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Steve Crisafulli 
Speaker 

The Florida House of Representatives 
Local Government Affairs Subcommittee 

Meeting Agenda 
Tuesday, October 6, 2015 
Webster Hall (212 Knott) 

3=30 p.m. - s:30 p.m. 

I. Call to Order 

II. Roll Call 

Ill. Pledge of Allegience 

IV. Welcome and Opening Remarks 

V. Consideration ofthe Following Proposed Committee Bill(s): 

PCB LGAS 16-01 - Special District Accountability 

VI. Presentation: 

Debbie Mayfield 
Chair 

Department of Economic Opportunity - Process for Declaring Districts Inactive 

VII. Adjournment 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES STAFF ANALYSIS 

BILL#: PCB LGAS 16-01 Special District Accountability 
SPONSOR{S): Local Government Affairs Subcommittee 
TIED BILLS: IDEN./SIM. BILLS: 

REFERENCE 

Orig. Comm.: Local Government Affairs 
Subcommittee 

ACTION 

SUMMARY ANALYSIS 

ANALYST STAFF DIRECTOR or 

BUDGET/POLICY CHIEF 

"Special Districts" are a type of limited local government created to perform specific services within a described 
geographic area. Sometimes called special taxing districts, most are created either by special act (independent 
special districts) or county or municipal ordinance (dependent special districts). The Special District 
Accountability Program in the Department of Economic Opportunity (DEO) is responsible for creating and 
maintaining a current list of all special districts in Florida, as provided in ch. 189, F.S., the Uniform Special 
District Accountability Act. 

When a special district fails to meet certain statutory responsibilities, no longer functions, or informs DEO it is 
no longer active, DEO is required to follow the statutory process before declaring the district inactive. This 
includes documenting one or more statutory criteria for inactive status, publishing notice in the area of the 
district of DEO's intent to declare the district inactive, and documenting the lack of any objection to declaring 
the district inactive. DEO is required to deliver written notice of the declaration of inactive status to specific 
authorities. If the district was created by special act, notice is delivered to the Speaker of the House, the 
President of the Senate, and the standing committees in each chamber responsible for special district 
oversight. If the district was created by local ordinance, notice is delivered to the governing body of the county 
or municipality that created the district. A special district declared inactive may not collect taxes, assessments, 
or fees while the declaration is in effect. 

A special district declared inactive still exists until its legal authority is repealed by the creating entity. Currently, 
this means DEO continues to list active and inactive districts on the official list. 

PCB LGAS 16-01 amends ch. 189, F.S., by excluding districts declared inactive from the official list of special 
districts. The PCB requires DEO to remove all districts declared inactive from the official list and place them on 
a separate listing exclusively for inactive districts. A district would be removed from the inactive list only if DEO 
declared it to have resumed active status, the district is merged with another entity of local government, or the 
district is dissolved. 

The PCB also makes conforming technical changes to related statutes. Section 189.071(2), F.S., is amended 
to clarify its provisions on merger or dissolution of dependent districts created and operating under special law 
apply to active districts. Sections 189.071 (3) and 189.072(3), F.S., each authorizing dissolution by special act if 
a district meets any of the statutory criteria for being declared inactive, are amended to remove the same 
redundant alternative phrase "or that has already been declared inactive." 

The PCB has a potential impact on DEO expenditures by requiring the creation and maintenance of a separate 
list for inactive districts. However, with the present flexibility in formatting and features already programmed 
into the Special District Accountability Program website, any additional expenses are likely minimal. 

The PCB provides an effective date of July 1, 2016. 

This document does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill sponsor or House of Representatives. 
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FULL ANALYSIS 

I. SUBSTANTIVE ANALYSIS 

A. EFFECT OF PROPOSED CHANGES: 

Present Situation 

A "special district" is a unit of local government created for a particular purpose, with jurisdiction to 
operate within a limited geographic boundary. Special districts are created by general law, 1 special act, 2 

local ordinance,3 or by rule of the Governor and Cabinet.4 A special district has only those powers 
expressly provided by, or reasonably implied from, the authority provided in the district's charter. 
Special districts provide specific municipal services in addition to, or in place of, those provided by a 
municipality or county.5 A special district may be "dependent"6 or "independent."7 

The Special District Accountability Program within the Department of Economic Opportunity (DEO) is 
responsible for maintaining and electronically publishing the official list of all special districts in Florida.8 

The official list currently reports all active special districts as well as those declared inactive by DEO. 

Whether dependent or independent, when a special district no longer fully functions or fails to meet its 
statutory responsibilities, DEO is required to declare that district inactive by following a specified 
process.9 DEO must first document the factual basis for declaring the district inactive. 

A special district may be declared inactive if it meets one of six specific factors: 

• The registered agent of the district, the chair of the district governing body, or the governing body of 
the appropriate local general-purpose government: 
~ Provides DEO with written notice that the district has taken no action for 2 or more years. 10 

~ Provides DEO with written notice that the district has not had any members on its governing 
body or insufficient numbers to constitute a quorum for 2 or more years. 11 

~ Fails to respond to an inquiry from DEO within 21 days. 12 

1 Section I89.031(3), F.S. 
2 Id. 
3 Section 189.02(1), F.S. 
4 Section I90.005(1), F.S. See, generally, s. I89.0I2(6), F.S. 
5 2015-2016 Local Gov't Formation Manual, p. 67, at 
http:/ /myfloridahouse.gov /Sections/Committees/committeesdetail.aspx?Committeeld=2836 (accessed 9/28/20 I5). 
6 Section I89.0I2(2), F.S. A special district where the membership of the governing body is identical to the governing body of a single 
county or municipality, all members of the governing body are appointed by the governing body of a single county or municipality, 
members of the district's governing body are removable at will by the governing body of a single county or municipality, or the 
district's budget is subject to the approval of governing body of a single county or municipality. 
7 Section I89.0I2(3), F.S. A special district that is not a dependent district. 
8 Sections I89.06I(l), I89.064(2), F.S. DEO maintains the current official list at 
https:/ /dca.deo.myflorida.com/fhcd/sdip/OfficialListdeo/ (accessed 9/28/2015 ). 
9 Section I89.062(1 ), F.S. Prior to 2014, the former statute required DEO to document the existence of one of five criteria listed in 
paragraph (I )(a), publication and service under paragraph (I )(b) of a notice of intent to declare the district inactive, and the lack of any 
administrative appeal of the declaration within 21 days of that publication. Section I89.4044, F.S. (2013). In 2014, as ch. I89, F.S., 
was extensively revised and restructured, the word "or" was added at the end of s. 189.062(1 )(a)6, F.S., apparently allowing DEO 
either to document one of the six criteria or publish notice of intent to declare inactive and find no appeal is filed. Chapter 2014-22, s. 
24, Laws ofFlorida. During the 20I5 regular legislative session, the Florida Senate passed CS/SB 1388, its version of a bill resolving 
technical issues stemming from the 20I4 revisions, which would have amended s. 189.062(l)(a)6., F.S., by removing the word "or." 
CS/SB 1388 (20 15), s. II, at line 414 (bill did not pass the Legislature). DEO still uses the 3-step process as described in the 2013 
statute. 
10 Section 189.062(l)(a)l., F.S. 
11 Section 189.062(l)(a)2., F.S. 
12 Section 189.062(l)(a)3., F.S. 
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• Following statutory procedure, 13 DEO determines the district failed to file specified reports, 14 

including required financial reports. 15 

• For more than 1 year, no registered office or agent for the district was on file with DE0.16 

