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COMMITTEE MEETING REPORT
PreK-12 Appropriations Committee

3/24/2009 3:00:00PM

Location: 404 HOB

Attendance:

Present Absent Excused

Anltere Flores (Chair) X

Janet Adkins X

DWight Bullard X

Gwyndoien Clarke-Reed X

Kurt Kelly X

Martin Kiar X

John Legg X

Kelll Stargel X

Michael.Weinstein X

Totals: 8 0 1

Committee meeting was reported out: Tuesday, March 24, 2009 5:30:14PM

Print Date: 3/24/2009 5:30 pm
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foundation for
florida's future

, Keeping the Promise ofQuality Education

The Foundation for Florida's Future
SUPPORTS

CS/HB 1293 Relating to Graduation Requirements

Raising Standards Leads to Higher Performance
When standards are raised, there is an increase in F schools

followed by a decline as performance rises to the new standards

The Foundation asks that you vote YES on CS/HB 1293 by Rep. Fresen in the Pre K -12 Appropriations Committee on
March 24th

. To provide for our state's future economic growth, the 21st Century Diploma Initiative raises high school
graduation standards to ensure Florida's students are prepared to compete in the global marketplace. Higher standards
better prepare students for college, saving the state significant dollars in college remediation.

Despite a recent overall ranking of tenth in the nation for quality of education by the highly respected annual report card
issued by Education Week, Florida failed in the category of "college readiness," scoring an F with an abysmal 50 out of
100 points. The 21st Century Diploma Initiative features measures to increase graduation requirements to ensure our
students are ready for college and the workforce.

Every time Florida raises standards, there is a small initial increase in student declines, followed by dramatic increases in
student achievement - evidence that our students are not only able to meet higher demands, but excel when standards
are raised.
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National research is clear: more challenging, college and career-aligned high school classes lead to continued success:
• 68% of non-college students who took Algebra II or higher say they are prepared for the math they face at work.
• 84% of individuals with highly paid highly paid professional jobs took Algebra II or higher.

Currently, a student can meet the requirements for high school graduation and not meet the minimum colleqeadmlsslons
requirements for any state university.

When we raise the bar, more students work to meet the higher standards. Since
adding Algebra I and the more challenging 10th grade FCAT to graduation
requirements, more Florida students are graduating and receivin~ a diploma than
when algebra I was not required and the exit exam was just an s' grade level test.

21st Century Diploma Initiative
• Raising Math and Science Standards: The legislation raises the standard diploma requirements to new 21st

Century Diploma graduation requirements. Starting in two school years, freshmen in the class of 2014 will be
required to take Algebra I plus geometry for two out of their four math courses. Additionally, Biology I will be
required as one of their three courses in science. In four years, freshmen in the class of 2016 will be required to
take Algebra I,geometry, plus Algebra II as three of their four required math courses. For science, students will
be required to take Biology I plus chemistry as two of their three courses.

• Raising the Bar for Graduation: The bill requires students receive a grade-level score on the state assessment
to graduate. Right now, a student can graduate high school with a below grade-level score on the test.

• Enhancing Bright Futures: The bill aligns Bright Futures Scholarships with the 21st Century Diploma
requirements. To make the Bright Futures program a little brighter, the legislation ensures scholarship recipients
are prepared to succeed at Florida universities and colleges.

Your support of our legislative priorities will be reflected in the grade you earn on Florida's Education Report Card to be released
following the 2009 Legislative Session. Ifyou have any questions, please contact Adam Peshek, Policy Analyst, at (850) 298-
8571 or adam@afloridapromise.org. fl id .www.a on aprcrruse.orq

P.O. Box 10691 .Tallahassee, Florida 32302 . (850) 391-3070 . (786) 664-1794 fax



COMMITTEE MEETING REPORT
PreK-12 Appropriations Committee

3/24/2009 3:00:00PM

Location: 404 HOB

CS/HB 1293 : High School Graduation

o Favorable

Yea Nay No Vote Absentee Absentee
Yea Nay

Janet Adkins X

DWight Bullard X

Gwyndolen Clarke-Reed X

Kurt Kelly X

Martin Klar X

John Legg X

Kelll Stargel X

Michael.Weinstein X

Anltere Flores (Chair) X

Total Yeas: 5 Total Nays: 3

Appearances:

