the ability ofthose doing business in Florida to compete with those doing business in other states or domestic markets.
27 Section 120.54 I(2)(a) 2., F.S.
28 Section 120.54 I(2)(a) 3., F.S.
29 Section 120.54(3)(e)6. Before a rule becomes enforceable, thus "effective," the agency first must complete the rulemaking process
and file the rule for adoption with the Department of State.
30 Section 120.54(3)(e)6, F.S.
31 Section 120.54(3)(e), F.S.
32 Section 120.541(2)(a), F.S.
33 Section 120.541(3), F.S.
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B. SECTION DIRECTORY:

Section 1: Ratifies the following rules solely to meet the condition for effectiveness imposed by s.
120.541(3), F.S.:

• Rule 62-304.300, subsections (3), (4), (5), (6), and (7), FAC.

• Rule 62-304.330, subsections (10) and (11), FAC.

• Rule 62-304.520, subsections (14), (15), (16), (17), (18), (19), and (20), FAC.

• Rule 62-304.610, subsection (12), F.AC.

• Rule 62-304.645, subsections (13) and (14), FAC.

• Rule 62-304.900, FAC. (the statewide mercury TMDL)

The bill expressly limits ratification to the effectiveness of the rules. The bill directs the act shall not be
codified in the Florida Statutes but only noted in the historical comments to each rule by the
Department of State.

Section 2: Provides the act goes into effect upon becoming law.

II. FISCAL ANALYSIS & ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT

A FISCAL IMPACT ON STATE GOVERNMENT:

1. Revenues: The bill creates no additional source of state revenues.

2. Expenditures: The bill itself requires no state expenditures. Any resulting expenditures are due
to the substantive policy of the rule as addressed in the SERC for that rule.

B. FISCAL IMPACT ON LOCAL GOVERNMENTS:

1. Revenues: The bill itself has no impact on local government revenues.

2. Expenditures: The bill itself does not impose additional expenditures on local governments. Any
resulting expenditures are due to the substantive policy of the rule as addressed in the SERC for
that rule.

C. DIRECT ECONOMIC IMPACT ON PRIVATE SECTOR:

The bill itself does not directly impact the private sector. Any resulting economic impacts are due to the
substantive policy of the rule as addressed in the SERC for that rule.

D. FISCAL COMMENTS:

The economic impacts projected in the statements of estimated regulatory costs would result from the
application and enforcement of the specific TMDL in the specified water body.

III. COMMENTS

A CONSTITUTIONAL ISSUES:

1. Applicability of Municipality/County Mandates Provision:
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The legislation does not appear to require counties or municipalities to take any action requiring the
expenditure of funds, reduce the authority that counties or municipalities have to raise revenue in the
aggregate, nor reduce the percentage of state tax shared with counties or municipalities.

2. Other:

No other constitutional issues are presented by the bill.

B. RULE-MAKING AUTHORITY:

The bill meets the final statutory requirement for DEP to exercise its rulemaking authority in setting
TMDLs for the specified water bodies consistent with its duties under the CWA and the Watershed
Restoration Act of 1999. No additional rulemaking authority is required.

C. DRAFTING ISSUES OR OTHER COMMENTS: None

IV. AMENDMENTSI COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE CHANGES

STORAGE NAME: pcb02.RORS.docx
DATE: 3/28/2013

PAGE: 6
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A bill to be entitled

An act relating to ratification of rules; ratifying

specified rules for the sole and exclusive purpose of

satisfying any condition on effectiveness pursuant to

s. 120.541(3), F.S., which requires ratification of

any rule meeting any of specified thresholds for

likely adverse impact or increase in regulatory costs;

providing an effective date.

10 Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the state of Florida:

11

12 Section 1. (1) The following rules are ratified for the

13 sole and exclusive purpose of satisfying any condition on

14 effectiveness imposed under s. 120.541(3), Florida Statutes:

15 (a ) Ru 1 e 62 - 3 0 4 . 30 0, F. A . C., subsect ions (3), (4), (5) ,

Page 1of2

16 (6), and (7), as filed for adoption with the Department of State

17 pursuant to that certification package dated March 2, 2012.

18 (b) Rule 62-304.330, F.A.C., subsections (10) and (11), as

19 filed for adoption with the Department of State pursuant to that

20 certification package dated February 7, 2013.

21 (c ) Rule 62 - 3 0 4 . 52 0 , F. A. C. , subsections (14), (15), (16) ,

22 (17), (18), (19), and (20), as filed for adoption with the

23 Department of State pursuant to that certification package dated

24 March 20, 2013.

25 (d) Rule 62-304.610, F.A.C., subsection (12), relating to

26 Channelized Stream, as filed for adoption with the Department of

27 State pursuant to that certification package dated August 20,

28 2012, and as further corrected by that letter from the

PCB RORS 13-02-Ratification of Rules.doc
CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.
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PCB RORS 13-02 ORIGINAL 2013

Page 2of 2

29 Department of Environmental Protection to the Department of

30 State dated February 13, 2013.

31 (e) Rule 62-304.645, F.A.C., subsections (13) and (14), as

32 filed for adoption with the Department of State pursuant to that

33 certification package dated March 8, 2013.

34 (f) Rule 62-304.900, F.A.C., as filed for adoption with the

35 Department of State pursuant to that certification package dated

36 November 21, 2012.

37 (2) This act serves no other purpose and shall not be

38 codified in the Florida Statutes. After this act becomes law,

39 its enactment and effective dates shall be noted in the Florida

40 Administrative Code or the Florida Administrative Register or

41 both, as appropriate. This act does not alter rulemaking

42 authority delegated by prior law, does not constitute

43 legislative preemption of or exception to any provision of law

44 governing adoption or enforcement of the rUles cited, and is

45 intended to preserve the status of any cited rule as a rule

46 under chapter 120, Florida Statutes. This act does not cure any

47 rulemaking defect or preempt any challenge based on a lack of

48 authority or a violation of the legal requirements governing the

49 adoption of any rule cited.

50 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming law.

PCB HORS 13-02-Ratification of Rules.doc
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Rule Certification
Package and SERC:

Rules
62-304.300(3)-(7)



Florida Department of
Environmental Protection

Marjol)' Stoneman Douglas Building
3900 Commonwealth Boulevard
Tallahassee. Florida 32399-3000

Rick Scott
Governor

Jennifer Carroll
Lt. Governor

Herschel T. Vinyard Ir.
SecretaI)'

March 2, 2012

Ms. LizOoud
Section Administrator
Administrative Code and Weekly Section
500 South Bronaugh Street, Room 101
Pepper Building, Room 680
Tallahassee, Florida 32399

Re: Certification package for Rule 62-304.300(3) - (7), F.A.C.

Dear Ms. Ooud:

Attached is the certification package for Rules 62-304.300(3) - (7), F.A.C. The
Department concurrently published two separate notices of proposed rule for 62­
304.300. The subsections included in this certification package relate to provisions that
will require legislative ratification. The Department is sending under separate cover
another certification package relating to those rule subsections that do not require
legislative ratification.

I am the attorney handling this rulemaking. If you have any questions, please call me at
(850) 245-2262 or email me at kenneth.hayman@dep.state.fl~~.My mailing address is
noted on the letterhead above.

Sincerely,

(1uw~.&~
~ Kenneth Hayman

Senior Assistant General Counsel

Enclosures

cc: Jan Mandrup-Poulsen

''Morc Protection, Less Proccss­
www.dep.statc.n.us



CERTIFICATION OF DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

ADMINISTRATIVE RULES FILED WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE _-\ _, ~

I hereby certily: ~. i ~,,-
[Xl (1) That all statutory rulemaking requirements ofChapter 120, F.S., and all rulemaking requireniFp'~of't\l~ ~

If;':" r11
Department ofState have been complied with; and ·S~~: .~ ;:J
[XJ (2) That there is no administrative determination under Section 120.56(2), F.S., pending on any rul~eQVerea"?

. §~Y "2~
by thIs certification; and ?t'·

[Xl (3) All rules covered by this certification are filed within the prescnbed time limitations ofSection

120.54(3)(e), F.S. They are filed not less than 28 days after the notice required by Section 120.54(3)(a), F.S.• and

[XJ (a) Are filed not more than 90 days after the notice; or

[ ] (b) Are filed more than 90 days after the notice, but not more than 60 days after the administrative lawjudge

files the final order with the clerk or until 60 days after subsequent judicial review is complete; or

[ ] (c) Are filed more than 90 days after the notice. but not less than 21 days nor more than 45 days from the date

ofpublication ofthe notice ofchange; or

[ ] (d) Are filed more than 90 days after the notice, but not less than 14 nor more than 45 days after the

adjournment ofthe final public hearing on the rule; or

[ ] (e) Are filed more than 90 days after the notice. but within 21 days after the date ofreceipt ofall material

authorized to be submitted at the hearing; or

[ ] (t) Are filed more than 90 days after the notice, but within 21 days after the date the transcript was received by

this agency; or

[ ] (g) Are filed not more than 90 days after the notice, not including days the adoption ofthe rule was postponed

following notification from the Joint Administrative Procedures Committee that an objection to the rule was being

considered; or

[ ] (h) Are filed more than 90 days after the notice. but within 21 days after a good faith written proposal for a

lower cost regulatory alternative to a proposed rule is submitted which substantially accomplishes the objectives of

the law being implemented; or

[ ] (i) Are filed more than 90 days after the notice, but within 21 days after a regulatory alternative is offered by

the Small Business Regulatory Advisory Committee.



Attached are the original and two copies ofeach rule covered by this certification. The rules are hereby adopted by

the undersigned agency by and upon their filing with the Department ofState,

Rule No(s).

62~304.300

Under the provision ofSection 120.54(3)(e)6" F.s.. the rules take effect 20 days from the date filed with the

Department ofState or a later date as set out below:

(day) (year)

4
Number ofPages Certified



62-304.300 St. Marks River Basin TMDLs.

(l) No Change.

(2) No Change.

(3) Munson Slough Above Lake Munson.

~) of2.GO mglL. total nitrogen (TN) of0.72 mgIL. and total phOS!'horus (fP) of0.15 mg/L and are allocated as

follows:

(a) The WLA for waste»;:ater point sources is not mwlicable.

(b) The WLA for discharges subject to the Depat,'tn'!,ent's NPDES Municipal Stormwater Pennitting Program is

to address anthropogenic sources in the basin such that in-stream concentrations meet the dissolved oxygen criterion

and TMDL concentrations. which. based on the median concentrations from the 1973-2007 period. will reqYi!e a 50

percent reduction for B0I?b an 8.35 percent reduction for TN. and a 17.53 percent reduction for TP at sources

contributing to exceedanees of the criterion and TMPLs.

ee) The LAs for DOMoint sources are to address anthrgpogenic sources in the basin such that in-stream

concentWions meet the dissolved oxygen criterion and the TMDL concentrations. which. based on the median

concentrations from. the 1973-2007 period. win require a 50 percent rec:hwtion for BOD» an 8.35 per<ient reduction

for TN. and a 17.53 percent redpction for TP at sources contributing to exceedanc~§ ofthe criterion and IMDLs.

(d) T1W Margin ofSafety is implicit·

(e) While the WLA and LAs for BOD» TN. and TP have Wsm emressed as the concentrations and percent

reductions needed to attain the liDplicable Class ill criteria. it is the @mbined reductions from both antbroJ;>o~nic

point and nonnaint sources that will result in the required reduction of in-stream BOD» TN. and TP @ncentrations.

However. it is not !be intent ofthe TMDL to abate natural background conditions.

(4) Lake Munson. The turbidity TMDL is 31 Ne.phelometric turbidity units (NTIls) and i§ allocated as follows:

(a) The WLA for wastewater point sources is not ap,plicable.

(b) The WLA for discharges suqject to the Department's NPDES Municipal Stormwater Permitting Program ill

to address anthropogenic sources in the basin such that in-lake concentrations meet the TMDL goncentration. which.

based on the median conc~ntrations from the 1986-2007 period. will regyire a 31.9 percent reduction at sources

contributing to exceedances.

1



(c) The LAs for nonpoint sources are to address anthropogenic sources in the basin such that in-lake

concentrations meet the TMDL concentration. which, based on dle median concentrations from the 1986-2007

pWQ.d. will require a 31.9 percent reduction at sources contributing to exceedances ofthe IMPL.

Cd) The Margin ofSafety is imPlicit.

(e) While the WLA and LAs for mrbiditY have been expressed as the concentration and percent reduction

needed to attain the applicable Class III srion. it is the combined reductions from both anthropogenic point and

nanpoint sources that will result in dle ~guired reduction of in-lake turbidity concentration. However. it is not the

in1ent oftIie TMDL to abate natml1 backWound conditions.

(5) Lake Munson. The dissolved oxygen and nutrient [Trophic State Index crS1u TMDLs are in-lake

concentrations for BODi of2.00 mgIL. TN of0.765 mgIL. and TP of0.044 mgIL and are allocated as follows:

(a) The WLA for w@!!ewater sources is not ap.plicable.

(b) The WLA for discharges sublect to the D@Partment's NPDES MuniciPal Stormwater Permitting Program is

to address antl1r'9J'ogenic sources in the basiI! such that in-lake concentrations meet the dissolved oxygencriteriQn

gd the nutrient TMDL concentrations. which, based on the m!!@D concentrations from the 2004·2008 period, mIl

require a 50 percent reduction for BOD~ a 32.5 percent reduction for TN, and a 76.7 per£eIlt reduction for TP at

sources contributing to exceedances.

(c) The LAs for Donpoin! ~ources are to address anthropogenic sources in th~ basin such that in·hJk;e

concentrations meet the dissolved oxygen criterion and the TMDL concentrations, which, based on the me!W

concentrations from the 2004-2008 period, wIll require a SO percent reduction for BODf' a 32.5 percent reduction

for TN, and a 76,7 percenj reduction for TP at sources contributing to exceedances pfthe dissolved oxygen criterion

and BOD" and nutrients 1MDL concentrations.

(d) The Margin ofSafety is implicit

ee) While dle WLA and LAs for BQD~, TN and TP have been emressed as the concentrations and percent

reductions needed to attain the awlicable Class ill criteri@, it is the combined redumons from both anthropogenic

point and nmwoint sources that will result in the req!1imd mduction of in-lake BOD1> TN. and TP concentrations.

However, it is not the intent Qfthe TMDL to abate natural background cogditions.

(6) Munson Slough Below Lake Munson. The dissolved oxygen TMPL is an in-stream concentration for BOD~

of2.00 mgIL and is allocated as follows:

2



(a) The WLA for wastewater point sources is not applicable.

(b) The WLA for discharges subject to the Department's NPDES Municipal Stormwater Pemrltting Program is

to address anthropogenic sources in the basin such that in-stream concentrations meet !be dissolved oxygen criterion

and BOD2 TMDL concentration. which. based on the mean concentration from the period 1986-2007. will require a

52.9 percent reduction for BOD,1 at sources contributing to exceedances.

(c) The LAs for non,point sources are to address anthropogenic sources in the basin such that in-stream

concentrations meet the dissolved oxygen criterion and the BOD1TMOL concentration. which. based on the mean

concentrations from the 1986-2007 period. will regpire a 52.9 percem reduction for BODi at sources contributing to

exceedances ofthe criteria.

Cd) The Margin ofSafety is implicit.

eel While the WLA and LAs for BOD.1 have been expressed as the concentration and percent redyction needed

to attain tbe applicabl~ Class m dissolved oxygen criterion. it is the combined reductions from both APthropogenic

point and nonpoint sQl!!Ccs that will result in the required reduction of in-stream BOD~ concentrations. However. it

is not the intent ofthe TMPL to abate natural baclqu:ound conditions.

(1) Munson Slough Below Lake Munson. .The un-ionized atmnonia impairment is ad~ed by reductions in

total ammonia. The total ammonia TMDL is an in-stream. concentration of0.32 mgIL and is allocated as follows;

(a) The WLA for wastewater sources is not applicable.

® The WLA for discharges snbjest to the Dt;partment's NPDES Municipal StOl'mwater Permitting Program is

to address anthropogenic sources in the 2yin such that in-stream un-ionized ammonia concentrations meet~ water

qpality criterion. which. baseg on the mean concentration from the period 1971-2007. will r_e a 33.3 percent

reduction ortotal ammonia at SQurces contributing to exceedances,

(c) The LAs fOf nonpoint sources are to address anthropogenic sources in the basin such that in-stream un­

ionized ammonia concentrations meet the watm: guality criterion. which. based on the mean concentrations from the

1971-2007 period. will require a 33,3 percent reduction oitotal ammonia at sources contributing to exceedan"~,

(d) The Margin ofSafety is implicit,

(e) While the WLA and LAs for total ammonia have been express~ as the concentration and percent reduction

needed to attain the applicable Class III un-ionized ammonia cri~ion! it is the combined fSlductions from both

3



anthropogenic point and nonpoint sources that will result in the reguired reduction of in-stream un-ionized ammonia

concentrations. Howeyer. it is ngt the intent of the TMDL to abate naturaI background conditions.

Rulemaking Spe&i:fie Authority 403.061, 403.067 FS. Law Implemented 403.061, 403.062. 403.067 FS. History­

New 1()"21-08. Amended

4
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SUMMARY OF THE RULE

The Florida Watershed Restoration Act. codified at section 403.067, Florida Statutes, requires the

Department to establish total maximum daily loads ("TMDLs") for surface waters that have been verified as not

meeting applicable water quality standards. Utilizing the scientific methodologies set forth in Chapter 62~303,

FAC.• the Department previously identified the waters in the proposed rule as being impaired for various

parameters. Proposed roles 62-304.300(3) - (7) set TMDLs for turbidity (addresses aquatic life impairment), total

ammonia (addresses un-ionized ammonia impairment), 5-day biological oxygen demand (BODs), total nitrogen

(TN). and total phospboms (TP) that have caused low dissolved oxygen (DO) and nutrient impairments for Lake

Munson and/or Munson Slough that. ifmet, will redress the identified impairment A report detailing the derivation

ofthese TMDLs can be found at: ht!;p://www.dep.state.fl.usfwaterltmdl/docs/tmdls/rej!ost/munson1ak;eslough-

tmdl.pdf
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SUMMARY OF THE BEARING

No timely request for a hearing was received by the agency, and no hearing was held.
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STATEMENT OF THE FACTS AND CIRCUMSTANCES JUSTIFYING THE RULE

The Florida Watershed Restoration Act, codified at section 403.067, Florida Statutes. requires the

Department to establish total maximum daily loads ("TMDLs") for surface waters that have been verified; as not

meeting applicable water quality standards. Utilizing the scientific methodologies set forth in Chapter 62-303.

F.A.C., the Department previously identified the waters in the proposed rule as being impaired for various

parameters. Proposed rules 62-304.300(3) - (7) set TMDLs for turbidity (addresses aquatic life impairment), total

ammonia (addresses wt-ionized ammonia impairment), 5-day biological oxygen demand (BODs), total nitrogen

(TN). and total phosphorus (TP) that have caused low dissolved oxygen (DO) and nutrient impairments for Lake

Munson and/or Munson Slough that, ifmet, will redress the identified impainnent. A report detailing the derivation

ofthese TMDLs can be found at: http://www.dem.state.fl.us/waterltmdVdocs/tmdls/repostimunsonlakeslough-

tmdl.pdf
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FEDERAL COMPARIS<m; STATEMENT

Total maximum daily loads ("TMDLs") establish the maximum amount ofa pollutant that a

surface water body can assimilate without causing exceedances ofwater quality standards. 33 U.S.C. §

1313(d) ofthe federal Clean Water Act ("CWA") generally requires States to develop TMDLs for each

surface water bodY that cannot meet water quality standards after point sources I are controlled to prescribed

technology-based levels. In 1999, the Florida legislature enacted the Watershed Restoration Act, section

403.067, Florida Statutes, to specifically implement the federal TMDL program.

Utilizing the scientific methodologies set forth in Chapter 62-303, F.A.C., the Department

previously identified the water(s) in the proposed rule as being impaired for the specified pollutant(s). The

proposed rule sets TMDLs for the pollutant(s) for the specified water(s).

~,~i
'""'~":.~~ ';..":.::..'..........~
~~:.~:;~:: ..
(J',;,:,:
[",,"'..
rl:-1'~ .......

(',
.........~ .,-
0"
~i.~..
o~...:

)::oF"

I "Point source" refers to any discernible, confined and discrete conveyance, such as a pipe or ditch, used to
discharge pollutants into surface waters. 33 U.S.C. § 1362(14). The CWA implements a permit program,
known as the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System ("NPDES"), to regulate discharges of
pollutants from point sources into waters ofthe U.S. Non-point sources refer to all other pollutant
discharges into surface waters and are typically associated with ditli.lse stormwater such as agricultural
runoff.



Division:
Board:
Rule Number:
Rule Description:

Contact Person:

Florida Department of Environmental Protection

Statement Of Estimated Regulatory Costs (SERC)

Environmental Assessment and Restoration

62-304.300
Incorporation of the State and federal requirements to define the
nutrient Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs) for three impaired
waters in the Lake Munson/Munson Slough Watershed
Jan Mandrup-Poulsen

Please remember to analyze the impact of the rule, NOT the statute, when
completing this form.

Section 120.541 (1) (b), Florida Statutes, requires the preparation ofa Statement ofEstimated
Regulatory Costs (SERC) in association with agency rulemaking when a proposed rule either
will have an adverse impact on small business or is likely to directly or indirectly increase
regulatory costs in excess of$200,000 in the aggregate within 1 year after the implementation of
the rule. Local stakeholders and the public at large often are interested in the cost of
restoration. However, the total cost is unknown at the time ofadoption ofa TMDL rule because
so much is dependent on implementation ofrestoration activities to achieve the TMDL. The
Florida Department ofEnvironmental Protection (Department) has determined that the most
transparent and efficient action is to prepare a SERCfor every proposed TMDL rule.

In preparing a SERC, the Department follows the requirements of120.541 (2), Florida Statutes,
to evaluate whether a proposed TMDL rule is likely to (1) have an adverse. impact on economic
growth, private sector job creation or employment, or private sector investment in excess of$1
million in the aggregate within 5 years after the implementation ofthe rule; (2) have an adverse
impact on business competitiveness; and (3) increase regulatory costs, including any
transactional costs, in excess of $1 million in the aggregate within 5 years after the
implementation of the rule. The Department has determined that implementation of the
reductions imposed directly by these TMDL rules will be assigned to entities covered by the
Department's regulatory programs (i.e., National Pollutant Discharge Elimination Systems
(NPDES) Permits. As such, the SERe evaluation willfocus on estimates offuture costs to these
regulated entities as a result ofthe adoption of these three rules. Additionally under Section H
below, the Department will include a summary of the total cost estimate for restoration of the
waterbody. Section H will include estimates of costs associated with projects that regulated
entities have already implemented, either in anticipation of the adoption of the TMDL or as
independent projects that reduce nutrient loadings.