• The governing body of the district unanimously adopts a resolution declaring the district inactive 
and provides documentation of the resolution to DE0. 17 

Once DEO determines which criterion applies to the district, notice of the proposed declaration of 
inactive status is published by DEO, the local general-purpose government for the area where the 
district is located, or the district itself.18 The notice must state that any objections to declaring the district 
inactive must be filed with DEO pursuant to chapter 120, F.S.,19 within 21 days after the publication 
date.20 If no objection is filed within the 21 day period, DEO declares the district inactive.21 

After declaring certain special districts as being inactive, DEO must send written notice of the 
declaration to the authorities which created the district. If the district was created by special act, DEO 
sends written notice to the Speaker of the House, the President of the Senate, and the standing 
committees in each chamber responsible for special district oversight.22 

The property and assets of a special district declared inactive by DEO are first used to pay any debts of 
the district. Any remaining property or assets then escheat to the county or municipality in which the 
district was located. If the district's assets are insufficient to pay its outstanding debts, the local general
purpose government in which the district was located may assess and levy within the territory of the 
inactive district such taxes as necessary to pay the remaining debt.23 

A district declared inactive may not collect taxes, fees, or assessments.24 This prohibition continues 
until the declaration of invalidity is withdrawn or revoked by DE025 or invalidated in an administrative 
proceeding26 or civil action27 timely brought by the governing body of the special district.28 Failure of the 
special district to challenge (or prevail against) the declaration of inactive status enables DEO to 
enforce the statute through a petition for enforcement in circuit court. 29 

Declaring a special district to be inactive does not dissolve the district or otherwise cease its legal 
existence. Subsequent action is required to repeal the legal authority creating the district, whether by 
the Legislature30 or the entity that created the district.31 

13 Section 189.067, F.S. 
14 Section 189.066, F.S. 
15 Section 189.062(l)(a)4., F.S. See, ss. 189.016(9), 218.32, 218.39, F.S. 
16 Section 189.062(l)(a)5., F.S. 
17 Section 189.062(l)(a)6., F.S. 
18 Publication must be in a newspaper of general circulation in the county or municipality where the district is located and a copy sent 
by certified mail to the district's registered agent or chair of the district's governing body, if any. 
19 The Florida Administrative Procedure Act. 
20 Section 189.062(10(b), F.S. The published notice also must include the name of the district, the law under which it was organized 
and operating, and a description of the district's territory. 
21 Section 189.062(l)(c), F.S. 
22 Section 189.062(3), F.S. The statute provides that the declaration of inactive status is sufficient notice under art. III, s. 10 of the 
Florida Constitution to authorize the repeal of special laws creating or amending the charter of the inactive district. This statute stands 
in lieu of the normal requirement for publication of notice of intent to file a local bill at least 30 days before introducing the bill in the 
Legislature, under s. 11.02, F.S. 
23 Section 189.062(2), F.S. 
24 Section 189.062(5), F.S. 
25 Section 189.062(5)(a), F.S. 
26 Section 189.062(5)(b)l., F.S. Administrative proceedings are conducted pursuant to s. 120.569, F.S. 
27 Section 189.062(5)(b)2., F.S. The action for declaratory and injunctive relief is brought under ch. 86, F.S. 
28 The special district must initiate the legal challenge within 30 days after the date the written notice of the department's declaration 
of inactive status is provided to the special district. Section 189.062(5)(b), F.S. 
29 Section 189.062(5)(c), F.S. The enforcement action is brought in the circuit court in and for Leon County. 
30 Sections 189.071(3), 189.072(3), F.S. 
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Effect of the Proposed Changes 

The bill modifies the reporting duties of DEO in two ways. First, the bill excludes all districts declared 
inactive from the official list of special districts. Second, the bill requires DEO to create a separate list of 
all special districts declared inactive under s. 189.062, F.S. Districts are to remain on the inactive list 
until restored to active status, merged with another entity, 32 or dissolved.33 

The bill also removes redundant language referring to whether a special district meets one of the 
criteria to be declared inactive or in fact has been declared inactive by DEO. 

B. SECTION DIRECTORY: 

Section 1: 

Section 2: 

Section 3: 

Section 4: 

Section 5: 

Creates s. 189.061 (7), F.S., requiring all districts declared inactive under s. 189.062, 
F.S., be excluded from the official list of special districts. 

Creates s. 189.062(6), F.S., requiring DEO immediately remove districts declared 
inactive from the official list of special districts and to create a separate list of all districts 
declared inactive. 

Makes clarifying changes to s. 189.071, F.S., that certain merger or dissolution actions 
pertain to an active special district and removing redundant language. 

Makes clarifying change to s. 189.072(3), F.S., by removing redundant language. 

Provides the effective date of the bill is July 1, 2016. 

II. FISCAL ANALYSIS & ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT 

A. FISCAL IMPACT ON STATE GOVERNMENT: 

1. Revenues: 

None 

2. Expenditures: 

None (see Fiscal Comments below) 

B. FISCAL IMPACT ON LOCAL GOVERNMENTS: 

1. Revenues: 

None 

2. Expenditures: 

None 

C. DIRECT ECONOMIC IMPACT ON PRIVATE SECTOR: 

None 

31 Section 189.062(4), F.S. Unless otherwise provided by law or ordinance, dissolution of a special district transfers title to all district 
property to the local general-purpose government, which also must assume all debts of the dissolved district. Section 189 .076(2), F.S. 
32 Sections 189.071, 189.074, F.S. 
33 Sections 189.071, 189.072, F.S. The official declaration of inactive status does not repeal the legal authority creating the district or 
otherwise dissolve the special district. 
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D. FISCAL COMMENTS: 

DEO may have an increase in operating expenses to create and maintain a separate list of special 
districts declared inactive, however that increase appears to be inconsequential due to the present 
structure of reporting options for the official list currently used on the DEO website. 

Ill. COMMENTS 

A. CONSTITUTIONAL ISSUES: 

1. Applicability of Municipality/County Mandates Provision: 

The bill does not appear to implicate the provisions of article VII, s. 18, Florida Constitution. 

2. Other: 

None 

B. RULE-MAKING AUTHORITY: 

The bill neither authorizes nor requires implementation through administrative rulemaking. 

C. DRAFTING ISSUES OR OTHER COMMENTS: 

IV. AMENDMENTS/ COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE CHANGES 
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12 

PCB LGAS 16-01 ORIGINAL 

A bill to be entitled 

An act relating to special district accountability; 

amending s. 189.061, F.S.; requiring the Department of 

Economic Opportunity to exclude inactive special 

districts from the official list of special districts; 

amending s. 189.062, F.S.; requiring the department to 

remove special districts declared inactive from the 

official list of special districts; amending s. 

189.071, F.S.; making conforming changes; amending s. 

189.072, F.S.; making conforming changes; providing an 

effective date. 

13 Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 

14 

15 Section 1. Subsection (7) is added to section 189.061, 

16 Florida Statutes, to read: 

17 189.061 Official list of special districts.-

2016 

18 (7) The official list shall exclude all districts declared 

19 inactive as provided ins. 189.062. 

20 Section 2. Subsection (6) is added to section 189.062, 

21 Florida Statutes, to read: 

22 189.062 Special procedures for inactive districts.-

23 (6) (a) The department immediately shall remove each special 

24 district declared inactive as provided in this section from the 

25 official list of special districts maintained as provided in s. 

26 189.064. 
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27 (b) The department shall create a separate list of all 

28 special districts declared inactive as provided in this section 

29 and shall maintain each such district on this inactive list 

30 until the district is declared by the department as resuming 

31 active status, the district is merged as provided in ss. 189.071 

32 or 189.074, or the district is dissolved as provided in ss. 