HB 1293
Gabe Sheheane, Gov't Affairs (Lobbyist) - Proponent

Florida Chamber of Commerce
136 South Bronough Street
Tallahassee FL 32301
Phone: (850) 521-1251

HB 1293-
Stacy Webb (Lobbyist) - Proponent

Associated Industries of Florida
120 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee FL 32301
Phone: (850) 224-7173

HB 1293
John Cerra (Lobbyist) - Proponent

Florida League of International Baccalaureate Schools
206 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee FL 32301

Committee meeting was reported out: Tuesday, March 24, 2009 5:30:14PM

Print Date: 3/24/2009 5:30 pm
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Diploma Requirements

Current Law 2010-2011 2012-2013
Standard Diploma Requirements Standard Diploma Requirements Standard Diploma Requirements

(2011 araduatlna class) (2014 zraduattez class) (2016 araduatinz class)
English 4 credits 4 credits 4 credits

Major concentration in composition, Same as current law Same as current law
reading for information, and literature.

Math 4 credits 4 credits 4 credits:
Algebra I or higher level math Algebra I and Geometry Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II

Science 3 credits 3 credits 3 credits
Two must have a laboratory component. At least one class in each: At least one class in each:

• Biology I • Biology I
• Physical Science • Chemistry
• Other high level science • Other high level science

At least two must have a lab component. At least two must have a lab component.

Social Studies 3 credits 3 credits 3 credits
• one credit American history Same as current law Same as current law
• one credit world history
• one-half credit in economics
• one-half credit in American

government
FinelPerforming 1 credit 1 credit 1 credit
Arts Performing arts, speech and debate, or Same as current law Same as current law

practical arts course
Physical Education 1 credit 1 credit 1 credit
with Health Integrated with health Same as current law Same as current law
Electives 8 credits 8 credits 8 credits

Total 24 credits 24 credits 24 credits
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Source: Florida Department ofEducation
https:!!appl.fldoe.org!FCATDemographics!Selections.aspx?level=State&subj=Math



COMMITTEE MEETING REPORT
PreK-12 Appropriations Committee

3/24/2009 3:00:00PM

Location: 404 HOB

CS/HB 1377 : Supplemental Educational Services

o Favorable

Yea Nay No Vote Absentee Absentee
Yea Nay

Janet Adkins X

Dwight Bullard X

Gwyndolen Clarke-Reed X

Kurt Kelly X

Martin Klar X

John Legg X

Kelll Stargel X

Michael Weinstein X

Anltere Flores (Chair) X

Total Yeas: 7 Total Nays: 0

Committee meeting was reported out: Tuesday, March 24, 2009 5:30:14PM

Print Date: 3/24/2009 5:30 pm
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COMMITTEE MEETING REPORT
PreK-12 Appropriations Committee

3/24/2009 3:00:00PM

Location: 404 HOB

Workshop

Budget Workshop

Appearances:

Dr. Robert Perinchief, Teacher (State Employee) - Information Only

Public School Funding
Marion Count Public Schools

PO Box 395

Silver Springs FL 34489

Committee meeting was reported out: Tuesday, March 24, 2009 5:30:14PM

Print Date: 3/24/2009 5:30 pm
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March 24~ 2008

A commentary give", to theK-I2 SubcQ1llmittee onAppropriations oftheFlorida
Legislature, by Dr. Robert Perint;hiet Music Specialist at Evergreen. Elementary Schoo'.
Ocala. Marion Courdy onthisdate:

1

Good afternoon. Thank you for permitting me to speak. 1am~. Robertrerinchief
kno,wn to 600 ofour studentsat Evergreen Elementary School.Marion Cqumy as~., '
DII'9~·,i',

. t '