A. Is the rule likely to, directly or indirectly, have an adverse impact on economic
growth, private-sector job creation or employment, or private-sector investment in
excess of $1 million in the aggregate within 5 years after the implementation of the rule?

2. Is the rule likely to reduce total non-farm employment? DYes

1. Is the rule likely to reduce personal income? DYes I:8J No

I:8J No



Florida Department of Environmental Protection
Statement Of Estimated Regulatory Costs (SERC)

3. Is the rule likely to reduce private housing starts?

4. Is the rule likely to reduce visitors to Florida?

5. Is the rule likely to reduce wages or salaries?

6. Is the rule likely to reduce property income?

D Yes ~ No

D Yes ~ No

D Yes ~ No

D Yes ~ No

Explanation

As required by the Federal Clean Water Act and Florida Watershed Restoration Act (403.067,
FS.) these three rules will define the TMDLs for nutrients in three impaired waters including
Lake Munson and Munson Slough (above and below the lake). These rules are consistent with
state and federal laws/regulations, policies, and guidance and will impose no requirements
beyond or in addition to those already in statute. None of these three rules will directly or
indirectly adversely impact personal income, non-farm employment, housing, tourism, wages, or
property income in excess of1 million dollars within 5 years ofimplementation.

As part ofthe process ofadopting these TMDLs, the Department conducts a thorough analysis of
discharge sources and establishes general allocations for these sources. The general allocations
are broadly divided among three general categories ofsources: 1) facilities permitted under the
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) program, which receive a Wasteload
Allocation (WLA), 2) local governments requiring a Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System
(MS4) permit, which receive a WLA separate from the WLA covered in category 1), and 3) all
sources other than categories 1 and 2 receive a Load Allocation (LA).

In determining the SERC for the proposed TMDL rules, the Department examined the effect of
these rules to entities within the three general allocation categories. Because there are no
NPDES permitted wastewater facilities within the basin ofthese impaired waters that received a
specific load reduction, the Department has not proposed any WLAs in these rules and, thus, no
employment and personal income associated with any NPDES facilities is adversely affected by
these rules.

For the second allocation category, there are a number of local governments in the basin that
hold MS4 permits, and are covered by WLAs in the proposed TMDLs.

These rules are not likely to reduce total non-farm employment because the majority ofthe costs
will be to reduce the nutrients in stormwater discharged by the regulated entities and improve
septic tank performance. These rules are not likely to reduce private housing starts or visitors to
Florida. These rules are not likely to reduce wages or salaries.

For the third allocation category, the proposed TMDLs contain LAs, and the Department has
evaluated whether promulgation of these TMDLs will affect any entities as a result of the LA.
Discharges captured in the LA are generally considered nonpoint sources and are not subject to
Clean Water Act permitting. However, the restoration process outlined in Section 403.067, FS.,



Florida Department of Environmental Protection
Statement Of Estimated Regulatory Costs (SERC)

which includes the adoption of TMDLs, can impose certain obligations on nonpoint sources. A
potentially important nonpoint source is the nutrient contribution from septic tanks (Florida
State University 2010). The estimates in the SERC for the number of septic tanks that need
improved performance are good faith estimates of likely costs that will be incurred to meet the
TMDL rule requirements. At this time, there remains a moderate degree of uncertainty as to
which specific combination ofprojects will be required to meet the nutrient reductions. For
example, when the stakeholders develop the nutrient reduction plan, it may be found that
additional areas on septic tanks need to be included or that other options are more cost effective.

The possible BMP costs for these agricultural activities are considered as part ofthe total costs
to restore the impaired waters, and are evaluated in Section H of this SERC, but they are not
included in the mandated costs required by the Department's regulatory programs.

In summary, while these proposed TMDLs will help facilitate effective implementation ofexisting
laws and regulations, they are not expected to cause any adverse impact on personal income,
non-farm employment, housing starts, and wages, and will help maintain property values and
provide a safer environment that will benefit tourism ofthe State.

If any of these questions are answered "Yes," presume that there is a likely and adverse
impact in excess of $1 million, and the rule must be submitted to the legislature for
ratification.

B. Is the rule likely to, directly or indirectly, have an adverse impact on business
competitiveness, including the ability of persons doing business in the state to compete
with persons doing business in other states or domestic markets, productivity, or
innovation in excess of $1 million in the aggregate within 5 years after the
implementation of the rule?

1. Is the rule likely to raise the price of goods or services provided by Florida
business?

D Yes ~ No

2. Is the rule likely to add regulation that is not present in other states or
markets?

D Yes ~ No

3. Is the rule likely to reduce the quantity of goods or services Florida
businesses are able to produce, Le. will goods or services become too expensive to
produce?

D Yes ~ No

4. Is the rule likely to cause Florida businesses to reduce workforces?
D Yes ~ No



Florida Department of Environmental Protection
Statement Of Estimated Regulatory Costs (SERC)

5. Is the rule likely to increase regulatory costs to the extent that Florida
businesses will be unable to invest in product development or other innovation?

DYes C8J No

6. Is the rule likely to make illegal any product or service that is currently legal?
DYes C8J No

Explanation:

As required by the Federal Clean Water Act and Florida Watershed Restoration Act (403.067,
FS.) these three rules will define the TMDLs for nutrients in three impaired waters including
Lake Munson and Munson Slough (above and below the lake). These rules are consistent with
state and federal laws/regulations, policies, and guidance and will impose no requirements
beyond or in addition to those already in statute.

The implementation ofthese rules is not likely to raise the price ofgoods or services provided by
Florida business, as the total costs ofimplementing will be primarily assigned to entities covered
by existing regulations and are designed to reduce the nutrients in stormwater discharged by the
regulated entities and improve septic tankperformance. These improvements should not add any
additional costs to the price of goods or the services provided by businesses within the
watershed. These rules are not likely to add regulation that is not present in other states or
markets because the federal TMDL requirements are applied nationwide. These rules are not
likely to reduce the quantity ofgoods or services Florida businesses are able to produce. These
rules are not likely to cause Florida businesses to reduce worliforces as the total costs of
implementing will be primarily assigned to regulated entities and are designed to reduce the
nutrients in stormwater discharged by these entities and to improve septic tank performance.
These rules are not likely to increase regulatory costs to the extent that Florida businesses will
be unable to invest in product development or other innovations as the total costs of
implementing will be primarily assigned to regulated entities and are designed to reduce the
nutrients in stormwater discharged by these entities and to improve septic tank performance.
These rules do not make illegal any product or service that is currently legal.

If any of these questions are answered "Yes," presume that there is a likely and adverse
impact in excess of $1 million, and the rule must be submitted to the legislature for
ratification.

C. Is the rule likely, directly or indirectly, to increase regulatory costs, including any
transactional costs (see F below for examples of transactional costs), in excess of $1
million in the aggregate within 5 years after the implementation of this rule?

Low and high end costs (Tables 2 and 3 respectively) were calculated using a template
Excel spreadsheet. The assumptions, procedures, and results of the calculations are
outlined under Section H. References are provided in Attachment 1. For this SERC,
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due to the low percent reductions of 8% for TN and 17% for TP required for the area
upstream of Lake Munson, the low end regulatory costs estimates from Section H were
used in this SERC.

Costs to Regulated Entities

Capital costs without operation and maintenance costs.

Urban (total cap. cost annualized x 5 years)
Septic tanks (total cap. cost annualized x 5 years x 623 tanks)
MS4 Implementation Plan ($40,000 x 3 impaired waters
1. Total

Annual operation and maintenance costs

$1,206,760
$467,250
$120,000

$1,794,010

3. Number of times annual costs will recur in 5 years

Urban
Septic
2. Total

($650 x 623 tanks)
$127,848
$404,950
$532,798

5

4. Multiply Item 2 times Item 3

5. Add Item 1 to Item 4

$2,663,990

$4,458,000

If 5. is greater than $1 million, there is likely an increase of regulatory costs in excess of
$1 million, and the rule must be submitted to the legislature for ratification.

D. Good faith estimates (numbers/types):

1. The number of individuals and entities likely to be required to comply with the
rule. (Please provide a reasonable explanation for the estimate used for the number of individuals and
methodology used for deriving the estimate).

The total costs of implementing will be primarily assigned to regulated entities and are
designed to reduce the nutrients in stormwater discharged by these entities and to improve
septic tank performance. Within the Munson Slough/Lake Munson Watershed, the
stormwater collection systems owned and operated by Leon County, City of Tallahassee
(COT), and Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) District Three, within Leon
County, are covered by Phase I NPDES municipal separate storm sewer system (MS4)
permits. Leon County and FDOT are co-permitees (FLS000033), while the COT
(FLS000034) is the other major permit holder. Phase II permits are held by Florida State
University (FLR04E051), Florida A&M University (FLR04E095), and the Federal
Correctional Institution (FLR04E096). The total costs of implementing will be primarily
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assigned to these entities and are designed to reduce the nutrients in stormwater discharged
by these entities and to improve septic tankperformance.

2. A general description of the types of individuals likely to be affected by the rule.

The regulated entities are county and city governments and large universities.

E. Good faith estimates (costs):

1. Cost to the department of implementing the proposed rule:

[g] None. The department intends to implement the proposed rule within its current
workload, with existing staff.

D Minimal. (Provide a brief explanation).

D Other. (Please provide a reasonable explanation for the estimate used and methodology used for
deriving the estimate).

2. Cost to any other state and local government entities of implementing the
proposed rule:

D None. This proposed rule will only affect the department.

D Minimal. (Provide a brief explanation).

[g] Other. (Please provide a reasonable explanation for the estimate used and methodology used for
deriving the estimate).

Costs are based on an economic analysis spreadsheet developed by the department to
estimate costs. A description ofthe spreadsheet is provided Section H, with
references in Attachment 1.

Cost to the department of enforcing the proposed rule:

[g] None. The department intends to enforce the proposed rule within its current
workload with existing staff.

D Minimal. (Provide a brief explanation).

D Other. (Please provide a reasonable explanation for the estimate used and methodology used for
deriving the estimate).
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4. Cost to any other state and local government of enforcing the proposed rule:

D None.

C8J Minimal. (Provide a briefexplanation).

Costs ofenforcement incurred by MS4 entities are already included as a normal cost
ofimplementing the MS4 permit requirements.

D Other. (Please provide a reasonable explanation for the estimate used and methodology used for
deriving the estimate).

F. Good faith estimates (transactional costs) likely to be incurred by individuals and
entities, including local government entities, required to comply with the
requirements of the proposed rule. (Includes filing fees, cost of obtaining a license, cost ofequipment
required to be installed or used, cost of implementing processes and procedures, cost of modifying existing
processes and procedures, additional operating costs incurred, cost of monitoring, and cost of reporting, or any
other costs necessary to comply with the rule).

C8J None.
Transactional costs incurred by the regulated entities are already included
as a normal cost of implementing permit requirements.

D Minimal. (Provide a briefexplanation).

D Other. (Please provide a reasonable explanation for the estimate used and methodology used for deriving
the estimate).

G. An analysis of the impact on small business as defined by s. 288.703, F.S., and an
analysis of the impact on small counties and small cities as defined by s. 120.52,
F.S. (Includes:

• Why the regulation is needed [e.g., How will the regulation make the regulatory process more efficient?
Required to meet changes in federal law? Required to meet changes in state law?];

• The type of small businesses that would be subject to the rule;

• The probable impact on affected small businesses [e.g., increased reporting requirements; increased
staffing; increased legal or accounting fees?];

• The likely per-firm regulatory cost increase, if any).

A small business is defined in Section 288.703, F.S., as "...an independently owned
and operated business concern that employs 200 or fewer permanent full-time
employees and that, together with its affiliates, has a net worth of not more than $5
million or any firm based in this state which has a Small Business Administration
8(a) certification. As applicable to sole proprietorships, the $5 million net worth
requirement shall include both personal and business investments."
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No explicit evaluation ofcosts to small business can be provided in this SERe. There will be
no direct costs to small businesses. Additionally, no information is available to separate
indirect costs to small business from the total costs of the rule incurred by MS4 permit
holders.

A small county is defined in Section 120.52(19), F.S., as "any county that has an
unincarcerated population of 75,000 or less according to the most recent decennial
census." And, a small city is defined in Section 120.52(18), F.S., as "any municipality
that has an unincarcerated population of 10,000 or less according to the most recent
decennial census."

The estimated number of small businesses that would be subject to the rule:

D 1-99 D 100-499
D 1,000-4,999 D More than 5,000
[g] Unknown, please explain:

D 500-999

There is no information available to separate the indirect costs to small business from the
total costs of the rule incurred by MS4 permit holders; therefore, the number of small
business effected is unknown.

D Analysis of the impact on small business:

[gI There is no small county or small city that will be impacted by this proposed rule.

D A small county or small city will be impacted. Analysis:

D Lower impact alternatives were not implemented? Describe the alternatives and
the basis for not implementing them.

H. Any additional information that the agency determines may be useful.

D None.

[gI Additional.

Lake Munson and Munson Slough Additional Information

Below, the department has included a summary ofthe procedures and assumptions used to
estimate the SERe. In addition to the costs to regulated entities identified under the SERe
evaluation, the department has provided below the cost estimate for all non-regulated entities
and ifavailable, the costs associated with projects that regulated entities may have implemented,
either in anticipation ofthe adoption ofthe TMDL or as independent projects that reduce
nutrient loadings.
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The impairments covered by this SERC are in Munson Slough above Lake Munson, Lake
Munson, and Munson Slough below Lake Munson (Figure 1).

The incremental costs that might be incurred when implementing the three proposed TMDLs
were calculated using an Excel worksheet described below. The Excel worksheet will be
made available upon request.

A summary ofregulatory and non-regulatory component costs for restoration is provided in
Table 2 for low end costs and Table 3 for high end costs.

Both low and high end regulatory costs were developedfor the SERC and were based on the
assumptions described below. As described previously, low end costs were usedfor the
SERC, as the TMDL percent reductions are low.

Low-end cost/year of$891,600,for afive-year total of$4,458,000.

High-end cost/year of$l 1, 906, 400for afive-year total of$59,532,000.

Component Costs

In addition to the costs ofdeveloping the restoration plan known as the Basin Management
Action Plan (BMAP, included in non-regulatory costs), the Unit costs are included in the
worksheetfor three nutrient source types that may incur costs:

• Costs to control nutrient loadingfrom septic systems (included in regulatory costs)
• Costs to implement stormwater controls in urban areas (included in regulatory costs)
• Costs to implement agricultural best management practices (BMPs) (included in non­

regulatory cost)

The total costs ofimplementing the rule will be primarily assigned to regulated entities and
are designed to reduce the nutrients in stormwater discharged by these entities and improve
septic tankperformance. As a result, the SERC has been developed to address costs to the
regulated entities covered by components Urban (includes MS4 nutrient reduction plan
costs) and Septic Tanks. The SERe evaluationfor septic tanks focuses on those tanks that
are within the jurisdiction ofa regulated entity. However, the Department has provided
information on the total costs ofrestoration in recognition ofthe potential for the total costs
to include other non-regulated entities and septic tanks outside ofMS4 areas that may
become known during the development ofthe Basin Management Action Plan (BMAP) and
costs that may have been incurred, either inanticipation ofthe adoption ofthe TMDL or as
independent projects that reduce nutrient loadings.
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Regulatory Costs:

Urban:

The template includes per unit costs that may be neededfor stormwater controls on urban
land. These costs were developedfrom a list ofcompleted stormwater retrojit projects
throughout Florida (FDEP, 2010a). The tool uses the median costfrom the list ofprojects­
approximately $6,800 per acre for both low end and high end estimates (from a range of
$62 to $60,300 per acre treated). FDEP (2010b) indicates that annual O&M costs would
amount to approximately 5 percent ofcapital costs. The total unit cost (per acre) treated is
therefore assumed to be the capital cost, $6,800, annualized at 7percent interest over a 20­
year payment period, plus the annual O&M costs: approximately $1,000.

Table 1 contains the acreage ofwatershed specific landuse information that was extracted
from the 2004 landuse provided by the NWFWMD. For the purposes ofcalculating the
incremental costs for urban land, only the non-agricultural anthropogenic land area was
included, all natural land area was removed (e.g. forests, water, and wetlands).

The remaining urban land area is divided into three categories:

Urban Phase II MS4 (all cases) assumes 77.9% ofland need controls and 40.7% is low
density. '
Urban Phase I MS4, Low end assumes all acres have controls already in place.
Urban Phase I MS4, High end assumes 77.9% ofacres need controls and 24.3% is low
density.

For this watershed, all ofthe area is covered by either a Phase Ior Phase II MS4 permit.

The default assumption for low density residential is that these lands will meet the basic
TMDL needs because ofthe turffertilizer rule. Therefore, this acreage ofland was removed
from the total acreage used to calculate the incremental costs for both Phase I and II
permitted area.

The low end cost estimate assumes 100% ofacreage covered by the Phase I MS4 permit has
sufficient controls to meet the TMDL reduction needs. The high end cost estimate assumes
that only the land developed after 1984 meets the TMDL needs (22%).

Low-end costs/year $369,200, jive-year cost of$1,846,000
High-end costs/year $11,066,500, jive-year cost of$55,332,500

MS4 Nutrient Reduction Plan

Costs based on an evaluation ofthe costs incurred developing existing nutrient reduction
plans.



Florida Department of Environmental Protection
Statement Of Estimated Regulatory Costs (SERC)

Low end cost of$40,000 per impaired waterbody.
High end cOst of$50,000 per impairedwaterbody.

With three impaired waters, the total costs would range between $120,000 to $150,000

Septic Systems:

For this SERC, the option selected was to upgrade to Advanced systems (no hook up to
wastewater treatment plant) because only an 8% reduction in TN and a 17% reduction in
TP is needed and Advanced systems can achieve up to a 50%-60% reduction in nitrogen
(Florida State University 2010). Normally functioning septic tanks are not expected to
contribute to the TP impairments in this basin.

The 623 parcels containing septic tanks used in the analysis were identified by GIS as those
within an MS4 boundary and within 200 meters ofa stream or lake shoreline (Figure 1).
The number oflandparcels containing septic tanks was based on the information provided
by the DOH as part a GIS geodatabase from the Statewide Inventory ofOnsite Sewage
Treatment and Disposal Systems in Florida (2009).

http://www.dohstate.fl.us/environment/ostds/researchl07-01­
09Materials/Statewide Inventory OSTDS. pdf

The two estimates oftotal capital cost per tank were annualized at 7percent interest over a
20-year period, the average life ofa septic tank. Septic tanks would only be upgraded when
they failed and not all at one time. This, plus the fixed annual O&M costs is the total per
unit cost for the low and high end estimates.

Low end capital costs per septic tank unit of$2,000 (annual costs of$150/yr for 20 years) is
based on estimates provided by Wastewater Technologies 2010, plus the $650 ofannual
O&M that was based on Chang et al 2010. Therefore, the total low end annual total cost is
$800 ($150+$650) times 623 tanks or $498,400.

High end capital costs per septic tank unit of$6,500 (annual costs of$650/yrfor 20 years)
is based on estimates provided by McNeer 2009, plus the $650 ofannual O&M that was
based on Chang et al 2010. Therefore, the total high end annual total cost is $1,300
($650+$650) times 623 tanks or $809,900.

Low-end cost/year $498,400, for five-year cost of$2,492, 000
High-end cost/year $809,900, for five-year cost of$4,049,500

Non-Regulatory Costs
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Agriculture:

The potential incremental costs ofadditional agricultural BMPs that may be necessary to
meet TMDL load reduction requirements are based on a study ofBMP requirements and
costs by Soil and Water Engineering Technology, Inc. (SWET, 2008). SWET develops three
types ofBMP programs: the set ofBMPs that land owners would likely implement without
incentives (owner program); the set ofBMPs that would be implemented under a
reasonably funded cost share program or modest regulatory approach (typical program);
and more aggressive and costly controls that could be needed ifadditional nutrient
reductions are required (alternative program). Costs are estimated by the template for
agricultural land in the watershedfor both low- and high-cost scenarios. In the low-cost
scenario, only agricultural land not enrolled in BMPs under FDACS incurs compliance
costs [farms not covered by a DACS Notice ofIntent (NOI) to implement BMPsj. In the
high-cost scenario, all agricultural land incurs compliance costs.

As costs differ for various agricultural land uses, the tool makes assumptions on the
distribution ofthe agricultural land in the watershed by land use category. This distribution
is based on whether agricultural acreage in the watershed is identified manually or by
county.

Ifthe user identifies agricultural sources by manually inputting acreage (as is the case
here), the acres entered are distributed among agricultural land uses following the general
distribution ofagricultural land use in the state ofFlorida.

Ifthe user instead identifies agricultural sources by county location, GIS estimates ofthe
agricultural land uses in each county are combined with the proportion ofeach county
selected by the user as part ofthe watershed to calculate agricultural land use in the
watershed by FLUCCS code.

By default, total agricultural costs are calculated using unit costs for the most aggressive,
alternative program controls. However, the user may opt to use unit costs for the typical
program controls if incremental requirements are not expected to be sufficiently demanding
to warrant the most aggressive agricultural controls. Total agricultural costs are
calculated by multiplying the agricultural acres in the watershed in each land use category
by the corresponding cost per acre for that land use category. The low cost estimate is
calculated by multiplying estimated agricultural acres not enrolled in BMPs in the
watershed by the corresponding unit costs for each land use category. The high estimate of
agricultural costs is calculated by multiplying all estimated agricultural acreage in the
watershed by the corresponding unit costs.

Using GIS software and NWFWMD 2004 Landuse, DEP Identified 335 acres ofagriculture
within the area covered by the three rules (Table 1).
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Ifboth TN and TP are included (as is the case here) the higher per acre cost ofBMP
implementation are usedfor both the low-end and high-end estimates.