33 189.071 or 189.072. 

34 Section 3. Subsections (2) and (3) of section 189.071, 

35 Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 

36 189.071 Merger or dissolution of a dependent special 

37 district.-

38 (2) The merger or dissolution of an active dependent 

39 special district created and operating pursuant to a special act 

40 may be effectuated only by further act of the Legislature unless 

41 otherwise provided by general law. 

42 (3) A dependent special district that meets any criteria 

43 for being declared inactive, or that has already been declared 

44 inactive, pursuant to s. 189.062 may be dissolved or merged by 

45 special act without a referendum. 

46 Section 4. Subsection (3) of section 189.072, Florida 

47 Statutes, is amended to read: 

48 189.072 Dissolution of an independent special district.-

49 (3) INACTIVE INDEPENDENT SPECIAL DISTRICTS.-An independent 

50 special district that meets any criteria for being declared 

51 inactive, or that has already been declared inactive, pursuant 

52 to s. 189.062 may be dissolved by special act without a 

Page 2 of 3 
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PCB LGAS 16-01 ORIGINAL 

53 referendum. If an inactive independent special district was 

54 created by a county or municipality through a referendum, the 

55 county or municipality that created the district may dissolve 

2016 

56 the district after publishing notice as described ins. 189.062. 

57 Section 5. This act shall take effect July 1, 2016. 
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FLORIDA 
DEPARTMENT of 
ECONOMIC 
OPPORTUNITY 

Inactive Special Districts 
- Local Government Affairs Subcommittee -

October 6, 2015 

Jack Gaskins Jr. 
Special District Accountability Program 
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Introduction to Inactive Special Districts 

• Chapter 189, Florida Statutes (Uniform Special District 
Accountability Act), charges the Department of Economic 
Opportunity's Special District Accountability Program 
with various special district related responsibilities. 

• One such responsibility is to declare special districts 
inactive. The need to declare a special district inactive 
occurs about one to three times per year. 

• Once declared inactive, the entity that created the 
special district must dissolve it. It is not necessary to 
declare a special district inactive before dissolving it. 

DEi' FLORIDA DEPARTMENT<fECONOMIC OPPOR11JNITY 
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Introduction to Inactive Special Districts 

• Generally, a special district's registered agent initiates the 
process to declare a special district inactive because: 

- Inactive special districts are not required to comply with 
annual reporting requirements; 

- The special district has served its purpose and is no longer 
needed; 

- The process to declare a special district inactive may be 
: faster and easier than going through the dissolution 
l process. 
1 

l • The declaration of inactive status neither terminates the 
1 
1 special district's legal authority nor dissolves it 

l 
l 
l 
l 
,j 
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Inactive Criteria 
• A special district must be declared inactive when it meets at 

least one of the following criteria: 

• The special district's registered agent or chair, or the county or 
municipality in which the special district has territory: 

Notifies the department in writing that the special district has 
taken no action for two or more years; or, 

Notifies the department in writing that the special district has 
not had a governing body or a sufficient number of governing 
body members to constitute a quorum for two or more years; 
or, 

Fails to respond to an inquiry by the department within 21 days; 
or, 

DE" FLORIDA DEPARTMENTo/ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY 
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Inactive Criteria 

• Inactive Criteria Continued: 

- The department determines through a technical assistance 
process that the special district has failed to file required 
reports; or; 

- The special district has not had a registered office and 
agent on file with the department for one or more years; 
or, 

- The special district's governing body unanimously adopts a 
resolution declaring the special district inactive. 

DEi' FLORIDA DEPARTMENT</ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY 

__ ,,.__ ~~---·-~~...,.._..._.,._....., - _""' __ _,......, __ ... , __ .-~..,~-~,---------· ... ,-----~'.>->-~~-o>i"'M~-~: 



1 

l 
.j 

Notice Requirements 

• After the department documents that one of the criteria has 
been met, the department, special district, or city I county 
publishes a "Notice of Proposed Declaration of Inactive 
Statusn in a newspaper where the special district is located 
that includes the following information: 

- Name of the special district; 

- Law(s) under which it was organized and operating; 

- General description of the special district's territory; and, 

- A statement that any objections must be filed pursuant to 
chapter 120 within 21 days after the publication date. 

l I DEi' FLORIDA DEPARTMENT~ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY 
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l 

Notice Requirements 

• The department mails a copy of that notice to the registered 
agent or chair of the special district's governing body, if any, 
by certified mail. 

• If no administrative appeals are filed within twenty-one days 
from the publication date, the department changes the 
special district's official status from "active" to inactive". 

- Inactive special districts may not collect taxes, fees, or 
assessments unless the declaration is withdrawn or revoked by 
the department or invalidated in proceedings. 

1 - Inactive special districts are not required to comply with state 
l reporting requirements. 
I 

l l DEi' FLORIDA DEPARTMENTofECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY 
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Dissolution of Inactive Special Districts 

• If the special district was created by special act of the 
Legislature, the department sends a NNotice of Declaration of 
Inactive Status" referencing each known special act relating to 
the special district to: 

- The Speaker of the House of Representatives 

- The President of the Senate 

- The standing committees of the Senate and the House of 
Representatives charged with special district oversight: 

• Senate Committee on Community Affairs 

• House Local and Federal Affairs Committee 

• House Local Government Affairs Subcommittee 

DEi' FLORIDA DEPARTMENT of ECONOMIC OPPORTUNilY 
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Dissolution of Inactive Special Districts 

• If the special district was created by a county or municipality, 
the department sends a notice of declaration of inactive 
status to the chair of the county or municipality. 

• The entity that created a special district declared inactive 
must dissolve the special district by repealing its enabling laws 
or by other appropriate means. 

- The property or assets of the special district are subject to legal 
process for payment of any debts of the special district. 

- The remainder of its property or assets escheats to the county 
or municipality in which the special district is located. 

DEi' FLORIDA DEPARTMENT</ ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY 
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Inactive Special Districts 

• The department's Official List of Special Districts 
(www.FioridaJobs.org/Officiallist) provides the ability to find 
information about Florida's special districts, including: 

- The total number of special districts: 1,656 

- The total number of inactive special districts: 10 

- Specific information about those inactive special districts ... 
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Inactive Special Districts 

Bay County Bridge Authority Bay March 10, 2004 Chapter 84-391, laws of Florida 

Columbia County law Library Columbia January 6, 2015 Chapter 61-2045, laws of Florida 

Eagle Bay Sub-Drainage District Okeechobee June 11, 2000 
Chapter 12010, laws of Florida; 

Circuit Court Decree 

Gilchrist County Development Authority Gilchrist July 1, 2011 Chapter 59-1308, laws of Florida 

Highlands Road and Bridge District Pasco June 18, 2010 
County Resolution I Voter 

Petition 

Hillcrest Preserve Community Development 
Pasco June 10, 2011 County Ordinance 07-27 

District 

North Sumter County Hospital District Sumter February 12, 2008 
Chapter 2004-451, laws of 

Florida 

Northwest Florida Community Hospital 
Washington February 13, 2012 Chapter 88-532, laws of Florida 

District 

Sunny Isles Reclamation and Water Control Miami-Dade 
December 3, 2010 

Circuit Court Decree of the 11th 
Board and Broward Judicial Circuit 66C-7402 

Valley Oaks Community Development District Pasco December 8, 2014 County Ordinance 07-01 
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Resolving Complaints About 
Special Districts 

• Although DEO does not have authority to investigate 
complaints, give legal opinions or advice to private individuals, 
or direct special districts to take any particular actions 
regarding the citizens they serve, DEO does offer suggestions 
to help citizens resolve complaints. 