The:eprrent na1ionaVworl~ financial crisis, as we~l know, has.created severe thrtat~ to
esta"1i.~ed instituti0?S w~ich we aU ~spect - non~ more so~education. Deep QUt$ tel
all tE.,¥.•ls ofst~ 1D out schools raise the prospqct ofIOng~ngscars ~.0 peopl..e..~.4
pro . s. I havewatched suchthreat, to art and~usic edu on positioasacrosS ~Y
mor than~ first asa public ~hool musi~ specialist, t as pro~sor ofmpsic
education, and now as a music specialist in MarionCounty schooldistrict. I am
convinced that when cuts are made in these areas, supposedly on a short-term basis, the
trail ofun-refilled positionshas been long-term. In the 1960's, California leaders
mandated ForeignLanguagelElementary SChools, or FLES - withoutlengthening the
schoolday. In 1978,also in California, Proposition 13 was passed- a new formulacap
on real estate taxes. That double whammyresultedin the loss ofthousands ofteaching
positionsin art and musiceducationthroughoutthat state. The impactlastedfor the next
twodecades. That is the issueI want to address. Ifit is in the cardsfor you to consider
short-term budget cuts affecting and including teachingpositions in art and music; please
realizethat you might be creating very long-term vacancies in those areas.

\
r

1don't teach tq FeAT. Teachers in ar1: and music,on't facet~t daunting responsibility.
~ritlF face'!s the ~ultf-year relatit)nship ,with hund~ of~ids who u,.all?, sPFn~
JUst ~n. yearWith the1r homeroom teafhers.. We t1acher$ in the arts bave fl unlqu~ 2PPOT
tunity to fosterthe growth, ofkids for ,p~ six~ oftheir .Ii~ - kind~garten wrqu,gh
fifthgrade. And our special areas reach kids in ways that math and sciencecannot- their
hearts and souls, if you will,

Late last schoolyear, asa second grade class filed into my teachingstation, one young
girl held back- incidentally, and only incidentally, of an ethnicity other than mine. She
stopped, tugged at my arm, lookedup at me. and asked, quietly, "Can I go homewith
youT' It was with some difficulty that I walkedto the front ofthe room, composed
myself, and began the lesson.

Someofus in the arts feel compelled to justifY our field ofexpertisethrough ways in
which art and music rd)mplement science. math. and more proft'!!mdlI. social studies. I
have made that argument. ButI havealso con.fi:onted a principa~ many, manyyears ago,
with th~ question, "But Marty, don't you want me to begassionateaboutmy discipline
on its own meri~ independent of itscorrelation withthese others? I submitthat both
af8\101ents have greatmerit.



p.2

In spiteofmy outward appearance, I was not present at Gettysburg, whenPresident
Lincoln gave hispowerful speech. But I was in WashingtOn, as part of a "minority"
among a quarter of a million of us, in that famous March on W~hington in 1963, I
shared Dr. Martin LutherKing's dream, backthen, and it echoes now. in the aftermath of
current events. I have myowndream. It is that that littlegirl, andothers, will stillbe
partof my lifewhenshe is i.n fifthgrade, perhaps beyond.

Theexperience inart classes canbe primarily an individual child's development, while
the classroom experience in music canbeprimarily a collective development. Please
consider, overthe months - perbaps years- ahead, thatyou as legislators in factwill
impact the lives ofour children.. Please consider the profound power of thearts -1 for
texture, form, shape, color, design, rhythm, melody, harmony. style, .- to enrich tile
future of thesechildren andtheirchildren, generations from now. .

1amthe eternal optimist. Butnot in 53years in teaching have I been so pessimistic
regarding thestatusof funding foreducation - and its fall-out - as I am, now. I~,..g
that if education in the arts realizes eviscerating cutsin teaching positions, teachir(g time.
andprograms, your children, yourgrandchildren, and yourgreat-grandchildren will be
cheated for decades to come. I do not liketo be proven wrong. I wit, gladlytakeall of
yourcpastising if! Amproven wrong. I hav~ neverso Wf1D.ted to be moven wron.Q.
Please take that as a dare. Thisis, in fact, on XQ.lJ! shouI4ers.' .

And lllay I request that my comments become
delib~ions onthis date.~ t you. <&Ober(

t,-;'