Low-end costs/year $15,465, five-year cost of$77,325.
High-end costs/year $21,921, five-year cost of$109,605
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Table 1
Landuse and Acreage used in TMDL Model

.._-
1100
1200
1300
1400
2100
4000
5000
6000
8200
Total
Total
AnthroP9genic
Phase 1 MS4
Phase II MS4

Low density residential
Medium density residential
High density residential
Commercial and Services
Cropland and Pastureland
Upland Forests/Rural Open
Water
Wetlands
TransportationiCommunicationlUtility

Permits:

34,797

19,623
19,288
835

Phase I NPDES MS4 permits
Leon County and FDOT District 3 are co-permitees permit FLS000033.
City of Tallahassee FLS000034.

Phase II NPDES MS4 permits
Florida State University (FLR04E051)
Florida A&M University (FLR04E095)
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Figure 1
GIS examination of septic tanks within 200 foot buffer of streams or lakes resulted in 623

septic tank parcels that ha\"e reasonable potential to impact surface waters.

o 0.5 1 2 Mil..
'"",,t!
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Table 2
Low End Total Regulatory and Non-Regulatory Costs

CAP/year O&M/yr Totalfyr Total5-yr

Regulatory

Urban

Phase I $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Phase II $241,352.00 $127,848.00 $369,200.00 $1,846,000.00

MS4 reduction plan one-
time cost (3 impairments) $40,000 $120,000

Septic $150.00 $650.00

#tanks 623 623

Cost $93,450.00 $404,950.00 $498,400.00 $2,492,000.00

Total-Regulatory $4,458,000.00

Non-Regulatory

Agriculture $15,465.00 $77,325.00

Total-Non-Regulatory $77,325.00

Existing Known Projects

Grand Total $4,535,325.00
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Table 3
High End Total Regulatory and Non-Regulatory Costs

CAp/year O&M/yr Total/yr Total5-yr

Regulatory

Urban

Phase I $6,993,081.00 $3,704,219.00 $10,697,300.00 $53,486,500.00

Phase II $241,352.00 $127,848.00 $369,200.00 $1,846,000.00
MS4 reduction plan one-
time cost (3 impairments) $50,000 $150,000

Septic $650.00 $650.00

#tanks 623 623

Cost $404,950.00 $404,950.00 $809,900.00 $4,049,500.00

Total-Regulatory $59,532,000.00

Non-Regulatory

Agriculture $21,921.00 $109,605.00

Total-Non-Regulatory $109,605.00

Existing Known Projects

Grand Total $59,641,605.00

I. A description of any good faith written proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative
to the proposed rule which substantially accomplishes the objectives of the law
being implemented and either a statement adopting the alternative or a statement of
the reasons rejecting the alternative in favor of the proposed rule.,

IZI No good faith written proposals for a lower cost regulatory alternative to the
proposed rule were received.

o See attachment "A".

o Adopted in entirety.
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o Adopted / rejected in part. (Provide a description of the parts adopted or rejected, and provide
a brief statement of the reasons adopting or rejecting this altemative in part).

o Rejected in entirety. (Provide a brief statement of the reasons rejecting this altemative).

o See attachment "B".

o Adopted in entirety.

o Adopted / rejected in part. (Provide a description of the parts adopted or rejected, and provide
a brief statement of the reasons adopting or rejecting this altemative in part).

o Rejected in entirety. (Provide a briefstatement of the reasons rejecting this altemative).

o See attachment "G".

o Adopted in entirety.

o Adopted / rejected in part. (Provide a description of the parts adopted or rejected, and provide
a brief statement of the reasons adopting or rejecting this altemative in part).

o Rejected in entirety. (Provide a brief statement of the reasons rejecting this altemative).

o See attachment "0".

o Adopted in entirety.

o Adopted / rejected in part. (Provide a description of the parts adopted or rejected, and provide
a brief statement of the reasons adopting or rejecting this altemative in part).

o Rejected in entirety. (Provide a briefstatement of the reasons rejecting this altemative).

o See attachment "E".

o Adopted in entirety.

o Adopted / rejected in part. (Provide a description of the parts adopted or rejected, and provide
a brief statement of the reasons adopting or rejecting this altemative in part).

o Rejected in entirety. (Provide a brief statement of the reasons rejecting this altemative).

# # #
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lower cost regulatory alternative to a proposed rule is submitted which substantially accomplishes the objectives of

the law being implemented; or

[ ] (i) Are filed more than 90 days after the notice, but within 21 days after a regulatory alternative is offered by

the Small Business Regulatory Advisory Committee.



Attached are the original and two copies ofeach rule covered by this certification. The rules are hereby adopted by

the undersigned agency by and upon their tiling with the Department ofState.

Rule No(s).

62-304.330(10)-(11)

Under the provision of8ection 120.54(3Xe)6., F.S., the rules take effect 20 days from the date tiled with the

Department ofState or a later date as set out below:

(day) (year)
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Number ofPages Certified



62-304.330 Pensacola Bay Basin TMDLs.

(l) through (9) No change.

(101 North Escambig,Bay and .fudges Bayou (marine). The total phosphQl1lS (TIJ) TMDL for the Pensacola B!!y

estuary required to restore the marine sections ofNortb Escambia Bay and Judges Bayou is 601.345 Ibslyear. a 35

percent reduction in TP from the 2002-2009 period to address nutrient impairments. The existing total ni1:roBen (TN)

loading to the Pensacola B!!y estuary is 16,795,853 lbslyear, and no reduction is reguired. The 'I'M.I5~.~ ~ed as
,. -n

foIl
. r·q

ows: c':)

Ca) The WLA for wastewater sources discharging to the lOWer Bscambia River and areas adiacent~ the .~
'.:;"- ..-,

impaired waters is divided between GulfPower Company CNPDES permit FLQ00227s>. Pace Water~~~:'"

(NPDES permit FLOI022021 and Ascend Performance Materials LLC (NPDES permit FLO002488l. ~~loc.fttoD

to QulfPower Complmy for TP is 2;S521bslyear and 21,3921bslyear for TN. The allocation to Pace Water System.

Inc. for TP is 3,852 lbslyear and 32.052 Ibslyear for TN. The allocation to Ascend Performance Materials. LLC for

TP is 5.1471bs/year and 73,1711bslvr for TN.

(bJ The WLA for discharges subject to the Department's NPDES MlUlicipal Stormwater Permitting Program is

to address antbrQ,pogenic sources in the basin such that in-stream concentrations meet the TP and TN~ets which.

based on modeled concentrations for the 2002 - 2009 period. will regpire a 35 peramt reduction orTP and a0 (zero)

percent reduction in TN for sources contributing to the nutrient impairment. and

(c) The LA for nonpoint SQUl'Ces is to address antbrojx>genic sources in the basin such that in-stream

concentrations meet the 'IN and IP targets which. based on modeled concentrations from the 2002 to 2009 period.

will require a35 Percent reduction orIP and a 0 (zero) percent reduction in TN for sources contributing to the

nutrient impairment.

(d) The Margin ofSafety is imPlicit.

Ce) While the LA and WLA for TN and TP have been expressed as the Percent reductions or loads needed to

.in the glicable Class ill nutrient criteria. it is the combined reductions from both anthropogenic point and

nonDOint sources that will result in the regyired reduction ofin-stream TN and TP concentrations. However. it is not

the intent ofthe TMDL to abate nA!nrn' background conditions.

(f) The De;partment will establish the detailed allocation for sources inparaanmhs au and (c) above. Pursuant to

paragraph 403.067(6)(b), Florida Statutes.



(11) Bayou Chico (marine). The TMDL for the marine sections ofBayou Chico is a30 percent reduction in

total nitrogen (TN) and a 30 percent reduction for total phomhQIUS CTP) to address a nutrient impairment. and is

allocated as follows:

(V The WLA for wastewater sources is not ap,plicable,

(b) The WLA for discharges subject to the Demartment's NPDES MuniciPal Stormwater Permitting Program is

to address anthropogenic sources in the basin such that in-stream concentrations meet the TN and TP targem which.

based on modeled concentrations for the 2002-2009 period. will require a30 percent reduction ofboth TN and TP

for sources COPmbuting to the nutrient impairment. and

(0) The LA for no:qpoint sources is to address anthro,pogenic sources in the basin such that in-stream

concen1rations meet the 1N and TP targets which. based on modeled concen1rations from the 2002 to 2009 period.

:will reQUire a30 percent reduction ofboth 1N and TP for sources contributing to the nutrient impairment

(4) The Margin ofsafety is implicit.

(e) While the LA and WLA for 1N and lP have been expressed as the percent redu.otions needed to attain the

applicable Class DI nutrient criteria. it is the combined reductions from both antbrQpogenic point and nonpoint

sources that will result in the required reduction ofin-stream TN and TP concentrations. However. it is not the

intent ofthe TMDL to abate natural backaround conditions.

Rulemaking Authority 403,061,403.067 FS. Law Implemented 403.061,403,062,403.067 FS. History-New 6-3-

08, Amended 11-14-12....... '



SUMMARy OF THE RULE

The Florida Watershed Restoration Act, codified at section 403.067, Florida Statutes, requires the

Department to establish total maximum daily loads C"TMDLs") for surface waters that have been verified as not

meeting applicable water quality standards. Utilizing the scientific methodologies set forth in Chapter 62-303,

F.A.C., the Department previously identified the waters in the proposed rule as being impaired for nutrients.

Proppsed rules 62.304.330(10)-(11) set nutrient TMDLs for North Escambia Bay, the marine portion ofJudges

Bayou and Bayou Chico that, ifmet, will redress the identified impairment. A report detailing the derivation of

these TMDLs can be found at: httj>:/!www.de.p.state.tl.uslwater/tmdl/drafttmdl.htm#Group4 .

'.f -
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STATEMENT OF THE FACTS AND CIRCUMSTANCES JUSTIFYING THE RULE

The Florida Watershed :Restoration Act, codified at section 403.067, Florida Statutes, requires the

Department to establish total maximum daily loads ("TMDLs") for surfilce waters that have been verified as not

meeting applicable water quality standards. Utilizing the scientific methodologies set forth in Chapter 62-303,

F.A.C., the Department previously identified the waters in the proposed rule as being impaired for nutrients.

Proposed rules 62-304.330(10)-(11) set nutrient TMDLs for North Escambia Bay, the marine portion ofJudges

Bayou and Bayou Chico, that, ifmet, will redress the identified impahment A report detailing the derivation of

these TMDLs can be found at: ht!p:llwww.dep.state.fl.uslwaterltmdlldrafttmdl.htm#Group4 .
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SUMMARY OF THE HEARING

No timely request for a hearing was received by the agency, and no hearing was held.



Division:
Board:
Rule Number:
Rule Description:

Contact Person:

Florida Department of Environmental Protection
Statement Of Estimated Regulatory Costs (SERC)

Environmental Assessment and Restoration

62-304.330
Incorporation ofthe state andfederal requirements to define a Total
Maximum Daily Load (I'MDL) for North Escambia Bay and Judges Bayou
(marine) Verifiedfor Nutrient Impairment Based on Chlorophyll f!
Concentration
Jan Mandrup-Poulsen

Please remember to analyze the impact of the rule, NOT the statute, when
completing this form.

Section 120.541 (1)(b), Florida Statutes, requires the preparation ofa Statement ofEstimated
Regulatory Costs (SERC) in association with agency rulemaking when a proposed rule either
will have an adverse impact on small business or is likely to directly or indirectly increase
regulatory costs in excess of$200,000 in the aggregate within 1 year after the implementation of
the rule. The Florida Department ofEnvironmental Protection (Department) has determined
that this rule will increase regulatory costs in excess of$200,000 in the aggregate within 1 year
ofthe implementation ofthe rule. Therefore, SERC analyses were conductedfor the proposed
rule.

In preparing a SERC, the Department follows the requirements of120.541 (2), Florida Statutes,
to evaluate whether a proposed TMDL rule is likely to (1) have an adverse impact on economic
growth, private sector job creation or employment, or private sector investment in excess of$1
million in the aggregate within 5 years after the implementation ofthe rule; (2) have an adverse
impact on business competitiveness; and (3) increase regulatory costs, including any
transactional costs, in excess of $1 million in the aggregate within 5 years after the
implementation of the rule. For those entities covered by the Department's regulatory
programs, (i.e., National Pollutant Discharge Elimination Systems (NPDES) Permits), the
TMDL could affect associated permitting requirements. For those entities not covered under the
Department's water and wastewater regulatory programs, the TMDL is not expected to affect
them. As such, the SERC evaluation willfocus on estimates offuture costs to regulated entities as
a result ofthe adoption ofthis rule.

A. Is the rule likely to, directly or indirectly, have an adverse impact on economic
growth, private-sector job creation or employment, or private-sector investment in
excess of $1 million in the aggregate within 5 years after the implementation of the rule?

2. Is the rule likely to reduce total non-farm employment? DYes

1. Is the rule likely to reduce personal income?

3. Is the rule likely to reduce private housing starts?

DYes

DYes

IZI No

IZI No

IZI No



Florida Department of Environmental Protection
Statement Of Estimated Regulatory Costs (SERe)

4. Is the rule likely to reduce visitors to Florida?

5. Is the rule likely to reduce wages or salaries?

6. Is the rule likely to reduce property income?

Explanation

DYes

DYes

DYes

!Zl No

!Zl No

!Zl No

As required by the Federal Clean Water Act and Florida Watershed Restoration Act (403.067,
FS.), the proposed rule sets forth a nutrient TMDL for North Escambia Bay and Judges Bayou
(marine) which are verified for nutrient impairment based on elevated annual average
chlorophyll fl. concentrations. This rule is consistent with state and federal laws/regulations,
policies, and guidance and will impose no requirements beyond or in addition to those already in
these laws and regulations. This rule will not, directly or indirectly, adversely impact personal
income, non-farm employment, housing starts, tourism, wages, or property income in excess of
$1 million within 5 years ofimplementation.

The rule is not likely to reduoe total non-farm employment because the majority ofthe costs will
be to reduce the nutrients in stormwater discharged by the regulated entities. The rule is not
likely to reduce private housing starts or visitors to Florida. The rule is not likely to reduce
wages or salaries.

In summary, while these proposed TMDLs will help facilitate effective implementation ofexisting
laws and regulations, they are not expected to cause any adverse impact on personal income,
non-farm employment, housing starts, and wages, and will help maintain property values and
provide a safer environment that will benefit tourism ofthe State.

If any of these questions are answered "Yes," presume that there is a likely and adverse
impact in excess of $1 million, and the rule must be submitted to the legislature for
ratification.

B. Is the rule likely to, directly or indirectly, have an adverse impact on business
competitiveness, including the ability of persons doing business in the state to compete
with persons doing business in other states or domestic markets, productivity, or
innovation in excess of $1 million in the aggregate within 5 years after the
implementation of the rule?

1. Is the rule likely to raise the price of goods or services provided by Florida
business?

DYes !Zl No

2. Is the rule likely to add regulation that is not present in other states or
markets?



DYes

Florida Department of Environmental Protection
Statement Of Estimated Regulatory Costs (SERC)

k2J No

3. Is the rule likely to reduce the quantity of goods or services Florida
businesses are able to produce, i.e. will goods or services become too expensive to
produce?

DYes k2J No

4. Is the rule likely to cause Florida businesses to reduce workforces?
DYes k2J No

5. Is the rule likely to increase regulatory costs to the extent that Florida
businesses will be unable to invest in product development or other innovation?

DYes k2J No

6. Is the rule likely to make illegal any product or service that is currently legal?
DYes k2J No

Explanation:

The proposed TMDL was developed based on requirements of the federal Clean Water Act.
Developing TMDLs for impaired waters is a mandated requirement applied to all states across
the nation. It does not apply to the State ofFlorida alone and, therefore, will not result in unfair
prejudice against Florida businesses and will not weaken the competitiveness of the businesses
in the state.

If any of these questions are answered "Yes," presume that there is a likely an adverse
impact in excess of $1 million, and the rule must be submitted to the legislature for
ratification.

c. Is the rule likely, directly or indirectly, to increase regulatory costs, including any
transactional costs (see F below for examples of transactional costs), in excess of $1
million in the aggregate within 5 years after the implementation of this rule?

This TMDL establishes Total Nitrogen and Total Phosphorous loads for three industrial
facilities and establishes a 35% reduction goal for Total Phosphorous for municipal separate
storm sewer systems (MS4) and other nonpoint sources to address nutrient impairments.

As part ofthe process ofadopting this TMDL, the Department conducts a thorough analysis of
discharge sources and establishes general allocations for these sources. In general, a TMDL
allocation is broadly divided among three general categories of sources: Category 1.
Wastewater facilities permitted under the Department's National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES) program, which receive a Wasteload Allocation (WLA); Category



Florida Department of Environmental Protection
Statement Of Estimated Regulatory Costs (SERC)

2. local governments having MS4 permits, which receive a WLA separate from the WLA covered
in Category 1,. and Category 3. all sources other than Categories 1 and 2 receive a Load
Allocation (LA).

In performing the analysis for this SERCfor the proposed TMDL rule, the Department examined
the effect of the rule to entities within the three general allocation categories. For the first
allocation category, there are three NPDES permitted wastewater facilities within the basin of
the impaired waters that received a specific wasteload allocation. These WLAs are for existing
permit conditions and do not require any reductions, therefore there will be no additional costs
to these facilities associated with the rule. These WLAs are as follows:

The WLAfor wastewater sources discharging to the lower Escambia River and areas adjacent to
the impaired waters is divided between:
GulfPower Company (NPDES permit FL0002275), TP is 7.8 lbs/day (2,852 lbs/year) and 58.6
lbs/day (21,392Ibs/year) for TN,
Pace Water System, Inc (NPDES permit FL0102202), TP is 10.5 lbs/day (3,852 lbs/year) and
87.8Ibs/day (32,052 lbs/year) for TN and
Ascend Performance Materials LLC (NPDES permit FL0002488), TP is 14.1 lbs/day (5,147
lbs/year) and 200.5Ibs/day (73,171lbs/yr)forTN

For the second allocation category, there are local governments in the basin that are regulated
by a MS4 permit, which are covered by the WLA assigned to this category. For purposes ofthis
SERC analysis, the Bayou Chico MS4 urbanized area is not included as it is covered under a
separate SERe. In addition, the MS4 urbanized area within Bayou Texar is not included as the
water quality modeling indicates that reducing loadings from this watershed will not make a
significant improvement in the impaired water. Finally, as the TMDL does not include
reductions for total nitrogen, costs associated with improving septic tank performance were not
included. However, significant costs remain for this source category as follows.

The North Escambia Bay/Judges Bayou (marine) watershed includes areas covered by Phase I
and II MS4 permits. Only the urbanized areas ofMS4's are subject to regulation for which the
TMDL imposes costs under the WLA. Based on this analysis, there were 9, 717 acres ofPhase I
MS4 and 3,126 acres of Phase II MS4 anthropogenic landuse within the urbanized area of
Escambia and Santa Rosa Counties. The estimated costs for the MS4 entities are based on local
information provided by Escambia County, the City ofPensacola, and Santa Rosa County.

The estimated cost is $12,620,100 per year and includes costs that could be incurred by the MS4
entities to retrofit as many as 12,843 acres to secure load reductions necessary to achieve the
TMDL and the one time cost for the development of a MS4 load reduction plan. The cost for
addressing stormwater improvements in Phase I urban areas was based on averaging
information provided by the City ofPensacola and Escambia County across the urbanized area
andpresumes that 30 percent ofall development meets the urban stormwater rule.
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For Category 3 entities, the proposed TMDL contains LAs, and the Department has evaluated
whether promulgation of this TMDL will affect any entities as a result of the LA. Discharges
captured in the LA are generally considered nonpoint sources and are not subject to Clean
Water Act permitting and do not have costs required by this rule. However, the Department
understands that reductions in nonpoint source contributions are needed to meet the TMDL,
which will require a process that engages all ofthe entities responsible for these non-regulated
loads. A Basin Management Action Plan (BMAP) will be developed collaboratively by the
Department and all of the contributing stakeholders and will include the most cost-effective,
specific stakeholder actions to achieve the restoration goal and a timeline for achieving it.

The cost estimates for Category 1 & 2 entities are greater than the $1 million threshold needed
for ratification by the Legislature.

D. Good faith estimates (numbers/types):

1. The number of individuals and entities likely to be required to comply with the
rule. (Please provide a reasonable explanation for the estimate used for the number of individuals and
methodology used for deriving the estimate).

The total costs of implementing will be primarily assigned to regulated entities and are
designed to reduce the nutrients in stormwater discharged by these entities. Within the
Escambia Bay/Judges Bayou (marine) Watershed, the stormwater collection systems owned
and operated by Escambia County, City of Pensacola, Town of Century and Florida
Department of Transpor.tation (DOT) District Three (NPDES MS4 Permit FLS000019)
within Escambia County are covered by a Phase I NPDES municipal separate storm sewer
system (MS4) permit. The University of West Florida (FLR04E057) and the Pensacola
Naval Air Station (FLR04E058) are also within Escambia County and have Phase II MS4
permits. Several other local governments, in the basin have coverage under Phase II NPDES
MS4 permits. These include Santa Rosa County (FLR04E069), City ofMilton (FLR04E104),
and the City of Gulf Breeze (FLR04E085) within Santa Rosa County. The total costs of
implementing will be primarily assigned to these entities and are designed to reduce the
nutrients in stormwater discharged

2. A general description of the types of individuals likely to be affected by the rule.

The regulated entities are county and city governments.

E. Good faith estimates (costs):

1. Cost to the department of implementing the proposed rule:
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IZI None. The department intends to implement the proposed rule within its current
workload, with existing staff.

D Minimal. (Provide a brief explanation).

D Other. (Please provide a reasonable explanation for the estimate used and methodology used for
deriving the estimate).

2. Cost to any other state and local government entities of implementing the
proposed rule:

D None. This proposed rule will only affect the department.

D Minimal. (Provide a briefexplanation).

IZI Other. (Please provide a reasonable explanation for the estimate used and methodology used for
deriving the estimate).

Costs are based on an economic analysis spreadsheet developed by the department to estimate
costs. References for the analysis are provided in Attachment 1.

Cost to the department of enforcing the proposed rule:

IZI None. The department intends to enforce the proposed rule within its current
workload with existing staff.

D Minimal. (Provide a brief explanation).

D Other. (Please provide a reasonable explanation for the estimate used and methodology used for
deriving the estimate).

4. Cost to any other state and local government of enforcing the proposed rule:

D None.

IZI Minimal. (Provide a briefexplanation).

Costs ofenforcement incurred by MS4 entities are already included as a normal cost
ofimplementing the MS4 permit requirements.

D Other. (Please provide a reasonable explanation for the estimate used and methodology used for
deriving the estimate).