• Some suggestions are identical to how a citizen may resolve a 
complaint with a city or county. 

DEi' FLORIDA DEPARTMENT</ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY 



Resolving Complaints About 
Special Districts 

• Depending on the circumstances, citizens often have success 
by taking one or more of the following actions: 

- Discussing the issue with an administrator of the special district 

Bringing the issue to the attention of the governing body during a 
public meeting 

- Filing a compliant with the local state attorney's office (e.g., 
Government-in-the-Sunshine violations, special district exceeding 
its authority, not complying with laws, etc.) 

- Filing a sworn compliant with the Commission on Ethics (e.g., 
ethics violations) 

- Voting for new governing body members I running for office next 
election cycle (e.g., disagreement with policy decisions) 

DEi' FLORIDA DEPARTMENTo'ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY 
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Resolving Complaints About 
Special Districts 

• Contacting the appropriate state representative to: 

• Suggest ways to improve the laws governing special districts 

• Request clarification to a special district's special act 

• Request a state financial audit of the special district through the 
Joint Legislative Auditing Committee 

• Request general oversight review process 

• Contacting the appropriate county or municipality regarding a 
dependent special district 

• Contacting the appropriate oversight entity to request an 
oversight review of the special district (s. 189.068, F.S.) 

• Contacting a private attorney for advice 

DEi' FLORIDA DEPARTMENTo/ECONOMIC OPPORllJNITY 



Additional Information 
About Special Districts 

• Special District Accountability Program: 

- www.FioridaJobs.org/SpeciaiDistricts 

• Official List of Special Districts: 

- www. FloridaJobs.org/Officia I List 

• Florida Special District Handbook: 

- www.FioridaJobs.org/SpeciaiDistrictHandbook 

• Resolving Problems with Special Districts: 

- www.FioridaJobs.org/ResolvingProblemsWithSpeciaiDistricts 

Jack Gaskins Jr. I Jack.Gaskins@DEO.MyFiorida.com I 850-717-8430 

DEi' FLORIDA DEPARTMENTo/ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY 
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Inactive Special Districts 10/1/2015 

Date DEO Notice 
Entity that may 

Legal Authority Delegation District Name County Type Enabling Law Dissolve Result 
of Inactive Status 

District 
(Fla. Statutes) Meeting 

Bay County Bridge 
Bay Dependent Ch. 84-391, LOF 3/12/2004 Legislature 

189.062(3), 
Authority 189.071(1), (3) 
Columbia County Law 

Columbia Independent Ch. 61-2045, LOF 2/16/2015 Legislature 
189.062, 

9/23/2015 
Supported 

Library 189.072(2) Filing 

Eagle Bay Sub-
Ch. 12010, LOF; 

189.062, 
Drainage District 

Okeechobee Independent prior Circuit Ct. 12/5/2000 Legislature 
189.072(3) 

10/16/2015 
Decree 

Gilchrist Co. Devel. 
Gilchrist Dependent Ch. 59-1308, LOF 7/8/2011 Legislature 

189.062, 
9/22/2015 

Supported 
Authority 189.071(1), (3) Filing 

Highlands Road and 
County 

2/15/2008 (notice Legislature I 189.062, Supported 
Pasco Independent Resolution/ Voter 9/29/2015 

Bridge District 
Petition 

to local gov't) County 189.072(3) Filing 

Hillcrest Preserve 6/9/2010 (notice to 
189.0761' 

Pasco Independent County Ord. 07-27 County 190.002(3), 9/29/2015 N/A 
CDD* local gov't) 

190.046(2), (8) 

County Ord. 4/24/2013 (notice 
189.0761' 

Repealed 
Moultrie Creek CDD* St. Johns Independent County 190.002(3), N/A 

2006-60 to local gov't) 
190.046(2), (8) 

3/5/2015 

North Sumter Co. 
Sumter Independent 

Ch. 2004-451, 
2/29/2008 Legislature 

189.062(2), 
12/10/2015 

Hosp. Dist. LOF 189.072(3) 
NW Florida Comm. 

Washington Dependent Ch. 88-532, LOF 2/22/2012 Legislature 
189.062(3), 

11/12/2015 
Hosr.>_. Dist. 189.071(1), (3) 

Sunny Isles 
11th Circ. Ct. 

10/26/2010 (notice 
Miami-Dade Independent Decree, Docket County** N/A N/A 

Reclamation & WCB 
No. 66C-7402 

to local gov't) 

12/8/2014 (notice 
189.0761' 

Valley Oaks CDD* Pasco Independent County Ord. 07-01 County 190.002(3), 9/29/2015 N/A 
to local gov't) 

190.046(8) 
-- ----

*Under general law, these CDDs may only be repealed & dissolved by county action. If a CDD becomes inactive per s. 189.062, F.S., the creating entity 
must "take appropriate action." Per H.R. 5.5(a), if the county may repeal the ordinance without referendum, the House will not consider a local bill to 
dissolve the district. 

**A district located only in Miami-Dade County cannot be dissolved by local bill. 





FLORIDA H 0 U S E 0 F REPRESENTATIVES 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

BILL ORIGINAL 

A bill to be entitled 

An act relating to Columbia County; repealing Chapter 

61-2045, Laws of Florida; dissolving the Columbia 

County Law Library, an independent 

providing for disposition of 

liabilities of the dissolved di an 

effective date. 

9 Be It Enacted by the Legis 

10 

Section 1. Chapte 

repealed. 

St Florida, is hereby 

YEAR 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

Section 2. The 
/~';:~:<~~~:~~.:?;~·-'; 

special district;'uls 

Library, an independent 

Section 3': All pi County Law .. " 
1ndepe;J;to~rJ. 

,,,,./ ; { 
of the effective 

date to the Board of County 

18 Comm 

19 iab1 '~ties owed by the Columbia County Law 

20 

21 

22 

23 

Library, 

date of this 

Commissioners o 

Section 5. 

Draft Columbia Co Law Lib bill wtrmk.docx 

special district, as of the effective 

assumed by the Board of County 

County, Florida. 

shall take effect upon becoming law. 
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SUBSTITUTE NOTICE OF PUBLICATION 

Re: (Name of Special District) 

The Special District Accountability Program in the Department of Economic Opportunity has 

declared the (Name of District) in _______ County to be inactive. By notice dated __ 

______ ,the Department informed the President of the Florida Senate and the Speaker of 

the Florida House of Representatives ofthe inactive status ofthe district. Under s. 189.062(3), 

F.S., the declaration of inactive status from DEO is sufficient notice under s. 10, art. III of the 

State Constitution to authorize the Legislature to repeal any special laws so reported. 





The Florida House of Representatives 
Local & Federal Affairs Committee 

Steve Crisafulli 
Speaker 

August24,2015 

Rep. Jay Trumbull 
455 Harrison Ave., Ste. A 
Panama City, FL 32401 

Local Government Affairs Subcommittee 

Re: Bay County Bridge Authority 

Dear Representative Trumbull: 

Debbie Mayfield 
Subcommittee Chair 

One of my goals for the Local Government Affairs Subcommittee is to reduce the number of unnecessary 
special taxing districts in Florida. This includes encouraging the dissolution of those special districts that 
have fulfilled their purpose and are no longer active. 

The Special District Accountability Program in the Department of Economic Opportunity has declared the 
Bay County Bridge Authority in Bay County to be inactive. The Subcommittee staff reviewed the 
information from DEO and suggested the district be dissolved through a local bill repealing the legal 
authorization for the district. To this end staff has drafted the enclosed proposed repealer bill for 
consideration by the local delegation. 