F. Good faith estimates (transactional costs) likely to be incurred by individuals and
entities, including local government entities, required to comply with the
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requirements of the proposed rule. (Includes filing fees, cost ofobtaining a license, cost of equipment
required to be installed or used, cost of implementing processes and procedures, cost of modifying existing
processes and procedures, additional operating costs incurred, cost of monitoring, and cost of reporting, or any
other costs necessary to comply with the rule).

rg] None.
Transactional costs incurred by the regulated entities are already included
as a normal cost of implementing permit requirements.

D Minimal. (Provide a briefexplanation).

D Other. (Please provide a reasonable explanation for the estimate used and methodology used for deriving
the estimate).

G. An analysis of the impact on small business as defined by s. 288.703, F.S., and an
analysis of the impact on small counties and small cities as defined by s. 120.52,
F.S. (Includes:

• Why the regulation is needed [e.g., How will the regulation make the regulatory process more efficient?
Required to meet changes in federal law? Required to meet changes in state law?];

• The type of small businesses that would be subject to the rule;

• The probable impact on affected small businesses [e.g., increased reporting requirements; increased
staffing; increased legal or accounting fees?];

• The likely per-firm regulatory cost increase, if any).

A small business is defined in Section 288.703, F.S., as "... an independently owned
and operated business concern that employs 200 or fewer permanent full-time
employees and that, together with its affiliates, has a net worth of not more than $5
million or any firm based in this state which has a Small Business Administration
8(a) certification. As applicable to sole proprietorships, the $5 million net worth
requirement shall include both personal and business investments."

No explicit evaluation ofcosts to small business can be provided in this SERe. There will be
no direct costs to small businesses. Additionally, no information is available to separate
indirect costs to small business from the total costs of the rule incurred by MS4 permit
holders.

A small county is defined in Section 120.52(19), F.S., as "any county that has an
unincarcerated population of 75,000 or less according to the most recent decennial
census." And, a small city is defined in Section 120.52(18), F.S., as "any municipality
that has an unincarcerated population of 10,000 or less according to the most recent
decennial census."

The estimated number of small businesses that would be subject to the rule:
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D 1-99 D 100-499
D 1,000-4,999 D More than 5,000
[gJ Unknown, please explain:

D 500-999

There is no information available to separate the indirect costs to small business from the
total costs of the rule incurred by MS4 permit holders; therefore, the number of small
business effected is unknown.

D Analysis of the impact on small business:

[gJ There is no small county or small city that will be impacted by this proposed rule.

D A small county or small city will be impacted. Analysis:

D Lower impact alternatives were not implemented? Describe the alternatives and
the basis for not implementing them.

H. Any additional information that the agency determines may be useful.

[gJ None.

D Additional.

I. A description of any good faith written proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative
to the proposed rule which substantially accomplishes the objectives of the law
being implemented and either a statement adopting the alternative or a statement of
the reasons rejecting the alternative in favor of the proposed rule.

[gJ No good faith written proposals for a lower cost regulatory alternative to the
proposed rule were received.

D See attachment "A".

D Adopted in entirety.

D Adopted / rejected in part. (Provide a description of the parts adopted or rejected, and provide
a brief statement of the reasons adopting or rejecting this alternative in part).

D Rejected in entirety. (Provide a briefstatement of the reasons rejecting this alternative).

D See attachment "B".

D Adopted in entirety.
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o Adopted I rejected in part. (Provide a description of the parts adopted or rejected, and provide
a brief statement of the reasons adopting or rejecting this alternative in part).

o Rejected in entirety. (Provide a brief statement of the reasons rejecting this alternative).

o See attachment "e".

o Adopted in entirety.

o Adopted I rejected in part. (Provide a description of the parts adopted or rejected, and provide
a brief statement of the reasons adopting or rejecting this alternative in part).

o Rejected in entirety. (Provide a briefstatement of the reasons rejecting this alternative).

o See attachment "0".

o Adopted in entirety.

o Adopted I rejected in part. (Provide a description of the parts adopted or rejected, and provide
a brief statement of the reasons adopting or rejecting this alternative in part).

o Rejected in entirety. (Provide a briefstatement of the reasons rejecting this alternative).

o See attachment "E".

o Adopted in entirety.

o Adopted I rejected in part. (Provide a description of the parts adopted or rejected, and provide
a briefstatement of the reasons adopting or rejecting this alternative in part).

o Rejected in entirety. (Provide a brief statement of the reasons rejecting this alternative).
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Attachment 1

Chang, N., M. Wanielista, A. Daranpob, F. Hossain, Z. Xuan, J. Miao, S. Liu, Z. Marimon, and
S. Debusk. 2010. Onsite Sewage Treatment and Disposal Systems Evaluation for
Nutrient Removal. Stormwater Management Academy, University ofCentral Florida.

References for Development of the SERe spreadsheet

Florida Department ofAgricultural and Consumer Services (FDACS), Office ofAgricultural
Water Policy (OAWP)'s BMP program. March 2011.

Florida Department ofEnvironmental Protection (FDEP). 2010a. TMDL Water Quality
Restoration Grants. http://www.dep.state.fl.us/water/watersheds/docs/tmdl-grant­
nutrient-costs-0210.pdf Accessed July 2011.

Florida Department ofEnvironmental Protection (FDEP). 2010b. FDEP Review ofEPA's
"Preliminary Estimate ofPotential Compliance Costs and Benefits Associated with
EPA's Proposed Numeric Nutrient Criteria for Florida. 11

Florida Geological Data Library (FGDL). 2004-2008. GIS Data: lu_nwfwmd_2004;
lu_sfwmd_2004; lu_sjrwmd_2004; lu_srwmd_2008; and lu_swfwmd_2007.
http://wwwfgdl.orgldownload/index.html

Florida Geological Data Library (FGDL). 2007. GIS Data: npdes_stormwater.
http://wwwfgdl.orgldownload/index.html

Florida Governmental Utility Authority (FGUA). 2009. Board Agenda Item: Thursday,
February 19, 2009: Status Update on the Lehigh Acres Utility Expansion Project ­
Mandatory Wastewater Connections.
http://www.lehighacresweedandseedproject.info/FGUAlLehigh%20Acres%20Mandatory
%20Wastewater%20Connection.pdf

McNeer, Andy. May 2009. Aquapoint Sales Representative. Personal communication.

Soil and Water Engineering Technology (SWET). 2008. Nutrient Loading Rates, Reduction
Factors and Implementation Costs Associated with BMPs and Technologies. Report
prepared for South Florida Water Management District.

United States Bureau ofLabor Statistics, Department ofLabor. 2011. Consumer Price Index.

United States Census Bureau, Department ofLabor. 2007. Economic Census.
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Wastewater Technologies. November 2010. Personal communication.
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Florida Departm~ntof
Environmental Protection

Marjory Stoneman Douglas Building
3~OComm~weWiliBomewro

Tallahassee, Florida 32399-3000

Rick Scott
Governor

Jennifer Carroll
Lt. Governor

Herschel T. Vinyard Jr.
Secretary

March 20, 2013

Ms. Lizdoud
Section Administrator
Administrative Code and Weekly Section
500 South Bronough Street, Room 101
Pepper Building, Room 680
Tallahassee, Florida 32399

Re: Certification package for Rule 62~04.520(14)-(20),F.A.C. (IRL)

Dear Ms. doud:

Attached is· the certification package for Rule 62-304.520(14)-(20), F.A.C. I am the
attorney handling this rulemaking. Please note that the Department concurrently
published two separate notices of proposed rule for 62-304.520. Subsections (15)-(20)
included in this certification package relate to provisions that will require legislative
ratification. Subsection (14) does not require ratification. The Department is sending
under separate cover another certification package relating to those rule subsections
that do not require legislative ratification.

H you have any questions, please call me at (850) 245-2262 or email me at
kenneth.hayroan@dep.state.fl.us. My mailing address is noted on the letterhead above.

Sincerely,

Kenneth Hayman
Senior Assistant General Counsel

Enclosures
cc: Jan Mandrup-Poulsen

"More Protection. Less Process"
www.dep.state.jl.us



CERTIFICATION OF DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROlECTION

ADMINISTRATIVE RULES FILED WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF STAlE

I hereby certify:

[Xl (1) That all statutory rulemaking requirements ofChapter 120, F.S., and all rulemaking requirements ofthe

Department ofState have been complied with; and

[Xl (2) That there is no administrative determination under Section 120.56(2), F.S., pending on any rule covered

by this certification; and

[X] (3) All rules covered by this certification are filed within the prescn"bed time limitations ofSection

l20.54(3)(e), F.S. They are filed not less than 28 days after the notice required by Section 120.54(3)(a), F.S., and

[Xl (a) Are filed not more than 90 days after the notice; or

[ ] (b) Are filed more than 90 days after the notice, but not more than 60 days after the administratii:¥W-' j.e
r- -c' e..:t

files the final order with. the clerk or until 60 days after subsequentjudicial review is complete; or ~~ ~ -n
:'P." ...--

[ ] (0) Are filed more than 90 days after the notice, but not less than 21 days nor more than 45 days :@itthe~te r
rt'1.i"'~

rrt--' .." rn
ofpublication ofthe notice ofchange; or ~~ :::It 0

r-tJ) ca
[ J (d) Are filed more than 90 days after the notice, but not less than 14 nor more than 4S days after tliii)!

E~ N
adjournment ofthe final public hearing on the rule; or :>fT1

[ ] (e) Are tiled more than 90 days after the notice, but within 21 days after the date ofreceipt ofall material

authorized to be submitted at the hearing; or

[ J (f) Are filed more than 90 days after the notice, but within 21 days after the date the transcript was received by

this agency; or

[ ] (g) Are tiled not more than 90 days after the notice, not including days the adoption ofthe rule was postponed

following notification from the Joint Administrative Procedures Committee that an objection to the rule was being

considered; or

[ ] (h) Are filed more than 90 days after the notice, but within 21 days after a good faith written proposal for a

lower cost regulatory alternative to a proposed rule is submitted which substantially accomplishes the objectives of

the law being implemented; or

[ J (i) Are filed more than 90 days after the notice, but within 21 days after a regulatory alternative is offered by

the Small Business Regulatory Advisory Committee.



(day) (year)

Attached are the original and two copies ofeach rule covered by this certification. The rules are hereby adopted by

the undersigned agency by and upon their filing with the Department ofState.

Rule No(s).

62-304.520(14) - (20)

Under the provision ofSection 120.54(3)(e)6., F.S., the rules take effect 20 days from the date filed with the

Department ofState or a later date as set out below:

Effective:

4
Number ofPages Certified



62-304.520 Indian River Lagoon TMDLs.

(1) - (13) No change.

(14) Addison Creek: The dissolved oxygen (DOl TMDL for Addison Creek is 35.605 lbIyear of biochemical

Qx,ygen Demand mOO) and is allocated as follows;

(J) The WLA for wastewater sources is not smlicable.

Q>.) The WLA for discharges subject to the Dewtment's NPnES Municmal Stormwater Permitting Program. is

a 72.3% reduction ofBOD based on the Year 2000 landuse and amodeling period from 1996 tbrough 2005.

(c) The LA for nonpoint sources is a 72.3% reduction ofBOn based on the year 2000 landuse !!!td a Wling
7P"c ~

periodftom 1996tbrou&h200S. and ~~ ';. -n
'? ';.1;1. SO .,.,-

(d) The Margin ofSafety is implicit ~::; N "r'....
U'r:; 0 '

00 While the LA for BOD has been expressed as the percent reduction needed to attain the appli~~lauem -rn
• Cl =" 0

DO c.riterla, it is the combined reductions from both anthropogenic point and nOl}pOint sources that williB~in. '
, ~~ -

restomtion ofDO condition in the impaired waterbody.Howeyer. it is not the intent ofthis IMDL toa~

background conditions.

-(15) Eau Gallie River: The DO and nutrient IMDLs for the Bau Gallie River are 28,8421btyear ofTN. 4.307

lb/year ofTP. and 70.0S6lbtyear orBOn and are allocated as follOW!:

(a) The WLA ofTN and TP for the Melbowne Reyerse Osmosis is the TN and TP loading limits established in

62-304,520(6)(8), FAC. for the taeilitv, The WLA ofBOD is not _cable.

(b) The WLA for discharges subject to the Demtment's NPDES Municipal S!ormwater Permitting Program is

1151.QO.4 reduction afTN, 58.006 reduction ofTP. and 86.3% reduction ofBOn based an the vear 2000 landuse and

a modeling period from 1996 through 2005,

(e) The LA for nonpoint sources is a 51.0% reduction ofm. 58.0% reduction ofTP. and 86.3% reduction of

BOD based on the year 2000 landuse and a modeling period from 1996 through 2005. and

Cd) The Margin ofSafety is implicit.

(el While the LAs for nutrients and BOD have been ex;pressed as the percent reductions needed to attain the

applicable Class m nutrient and DO criteria it is the combined reductions from both anthropogenic point and

nonpoint sources that will result in the restomtion of nutrient and DO conditions in the impaired waterbody'.

However. it is not the intent ofthe IMDL to abate natum! background conditions.



(16) Crane Creek: The DO and nutrient TMPLs for Crane Creek is 110.547 Ib/year ofBOD and the TN and 1P

percent reduction established in 62-304.S20(7)(b)l. ,and 2.• F.A.C. These IMDLs are allocated as follows:

00 The WLA ofTN and TP for the Melbourne Grant Street Wastewater Treatment Facility is the TN and TP

loading limits established in 62-304.520(7)(8). FAC. for the facility. The WLA orBOD granted to the facility is

139 IblYear.

(lil The WLA for discharges subject to the De»artment's NPPES Municipal Stormgter Permitting Program is

880.1% reduction ofBOD based on the year 2000 Jan. and a modeling period from 1996 through 2005. and the

'IN and TP reductions established in 62-304.S20(7)(b)1.. F. A. C..

(c) The LA for ncmpoint sources is a 80.1% reduction of BOD based on the year 2000 landuse and a mOdelin,g

period from 1996 through 2005. and the TN and TP reductions established in 62-304.S20ffi(b)2. F. A. C.. and

(d) The Margin ofSafe/i)' is imPlicit.

(ol While the WLA and LA for nutrients and BOD have been expressed as the Percent reductions needed to

attain the APPlicable Class ill nutrients and DO criteria. it is the combined reductions from both anthrQpogenic point

andP01J1?Oint sources that will result in the restoration of nutrient and DO conditions in the impaired waterbody.

However. it is not the intent ofthe TMPL to abate natural background conditions.

(11) North Prong Sebastian River: The DO TMDL for the North Pronl Sebastian River is 282.346 Ib{year of

BOD. and is allocated as follows:

(a) The WLA to the Barefoot Bay Advanced Wastewater TreatmentFacility is 2.707lb!year ofBOD.

(tV The WLA for discharges subject to the De,part:ment's NPDES Municjpal StormWater Permitting Program is

69.7% reduction ofBOD based on the year 2000 lanciuse and a modeling period from 1996 through 2005,

(9) The LA for nOJ!POint sources is 69.7% reduction ofBOD based on the year 2000 landuse and a modeling

period from 1996 throygb. 2005. and

(d) The Mamin ofSafety is implicit.

(el While the WI.A and LA for BOD have been expressed as the percent reduction needed to attain the

gp.plicable Class mDO criteria. it is the combined reductions :from both an1:hrQpoSenic point and nonpoint sources

that will result in the restoration of DO condition in the impaired waterbQdy. However. it is not the intent of the

TMDL to abate natural backaround conditions.

2



(18) C-S4 Canal at Confluence with the Sebastian River: The DO and nutrient TMDLs ror C-S4 Canal at

Confluence with the Sebastian River is 834.397 lblyear ofBOD and the TN and TP percent reduction established in

62-304.520(J)(b)1. and 2. F. A. C. These IMDLs are allocated as follows:

(8) The WLA for wastewater sources is not glicable.

(b) The WLA for discharges subject to the Dejlartment's NPDES Municipal Stormwater Permitting Program is

a 72.3% reduction of BOD based on the year 2000 landuse and a modeling period from 1996 through 2005. and the

TN and TP reduCtions established in 62-304.S20(7)(b)I. F. A. C.,

(c) The LAs for nonpoint sources are 72.3% reduction ofBOD based on the year 2000 landuse and a modeling

period from 1996 through 2005. and the TN and TP reductions established in 62-304.52Q(2)(.b)2. F. A. C.. and

(d) The Mamin ofSafety is implicit.

(e) While the WLA and LA for nutrients and BOD have been expressed as the percent reductions needed to

attain the applicable Class mnutrients and DO criteria. it is the combined reductions from both anthrQpogenic point

and nonpoint sources that will result in the restoration of nutrient and DO conditions in the iJ:gpaired waterbody.

Howeyer. it is not the intent of the TMDL to abate natural backmwnd conditions.

091 South Prong Sebastian River Freshwater Segment and South Prona Sebastian River BstwDy Segment The

DO and nutrient TMPLs for the South Prong Sebastian Riyer Freshwater Segment and the South Prona Sebastian

River Estuary Segment is 515.178 lb/Year BOD and the TN and TP percent reduction established in 62­

'Q4.S20(D(b)1. and2. F. A. C. These INDy are allocated as follows:

(a) The WLA for wastewater sources is not _cable.

(IV The WLA for discharges subject to the Dqpartment's NPDES MuniciPal Stormwater Permitting Program is

a 78.2% reduction orBOD based on the year 2000 lange and a modeling period from 1996 through 2005. and the

IN andIf loads reductions established in 62-304.S20(7)(b)I. F. A. C..

(c) The LA for nonpoint sources is a 78.2% reduction orBOD based on the year 2000 Ian. and a modeling

period from 1996 through 2005. and the TN and TP reductions established in 62-304.S2OC71(Q)2, F. A. CO! and

(d) The Margin ofSafety is implicit.

(e) While the WLA and LA for nutrients and BOD have been exm-essed as the percent reductions needed to

attain the _cable Class ill nutrients and DO criteria, it is 1he combined reductions from both anthropogenic point

3



and nonpoint sources that will result in the restomtion of nutrient and DO conditions in these impaired water

segments. However. it is not the intent oithese TMDLs to abate natural background conditions.

(20) Sebastian RiYer above the Indian River: The DO and nutrient TMDLs for the Sebastian River above the

Indian River is 1.722.130 lb[year ofBCD and the TN and If percent reduction established in 62-304.520(1)(b)l.

and 2. F. A. C. These TMDLs are allocated. as follows:

(a) The WLA for wastewater sources is not apj)licable.

(b) The WLA for discharges subject to the Pwartment's NPDES Municipal Stormwater Per.nrlttipg Program is

a 74.2% reduction ofBCD based on the year 2000 landuse and a modelipg period from 1996 through 2005. and the

TN and TP reductions established in 62-304.520(7)0»1. F. A. C..

(s;) The LA for nqoint sources is a 74.2% reduction ofBOD based on the year 2000 landuse and a modeling

period from 1996 through 2005. and the TN and TP reductions established in 62-304.52O(7)(b)2 F. A. C.• and

Cd) The Matgin ofSafen' is implicit.

(el While the WJ.A and LA for nutrients and BOD have been emessed as the Percent reductions needed to

attain the apj)licable Class ill nutrient and DO criteria. it is the combined reductions from both anthrqpogenic point

and nonpoint sources that will result in the restoration of nutrient and DO conditions in these impaired water

§egments. Howeyer. it is not the intent ofthese TMDLs to abate natural background conditions.

Rulemaking Authority 403.061. 403.067 FS. Law Implemented 403.061, 403.062, 403.067 FS. History-New 6­

3-08, Amended 3-26-09,__--,
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SUMMARy OF THE RULE

The Florida Watershed Restoration Act, codified at section 403.067, Florida Statutes, requires the

Department to establish total maximum daily loads (''TMDLs'') for surface waters that have been verified as not

meeting applicable water quality standards. Utilizing the scientific methodologies set forth in Chapter 62-303,

F.A.C., the Department previously identified the waters in the proposed rule as being impaired for dissolved oxygen

and I or nutrients. Proposed rules 62-304.520(14)-(20) set dissolved oxygen and lor nutrient TMDLs for Addison

Creek, Eau Gallie River, Crane Creek, North Prong Sebastian River, the C-S4 Canal at Confluence with the

Sebastian River, the South Prong Sebastian River Estuary Segment, and the Sebastian River above the Indian River

that, ifmet, will redress the identified impairment A report detailing the derivation ofthese TMDLs can be found

at: http://www.dep.state.fl.uslwater/tmdVdrafUmdl.htm.
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SUMMARY OF THE BEARING

No timely request for a hearing was received by the agency, and no hearing was held.



STATEMENI' OF THE FACTS AND ClRCUMSTANCES JUSTIFYING THE RULE

The Florida Watershed Restoration Act, codified at section 403.067, Florida Statutes, requires the

Department to establish total maximum daily loads (''TMDLs'') for surface waters that have been verified as not

meeting applicable water quality standards. Utilizing the scientific methodologies set forth in Chapter 62-303,

FAC., the Department previously identified the waters in the proposed rule as being impaired for dissolved oxygen

and lor nutrients. Proposed rules 62-304.520(14}(20) set dissolved oxygen and lor nu1rient TMDLs for Addison

Creek, Ball Gallie River, Crane Creek, North Prong Sebastian River, the C-54 Canal at Confluence with the

Sebastian River, the South Prong Sebastian River Estuary Segment, and the Sebastian River above the Indian River

that, ifmet, will redress the identified impairment. A report detailing the derivation ofthese TMDLs can be found

at: http://www.dep.state.fl.uslwaterltmdlldraft_tmdl.htm.
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Notice of Proposed Rule

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
RULE NO.: RULE TITLE:

62-304.520: Indian River Lagoon Basin TMDLs

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The purpose ofthe rule is to adopt Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs), and their

allocations, for certain waters impaired for dissolved oxygen (DO) and/or nutrients in the Indian River Lagoon

Basin. Furthermore, upon paragraph 62-302.53 1(2)(a), F.A.C., becoming effective, the nutrient TMDL for the Eau

Gallie River in subsection 62-304.520(15), F.A.C., will constitute a site specific numeric interpretation of the

narrative nutrient criterion set forth in paragraph 62-302.530(47)(b), F.A.C.

SUMMARY: These TMDLs address certain DO and nutrient impairments in the Indian River Lagoon Basin.

Specifically, DO and nutrient TMDL rules being proposed for adoption are for the Eau Gallie River, Crane Creek,

the C-54 Canal at Confluence with the Sebastian River, the South Prong Sebastian River Estuary Segment, and the

Sebastian River above the Indian River. DO-only TMDLs are being proposed for Addison Creek, the North Prong

Sebastian River, and the South Prong Sebastian River Freshwater Segment. These waterbodies were verified for

nutrient and/or DO impairments due to elevated chlorophyll a concentrations and/or depressed DO concentrations

using the methodology established in Chapter 62-303, F.A.C., Identification ofimpaired Surface Waters. Based on

results from water quality modeling and statistical analyses, it was demonstrated that the low DO condition in these

impaired waters were mainly caused by loads ofbiochemical oxygen demand (BOD) and sediment oxygen demand

(SOD) resulting from the long-term accumulation of BOD in the sediment. Therefore, BOD loading limits were

established by these proposed TMDLs to restore the DO condition in these impaired waters. Using statistical

analyses of spatial and temporal patterns of nutrient-related data in nutrient impaired waters, it was determined that

the observed elevation in chlorophyll a concentrations in most nutrient impaired water segments, except for the Eau

Gallie River, were mainly caused by receiving water processes under extreme weather conditions instead of by

elevated watershed nutrient loadings. Therefore, the nutrient loading targets for nutrient impaired water segments

were established to be consistent with the nutrient loading targets adopted previously into this rule to protect the

seagrass communities in the mainstem of Indian River Lagoon. Because the Eau Gallie River showed consistent

long-term elevation in chlorophyll a concentration compared to other water segments in the same area, nutrient

reduction goals more stringent than those adopted previously for the same watershed area were establish to restore

the nutrient condition in the river. The watershed nutrient and BOD loads were simulated using the Hydrological

Simulation Program - Fortran (HSPF) and the Pollutant Load Screening Model (PLSM). The DO and chlorophyll a

dynamics in receiving waters were simulated using the HSPF model and the Environmental Fluid Dynamic Code

(EFDC) model. This rulemaking has been given an OGC case number 12-1681.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE

RATIFICATION:

The Agency has determined that this will have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or

indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the

rule. A SERC has been prepared by the agency.

Specifically, three separate SERC analyses have been prepared by the Agency for watershed areas of (1) the

Sebastian River system, iilcluding the North Prong Sebastian River, the C-54 Canal at Confluence with the

Sebastian River; the South Prong Sebastian River Freshwater Segment, the South Prong Sebastian River Estuary

Segment, and the Sebastian River above the Indian River, (2) the Eau Gallie River and Crane Creek, and (3)

Addison Creek.

The Agency has determined that these proposed rules are expected to require legislative ratification based on the



statement of estimated regulatory costs. However, the TMDL proposed for Addison Creek will not increase the

regulatory costs in excess of $1.0 million and is not expected to require legislative ratification.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or provide a

proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 403.061, 403.067 FS.

LAW IMPLEMENTED: 403.061, 403.062, 403.067 FS.

IF REQUESTED WITHIN 21 DAYS OF THE DATE OF THIS NOTICE, A HEARING WILL BE SCHEDULED

AND ANNOUNCED IN THE FAR.

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Jan Mandrup-Poulsen, Division

of Environmental Assessment and Restoration, Bureau of Watershed Restoration, Mail Station 3555, Florida

Department of Environmental Protection, 2600 Blair Stone Road, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-2400, telephone

(850)245-8448. For the 21 day period after this notice, the Department will accept written comments on the

establishment of the Eau Gallie River nutrient TMDL as a site specific interpretation of the narrative nutrient

criterion. Written comments should be directed to Jan Mandrup-Poulsen at the address above.

THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:

62-304.520 Indian River Lagoon TMDLs.

(1) - (13) No change.

(14) Addison Creek: The dissolved oxygen (DO) TMDL for Addison Creek is 35,605 Ib/year of biochemical

Oxygen Demand (BOD) and is allocated as follows:

(a) The WLA for wastewater sources is not applicable,

(b) The WLA for discharges subject to the Department's NPDES Municipal Stormwater Permitting Program is

a 72.3% reduction of BOD based on the year 2000 landuse and a modeling period from 1996 through 2005,

(c) The LA for nonpoint sources is a 72.3% reduction of BOD based on the year 2000 landuse and a modeling

period from 1996 through 2005, and

(d) The Margin of Safety is implicit.

(e) While the LA for BOD has been expressed as the percent reduction needed to attain the applicable Class III

DO criteria, it is the combined reductions from both anthropogenic point and nonpoint sources that will result in the

restoration of DO condition in the impaired waterbody. However, it is not the intent of this TMDL to abate natural

background conditions.

(15) Eau Gallie River: The DO and nutrient TMDLs for the Eau Gallie River are 28,842 Ib/year of TN, 4,307

Ib/year ofTP, and 70,056 Ib/year of BOD and are allocated as follows:

(a) The WLA of TN and TP for the Melbourne Reverse Osmosis is the TN and TP loading limits established in

62-304.520(6)(a), F.A.C. for the facility. The WLA of BOD is not applicable,

(b) The WLA for discharges subject to the Department's NPDES Municipal Stormwater Permitting Program is

a 51.0% reduction of TN, 58.0% reduction ofTP, and 86.3% reduction of BOD based on the year 2000 landuse and

a modeling period from 1996 through 2005,

(c) The LA for nonpoint sources is a 51.0% reduction of TN, 58.0% reduction of TP, and 86.3% reduction of

BOD based on the year 2000 landuse and a modeling period from 1996 through 2005, and

(d) The Margin of Safety is implicit.

(e) While the LAs for nutrients and BOD have been expressed as the percent reductions needed to attain the

applicable Class III nutrient and DO criteria, it is the combined reductions from both anthropogenic point and



nonpoint sources that will result in the restoration of nutrient and DO conditions in the impaired waterbody.

However, it is not the intent of the TMDL to abate natural background conditions.

(16) Crane Creek: The DO and nutrient TMDLs for Crane Creek is 110,547Ib/year ofBOD and the TN and TP

percent reduction established in 62-304.520(7)(b)l. and 2. , F.A.C. These TMDLs are allocated as follows:

(a) The WLA of TN and TP for the Melbourne Grant Street Wastewater Treatment Facility is the TN and TP

loading limits established in 62-304.520(7)(a), F.A.C. for the facility. The WLA of BOD granted to the facility is

139 lb/year,

(b) The WLA for discharges subject to the Department's NPDES Municipal Stonnwater Pennitting Program is

a 80.1% reduction of BOD based on the year 2000 1anduse and a modeling period from 1996 through 2005, and the

TN and TP reductions established in 62-304.520(7)(b)1., F. A. C.,

(c) The LA for nonpoint sources is a 80.1% reduction of BOD based on the year 2000 landuse and a modeling

period from 1996 through 2005, and the TN and TP reductions established in 62-304.520(7)(b)2, F. A. C., and

(d) The Margin of Safety is implicit.

(e) While the WLA and LA for nutrients and BOD have been expressed as the percent reductions needed to

attain the applicable Class III nutrients and DO criteria, it is the combined reductions from both anthropogenic point

and nonpoint sources that will result in the restoration ofnutrient and DO conditions in the impaired waterbody.

However, it is not the intent of the TMDL to abate natural background conditions.

(17) North Prong Sebastian River: The DO TMDL for the North Prong Sebastian River is 282,346 lb/year of

BOD, and is allocated as follows:

(a) The WLA to the Barefoot Bay Advanced Wastewater TreatmentFacility is 2,707Ib/year ofBOD,

(b) The WLA for discharges subject to the Department's NPDES Municipal Stonnwater Pennitting Program is

69.7% reduction of BOD based on the year 2000landuse and a modeling period from 1996 through 2005,

(c) The LA for nonpoint sources is 69.7% reduction of BOD based on the year 2000 landuse and a modeling

period from 1996 through 2005, and

(d) The Margin of Safety is implicit.

(e) While the WLA and LA for BOD have been expressed as the percent reduction needed to attain the

applicable Class III DO criteria, it is the combined reductions from both anthropogenic point and nonpoint sources

that will result in the restoration ofDO condition in the impaired waterbody. However, it is not the intent ofthe

TMDL to abate natural background conditions.

(18) C-54 Canal at Confluence with the Sebastian River: The DO and nutrient TMDLs for C-54 Canal at

Confluence with the Sebastian River is 834.397Ib/year ofBOD and the TN and TP percent reduction established in

62-304.520(7)(b)l, and 2, F. A. C. These TMDLs are allocated as follows:

(a) The WLA for wastewater sources is not applicable,

(b) The WLA for discharges subject to the Department's NPDES Municipal Stonnwater Pennitting Program is

a 72.3% reduction of BOD based on the year 2000 landuse and a modeling period from 1996 through 2005, and the

TN and TP reductions established in 62-304.520(7)(b)1, F. A. C.,

(c) The LAs for nonpoint sources are 72.3% reduction of BOD based on the year 2000 landuse and a modeling

period from 1996 through 2005, and the TN and TP reductions established in 62-304.520(7)(b)2, F. A. C., and

(d) The Margin of Safety is implicit.

(e) While the WLA and LA for nutrients and BOD have been expressed as the percent reductions needed to

attain the applicable Class III nutrients and DO criteria, it is the combined reductions from both anthropogenic point

and nonpoint sources that will result in the restoration ofnutrient and DO conditions in the impaired waterbody.

However, it is not the intent of the TMDL to abate natural background conditions.



(19) South Prong Sebastian River Freshwater Segment and South Prong Sebastian River Estuary Segment: The

DO and nutrient TMDLs for the South Prong Sebastian River Freshwater Segment and the South Prong Sebastian

River Estuary Segment is 515,178 lb/year BOD and the TN and TP percent reduction established in 62­

304.520(7)(b)1, and 2, F. A. C. These TMDLs are allocated as follows:

(a) The WLA for wastewater sources is not applicable,

(b) The WLA for discharges subject to the Department's NPDES Municipal Stormwater Permitting Program is

a 78.2% reduction of BOD based on the year 2000 1anduse and a modeling period from 1996 through 2005, and the

TN and TP loads reductions established in 62-304.520(7)(b)1, F. A. C.,

(c) The LA for nonpoint sources is a 78.2% reduction of BOD based on the year 2000 landuse and a modeling

period from 1996 through 2005, and the TN and TP reductions established in 62-304.520(7)(b)2, F. A. C., and

(d) The Margin of Safety is implicit.

(e) While the WLA and LA for nutrients and BOD have been expressed as the percent reductions needed to

attain the applicable Class III nutrients and DO criteria, it is the combined reductions from both anthropogenic point

and nonpoint sources that will result in the restoration ofnutrient and DO conditions in these impaired water

segments. However, it is not the intent of these TMDLs to abate natural background conditions.

(20) Sebastian River above the Indian River: The DO and nutrient TMDLs for the Sebastian River above the

Indian River is 1,722,130 lb/year of BOD and the TN and TP percent reduction established in 62-304.520(7)(b)l,

and 2, F. A. C. These TMDLs are allocated as follows:

(a) The WLA for wastewater sources is not applicable,

(b) The WLA for discharges subject to the Department's NPDES Municipal Stormwater Permitting Program is

a 74.2% reduction of BOD based on the year 2000 landuse and a modeling period from 1996 through 2005, and the

TN and TP reductions established in 62-304.520(7)(b)1, F. A. C.,

(c) The LA for nonpoint sources is a 74.2% reduction of BOD based on the year 2000 landuse and a modeling

period from 1996 through 2005, and the TN and TP reductions established in 62-304.520(7)(b)2, F. A. C., and

(d) The Margin of Safetv is implicit.

(e) While the WLA and LA for nutrients and BOD have been expressed as the percent reductions needed to

attain the applicable Class III nutrient and DO criteria, it is the combined reductions from both anthropogenic point

and nonpoint sources that will result in the restoration of nutrient and DO conditions in these impaired water

segments. However, it is not the intent of these TMDhs to abate natural background conditions.

Rulemaking Authority 403.061,403.067 FS. Law Implemented 403.061, 403.062, 403.067 FS. History-New 6-3-08, Amended

3-26-09, ,

NAME OF PERSON ORIGINATING PROPOSED RULE: Drew Bartlett, Director, Division of Environmental

Assessment and Restoration

NAME OF AGENCY HEAD WHO APPROVED THE PROPOSED RULE: Herschel T. Vinyard Jr., Secretary

DATE PROPOSED RULE APPROVED BY AGENCY HEAD: February 7,2013

DATE NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT PUBLISHED IN FAR: November 23,2011'
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Florida Department of
Environmental Protection

Marjory Stoneman Douglas Building
3900 Commonwealth Boulevard
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-3000

Rick Scott
Governor

Jennifer Carroll
Lt. Govemor

Herschel T. Vinyard Jr.
Secretary

August 14, 2012

Ms. Liz Qoud
Section Administrator
Administrative Code and Weekly Section
500 South Bronough Street, Room 101
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0250

Re: Certification package for Rule 62-304.610, F.A.C.

Dear Ms. Ooud:

Attached is the certification package for Rule 62-304.610, F.A.C. I am the attomey
handling the rule and my telephone number is 245-2247, Ktistine.P.Jones@
dep.state.fl.us, and mailing address is Department of Environmental Protection, Office
of General Counsel, MS 35, 3900 Commonwealth Blvd., Tallahassee, Florida 32399-3000.
The program staff person is Jan Mandrup-Poulsen , who may be reached at 245-8448,
Jan.Mandrup-Poulsen@dep.state.fl.us, and whose mailing address is 2600 Blair Stone
Rd., Tallahassee, Florida 32399-2400.

This final rule contains a technical change from the Notice of Change published on June
8, 2012. The rule number (12) was changed to (10) to keep the rule sequential. Failing
to change it in the Notice of Change was an administrative or typographical error.

Please also find enclosed a Statement of Ratification Being Necessary for this rule and
the associated economic analysis the Department performed to make that
determination. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to ask.

Kristine Papin Jones
Assistant General C01Ut§eJV



Florida Department of Environmental Protection
Statement Of Estimated Regulatory Costs (SERe) and a

Finding of Ratification Being Necessary

Division:
Board:
Rule Number:
Rule Description:

Contact Person:

Environmental Assessment and Restoration

62-304.610
Incorporation of the state and federal requirements to define the
dissolved oxygen and nutrient Total Maximum Daily Load
(fMDLs) for Channelized Stream
Jan Mandrup-Poulsen

In order to evaluate whether ratification would be necessary under this rule, the
Department proceeded to evaluate this rule in the same manner it creates a Statement
o/Estimated Regulatory Costs (SERe). Therefore, this document seroes to act as a
SERC andfinds that ratification will be necessary.

Section 120.541(1)(b), Florida Statutes, requires the preparation ofa Statement ofEstittUlted
Regulatory Costs (SERC) in association with agency rulemaking when aproposed rule either
will have an adverse impact on small business or is likely to directly or indirectly increase
regulatory costs in excess of$200,000 in the aggregate within 1 year after the implementation'of
the rule. Local stakeholders and the public at large often are interested in the cost ofrestoration.
However, the total cost is unknown at the time ofadoption ofa TMDL rule because so much is
dependent on implementation ofrestoration activities to achieve the TMDL. The Florida
Department ofEnvironmental Protection (Department) has determined thtlt the most
transparent and efficient action is to prepare a SERCfor proposed TMDL rules that ewer areas
where there are regulated sources in the watershed.

In preparing a SERC, the Department follows the requirements of120.541(2), Florida Statutes,
to evaluate whether a proposed TMDL rule is likely to (1) ha:oe an adverse impact on economic
growth, private sedor job creation or employment, or private sector investment in excess of $1
million in the aggregate within 5 years after the implementation of the rule; (2) have an adverse
impact on business competitiveness; and (3) increase regulatory costs, including any
transactional costs, in excess of $1 million in the aggregate within 5 years after the
implementation of the rule. The Department has determined that implementation of the
reductions imposed directly by this rule will be assigned to entities covered by the Department's
regulatory programs (i.e., National Pollutant Discharge Elimination Systems (NPDES)
Permits. As such, the SERe evaluation will focus on estimates offuture costs to these regulated
entities as a result ofthe adoption ofthis rule.

A. Is the rule likely to, directly or indirectly, have an adverse impact on economic
growth, private-sector job creation or employment, or private-sector investment in
excess of $1 million in the aggregate within 5 years after the implementation of the rule?
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Florida Department of Environmental Protection
Statement Of Estimated Regulatory Costs (SERq and a

Finding of Ratification Being Necessary

2. Is the rule likely to reduce total non-farm employment? 0 Yes

1. Is the rule likely to reduce personal income?

3. Is the rule likely to reduce private housing starts?

4. Is the rule likely to reduce visitors to Florida?

5. Is the rille likely to reduce wages or salaries?

6. Is the rule likely to reduce property income?

DYes

DYes

DYes

Dyes

DYes

IZI No

IZI No

IZI No

IZI No

IZI No

IZI No

Explanation

As required by the Federal Clean Water Act and Florida Watershed Restoration Act (403.067,
F.S.) this rule will define the TMDL for dissolved oxygen and nutrientsfor Oumnelized Stream.
The rule is amsistent with state and federal laws/regulations, policies, and guidance and will
impose no requirements beyond or in addition to those already in statute. The rule will not,
directly or indirectly, adversely impact personal income, non-jarm employment, housing,
tourism, wages, or property income in excess of 1 million dollars within 5 years of
implementation.

As part of the process ofadopting the TMDL, the Department conducts a thorough analysis of
discharge sources and establishes general allocations for these sources. The general allocations
are broadly divided among three general categories ofsources: 1) facilities permitted under the
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) program, which receive a
Wasteload Allocation (WLA), 2) local governments requiring a Municipal Separate storm
Sewer System (MS4) permit, which receive a WLA separate from the WLA covered in Category
1, and 3) all sources other than Categories 1 and 2 receive a LoadAllocation (LA).

In determining the SERe for the proposed TMDL rule, the Department examined the effect of
the rule to entities within the three general allocation categories. There are no NPDES permitted
wastewaterfacilities within the basin that received a specific wasteload allocation.

For the second allocation category, there are local governments in the basin that are regulated by
a Phase I MS4 pennit, which are covered by the WLA assigned to this category.

These rules are not likely to reduce total non-jarm employment because the majority ofthe costs
will be to reduce the nutrients in stormwater discharged by the regulated entities and improve
septic tank performance. These rules are not likely to reduce private housing starts or visitors to
Florida. These rules are not likely to reduce wages or salaries.
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Florida Department of Environmental Pro~tion
Statement Of Estimated Regulatory Costs (SERC) and a

Finding of Ratification Being Necessary

Categury 3 entities are not currently cuvered by any regulatory programs of £he Department,
and a SERe analysis on Category 3 entities, therefore, is considered outside the scope of this
analysis.

A potentially important nonpoint source is the nutrient contribution from septic tanks. The cost
estimate in Table 1 ofthe number ofseptic tanks that need to be removed (total offifty-two) from
the watershed, that are within 200 meters of surface waterbodies, are good faith estimates of
likely costs that might be incurred by stakeholders during the implementation phase of the
BMAP. At this time, there remains uncertainty as to which specific combination ofprojects will
be required to meet the nutrient reductions.

In summary, while the proposed TMDL will help facilitate effective implementation ofexisting
laws and regulations, they are not expected to cause any adverse impact on personal income,
non-farm employment, housing starts, and wages, and will help maintain property values and
provide a safer environment that will benefit tburism ofthe State.

If any of these questions are answered "Yes/' presume that there is a likely and adverse
impact in excess of $1 million, and the rule must be submitted to the legislature for
ratification.

B. Is the rule likely to, directly or indirectly, have an adverse impact on business
competitiveness, including the ability of persons doing business in the state to compete
with persons doing business in other states or domestic markets, productivity, or
innovation in excess of $1 million in the aggregate within 5 years after the
implementation of the rule?

1. Is the rule likely to raise the price of goods or services provided by Florida
business?

DYes IZI No

2. Is the rule likely to add regulation that is'not present in other states or
markets?

DYes I8l No

3. Is the rule likely to reduce the quantity of goods or services Florida
.businesses are able to produce, i.e. will goods or services become too expensive to
produce?

DYes IZI No
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Florida Department of Environmental Protection
Statement Of Estimated Regulatory Costs (SERC) and a

Finding of Ratification Being Necessary

4. Is the rule likely to cause Florida businesses to reduce workforces?
Dyes 181 No

5. Is the rule likely to increase regulatory costs to the extent that Florida businesses
will be unable to invest~oductdevelopment or other innovation?

o Yes ~ No

6. Is the rule like.!l, to make illegal any product or service that is currently legal?
D Yes ~ No

Explanation:

As required by the Federal Clean Water Act and Florida Watershed Restoration Act (403.067,
F.S.) the rule will define the TMDL for dissolved oxygen and nutrients in Channelized Stream.
The rule is consistent with state and federal lawsfregulations, policies, and guidance and will
impose no requirements beyond or in addition to those already in statute.

The implementation of the rule is not likely to raise the price ofgoods or services provided by
Florida business, as the total costs ofimplementing will be primarily assigned to entities covered
by existing regulations and are designed to reduce the nutrients in stormwater discharged by the
regulated entities and improoe septic tank performance. These improvements should not add any
additional costs to the price ofgoods or the services provided by businesses within the watershed.
The rule is not likely to add regulation that is not present in other states or markets because the
federal TMDL requirements are applied nationwide. The rule is not likely to reduce the,quantity
of goods or services Florida businesses are able to produce. The rules is not likely to cause
Florida businesses to reduce workforces as the total costs of implementing will be primarily
assigned to regulated entities and are designed to reduce the nutrients in stonnwater discharged
by these entities and to improve septic tank performance. The rule is not likely to increase
regulatory costs to the extent that Florida businesses will be unable to invest in product
development or other innovations as the total costs ofimplementing will be primarily assigned to
regulated entities and are designed to reduce the nutrients in stormwater discharged by these
entities and to improve septic tank performance. The rule does not make illegal any product or
service that is currently legal.

H any of these questions are answered "Yes," presume that there is a likely and adverse
impact in excess of $1 million, and the rule must be submitted to the legislature for
.ratification.
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Florida Department of Environmental Protection

Statement Of Estimated Regulatory Costs (SERC) and a
Finding of Ratification Being Necessary

C. Is the rule likely, directly or indirectly, to increase regulatory costs, including any
transactional costs (see F below for examples of transactional costs), in excess of $1
million in the aggregate within 5 years after the implementation of this rule?