Please advise if the local authorities have any concerns about dissolving the district at this time, including 
whether there are outstanding liabilities or assets for which disposition must be made. If there are no such 
concerns, please submit the enclosed draft for consideration at the delegation meeting. Also enclosed is 
a draft local bill certification form and draft economic impact statement which should be completed and 
submitted as with other local bills. You may want to consult with the appropriate person with the county 
for completion of the EIS. 

Under s. 189.062(3), F.S., the declaration of inactive status from DEO is sufficient notice under s. 10, art. 
Ill of the State Constitution to authorize the Legislature to repeal any special laws so reported. Because 
this general law satisfies the publication requirement of the State Constitution, no further publication is 
necessary. Enclosed is a proposed Substitute Notice which would replace the Affidavit of Publication to 
accompany the bill when filed. 

Thank you for considering this proposed bill. If you have any questions concerning this proposal please 
do not hesitate to contact either myself or Eric Miller, Policy Chief for the Subcommittee. His number is 
(850) 717-5681. 

ebbie Mayfield, Chair 
local Government Affairs Subcommittee 

Enc. 

317 House Office Building, 402 South Monroe Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1300 
(850)717-4861 



STATE OF FLORIDA 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS 
"Dedicated to making Florida a better place to call home" 

JEB BUSH 
Governor 

The Honorable James E. • Jim" King, Jr. 
President, The Senate of Florida 
Room 409, The Capitol 
402 South Monroe Street 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1300 

The Honorable Johnnie B. Byrd, Jr. 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
Room 420, The Capitol 
402 South Monroe Street 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1300 

March 12, 2004 

Re: Inactive Status of the Bay County Bridge Authority 

Dear President King and Speaker Byrd: 

HEIDI HUGHES 
Interim Secretary 

When a special district becomes inactive within the meaning of Section 189.4044 Florida 
Statutes, the Department of Community Affairs must file a Declaration of Inactive Status Report 
(enclosed) with the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the HoUse of Representatives. Pursuant 
to Section 189.4044(3)-(4), Florida Statutes, this is sufficient notice as required by Section 10, Article Ill of 
the State Constftution to authorize the Legislature to repeal any special laws so reported. The above 
referenced special district has become inactive. Therefore, I dutifully request that the Legislature dissolve 

thi• 'P!'Cial d\sU~t-by 'epeallng "' enabling """- Thank you for you' time 4~. 

HH/jg 

Enc. Declaration of Inactive Status Report for 
the Bay County Bridge Authority 

Heidi Hughes 
Interim Secretary 

cc; Ms. Joy Bates, Registered Agent and Bay. County Deputy County Manager 
Mr. Jack Gaskins Jr., Special District Information Program 

2555 SHUMARD OAK BOULEVARD • TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32399-2100 
Phone: 850.488.8466/Suncom 278.8466 FAX: 8 50.921 .0781/Suncom 291 .0781 

CRITICAL STATE CONaRN fiEill OFFICC 
llllb O.esseos Higt,way, SuHe 212 
Mori>lhon. fL 33050-22~7 
()051 289-2402 

Internet address: http://www.dc,a.state.fl.us 

COMMUNITY PlANNING 
2555 Shumard Oak Boulevatd 
Tallah.101C!C!, FL32399-2tOO 
lli.ICI\\ "IIIII!. ""C&. 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMeNT 
2555 Shumard Oa~ Boulevard 
TallahaS!ee. Fl. 32l99·2100 

HOUSING & COMMUNITY O£VEI.OPMfNT 
2555 Shumard Oak Boulevard 
TallAhassee. FL 32399-2100 
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DECLARATION OF INACTIVE STATUS REPORT 
BAY COUNTY BRIDGE AUTHORITY 

Name of Inactive Special District: 

Inactive Status Based Upon: 

Action Taken by the Department 
of Community Affairs: 

Result: 

Action Requested of the 
Florida Legislature: 

Bay County Bridge Authority (the "Authority"), a dependent 
special district located In Bay County in the State of Florida . 

Certification from the Authority's Registered Agent that the 
Authority has become inactive within the meaning of Section 
189,4044(1)(a)1., Florida statutes. 

The Bay County Board of County Commissioners published a 
Notice of Declaration of Inactive status of the Bay County Bridge 
Authority in The News Herald, a newspaper of general circulation 
in Bay County, on December 31, 2003 and January 7, 2004. 
This notice required any party objecting to the dissolution of the 
Authority to file an objection within 60 days after the date of the 
last publication of the notice with the Department of Community 
Affairs (the "Department"). In addition, the Notice required any 
creditors asserting claims against the Authority to file such 
claims with the Department during that time (Section 
189.4044(1 ){b }, Florida statutes). 

Sixty days elapsed from the last publication date of the notice of 
proposed declaration of Inactive status and no sustained 
objections or claims were filed. The Department's Special 
District lnfonnation Program declared the Authority to be inactive 
on March 10,2004 (Section 189.4044(1)(c), Florida Statutes). 

Dissolve the Bay County Bridge Authority by repealing Chapter 
84-391, Laws of Florida, which became law on June 14, 1984 
(Section 18 .4044(4), Florida statutes). 

H {;f:he•, lnffirim Sec~ -
ate / 





The Florida House of Representatives 
Local & Federal Affairs Committee 

Steve Crisafulli 
Speaker 

August 25, 2015 

Rep. Elizabeth W. Porter 
678 Southeast Baya Drive 
Lake City, FL 32025-6038 

Local Government Affairs Subcommittee 

Re: Columbia County Law Library 

Dear Representative Porter: 

Debbie Mayfield 
Subcommittee Chair 

One of my goals for the local Government Affairs Subcommittee is to reduce the number of unnecessary 
special taxing districts in Florida. This includes encouraging the dissolution of those special districts that 
have fulfilled their purpose and are no longer active. 

The Special District Accountability Program in the Department of Economic Opportunity has declared the 
Columbia County Law Library in Columbia County to be inactive. The Subcommittee staff reviewed the 
information from DEO and suggested the district be dissolved through a local bill repealing the legal 
authorization for the district. To this end staff has drafted the enclosed proposed repealer bill for 
consideration by the local delegation. 

Please advise if the local authorities have any concerns about dissolving the district at this time, including 
whether there are outstanding liabilities or assets for which disposition must be made. If there are no such 
concerns, please submit the enclosed draft for consideration at the delegation meeting. Also enclosed is 
a draft local bill certification form and draft economic impact statement which should be completed and 
submitted as with other local bills. You may want to consult with the appropriate person with the county 
for completion of the EIS. 

Under s. 189.062(3}, F.S., the declaration of inactive status from DEO is sufficient notice under s. 10, art. 
Ill of the State Constitution to authorize the Legislature to repeal any special laws so reported. Because 
this general law satisfies the publication requirement of the State Constitution, no further publication is 
necessary. Enclosed is a proposed Substitute Notice which would replace the Affidavit of Publication to 
accompany the bill when filed. 

Thank you for considering this proposed bill. If you have any questions concerning this proposal please 
do not hesitate to contact either myself or Eric Miller, Policy Chief for the Subcommittee. His number is 
(850) 717-5681. 

Sincerely, 

~Chair 
Local Government Affairs Subcommittee 

En c. 