Low and high end estimated costs were calculated using an Excel spreadsheet and are provided
in Table 1. It is uncertain at this time where in the cost range the actual costs might be to
implement this TMDL. The one-time low end cost is $310,400, and includes the cost of
removing the fifty-two septic tanks in the watershed, within 200 meters ofa surface waterbody,
and connecting tJwse parcels to central sewer and the one time costfor the development ofa MS4
load reduction plan. The low end cost for addressing stormwater improvements in urban areas
presumes all development meets the urban stormwater rule, and results in $0 added costs.

The high end cost is $3,969,300, an estimate which includes costs that can be incurred by the
MS4 entities to retrofit as many as 609 acres to conform to stormwater rules requirements, as
well as the costs ofremoving the septic tanks and developing the MS410ad reduction plan. The
one-time high end estimated cost for removingfifty-two septic tanks and connecting to central
sewer is $930,800.

The high end cost is more than the $1 million threshold neededfor ratification by the Legislature.

If the total annual cost is greater than $200,000, there is likely an increase of regulatory
costs in excess of $1 million, and the rule must be submitted to the legislature for
ratification.

D. Good faith estimates (numbers/types):

1. The number of individuals and entities likely to be required to comply with the
rule. (p1use provide a retIS07fIlble explanation for the estirmde usedfor the number ofindtoidwlls and methodology
usedfor deriuing the estimJlte).

The total costs of implementing will be primarily assigned to regulated entities and are
designed to reduce the nutrients in stormwater discharged by these entities and to remove
septic tanks and connect parcels to a centralized wastewater system. Within the Channelized
Stream Watershed, the stormwater collection systems owned and operated by Polk County
and the Florida Department ofTransportation (FDOT) District Seven, within Polk County,
are covered by a Phase I NPDES municipal separate storm sewer system (MS4) permit. The
total costs ofimplementing will be primarily assigned to these entities and are designed to
reduce the nutrients in stormwater discharged by these entities and to remove septic tanks
within 200 meters ofa surface waterbody.
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Florida Department of Eiwironmental Protection

Statement Of Estimated Regulatory Costs (SERC) and a
Finding of Ratification Being Necessary

2. A general description of the types of individuals likely to be affected by the rule.

The regulated entities are county and state governments.

E. Good faith estimates (costs):

1. Cost to the department of implementing the proposed rule:

IZI None. The department intends to implement (he proposed rule within its current
workload, with existing staff.

o Minimal. (PrDaidedrlej,xpUmation).

D Other. (p1eIIse provide a reasonable expltmllfion for the esn1n4te used and methodology usedfor deriving the
estimate).

2. Cost to any other state and local government entities of implementing the
Proposed rule:

o None. This proposed rule will only affect the department.

o Minimal. (Prwidt fl briefexpbmiztion).

IZI Other. (please provide fl reflSOn4ble expltmlltion for the estim4te used and methodology used for deriving the
estimII.te).

Costs are based on an economic analysis spreadsheet developed by the department to estimate
costs. References for the analysis are provided in Attachment 1.

Cost to the department of enforcing the proposed rule:

IZI None. The department intends to enforce (he proposed rule within its current
workload with existing staff.

o Minimal. (Pruvide amelexplanation).

o Other. (p1.etlse prwide fl reIlSOnllble explaniltion for the estimate used and. methodology usedfor deriving the
estimate).

4. Cost to any other state and local government of enforcing the proposed rule:

6



Florida Department of Environmental Protection
Statement Of Estimated Regulatory Costs (SERe) and a

Finding of Ratification Being Necessary

o None.

lZI Minimal. (Provide Q briefexplanation).

Costs ofenforcement incurred by MS4 entities are already included as anormal cost
ofimplementing the MS4 permit requirements.

o Other. (please prtTOide Q reasonable explanation fin' the estimate used II1Id methodology used for deriving the
estimate).

F. Good faith estimates (transactional costs) likely to be incurred by individuals and
entities, including local government entities, required to comply with the
requirements of the proposed rule. (Includes filing fees, cost of obtaining a license, cost of equipment
required to be installed or used, cost of implementing processes and procedures, cost of modifying existing processes and
procedures, addifitmal operating costs incurred, cost ofmonitoring, and cost of reporting, or any other costs necessary to
complywith the rule).

18'1 None.
Transactional costs incurred by the regulated entities are already included as a
normal cost ofimplementing permit requirements.

o Minimal. (Provide abriefexplanation).

o Other. (please provide a rell80nahle explantltion fin' the estimate used and methodology used for deriving the
estimRte).

G. An analysis of the impact on small business as defmed by s. 288.703, F.S., and an
analysis of the impact on small counties and small cities as defined by s. 120.52, F.S.
(Includls:

• Why the regultztion is needed [e.g., Hqw will the regulRtion ma1re the reguliltory process more efficient? Required to
meet c1utnges infederalltzw? Required to meet c1umges in stilte ltzw?];

• T'Iu! type ofsmall businesses thRt would be subject to the rule;

• T'Iu! probable impact on RjJected small businesses [e.g., increased reporting requirements; ineretlSed sttzjJing; increased
legal or tlCc:ountingfees?]; .

• T'Iu! likely per-Jirm regulatury cost increll8e, ifatry).

A small business is defined in Section 288.703, F.S., as 1I...an independently owned
and operated business concern that employs 200 or fewer pennanent full-time
employees and that, together with its affiliates, has a net worth of not more than $5
million or any firm based in this state which has a Small Business Administration
8(a) certification. As applicable to sole proprietorships, the $5 million net worth
requirement shall include both personal and business investments."
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Florida Department of Environmental Protection
Statement Of Estimated Regulatory Costs (SERC) and a

Finding of Ratification Being Necessary

No explicit evaluation ofcosts to small business can be provided in this SERe. There will be
no direct costs to small businesses. Additionally, no information is available to separate
indirect costs to small business from the total costs of the rule inatrred by MS4 permit
Iwlders.

A small county is defined in Section 120.52(19), F.S., as "any county that has an
unincarcerated population of 75,000 or less according to the most recent decennial
census/' And, a small city is defined in Section 120.52(18), F.S., as "any municipality
that has an unincarcerated population of 10,000 or less according to the most recent
decennial census."

The estimated number of small businesses that would be subject to the rule:

D 1-99 0100-499
D 1,000-4,999 0 More than 5,000
181 Unknown, please explain:

0500-999

There is no injiJnnation available to separate the indirect costs to small business from the
total costs of the rule incurred byMS4 permit Iwlders; therejiJre, the number of small
business afficted is unknown.

o Analysis of the impact on small business:

~ There is no small county or small city that will be impacted by this proposed
rule.

D A small county or small city will be impacted. Analysis:

o Lower impact alternatives were not implemented? Describe the alternatives and
the basis for not implementing them.
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Table 1

Florida Department of Environmental Protection
Statement Of Estimated Regulatory Costs (SERC) and a

Finding of Ratification Being Necessary

Low End High End
S~e Cost Cost

UrbanMS4 $0 $2,988~00

Septic Tanks $270,400 $930,800
Reduction
Plan $40,000 $50,000

Total $310,400 $3,969,300
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Florida Department of Environmental Protection
Statement Of Estimated Regulatory Costs (SERC) and a

Finding of Ratification Being Necessary
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DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

RULE NO.: RULE TITLE:

62-304.610: Hillsborough River Basin TMDLs

(1) through (9) No Change.

(0) Channelized Stream. The TMPLs to address the low dissolved omen and nument iJDpairments are an

annual average 1.16 mgIL ofIN and an annual aYElIJie of0.473 mg!L ofTP and are allocated as fQUQWS:

Ca) The WLA for _!pater point sources is not gplicable.

(b) The WLAs for discharges subject to the DeJ)artment's NPDES Municipal Stormwater Permitting Program

are a 52.1 Percent reduction in anthropogenic loadings oiIN and a 60.5 percent reduction in antbrqpogenic Jna4ings

ofTP for the 2000-2007 period at sources contributin.g to exceedances ofthe criteria. and

ec) The·LAs for DOI!Point sources are a 52.1 percent reduction in anthropogenic loadings ofIN and a 60.5

percent reduction in antbro.Pogenic loadings ofIP for the·2000-2007 period at sources contributing to exceedances

ofthe criteria. and

(d) The Margin ofSafety is implicit

ee) While the LA and WLA have been expressed as the percent reductions needed to attain the lJPj)licgble Class

III criteria. it is the combined reductions ftom both antbrQpogenic point and nonpoint sources 1hatwill result in the

required reductions ofin-stream TN and TP concentrations. However, it is not 1;b.e intent ofthe TMPL to abate

natural background conditions.

Rulemaking Authority 403,061,403,067 FS. Law Implemented 403.061,403.062,403.067 FS. History-New 12-22­

04, Amended 7-7-10, Amended
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SUMMARY OF THE HEARING

A notice ofrule development for Rule 62-304.610, F.AC., was published on Jwe 19,2009, simultaneously with a

Notice ofWorkshop. The workshop was held on July 7, 2009, in Temple Terrace, Florida. Parties attending

included environmental consultants, city and cowty personnel, and other state agency personnel. There were many

comments on the rule proposed, but no specific comments on the waters included in the final rule. Following the

workshop, however, written comments were received from FDOT and Hillsborough County on the method used to

develop the DO and nutrient TMDLs for streams located in the Hillsborough River Basin, which included the

Channelized Stream segment relevant to the final rule. The iSsues raised included their concerns about the modeling

approach and the water quality targets used to develop the TMDLs. After the comment period, the Department

worked with the local stakeholders to revise the methodology used for TMDL development and in FebruaIY 2010

the Department proposed revised TMDLs to address their concerns.



CERTIFICATION OF DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

ADMINISTRATIVE RULES FILED WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE

I hereby certify:

[ X ] (1) That all statutory rulemaking requirements ofChapter 120. F.S.• and all rolemaking requirements

ofthe Department ofState have been complied with; and

[ X ] (2) That there is no administrative determination under Section 120.56(2), F.S., pending on any role

covered by this certification; and

[X J (3) All rules covered by this certification are filed within the prescribed time limitations ofSection

120.54(3)(e). F.S. They are filed not less than 28 days after the notice required. by Section 120.54(3Xa), F.S., and

[ ] (a) ArC filed not more than 90 days after the notice; or

[ X ] (b) Are filed more than 90 days after the notice. but not more dian 60 days after the administrative law

judge files the :final order with the clm or until 60 days after subsequent judicial review is complete; or

[ ] (c) Are filed more than 90 days after the notice. but not less than 21.days nor more than 45 days from the date

ofpublication ofthe notice ofchange; or

[ ] (d) Are filed more than 90 days after the notice. but not less than 14 nor more than 45 days after the

adjournment ofthe :final public hearing on the mle; or

[ ] (e) Are filed more than 90 days after the notice. but within 21 days after the date ofreceipt ofall material

authorized to be submitted at the hearing; or

[ ] (t) Are filed more than 90 days after the notice, but within 21 days after the date the transcript was received by

this agency; or

r ] (g) Are filed not more than 90 days after the notice, not including days the adoption ofthe rule was postponed

following notification from the Joint Administrative Procedures Committee that an objection to the rule was being

considered; or

[ ] (h) Are filed more than 90 days after the notice, but within 21 days after a good faith written proposal for a

lower cost regulatory alternative to a proposed rule is submitted which substantially accomplishes the objectives of

the law being implemented; or

[ J (i) Are filed. more than 90 days after the notice. but within 21 days after a regulatory alternative is offered by

the Small Business Regulatory Advisory Committee.



Attached are the original and two copies ofeach role covered by this certification. The rules are hereby adopted by

the undersigned agency by and upon their filing with the Department ofState.

Rule No(s).

62·304.610

Under the provision ofSection 120.S4(3)(e)6., F.S., the rules take effect 20 days from the date filed with the

(day) (year)

Deputy General Counsell

Number ofPages Certified



DETAILED WRITTEN STATEMENT OF TIIB FACTS AND CIRCUMSTANCES JUSTIFYING THE RULES

Pursuantto Section 303(d) ofthe federal Clean Water Act (CWA), each state is required to identifY

waterbodies within the state for which traditional point source control ofsurface water discharges are not sufficient

to assure that the affected waterbodies meet state water quality standards. For those waters identified as not meeting

standards, the state musts identify the pollutant or pollutants causing the exceedance(s) ofwater quality criteria and

establish a pollutant budget or Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) for the waterbody. A TMDL is the amount ofa

pollutant that a waterbody may assimilate and still meet applicable water quality standards.

Floridll's TMDL program. was established by the Florida Watershed Restoration Act of 1999 and is

primarily codified as Section 403.067, F.S. This Act mandated the development, by rule, ofa methodology to

identify those waters that are "impaired," or not meeting standards, and are in need ofa TMDL. The Department

promulgated Chapter 62-303, F.A.C., commonly known as the Florida Impaired Water Rule, establishing a science­

based methodology for identifYing those waters that are truly impaired, meriting inclusion on the verified list as well

as those waters that may be impaired, but required additional study for verification. Such waters are included on the

planning list.

The Department uses a watershed management approach to assess waters. verifY impairment, and schedule

waters for establishment ofa TMDL. Upon establishment ofa TMDL, allocations may be made. This rule

amendment is proposed in order to adopt a TMDL and provide gross allocations associated. ~th low dissolved

oxygen and nutrient impairments pursuant to the Department's authority,under sections 403.061 and 403.067, F.S.

This waterbody was identified asim~ using the methodology established in Rule 62-303, FAC, Identification of

Impaired Surface Waters. Rule 62-304.610(10), F.A.C., provides for the TMDL as well as the waste load

allocations (WLA) to designated Municipal Separate Storm. Sewer Systems permitted under the Department's

NPDES M1Dlicipal Stormwater Permitting program as well as nonpoint sources in the Channelized Stream

watershed ofthe Hillsborough River basin.

Rule Number:

62-304.610

Rule Title:

Hillsborough River Basin TMDLs

1

Specific Waters:

(10) Channelized Stream.



SUMMARY OF THE RULE

The Florida Watershed Restoration Act. codified at section 403.067, Florida Statutes, requires the

Department to establish total maximum daily loads ("TMDLs") for surface waters that have been verified as not

meeting applicable water quality standards. Proposed subsection 62-304.6I0(10), FAC., sets a TMDL associated

with dissolved oxygen and nutrient impairments as well as wasteload allocations to designated Municipal Separate

Stann Sewer Systems permitted under the Department's NPDES Municipal Stonnwater Permitting program and

nonpoint sources in the Channelized Stream watershed ofthe Hillsborough River Basin.
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Florida Department of
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Tallahassee, Florida 32399-3000

Rick Scott
Governor

Jennifer Carroll
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Secretary

March 8, 2013

Ms. LizOoud
Section Administrator
Administrative Code and Weekly Section
500 South Bronough Street, Room 101
Pepper Building, Room 680
Tallahassee, Florida 32399
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Re: Certification package for Rule 62-304.645, F.A.C. (Curlew and McKay Creeks)

Dear Ms. Goud:

Attached is the·certification package for Rule 62-304.645, F.A.C. The rules included in
this certification package relate to provisions that will require legislative ratification.

I am the attorney handling this rulemaking. H you have any questions, please call me at
(850) 245-2262 or email meatkenneth.hayrnan@dep.state.£l.us. My mailing address is
noted on the letterhead above.

Sincerely,

L.L~
Kenneth Hayman
Senior Assistant General Counsel

Enclosures

cc: Jan Mandrup-Poulsen

"More Protection, Less Process"
www.dep.stote.jl.us



[XJ (a) Are filed'not more than 90 days after the notice; or

CERTIFICATION OF DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

ADMINISTRATIVE RULES FlLBD WIlH THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE

I hereby certify:

[Xl (1) That all statutory rulemaking requirements ofChapter 120, F.S., and all rulemaking requirements ofthe

Department ofState have been complied with; and -'c ~
'J:I' (1"\ C;;

[.X] (2) That there is no administmtive determination und~ Section 120.56(2), F.S., pending on~~d"'"
::J:~ ;0 .....-

by this certification; and ~~ io. r-
['xl (3) All rules covered by this certification are filed within the prescribed time limitations ofsect1~~ :i ~

-f\"'f\ ......,

120.54(3)(e), F.S. They are filed not less than 28 days after the notice required by Section 120.54(3X~., ~
a~ -
Om ­:P'!'

[ ] (b) Are filed more than 90 days after the notice, but not more than 60 days after the administrative lawjudge

files the :final order with the clerk or until 60 days after subsequent judicial review is complete; or

[ ] (c) Are filed more than 90 days after the notice, but not less than 21 days nor more than 45 days from the date

ofpublication ofthe notice ofchange; or

[ ] (d) Are filed more than 90 days after the notice, but not less than 14 nor more than 45 days after the

adjournment ofthe final public hearing on the rule; or

[ J (e) Are .filed more than 90 days after the notice, but within 21 days after the date ofreceipt ofall material

authorized. to be submitted at the hearing; or

[ J (f) Are tiled more than 90 days after the notice, but within 21 days after the date the transcript was received by

this agency; or

[ ] (g) Are filed not more than 90 days after the notice, not including days the adoption ofthe rule was postponed

following notification from the Joint Administrative Procedures Committee that an objection to the rule was being

considered; or

[ J (h) Are tiled more than 90 days after the notice, but within 21 days after a good faith written proposal for a

lower cost regulatory alternative to a proposed rule is submitted which substantially accomplishes the objectives of

the law being implemented; or

[ J (i) Are tiled more than 90 days after the notice, but within 21 days after a regulatory alternative is offered by

the Small Business Regulatory Advisory Committee.



Attached are the original and two copies ofeach rule covered by this certification. The rules are hereby adopted by

the undersigned agency by and upon their filing with the Department of State.

Rule No(s).

62-304.645(13) - (14)

Under the provision ofSection 120.S4(3Xe)6., F.S., the rules take effect 20 days from the date filed with the

Department ofState or a later date as set out below:

(day) (year)
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(4) The Margin ofSafety is implicit.

62-304.645 Springs Coast Basin TMDLs.

(1) through (12) No change.

(13) Curlew Creek Tidal Sepenl The TMDL to address the low dissolved oxygen and nutrient impairments

is an annual average TN concentration of0,95 mgIL and is allocated. as follows:

(a) The WLA for the Mid-C0untY Wastewater Treatment Plant is 4,245 IbLyear ofTN,

(b) The WLA for discharges subject to the Department's NPDES Municjpal Stormwater Pennitting Program is

to address antbrQpogenic sources in the basin such that in-stream concentrations meet the Class mmarine dissolved

oxygen and nutrient criteria which, based on the measured concentrations in the year 2011, will require a IS percent

reduction ofTN at sources conll'ibutingto exceedances ofthe criteria. ~~:; ~
rj!.~w) The LA for nonpoint sources is to address anthropogenic sources in the basin suc~ ~
.". ...\" ,

con 'ons meet the Class e .ssolved 0 nutrient ' , whi based cP ~:::.,
. ...,"'" ""'0

concentrations in the year 2011, will regJJire a 15 percent reduction ofTN at sgurces contributing to~QfO
o~ .-

the~~ ~-=--- ­'P"1"l

(e) While the LA and WLA for TN have been em-essed as the pounds allowed and the percent reductions

needed to attain the glicable Class m criteria, it is the combined reductions from both anthropogenic point and

nonpoint sources that will result in the required reduction of in-stream TN concentration. HOweyer, it is not the

intent oCtile TMDL to abate natural background conditions,

(4) McKay Creek Tidal Segment. The TMDLs to address the low dissolved ox;yaen and nutrient impairments

are an annual TN load of 15,563 lb/year and an annual 5.y BQD load of 32,505 lblyear and are allocated as,

follows:

00 The WLA for wastewater sources is not glicable,

(b) The WLA for discharges subject to the Dcmartment's NPDES MW1icipal Stormwater Permittina Program is

to address anthropogenic somces in the basin such that in-stream concentrations meet the dissolved omen criterion

and nutrient criterion. expressed as a chlorophyll a target which. based on the calculated loadinp ftom the 2002­

2011 period. will require a 45 percent reduction of TN and 45 Percent reduction of 5-day BOD at sources

contributing to exceedances ofthe criteria,

1



(c) The LAs for nonpoint sources are to address anthropogenic sources in the basin such that inooStream

concentrations meet the dissolved ox.vgen criterion and nutrient criterion. exwessed as a chlorophyll a target. which.

based on the calculated loadings from the 2002-2011 period, will regyire a 45 percent reduction of TN and 4S

percent reduction of5-day BOD at sources contributing to exceedances oftbe criteria. and

(d) The Margin ofSafett is implicit.

eel While the LAs for TN and S·day BOD have been expressed as the percent reductions needed to attain the

_cable Class III criteria. it is the combined reductions from both antbrqposenic point and nonpoint sources that

will result in the reQPired reduction ofin·stream TN and 5-day BOD concentrations. However. it is not the intent of

the TMDL to abate natural backaround conditions.

Rulemaking Authority 403,061,403,067 PS. Law Implemented 403,061, 403,062,403,067 FS. History-New 6­

3-08, Amended 11-14.12,'--__.....:

2



SUMMARY OF THE RULE

The Florida Watershed Restoration Act, codified at section 403.067, Florida Statutes, requires the

Department to establish total maximum daily loads (''TMDLs'') for surface waters that have been verified as not

meeting applicable water quality stan~. Utilizing the scientific methodologies set forth in Chapter 62-303,

F.A.C., the Department previously identified the waters in the proposed rule as being impaired for nutrients.

Proposed rules 62-304.645(13)-(14) set dissolved oxygen and nutrient TMDLs for Curlew Creek and McKay Creek

that, ifmet, will redress the identified impainnent. .A report detailing the derivation ofthis TMDL can be found at:

http://www.dep.state.t1.usIwater/tmdlldrafUmdl.htm .
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SUMMARy OF THE BEARING

No timely request for a hearing was received by the agency. and no hearing was held.
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STATEMENT OF THE FACTS AND CIRCUMSTANCES JUSTIFYING THE RULE

The Florida Watershed Restoration Act, codified at section 403.067, Florida Statutes, requires the

Department to establish total maximum daily loads ("TMDLs") for surface waters that have been verified as not

meeting applicable water quality standards. Utilizing the scientific methodologies set forth in Chapter 62-303,

F.A.C., the Department previously identified·the waters in the proposed role as being impaired for nutrients.

Proposed roles 62-304.645(l3)-{14) set dissolved oxygen and nutrient TMDLs for Curlew Creek and McKay Creek

that, ifmet, will redress the identified impainnent A report detailing the derivation ofthis TMDL can be found at

http://www.dep.state.fl.uslwater/tmdlldrafUmdl.htm .
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Division:
Board:
Rule Number:
Rule Description:

Contact Person:

Florida Department of Environmental Protection
Statement Of Estimated Regulatory Costs (SERC)

Environmental Assessment and Restoration

62-304.645
Incorporation ofthe state andfederal requirements to define a Total
Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) for the Curlew Creek Tidal Segment
Verified Impairedfor Dissolved Oxygen and Nutrients
Jan Mandrup-Poulsen

Please remember to analyze the impact of the rule. NOT the statute. when
completing this form.

Section 120.541 (1)(b), Florida Statutes, requires the preparation ofa Statement ofEstimated
Regulatory Costs (SERC) in association with agency rulemaking when a proposed rule either
will have an adverse impact on small business or is likely to directly or indirectly increase
regulatory costs in excess of$200,000 in the aggregate within 1 year after the implementation of
the rule. The Florida Department ofEnvironmental Protection (Department) has determined
that this rule will increase regulatory costs in excess of$200,000 in the aggregate within 1 year
ofthe implementation ofthe rule. Therefore, SERC analyses were conductedfor the proposed
rule.

In preparing a SERC, the Department follows the requirements of120.541(2), Florida Statutes,
to evaluate whether a proposed TMDL rule is likely to (1) have an adverse impact on economic
growth, private sector job creation or employment, or private sector investment in excess of$1

- million in the aggregate within 5 years after the implementation ofthe rule; (2) have an adverse
impact on business competitiveness; and (3) increase regulatory costs, including any
transactional costs, in excess of $1 million in the aggregate within 5 years after the
implementation of the rule. For those entities covered by the Department's regulatory
programs, (i.e., National Pollutant Discharge Elimination Systems (NPDES) Permits), the
TMDL could affect associated permitting requirements. For those entities not covered under the
Department's water and wastewater regulatory programs, the TMDL is not expected to affect
them. As such, the SERC evaluation will focus on estimates offuture costs to regulated entities as
a result ofthe adoption ofthis rule.

A. Is the rule likely to, directly or indirectly, have an adverse impact on economic
growth, private-sector job creation or employment, or private-sector investment in
excess of $1 million in the aggregate within 5 years after the implementation of the rule?

1. Is the rule likely to reduce personal income? D Yes rg] No

2. Is the rule likely to reduce total non-farm employment? DYes rg] No

3. Is the rule likely to reduce private housing starts? D Yes rg] No

4. Is the rule likely to reduce visitors to Florida? D Yes rg] No



Florida Department of Environmental Protection
Statement Of Estimated Regulatory Costs (SERC)

5. Is the rule likely to reduce wages or salaries?

6. Is the rule likely to reduce property income?

Explanation

DYes

DYes

[;gJ No

[;gJ No

As required by the Federal Clean Water Act and Florida Watershed Restoration Act (403.067,
F S.), the proposed rule sets forth a nutrient TMDL for the Curlew Creek Tidal Segment which is
verified for dissolved oxygen and nutrient impairment. This rule is consistent with state and
federal laws/regulations, policies, and guidance and will impose no requirements beyond or in
addition to those already in these laws and regulations.

If any of these questions are answered "Yes," presume that there is a likely and adverse
impact in excess of $1 million, and the rule must be submitted to the legislature for
ratification.

B. Is the rule likely to, directly or indirectly, have an adverse impact on business
competitiveness, including the ability of persons doing business in the state to compete
with persons doing business in other states or domestic markets, productivity, or
innovation in excess of $1 million in the aggregate within 5 years after the
implementation of the rule?

1. Is the rule likely to raise the price of goods or services provided by Florida
business?

DYes [;gJ No

2. Is the rule likely to add regulation that is not present in other states or
markets?

DYes [;gJ No

3. Is the rule likely to reduce the quantity of goods or services Florida
businesses are able to produce, Le. will goods or services become too expensive to
produce?

DYes [;gJ No

4. Is the rule likely to cause Florida businesses to reduce workforces?
DYes [;gJ No

5. Is the rule likely to increase regulatory costs to the extent that Florida
businesses will be unable to invest in product development or other innovation?

DYes [;gJ No



Florida Department of Environmental Protection

Statement Of Estimated Regulatory Costs (SERC)

6. Is the rule likely to make illegal any product or service that is currently legal?
DYes IZI No

Explanation:

The proposed TMDL was developed based on requirements of the federal Clean Water Act.
Developing TMDLs for impaired waters is a mandated requirement applied to all states across
the nation. It does not apply to the State ofFlorida alone and, therefore, will not result in unfair
prejudice against Florida businesses and will not weaken the competitiveness of the businesses
in the state.

If any of these questions are answered "Yes," presume that there is a likely and adverse
impact in excess of $1 million, and the rule must be submitted to the legislature for
ratification.

C. Is the rule likely, directly or indirectly, to increase regulatory costs, including any
transactional costs (see F below for examples of transactional costs), in excess of $1
million in the aggregate within 5 years after the implementation of this rule?

This TMDL establishes a 15 percent reduction goal for Total Nitrogen for municipal separate
storm sewer systems (MS4) and other nonpoint sources to address the nutrient and dissolved
oxygen impairments.

As part of the process ofadopting this TMDL, the Department conducts a thorough analysis of
discharge sources and establishes general allocations for these sources. In general, a TMDL
allocation is broadly divided among three general categories of sources: Category 1.
Wastewater facilities permitted under the Department's NPDES program, which receive a
Wasteload Allocation (WLA); Category 2. local governments having MS4 permits, which receive
a WLA separate from the WLA covered in Category 1; and Category 3. all sources other than
Categories 1 and 2 receive a Load Allocation (LA).

In performing the analysis for this SERCfor the proposed TMDL rule, the Department examined
the effect of the rule to regulated entities within categories 1 and 2. Category 3 entities are not
currently covered by any regulatory programs of the Department, and a SERC analysis on
Category 3 entities, therefore, is considered outside the scope ofthis analysis.

For the first allocation category, there is one NPDESpermitted domestic wastewater facility (the
Mid-County WWTP) that received a specific wasteload allocation. The WLA granted to the
facility is the average existing load for total nitrogen in the 2000-2011 period, therefore there
will be no additional cost to the facility associated with the rule.



Florida Department of Environmental Protection
Statement Of Estimated Regulatory Costs (SERC)

For the second allocation category, there are local governments in the basin that are regulated
by a Phase 1 MS4 permit, which are covered by the WLA assigned to this category. Only the
urbanized areas ofMS4 's are subject to regulation for which the TMDL imposes costs under the
WLA. Based on this analysis, there were 4,874 acres ofPhase I MS4 anthropogenic landuse
within the urbanized area ofPinellas County.

The estimated cost is $2,086,700 per year and includes costs that could be incurred by the MS4
entities to retrofit as many as 4,874 acres to secure load reductions necessary to achieve the
TMDL and the one time cost for the development ofa MS4 load reduction plan. The estimated
costs for the MS4 entities are based on stormwater retrofit project information used in the SERC
.analysis for the State ofFlorida Numeric Nutrient Criteria. No watershed specific cost estimates
for implementing stormwater projects were submitted by the local governments.

For Category 3 entities, the proposed TMDL contains LAs, and the Department has evaluated
whether promulgation of this TMDL will affect any entities as a result of the LA. Discharges
captured in the LA are generally considered nonpoint sources and are not subject to Clean
Water Act permitting and do not have costs required by this rule. However, the Department
understands that reductions in nonpoint source contributions are needed to meet the TMDL,
which will require a process that engages all ofthe entities responsible for these non-regulated
loads. A Basin Management Action Plan (BMAP) may be developed collaboratively by the
Department and all of the contributing stakeholders and will include the most cost-effective,
specific stakeholder actions to achieve the restoration goal and a timeline for achieving it.

The cost estimates for Category 1 and 2 entities are greater than the $1 million threshold needed
for ratification by the Legislature.

D. Good faith estimates (numbers/types):

1. The number of individuals and entities likely to be required to comply with the
rule. (Please provide a reasonable explanation for the estimate used for the number of individuals and
methodology used for deriving the estimate).

The total costs of implementing will be primarily assigned to regulated entities and are
designed to reduce the nutrients in stormwater discharged by these entities. Within the
Curlew Creek Watershed, the stormwater collection systems owned and operated by Pinellas
County and Co- Permittees (Florida Department of Transportation (DOT) District 7, and
the Cities of Dunedin and Clearwater) are covered by a Phase I NPDES municipal separate
storm sewer system (MS4) permit (FLS000005). The total costs of implementing will be
primarily assigned to these entities.



Florida Department of Environmental Protection
Statement Of Estimated Regulatory Costs (SERC)

2. A general description of the types of individuals likely to be affected by the rule.

The regulated entities are city, county, and state governments.

E. Good faith estimates (costs):

1. Cost to the department of implementing the proposed rule:

IZI None. The department intends to implement the proposed rule within its current
workload, with existing staff

D Minimal. (Provide a brief explanation).

D Other. (Please provide a reasonable explanation for the estimate used and methodology used for
deriving the estimate).

2. Cost to any other state and local government entities of implementing the
proposed rule:

D None. This proposed rule will only affect the department.

D Minimal. (Provide a briefexplanation).

IZI Other. (Please provide a reasonable explanation for the estimate used and methodology used for
deriving the estimate).

Costs are based on an economic analysis spreadsheet developed by the department to estimate
costs. References for the analysis are provided in Attachment 1.

Cost to the department of enforcing the proposed rule:

IZI None. The department intends to enforce the proposed rule within its current
workload with existing staff

D Minimal. (Provide a briefexplanation).

D Other. (Please provide a reasonable explanation for the estimate used and methodology used for
deriving the estimate).

4. Cost to any other state and local government of enforcing the proposed rule:

D None.

IZI Minimal. (Provide a briefexplanation).



Florida Department of Environmental Protection
Statement Of Estimated Regulatory Costs (SERC)

Costs ofenforcement incurred by MS4 entities are already included as a normal cost
ofimplementing the MS4 permit requirements.

D Other. (Please provide a reasonable explanation for the estimate used and methodology used for
deriving the estimate).

F. Good faith estimates (transactional costs) likely to be incurred by individuals and
entities, including local government entities, required to comply with the
requirements of the proposed rule. (Includes filing fees, cost ofobtaining a license, cost of equipment
required to be installed or used, cost of implementing processes-and procedures, cost of modifying existing
processes and procedures, additional operating costs incurred, cost of monitoring, and cost of reporting, or any
other costs necessary to comply with the rule).

~ None.
Transactional costs incurred by the regulated entities are already included as a
normal cost ofimplementing permit requirements.

D Minimal. (Provide a briefexplanation).

D Other. (Please provide a reasonable explanation for the estimate used and methodology used for deriving
the estimate).

G. An analysis of the impact on small business as defined by s. 288.703, F.S., and an
analysis of the impact on small counties and small cities as defined by s. 120.52,
F.S. (Includes:

• Why the regulation is needed [e.g., How will the regulation make the regulatory process more efficient?
Required to meet changes in federal law? Required to meet changes in state law?];

• The type ofsmall businesses that would be subject to the rule;

• The probable impact on affected small businesses [e.g., increased reporting requirements; increased
staffing; increased legal or accounting fees?];

• The likely per-firm regulatory cost increase, if any).

A small business is defined in Section 288.703, F.S., as "...an independently owned
and operated business concern that employs 200 or fewer permanent full-time
employees and that, together with its affiliates, has a net worth of not more than $5
million or any firm based in this state which has a Small Business Administration
8(a) certification. As applicable to sole proprietorships, the $5 million net worth
requirement shall include both personal and business investments."

No explicit evaluation of costs to small business can be provided in this SERe. No
information is available to separate indirect costs to small business from the total costs ofthe
rule incurred by MS4 permit holders.



Florida Department of Environmental Protection
Statement Of Estimated Regulatory Costs (SERC)

A small county is defined in Section 120.52(19), F.S., as "any county that has an
unincarcerated population of 75,000 or less according to the most recent decennial
census." And, a small city is defined in Section 120.52(18), F.S., as "any municipality
that has an unincarcerated population of 10,000 or less according to the most recent
decennial census."

The estimated number of small businesses that would be subject to the rule:

D 1-99 D 100-499
D 1,000-4,999 D More than 5,000
[gI Unknown, please explain:

D 500-999

There is no information available to separate the indirect costs to small business from the
total costs of the rule incurred by MS4 permit holders; therefore, the number of small
business effected is unknown.

D Analysis of the impact on small business:

[g] There is no small county or small city that will be impacted by this proposed rule.

D A small county or small city will be impacted. Analysis:

D Lower impact alternatives were not implemented? Describe the alternatives and
the basis for not implementing them.

H. Any additional information that the agency determines may be useful.

[g] None.

D Additional.

I. A description of any good faith written proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative
to the proposed rule which substantially accomplishes the objectives of the law
being implemented and either a statement adopting the alternative or a statement of
the reasons rejecting the alternative in favor of the proposed rule.

[g] No good faith written proposals for a lower cost regulatory alternative to the
proposed rule were received.

D See attachment "A".

D Adopted in entirety.



Florida Department of Environmental Protection
Statement Of Estimated Regulatory Costs (SERC)

o Adopted I rejected in part. (Provide a description of th~ parts adopted or rejected, and provide
a briefstatement of the reasons adopting or rejecting this altemative in part).

o Rejected in entirety. (Provide a brief statement of the reasons rejecting this alternative).

o See attachment "B".

o Adopted in entirety.

o Adopted I rejected in part. (Provide a description of the parts adopted or rejected, and provide
a briefstatement of the reasons adopting or rejecting this alternative in part).

o Rejected in entirety. (Provide a briefstatement of the reasons rejecting this alternative).

o See attachment "e".

o Adopted in entirety.

o Adopted I rejected in part. (Provide a description of the parts adopted or rejected, and provide
a brief statement of the reasons adopting or rejecting this alternative in part).

o Rejected in entirety. (Provide a briefstatement of the reasons rejecting this alternative).

o See attachment "0".

o Adopted in entirety.

o Adopted I rejected in part. (Provide a description of the parts adopted or rejected, and provide
a briefstatement of the reasons adopting or rejecting this alternative in part).

o Rejected in entirety. (Provide a brief statement of the reasons rejecting this alternative).

o See attachment "E".

o Adopted in entirety.

o Adopted I rejected in part. (Provide a description of the parts adopted or rejected, and provide
a brief statement of the reasons adopting or rejecting this alternative in part).

o Rejected in entirety. (Provide a briefstatement of the reasons rejecting this alternative).



Florida Department of Environmental Protection
Statement Of Estimated Regulatory Costs (SERC)

Attachment 1

References for Development of the SERe spreadsheet

Florida Department ofAgricultural and Consumer Services (FDACS), Office ofAgricultural
Water Policy (OAWP)'s BMP program. March 2011.

Florida Department ofEnvironmental Protection (FDEP). 2010a. TMDL Water Quality
Restoration Grants. http://www.dep.state.fl.us/water/watersheds/docs/tmdl-grant­
nutrient-costs-0210.pdf Accessed July 2011.

Florida Department ofEnvironmental Protection (FDEP). 2010b. FDEP Review ofEPA's
"Preliminary Estimate ofPotential Compliance Costs and Benefits Associated with
EPA's Proposed Numeric Nutrient Criteria for Florida."

Florida Geological Data Library (FGDL). 2004-2008. GIS Data: lu_nwfwmd_2004;
lu_sfwmd_2004; lu_sjrwmd_2004; lu_srwmd_2008; and lu_swfwmd-2007.
http://wwwjgdl.org/download/index.html

Florida Geological Data Library (FGDL). 2007. GIS Data: npdes_stormwater.
http://wwwjgdl.org/download/index.html

Florida Governmental Utility Authority (FGUA). 2009. Board Agenda Item: Thursday,
February 19, 2009: Status Update on the Lehigh Acres Utility Expansion Project­
Mandatory Wastewater Connections.
http://www.lehighacresweedandseedproject.info/FGUA/Lehigh%20Acres%20Mandatory
%20Wastewater%20Connection.pdf

McNeer, Andy. May 2009. Aquapoint Sales Representative. Personal communication.

Soil and Water Engineering Technology (SWET). 2008. Nutrient Loading Rates, Reduction
Factors and Implementation Costs Associated with BMPs and Technologies. Report
prepared for South Florida Water Management District.

United States Bureau ofLabor Statistics, Department ofLabor. 2011. Consumer Price Index.

United States Census Bureau, Department ofLabor. 2007. Economic Census.

Wastewater Technologies. November 2010. Personal communication.
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Re: Certification package for Rule 62-304.900, F.A.C. (Statewide Mercury TMDL)

Dear Ms. Cloud:

Attached is the certification package for Rule 62-304.900,F.A.C. Please note that this
rule will require legislative ratification.

As the attorney handling this rulemaking, if you have any questions, please call me at
(850) 245-2262 or email meatkenneth.hayman@dep.state.fl.us. My mailing address is
noted on the letterhead above.

Kenneth Hayman
Senior Assistant General Counsel

Enclosures

cc: Jan Mandrup-Poulsen

"More Protection, Less Process"
www.dep.state.jl.us



I hereby certifY:

CERTIFICATION OF DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION;-:~,... :;;::
j--:. ~

ADMINISTRATIVE RULES FILED WITII THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE ~'~:'; -""
C5
c;.~

[X] (1) That all statutory rulem.aking requirements ofChapter 120, F.S., and all rulemaking~e,nts 0t.t!e
__,I..

Department ofState have been complied with; and ~~11 IS!
:::..:~:.. 0

[Xl (2) That there is no administrative determination under Section 120.56(2), F.S., pending onan~co~

by this certification; and

[Xl (3) All rules covered by this certification are filed within the prescribed time limitations ofSection

120.54(3)(e), F.S. They are filed not less than 28 days after the notice required by Section 120.54(3)(a), F.S., and

[Xl (a) Are filed not more than 90 days after the notice; or

[ J (b) Are filed more than 90 days after the notice, but not more than 60 days after the administrative law judge

files the final order with the clerk or until 60 days after subsequent judicial review is complete; or

[ ] (c) Are filed more than 90 days after the notice, but not less than 21 days nor more than 45 days from the date

ofpublication ofthe notice ofchange; or

[ J (d) Are filed more than 90 days after the notice, but not less than 14 nor more than 45 days after the

adjournment ofthe final public hearing on the rule; or

[ J (e) Are filed more than 90 days after the notice, but within 21 days after the date ofreceipt ofall material

authorized to be submitted at the hearing; or

[ J (1) Are filed more than 90 days after the notice, but within 21 days after the date the transcript was received by

this agency; or

[ J (g) Are filed not more than 90 days after the notice, not including days the adoption ofthe rule was postponed

following notification from the Joint Administrative Procedures Committee that an objection to the rule was being

considered; or

[ J (h) Are filed more than 90 days after the notice, but within 21 days after a good :taith written proposal for a

lower cost regulatory alternative to a proposed rule is submitted which substantially accomplishes the objectives of

the law being implemented; or

[ ] (i) Are filed more than 90 days after the notice, but within 21 days after a regulatory alternative is offered by

the Small Business Regulatory Advisory Committee.



Attached are the original and two copies ofeach rule covered by this certification. The rules are hereby adopted by

the undersigned agency by and upon their filing with the Department ofState.

Rule No(s).

62-304.900

Under the provision ofSection 120.54(3Xe)6.• F.S., the rules take effect 20 days from the date filed with the

Department ofState or a later date as set out below:

Effective:
(month) (day) (year)

1
Number ofPages Certified



SUMMARy OF THE BEARING

No timely request for a hearing was received by the agency, and no hearing was held.
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62-304.900 Statewide TMDLs.

The statewide mercury (total) TMDL for all fresh and marine waters in Florida is allocated as follows:

(1) The Wasteload Allocation (WLA) for all industrial and domestic wastewater sOtn'Ces holding NPDES

permits in Florida. other than those sources covered under subsection 62-304.900(2). FAC.. is 23 kg/yr mercwy

(total). Pursuant to paragnmh 62-620.100(3)<m1 F.A.C.. domestic wastewater facilities with a permitted capacity of

greater than one mmion gallons per daY and alI industrial discharges. other than once-through cooling waters at

industrial wastewater facilities and those sources covered under subsection 62-304.900(2). FAC.. that demOnstrate

gyantifiable mercury (total) levels in their emuent (using clean techniques. such as EPA Method 1631e) will be

required to Prwate and im,plement a mercury minimization plan addressing sources ofmerguy (total) within their

jurisdication.

(2) The WLA for dischames subject to the Department's NPPES Municipal Stormwater Permitting Program or

for other dischar.ges primarily treating stormwater and not expected to add merc;ury (total) to their discharge. is

generally not BP,Plicable: however. a permittee or co-pemittee gy be required to reduce mercury loads ifsources of

mercury (total) wdel the direct control ofthat permittee ot co-permittee are found to exist

(3) The Load Allocation (LA) for nOQPOint sources is to address anthropogenic sources in the basin is an 86%

reduction ofmerpyry (total) :from atmospheric sources. and

(4) The Margin ofSafety is implicit.

(S) While the LA for mercury has been expressed as the petC\mt reduction needed to attain the lQ)J)licable

narrative criteria. it is the combined reductions from both anthro,pogenic point and nonpoint sources that will result

in the regyired reductions. However. it is not the intent ofthe TMDL to abate natural background conditions.

Rulemaking Authority 403.061. 403.067 FS. Law Implemented 403.061. 403.062. 403.067 FS, History-

New
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STATEMENT OF THE FACfS AND CIRCUMSTANCES JUSTIFYING THE RULE

The Florida Watershed Restoration Act, codified at section 403.067, Florida Statutes, requires the

Department to establish total maximum daily loads C'TMDLs") for surface waters that have been verified as not

meeting appliCable water quality standards. Utilizing the scientific methodologies set forth in Chapter 62-303,

F.A.C., the Department previously identified the waters in the proposed rule as being impaired as a result of

mercury. Proposed rule 62-304.900 sets a statewide mercury TMDL·for Florida's fresh and marble waters that, if

met. will redress the identified impairment. A report detailing the derivation ofthis TMDL can be found at:

http://www.dtW·state.fl.us!water/tmdlldrafttmdI.htm#state .
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SUMMARY OF THE RULE

The Florida Watershed Restoration Act, codified at section 403.067, Florida Statutes, requires the

Department to establish total maximum daily loads ("TMDLs") for surface waters that have been verified as not

meeting applicable water quality standards. Utilizing the scientific methodologies set forth in Chapter 62-303,

F.A.C., the Department previously identified the waters in the proposed rule as being impaired as a result of

mercury. Proposed rnIe 62-304.900 sets a statewide mercury TMDL for Florida's fresh and marine waters that, if

met, will redress the identified impairment. A report detailing the derivation ofthis TMDL can be found at:,

http://www.dm·state.fl·u.sIwater/tmdJ/drafttmdl.htm#state .
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Division:
Board:
Rule Number:
Rule Description:

Contact Person:

Florida Department of Environmental Protection
Statement Of Estimated Regulatory Costs (SERC)

Environmental Assessment and Restoration

62-304.900
Incorporation ofthe state andfederal requirements to define a statewide
Total Maximum Daily Load (I'MDL)for Florida Waterways Verifiedfor
the Mercury Impairment Based on Fish Tissue Concentration
Jan Mandrup-Poulsen

Please remember to analyze the impact of the rule. NOT the statute. when
completing this form.