317 House Office Building, 402 South Monroe Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1300 
(8~0) 717-4861 



Rick Scott 
GOVERNOR 

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT.{ 
ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY 

February 16, 2015 

The Honorable Steve Crisafulli, Speaker 
Florida House of Representatives 
420 The Capitol 
402 South Monroe Street 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1300 

Re: Declaration of Inactive Status ofthe Columbia County law library 

Dear Speaker Crisafulli: 

Jesse Panuccio 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

The Department of Economic Opportunity (the "Department") administers Chapter 189, Florida Statutes 
(the Uniform Special District Accountability Act). This Act charges the Department with a number of 
responsibilities as they relate to special districts. Among these responsibilities is the requirement to 
declare special districts inactive for dissolution under certain circumstances. When special districts 
created by special act of the legislature become inactive, the Department must notify the President of 
the Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and the standing committees of the Senate and 
the House of Representatives charged with special district oversight as determined by the presiding 
officers of each respective chamber and the legislative Auditing Committee. 

Section 189.062, Florida Statutes, describes six conditions requiring the Department to declare special 
districts inactive. One of these conditions is met when the Department is notified in writing by a special 
district's registered agent that the special district has taken no action tor two or more years. 

On November 20, 2014, Mr. P. DeWitt Cason, the registered agent of the Columbia County law library 
(the "District"), an independent special district located in Columbia County, notified the Department in 
writing that the District has not taken any action for two or more years. Mr. DeWitt requested that the 
Department declare the District inactive. 

On December 11, 2014, the Department published the enclosed "Notice of Proposed Declaration of 
Inactive Status of the Columbia County Law Library Independent Special District" in the Lake City Reporter. 
This notice required any party objecting to the inactive status to file an objection with the Department 
pursuant to Chapter 120, Florida Statutes, within twenty-one days after the date of publication of the 
notice. The Department did not receive any objections. Therefore, on January 6, 2015, the Department 
declared the District inactive by changing its status on the "Official List of Special Districts" from "active" 
to "inactive." 

Florid.! Onpartment Dl EttmomH: Opportunity I Caldwell Building I 107 E. Madison Stll!et I Tallahassee, FL 32399 
866Fllo.234S (850 2C5 7105 (850.921:3113 F.a~ 

y,:ww.flsmdatQbH!fli I _., " .-. :; ·; · ' , •II , ! i I www. facrboo k com/FLDEO 

An equal opportunity employer/program. Auxiliary aids and services ere available upon request to individuals with disabilities. All voice 
telephone numbers on this dotUment may be re11ched by persons using TIY/TDD equipment via the Florldil Relay Service at 711. 



The Honorable Steve Crisafulli 
February 16, 2015 

Page 2 of2 

Section 189.062(3), Florida Statutes, provides that this declaration of inactive status is sufficient notice as 
required by Section 10, Article Ill of the State Constitution to authorize the Legislature to repeal any special 
laws so reported. According to our records, the District was established by Chapter 61-2045, Laws of 
Florida. The Department requests that the legislature dissolve the District by repealing its special act. 

Thank you in advance for your assistance with this matter. If you have any questions, please have your 
office contact Mr. Peter Penrod, Assistant General Counsel, at 850-245-7150. 

Jesse Panuccio 

Enclosures 

JP/jg 

cc: Mr. P. DeWitt Cason, Registered Agent, Columbia County Law Library and Columbia County 
Clerk of Court 



P. Be Witt CasaQ 
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November 20,2014 

Mr. Jack Gaskins Jr. 
Department of Economic Opportunity 
Office of Financial Management 
I 07 E. Madison Street, MSC 120 
Tallahassee, FL 323994124 

Mr. Gaskins, 

As registered agent for the Columbia County Law Library Independent Special District. I 
am requesting this special district be dec(~ inactive. Pursuant to Section 
189.062(l)(a)l, Florida Statutes. the disWcthas taken no action for 2 or more years. 
Thank you for your assistance. If you ne~dmore information please contact my Finance 
Director, Chad Crews at 386-758·1049. 

Sincetely, ~ 

~~ 
P. DeWitt Cason 
Colwnbia County Clerk of Court 
As Registered Agent for the Columbia County Law Library 

P .0. Box 2069 • Lake City, Florida 32056 • 14S Nortb Hernando Street, 320SS 
386-,8-1041 or 386-758-1342 



NOTICE OF PROPOSED DECLA
RATION OF INACTIVE STATUS 
OF THE COLUMBIA COUNTY 
LAW UBRARY INDEPENDENT 
SPECIAL DIS'11UCT 
Notice iii Jivcn that lbe ~stered 
agent of lbe CoiiiiJibiB Cqunty Law 
Libnlry (lbe i «Dissricll ..J). m in
dependent lpeCial dlarict CltabJisbed 
by OJapter 61-2045, Lawa of Flori
da, IIIJd operaliDg DIICir:r Clapler 189, 
florida S1abl1r:s, bas IDCt lhe aiterioo 
ll'llCcified in Sadillll 189.062(1Xa)l., 
l"'orlda Swutes, requirins tbe De
Jl11111D1ml of Econllmif Oppommity 
(the I cdlepanmentl;) to~ 
!be Dialrict inactive. The Diltric
li 111s 1l':rritory is Columbia~. 
Florida. Section 189.()62(4), Fl011da 
Sta!UtCS,=· lbe entity tbat crc-
•d I al district dedarecJ inac-
liYC to tbe l)lecla1 dis1ric:t by 
~ita~ laws or by oth
er IIJlPI'OPI'i* JDeiiiS. 
The nep.uneat bcRby notices ita 
!malt to declare the District inactive 
twenty-oDe (21) c:alendai day• after 
the elate of publication of Ibis 
Notice. Any objedi.DIIB DIIISt be filed 
puraumt to ChapW ·120, Florida 
Stuutel, wi1hin twc:Dty-Qle (21) day• 
aflt:r lbe date of publication of tbi1 
Nodce, by firlt class mall or Unci
delivery to tbe Deparlment of Bco
DOJDic ()pponuDi'§u~CJ ClCII'k, 
107 E. l0di10n MSC 400, 
Tallabuee, FL 32399-6508. You 
may allo file the Paitlon by fac:lim
ilc tnmsnUIDOO to (850) 921-3230, 
but you are JapODSible for verlfying 
llw the complete doeumaJI - re
cei':!,~ Agcu:y Clak prior to 
tbe · The petilioo mllll meet 
tbe filinll rcquiremcuta contamed in 
Rule 28-106.104, Florida Adminis
trative Code. If no iaiiiiCI of maaerial 
fact III'D dilpllted, then lbe petition 
must eompiy with lbe :requjremalta 
of Rule ~-106.301, Florida Admin
illb'IUve Code. If iuuea of Jllllerial 
fact are dispuled, then lbe pelitioD 
mlllt comply with lbe require! 
menu of 

Rule 28-106.201, Florida Adnlinia
trative Code. 

10737244 
December 11. 2014 



Rick Scott 
GOVERNOR 

FL.ORIOA DEPARTMENT. 
ECONOMIC OPPORI\JNITY 

The Honorable Dennis K. Baxley, Chair 
House Local and Federal Affairs Committee 
3]] House Office Building 
402 South Monroe Street 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1300 

February 16, 2015 

Re: Declaration of Inactive Status of the Columbia County Law Library 

Dear Representative Baxley: 

Jesse Panuccio 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

The Department of Economic Opportunity (the "Department") administers Chapter 189, Florida Statutes 
(the Uniform Special District Accountability Act). This Act charges the Department with a number of 
responsibilities as they relate to special districts. Among these responsibilities is the requirement to 
declare special districts inactive for dissolution under certain circumstances. When special districts 
created by special act of the Legislature become inactive, the Department must notify the President of 
the Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and the standing committees of the Senate and 
the House of Representatives charged with special district oversight as determined by the presiding 
officers of each respective chamber and the Legislative Auditing Committee. 