Section 120.541 (1) (b), Florida Statutes, requires the preparation of a Statement of Estimated
Regulatory Costs (SERC) in association with agency rulemaking when a proposed rule either
will have an adverse impact on small business or is likely to directly or indirectly increase
regulatory costs in excess of$200,000 in the aggregate within 1 year after the implementation of
the rule. The Florida Department of Environmental Protection (Department) has determined
that the proposed statewide mercury TMDL will incur costs of more than $200,000 in the
aggregate within 1 year after the implementation of the rule. Therefore, SERC analyses were
conductedfor the proposed rule.

In preparing a SERC, the Departmentfollows the requirements of120.541(2), Florida Statutes,
to evaluate whether a proposed TMDL rule is likely to (1) have an adverse impact on economic
growth, private sector job creation or employment, or private sector investment in excess of$1
million in the aggregate within 5 years after the implementation ofthe rule; (2) have an adverse
impact on business competitiveness; and (3) increase regulatory costs, including any
transactional costs, in excess of $1 million in the aggregate within 5 years after the
implementation of the rule. For those entities covered by the Department's regulatory
programs, (i.e., the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination Systems (NPDES) Permits), the
TMDL could affect associatedpermitting requirements. For those entities not covered under the
Department's water and wastewater regulatory programs, the TMDL is not expected to affect
them. As such, the SERC evaluation willfocus on estimates offuture costs to regulated entities as
a result of the adoption of this rule. Specifically for this TMDL, the SERC analyses focused on
wastewater facilities that discharge to waters ofthe State and are regulated by NPDES permits.
The Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) permittees regulated by the Department's
stormwater NPDES permit program are not covered in this analysis because the mercury that
may be present in the stormwater is primarily the result ofatmospheric deposition and the MS4
permittees are not responsible for treating mercury resulting from atmospheric deposition. This
SERC was preparedfor a mercury TMDL that covers the entire state ofFlorida.

A. Is the rule likely to, directly or indirectly, have an adverse impact on economic
growth, private-sector job creation or employment, or private-sector investment in excess
of $1 million in the aggregate within 5 years after the implementation of the rule?

1. Is the rule likely to reduce personal income?
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Florida Department of Environmental Protection
Statement Of Estimated Regulatory Costs (SERC)

2. Is the rule likely to reduce total non-farm employment? 0 Yes [g] No

3. Is the rule likely to reduce private housing starts? 0 Yes [g] No

4. Is the rule likely to reduce visitors to Florida? 0 Yes [g] No

5. Is the rule likely to reduce wages or salaries? 0 Yes [g] No

6. Is the rule likely to reduce property income? 0 Yes [g] No

Explanation

As required by the Federal Clean Water Act and Florida Watershed Restoration Act (403.067,
F.S.), the proposed rule sets forth a mercury TMDL for waterbodies across the state ofFlorida
verified for mercury impairment based on fish tissue. This rule is consistent with state and
federal laws/regulations, policies, and guidance and will impose no requirements beyond or in
addition to those already in these laws and regulations. This rule will not, directly or indirectly,
adversely impact personal income, non-farm employment, housing starts, tourism, wages, or
property income in excess of$1 million within 5 years ofimplementation.

As part of the process ofadopting this TMDL, the Department conducts a thorough analysis of
discharge sources and establishes general allocations for these sources. In general, a TMDL
allocation is broadly divided among three general categories of sources: Category 1.
Wastewater facilities permitted under the Department's NPDES program, which receive a
Wasteload Allocation (WLA); Category 2. local governments having MS4 permits, which receive
a WLA separate from the WLA covered in Category 1,. and Category 3. all sources other than
Categories 1 and 2 receive a Load Allocation (LA).

In performing the analysis for this SERC for the proposed TMDL rule, the Department only
examined the effect ofthis rule to Category 1 entities. Category 2 entities are not covered by this
SERC because MS4 permittees are not responsible for mercury present in stormwater, which
primarily is the result of atmospheric deposition. The same logic also applies to stormwater
created from Category 3 entities. SERC analyses on Category 2 and Category 3 entities,
therefore, are considered outside the fYcope ofthis analysis.

The statewide mercury TMDL will require that some NPDES permitted wastewater facilities
develop and execute a mercury minimization plan (MMP). For domestic wastewater facilities,
this requirement only applies to major facilities [i.e., those that have an annual average daily
permitted discharge capacity exceeding 1 million gallon per day (MGDJ). The MMP
requirement applies to all industrial wastewater facilities and their discharges, except
discharges ofonce-through cooling water. Any stormwater discharges not expected to contribute
additional mercury (i.e., be a separate source) are also excludedfrom needing a MMP.
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Florida Department of Environmental Protection
Statement Of Estimated Regulatory Costs (SERC)

Currently, 133 domestic wastewater facilities in the state of Florida have an annual average
daily discharge capacity exceeding 1 MGD, and, therefore, may need to meet the mercury MMP
requirement. The MMP requirement may also apply to 294 NPDES permitted industrial
wastewater facilities. The average cost for MMP development is estimated to be $5,000 per
facility. This is a one-time costfor each regulatedfacility. In addition, the proposed TMDL rule
implementation will require most regulated facilities to include a mercury monitoring program
as part of their permit conditions. The average cost of the monitoring program is about $300
per facility in aggregate in the first five years ofimplementing the proposed rule. The total cost
for each regulatedfacility in aggregate in the five years ofimplementing the proposed rule could
be the sum of the $5,000 one-time cost for the MMP development and $300 monitoring cost,
which is a maximum of$5,300. The average annual cost for each facility should not be more
than $5,30015 years or $1,060Iyear. This is not a major incremental cost for most wastewater
treatment facilities. Among the 133 major domestic wastewater facilities, 62 facilities currently
have industrial pretreatment plans. Among the 294 industrial wastewater facilities, 87 major
facilities currently have pretreatment plans and have existing staff capable of addressing a
MMP, should one become necessary. The estimated costs ofimplementing the proposed rule will
be $5,000 to revise these existing plans to specifically address mercury. When combined with
the added monitoring costs, the total estimated cost will be $5,300, resulting in an annual cost of
$1, 060lyear for these two categories offacilities (i. e., those with existing pretreatment plans).
For the remaining 71 domestic and 207 wastewater facilities that may be subject to the
cooperative development and implementation ofa MMP, there will likely be added costs to hire
staffor to train existing staffto adopt and apply the MMP. As the number offacilities that will
be subject to MMP requirements will not be known until the additional monitoring at the time of
permit renewal is completed, the actual additional costs for these options are not known at this
time. However, it is not likely that the implementation ofthe proposed rule will reduce, in any
meaningful way, the personal income, non-jarm employment, private housing starts, wages or
salaries, and property income. Implementation of the proposed rule will certainly not reduce
visitors to Florida. Reducing the mercury concentration ofFlorida fish should create a more
favorable condition for sportfishing and therefore encourage the tourism ofthe State.

If any of these questions are answered "Yes," presume that there is a likely and adverse
impact in excess of $1 million, and the rule must be submitted to the legislature for
ratification.

B. Is the rule likely to, directly or indirectly, have an adverse impact on business
competitiveness, including the ability of persons doing business in the state to compete
with persons doing business in other states or domestic markets, productivity, or
innovation in excess of $1 million in the aggregate within 5 years after the
implementation of the rule?

1. Is the rule likely to raise the price of goods or services provided by Florida
business?

DYes IZI No
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Florida Department of Environmental Protection
Statement Of Estimated Regulatory Costs (SERC)

2. Is the rule likely to add regulation that is not present in other states or
markets?

DYes I:XI No

3. Is the rule likely to reduce the quantity of goods or services Florida
businesses are able to produce, i.e. will goods or services become too expensive to
produce?

DYes I:XI No

4. Is the rule likely to cause Florida businesses to reduce workforces?
DYes I:XI No

5. Is the rule likely to increase regulatory costs to the extent that Florida
businesses will be unable to invest in product development or other innovation?

DYes I:XI No

6. Is the rule likely to make illegal any product or service that is currently legal?
DYes I:XI No

Explanation:

The proposed statewide mercury TMDL was developed based on requirements of the federal
Clean Water Act. Developing TMDLs for impaired waters is a mandated requirement applied to
all states across the nation. It does not apply to the State ofFlorida alone and, therefore, will
not result in unfair prejudice against Florida businesses and will not weaken the competitiveness
ofthe businesses in the state.

In addition, as discussed in the Section A, the incremental costs likely to be incurred by the
proposed TMDL rule will only be applied to domestic and industrial wastewater facilities with
an annual cost of$1, 060/facility or less. Ofthe $1, 060, $1,000 isfor developing a MMP, which
is part of the one-time cost not exceeding $5,000. The mercury monitoring cost for each
industrial and the large domestic wastewater facilities will be a total of $300, for cleaning
sampling and analyses at the time of each permit renewal. For these large domestic and
industrial wastewater facilities, $300should not be a significant cost, should not result in an
increase in the price ofgoods and services provided by Florida businesses, and should not cause
these businesses to reduce their work force as well as the quantity ofgoods and services they
provide. In addition, the proposed TMDL does not prohibit any legal products and services
currently provided by Florida business. It will slightly expand upon regulatory procedures for
Florida business beyond those already required by existing wastewater permit processes and,
therefore, will not significantly add to the regulatory burdens on Florida businesses.
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Florida Department of Environmental Protection
Statement Of Estimated Regulatory Costs (SERC)

If any of these questions are answered "Yes," presume that there is a likely an adverse
impact in excess of $1 million, and the rule must be submitted to the legislature for
ratification.

C. Is the rule likely, directly or indirectly, to increase regulatory costs, including any
transactional costs (see F below for examples of transactional costs), in excess of $1
million in the aggregate within 5 years after the implementation of this rule?

As discussed in Section A, the regulatory cost likely to be incurred by the proposed TMDL rule
will apply to 133 major domestic wastewater facilities and 294 industrial wastewater facilities
through the wastewater permitting processes. Where the needfor a MMP is shown (i.e., through
a demonstration of quantifiable mercury concentrations present in the e.fJluent being
discharged), the costs for each facility include a $5,000 one-time cost ofdeveloping a MMP, and
a $300/jive year cost of implementing a mercury monitoring program. The total cost for each
facility is about $5,300 in aggregate for the first five years ofimplementing the proposed TMDL
rule. However, 62 ofthe domestic waste treatment facilities already have pretreatment plans, as
do 87 of the industrial facilities. For these facilities, only a reassessment of the existing plans
will be needed to specifically address mercury as a pollutant. The estimated one-time cost to
these facilities is $5,000 to secure an updated MMP. $300 in monitoring 5-year costs are also
expectedfor these facilities. The remaining 71 domestic wastewater facilities and 207 industrial
wastewater facilities may incur added staffing or training costs. In all cases, a MMP, and the
cost to develop and implement it, will occur only if the monitoring done at the time ofpermit
renewal indicates a MMP is necessary. Due to the total number offacilities included under this
proposed rule, the total cost is expected to exceed $1 million in the first five years following
adoption.

The total number offacilities needing to meet the monitoring requirements at the time ofpermit
renewal is 133 domestic and 294 industrial wastewater facilities at $300/jacility for monitoring,
with a total cost of$128,100. MMP development over the first five years following rule adoption
for these 427 facilities is estimated to be not more than $2,135,000. Potential implementation
costs can not reasonably be generated at this time, as they are a function ofmonitoring results
that will not be available until after the next five-year permit renewal cycle is completed. The
maximum total incremental cost to be incurred by the affected local governments and businesses
under the proposed TMDL rule is = $2,263,100.

The actual 5-year aggregated cost of implementing the proposed rule is likely to be less than
$2,263,100. Among the 62 major domestic wastewater facilities that currently have
pretreatment plans, some plans may address mercury removal, so no incremental costs to update
their plans will be incurred. In addition, these calculations conservatively assume that all
industrial and major domestic wastewater e.fJluents will demonstrate quantifiable amounts of
mercury. However, if mercury is not quantified in the waste stream, then only the monitoring
costs ($300 over afive-year period) will be incurred.
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Florida Department of Environmental Protection
Statement Of Estimated Regulatory Costs (SERC)

D. Good faith estimates (numbers/types):

1. The number of individuals and entities likely to be required to comply with the
rule. (Please provide a reasonable explanati~n for the estimate used for the number of individuals and
methodology used for deriving the estimate).

The number ofentities likely to be required to comply with the rule includes 133 major domestic
wastewater facilities with an annual average daily discharge capacity exceeding 1 MGD and
294 industrial wastewater facilities with permitted surface water discharges in the state of
Florida.

2. A general description of the types of individuals likely to be affected by the rule.

The regulated entities are 133 major domestic wastewater facilities and 294 industrial
wastewater facilities. Domestic wastewaters facilities collect, treat, and discharge wastes
generally created by human occupied households. Industrial wastewater can be
comprised of a wide range ofpollutants, depending on the products and waste streams
being created as each facility.

E. Good faith estimates (costs):

1. Cost to the department of implementing the proposed rule:

o None.

C8J Minimal. The Department intends to implement the proposed rule (including
cooperatively developing generic Mercury Minimization Plans with affected
wastewater facilities) within its current workload, using existing staff.

o Other. (Please provide a reasonable explanation for the estimate used and methodology used for
deriving the estimate).

2. Cost to any other state and local government entities of implementing the
proposed rule:

o None. This proposed rule will only affect the department.

o Minimal. (Provide a brief explanation).

C8J Other. (Please provide a reasonable explanation for the estimate used and methodology used for
deriving the estimate).

Last printed 1/20/2011 11 :52:00 AM 6



Florida Department of Environmental Protection
Statement Of Estimated Regulatory Costs (SERC)

Domestic wastewater treatment plants are typically owned by local government entities, and the
potential costs they may incur (as broken out below) are already accounted for in Section C,
above. There are a total of99 government-ownedfacilities that may need to meet the monitoring
and MMP requirements. At a cost of$300lfacility for monitoring (at the time permit renewal) the
monitoring cost during the first five years following rule adoption will be $29,700. Combined
with a potential cost of$5,000 for MMP development aUhese same 99 facilities (or, $495,000,
also over the first five years) yields a total potential cost to be incurred by local governments
under the proposed TMDL rule of$524, 700.

The actual 5-year aggregated cost ofimplementing the proposed rule for these facilities is likely
to be less than $524,700. This is because, among the 99 privately-owned major domestic
wastewater facilities, some of the major facilities may currently have pretreatment plans that
address mercury removal, so no incremental costs to update their plans will be incurred. In
addition, these calculations conservatively assume that all major domestic wastewater effluents
will demonstrate quantifiable amounts ofmercury. However, ifmercury is not quantified in the
waste stream, then only the monitoring costs ($300 over afive-year period) will be incurred.

Cost to the department of enforcing the proposed rule:

~ None.

The department intends to enforce the proposed rule within its current workload with
existing staff.

D Minimal. (Provide a brief explanation).

D Other. (Please provide a reasonable explanation for the estimate used and methodology used for
deriving the estimate).

4. Cost to any other state and local government of enforcing the proposed rule:

~ None. This proposed rule will only affect the department.

D Minimal. (Provide a briefexplanation).

D Other. (Please provide a reasonC}ble explanation for the estimate used and methodology used for
deriving the estimate).

F. Good faith estimates (transactional costs) likely to be incurred by individuals and
entities, including local government entities, required to comply with the
requirements of the proposed rule. (Includes filing fees, cost of obtaining a license, cost of equipment
required to be installed or used, cost of implementing processes and procedures, cost of modifying existing
processes and procedures, additional operating costs incurred, cost of monitoring, and cost of reporting, or any
other costs necessary to comply with the rule).

D None. This proposed rule will only affect the department.
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Statement Of Estimated Regulatory Costs (SERC)

[gI Minimal. (Provide a briefexplanation).

Transactional costs incurred by the regulated entities are already included as a normal cost
ofimplementingpermit requirements.

~..

D Other. (Please provide a reasonable explanation for the estimate used and methodology used for deriving
the estimate).

G. An analysis of the impact on small business as defined by s. 288.703, F.S., and an
analysis of the impact on small counties and small cities as defined by s. 120.52,
F.S. (Includes:

• Why the regulation is needed [e.g., How will the regulation make the regulatory process more efficient?
Required to meet changes in federal law? Required to meet changes in state law?];

• The type ofsmall businesses that would be subject to the rule;

• The probable impact on affected small businesses [e.g., increased reporling requirements; increased
staffing; increased legal or accounting fees?];

• The likely per-firm regulatory cost increase, if any).

A small business is defined in Section 288.703, F.S., as "... an independently owned
and operated business that employs 200 or fewer permanent full-time employees
and that, together with its affiliates, has a net worth of not more than $5 million or
any firm based in this state which has a Small Business Administration 8(a)
certification. As applicable to sole proprietorships, the $5 million net worth
requirement shall include both personal and business investments."

A small county is defined in Section 120.52(19), F.S., as "any county that has an
unincarcerated populationcof 75,000 or less according to the most recent decennial
census." And, a small city is defined in Section 120.52(18), F.S., as "any municipality
that has an unincarcerated population of 10,000 or less according to the most recent
decennial census."

The estimated number of small businesses that would be subject to the rule:

o1-990100-499
01,000-4,999 0 More than 5,000
[gJ Unknown, please explain:

[gI Analysis of the impact on small business:

0500-999

Only domestic wastewater facilities in excess of one million gallons per day are subject to
any added costs, thus no small businesses operating domestic wastewater facilities will
be impacted. Small industrial wastewater facilities are not defined by the volume of
wastewater, but rather by the nature oftheir activity. As all industrial activities covered
by NPDES permits are assigned Standard Industrial Classification (SIC) codes, the US
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Florida Department of Environmental Protection
Statement Of Estimated Regulatory Costs (SERC)

EPA and Department have assessed whether the businesses within each classification are
likely to need effluent limits for mercury prior to issuing a permit to operate the business.
However, as these agencies ability to detect mercury concentrations at or about the
currently adopted criteria has only recently (in the last decade) been achievable using
clean techniques, industrial wastewater facilities (major or minor) are subject to the
monitoring requirement described above. The only cost which can be assumed to be
incurred by each facility (i.e., the monitoring cost) is estimated to be $300. The
Department intends to work cooperatively with both large and small businesses to
develop MMP templates that can be applied to each group offacilities falling under an
individual SIC code, thereby minimizing cost and achieving consistency of what is
expected to be done within each category.

D There is no small county or small city that will be impacted by this proposed rule.

IZI A small county or small city will be impacted. Analysis:

Small counties or cities are likely to be impacted by the proposed rule, especially for those
small entities that are covered by NPDES wastewater permits. The estimated costs for
wastewater have been addressed previously (see Sections A and B). The Department
accessed its WAFR database and determined that 15 small counties may be impacted by this
rule. Thirteen ofthese counties have a single domestic wastewater facility that qualifies as
being "major," that is, has a permitted capacity to discharge of>1 MGD. Two counties
(Flagler and Nassau) have two or mOre facilities permitted to discharge in excess on 1 MGD.
The Department has determined that only three general categories of sources have the
potential to contribute significant and measurable amounts of mercury to domestic
wastewater facilities (i. e., dental offices, hospitals, and educational facilities with medical or
laboratory facilities). As described in Chapter 9 of the TMDL report, the Department
already has adopted measures to limit mercury contributions from these types offacilities.
However, as the ability to detect mercury concentrations at or about the currently adopted
criteria has only recently (in the last decade) been achievable using clean techniques, all
major domestic wastewater facilities are subject to the monitoring requirement described
above. In each case, the only cost which can be assumed to be incurred by eachfacility (i.e.,
the monitoring cost) is estimated to be $300. If mercury is quantified by the monitoring
conducted during permit renewal, the facility will need to adopt a MMP. Some of these
domestic facilities may already have pretreatment programs in place that address mercury.
In those cases, no added costs will be incurred.

D Lower impact alternatives were not implemented? Describe the alternatives and
the basis for not implementing them.

H. Any additional information that the agency determines may be useful.

IZI None.
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o Additional.

I. A description of any good faith written proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative
to the proposed rule which substantially accomplishes the objectives of the law
being implemented and either a statement adopting the alternative or a statement of
the reasons rejecting the alternative in favor of the proposed rule.

~ No good faith written proposals for a lower cost regulatory alternative to the
proposed rule were received.

o See attachment "A".

o Adopted in entirety.

o Adopted I rejected in part. (Provide a description of the parts adopted or rejected, and provide
a brief statement of the reasons adopting or rejecting this alternative in part).

o Rejected in entirety. (Provide a briefstatement of the reasons rejecting this alternative).

o See attachment "8".

o Adopted in entirety.

o Adopted I rejected in part. (Provide a description of the parts adopted or rejected, and provide
a brief statement of the reasons adopting or rejecting this alternative in part).

o Rejected in entirety. (Provide a briefstaternent of the reasons rejecting this alternative).

o See attachment "G".

o Adopted in entirety.

o Adopted I rejected in part. (Provide a description of the parts adopted or rejected, and provide
a brief statement of the reasons adopting or rejecting this alternative in part).

o Rejected in entirety. (Provide a briefstatement of the reasons rejecting this alternative).

o See attachment "0".

o Adopted in entirety.

o Adopted I rejected in part. (Provide a description of the parts adopted or rejected, and provide
a brief staternent of the reasons adopting or rejecting this alternative in part).

o Rejected in entirety. (Provide a briefstatement of the reasons rejecting this alternative).
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o See attachment "E";

o Adopted in entirety.

o Adopted / rejected in part. (Provide a description of the parts adopted or rejected, and provide
a brief statement of the reasons adopting or rejecting this alternative in part).

o Rejected in entirety. (Provide a brief statement of the reasons rejecting this alternative).
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