Section 189.062, Florida Statutes, describes six conditions requiring the Department to declare special 
districts inactive. One of these conditions is met when the Department is notified in writing by a special 
district's registered agent that the special district has taken no action for two or more years. 

On November 20, 2014, Mr. P. DeWitt Cason, the registered agent of the Columbia County Law Library 
(the "District''), an Independent special district located In Columbia County, notified the Department in 
writing that the District has not taken any action for two or more years. Mr. DeWitt requested that the 
Department declare the District inactive. 

On December 11, 2014, the Department published the enclosed "Notice of Proposed Declaration of 
Inactive Status of the Columbia County Law Library Independent Special District" In the Lake City Reporter. 
This notice required any party objecting to the inactive status to file an objection with the Department 
pursuant to Chapter 120, Florida Statutes, within twenty-one days after the date of publication of the 
notice. The Department did not receive any objections. Therefore, on January 6, 2015, the Department 
declared the District inactive by changing its status on the "Official list of Special Districts" from "active" 
to "Inactive." 

Florida Department of E.conomlc Opportunity I Caldwell Building l 107 E. Madison Street I Tallahassee, FL 32399 
856.FLA.2345 I 850.245.7105 I 850.921.3223 Fax 

www.florida1obs.org I wv.,w.twltt~rcotntflDlO I www.facebook.com/FLDEO 

An equal opportunity employer/program. Auxiliary aids and services are available upon request to individuals with disabilities. All voice 
telephone numbers on this document may be reached by persons using ITY/TDD equipment via the Florida Relay Service at 711. 



The Honorable Dennis K. Baxley 
February 16, 2015 

Page 2 of 2 

Section 189.062(3), Florida Statutes, provides that this declaration of inactive status is sufficient notice as 
required by Section 10, Article Ill ofthe State Constitution to authorize the Legislature to repeal any special 
laws so reported. According to our records, the District was established by Chapter 61-2045, Laws of 
Florida. The Department requests that the Legislature dissolve the District by repealing its special act. 

Thank you in advance for your assistance with this matter. If you have any questions, please have your 
office contact Mr. Peter Penrod, Assistant General Counsel, at 850-245-7150. 

Sincerely, 

Enclosures 

JP/jg 

cc: Mr. P. DeWitt Cason, Registered Agent, Columbia County Law Library and Columbia County 
Clerk of Court 

Mr. Kerrington Kiner, Staff Director, House Local and Federal Affairs Committee 



Rick Scott 
GOVERNOR 

The Honorable Debbie Mayfield, Chair 

FLORIDA DEPAR"TlotENT II/ 
ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY 

February 16, 2015 

House local Government Affairs Subcommittee 
317 House Office Building 
402 South Monroe Street 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1300 

Re: Declaration of Inactive Status of the Columbia County Law library 

Dear Representative Mayfield: 

Jesse Panuccio 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

The Department of Economic Opportunity (the "Department") administers Chapter 189, Florida Statutes 
(the Uniform Special District Accountability Act). This Act charges the Department with a number of 
responsibilities as they relate to special districts. Among these responsibilities is the requirement to 
declare special districts inactive for dissolution under certain circumstances. When special districts 
created by special act of the legislature become inactive, the Department must notify the President of 
the Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and the standing committees of the Senate and 
the House of Representatives charged with special district oversight as determined by the presiding 
officers of each respective chamber and the legislative Auditing Committee. 

Section 189.062, Florida Statutes, describes six conditions requiring the Department to declare special 
districts inactive. One of these conditions is met when the Department is notified in writing by a special 
district's registered agent that the special district has taken no action for two or more years. 

On November 20, 2014, Mr. P. DeWitt Cason, the registered agent of the Columbia County law Library 
(the "District"), an independent special district located in Columbia County, notified the Department in 
writing that the District has not taken any action for two or more years. Mr. DeWitt requested that the 
Department declare the District inactive. 

On December 11, 2014, the Department published the enclosed "Notice of Proposed Declaration of 
Inactive Status of the Columbia County law library Independent Special District" in the Lake City Reporter. 
This notice required any party objecting to the inactive status to file an objection with the Department 
pursuant to Chapter 120, Florida Statutes, within twenty-one days after the date of publication of the 
notice. The Department did not receive any objections. Therefore, on January 6, 2015, the Department 
declared the District inactive by changing its status on the "Official List of Special Districts" from "active" 
to "inactive." 

Florida Department of EconomiC Opportur1ty I Caldwell Building /107 E. Madison Street I Tallahassee, FL 32399 
866HA 234S I 850.245.7105 I 850 921 3223 Fa~ 

An equal opportunity employer/program. Au1dliary aids and services are available upon request to individuals with disabilities. All voice 
telephone numbers on this document may be reached by persoru using TTY {rOD equipment via the Florida Relay Service at 711. 



The Honorable Debbie Mayfield 
February 16, 2015 

Page 2 of2 

Section 189.062(3), Florida Statutes, provides that this declaration of inactive status is sufficient notice as 
required by Section 10, Article Ill of the State Constitution to authorize the Legislature to repeal any special 
laws so reported. According to our records, the District was established by Chapter 61-2045, laws of 
Florida. The Department requests that the Legislature dissolve the District by repealing its special act. 

Thank you in advance for your assistance with this matter. If you have any questions, please have your 
office contact Mr. Peter Penrod, Assistant General Counsel, at 850-245-7150. 

Sincerely, 

• 

Jesse Panuccio 

Enclosures 

JP/jg 

cc: Mr. P. DeWitt Cason, Registered Agent, Columbia County law Library and Columbia County 
Clerk of Court 

Mr. E~ic Miller, Policy Chief, House Local Government Affairs Subcommittee 





Steve Crisafulli 
Speaker 

August25,2015 

Rep. Cary Pigman 

The Florida House of Representatives 
Local & Federal Affairs Committee 

Local Government Affairs Subcommittee 

Debbie Mayfield 
Subcommittee Chair 

205 South Commerce Avenue, Ste. B 
Sebring, FL 33870-3626 

Re: Eagle Bay Sub-Drainage District 

Dear Representative Pigman: 

One of my goals for the Local Government Affairs Subcommittee is to reduce the number of unnecessary 
special taxing districts in Florida. This includes encouraging the dissolution of those special districts that 
have fulfilled their purpose and are no longer active. 

The Special District Accountability Program in the Department of Economic Opportunity has declared the 
Eagle Bay Sub-Drainage District in Okeechobee County to be inactive. The Subcommittee staff reviewed 
the information from DEO and suggested the district be dissolved through a local bill repealing the legal 
authorization for the district. To this end staff has drafted the enclosed proposed repealer bill for 
consideration by the local delegation. 

Please advise if the local authorities have any concerns about dissolving the district at this time, including 
whether there are outstanding liabilities or assets for which disposition must be made. If there are no such 
concerns, please submit the enclosed draft for consideration at the delegation meeting. Also enclosed is 
a draft local bill certification form and draft economic impact statement which should be completed and 
submitted as with other local bills. You may want to consult with the appropriate person with the county 
for completion of the EIS. 

Under s. 189.062(3), F.S., the declaration of inactive status from DEO is sufficient notice under s. 10, art. 
Ill of the State Constitution to authorize the Legislature to repeal any special laws so reported. Because 
this general law satisfies the publication requirement of the State Constitution, no further publication is 
necessary. Enclosed is a proposed Substitute Notice which would replace the Affidavit of Publication to 
accompany the bill when filed. 

Thank you for considering this proposed bill. If you have any questions concerning this proposal please 
do not hesitate to contact either myself or Eric Miller, Policy Chief for the Subcommittee. His number is 
(850) 717-5681. 

Sincerely, 

bbie Mayfield, Chair 
Local Government Affairs Subcommittee 

Enc. 

317 House Office Building, 402 South Monroe Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1300 
(850) 717-4861 



' I 
STr\TE OF FlORJDA 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS 
"Dedicated to making Florida a better place to call home" 

·JEB BUSH 
Governor 

The Honorable John McKay 
President, The Senate of Florida 
Room 416, Senate Office Building 
404 South Monroe Street 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1100 

The Honorable Tom Feeney 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
Room 414, The Capitol 
402 South Monroe Street 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1300 

Re: 

Dear President McKay and Speaker Feeney: 

l 
D¥ember 4, 2000 

STEVEN M. SEIBERT 
Secretary 

When a special district becomes inactive within th~ meaning of Section 189.4044 Florida 
Statutes, the Department of Community Affairs must file Dktaration of Inactive Status Reports 
(enclosed} with the President of the Senate and the Speal<_k of the House of Representatives. Pursuant 
to Section 189.4044(3)·(4), Florida statutes, this Is sufficient notice as required by Sectlon 10, Article Ill 
of the State Constitution to authorize the Legislature to rep'.e.al any SP- • laws so reported, The above 
referenced districts have become Inactive. Therefore, I d4tlfully ue at the ~islature dissolve 
these special dlsttlcts by repealing their enabling laws. Th;;m ou f your ti , apa qonsideration. 

SMS!Jg 

En c. Declaration of Inactive Status Reports for 
the Above Referenced Special Districts 

cc: Jack Gaskins Jr., Special District Information Pro(lram 
Special District's Registered Agent 

255li SHUMARD OAI( BOULEVARD • TALit.AHASSEE, FLORIDA 32399-2100 
Phone: 8 50.488.8466/Suncom 278.8466 FA.X: 850.921.0781/Suncom 291.0781 
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HOUSING 1< COW.IUNITV OfVELOPMfNT 
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DECLARATION OF iNACTIVE $-ATUS REPORT 
EAGLE BAY SUB-DRAINA~E DISTRICT 

Name of Inactive Special District: 

Inactive Status Based Upon: 

Action Taken by the Department 
of Community Affairs: 

Result: 

Action Requested of the 
Florida L~islature; 

Eagle Bay Sub-Dra~nage District, an independent special district 
located in Okeecho)Jee County in the State of Florida. 

The Eagle Bay suli,..'Drainage District failed to make a good faith 
effort to file the rep/.;lrts listed in Section 189.419, Florida 
Statutes, and faileq for two consecutive years to pay tees 
assessed by the S~lal District Information Program. (Section 
189.4044(1 )(a)3.-4~, Florida Statutes). 

Published a Notice, of Declaration of Inactive Status of the Eagle 
Bay Sub-Drainage: District in The Okeechobee News, a 
newspaper of gen1ra1 circulation in Okeechobee County, on 
March 21, March 48, April 4, and Apri111, 2000. This notice 
required any party !obJecting to the dissolution of the Eagle Bay 
SUb-Drainage District to file an o.bjection within 60 days after the 
date of the last publlca.tion of the notice with the Department of 
Community Affairst In addition, the Notice required any 
creditors asserting <::!alms against the Eagle Bay Sub-Drainage 
District to file suchi Glaims with Okeechobee County within that 
time (Section 189)1D44(1)(b), Florida Statutes). 

Sixty days elap~ !from the last publication date of the notice of 
proposed decla~t)On of inactive status and no sustained 
objections were fil~. The Special District Information Program 
of the Departmen~ ~f Community Affairs declared the Eagle-Bay 
Sub-Drainage DisVicf to be inactive on June 12, 2000 (Section 
189.4044(1)(c), Ffprida Statutes). 

Dissolve the Eagl~ Bay Sub-Drainage District by repealing 
Chapter 12010, LfWS of Florida, approved May 16, 1927 
(Section 189.4044(14), Florida Statutes). 

.··, 
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Florida House of Representatives 
Council for Smarter Government 

Committee on Local Government & Veterans Affairs 

Tom Feeney 
Speaker 

The Honorable John F. Lau.rent 
Chair, Okeechobee County Delegation 
250 North Clark Avenue 
Bartow, Florida 33830-4004 

Re: Inactive Special District 

Dear Senator Laurent: 

September 12, 2001 

.~tate of florida Cl~aringhouse 

Ken Sorensen 
Chair 

The Eagle Bay Sub-Drainage District has been declared inactive within the meaning of Section 
189A044 Florida SiahJtes, thus requiring the Department of Community Affairs to file the 
enclosed Declaration of /naclive Status Report with the President of the Senate, and the Speaker 
of the House ofRepresentatives. Pursuant to Section 189.4044(3)-(4), Florida Stalutes, this is 
sufficient notice as required by Section 10, Article Ill ofthe Florida Constitution to authorize the 
Legislature to repeal any special laws so reported. 

We realize that your delegation may have already made decisions on issues for the 2002 
Legislative Session. However, if possible, a local bill is needed to complete the dissolution 
process. Please contact my staff at SC 278-1791 with any questions that you may have regarding 
this matter. 

Sincerely, 

cc: Department of Community Affairs 
Special Districts Information Program 

317 House Office Building, 402 South Monroe Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1300 (850) 488-1791 
www.flleg.com 
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September 12, 2001 
Page2 

Tom Yeatman, StaffDirector 
Senate Committee on 
Comprehensive Planning. Local and Military Affairs 
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The Florida House of Representatives 
Local & Federal Affairs Committee 

Steve Crisafulli 
Speaker 

August25,2015 

Rep. W. Keith Perry 
Suite C - Magnolia Park 
4650 Northwest 391

h Avenue 
Gainesville, FL 32606-6090 

Local Government Affairs Subcommittee 

Re: Gilchrist County Development Authority 

Dear Representative Perry: 

Debbie Mayfield 
Subcommittee Chair 

One of my goals for the Local Government Affairs Subcommittee is to reduce the number of unnecessary 
special taxing districts in Florida. This includes encouraging the dissolution of those special districts that 
have fulfilled their purpose and are no longer active. 

The Special District Accountability Program in the Department of Economic Opportunity has declared the 
Gilchrist County Development Authority in Gilchrist County to be inactive. The Subcommittee staff 
reviewed the information from DEO and suggested the district be dissolved through a local bill repealing 
the legal authorization for the district. To this end staff has drafted the enclosed proposed repealer bill for 
consideration by the local delegation. 

Please advise if the local authorities have any concerns about dissolving the district at this time, including 
whether there are outstanding liabilities or assets for which disposition must be made. If there are no such 
concerns, please submit the enclosed draft for consideration at the delegation meeting. Also enclosed is 
a draft local bill certification form and draft economic impact statement which should be completed and 
submitted as with other local bills. You may want to consult with the appropriate person with the county 
for completion of the EIS. 

Under s. 189.062(3), F.S., the declaration of inactive status from DEO is sufficient notice under s. 10, art. 
Ill of the State Constitution to authorize the Legislature to repeal any special laws so reported. Because 
this general law satisfies the publication requirement of the State Constitution, no further publication is 
necessary. Enclosed is a proposed Substitute Notice which would replace the Affidavit of Publication to 
accompany the bill when filed. 

Thank you for considering this proposed bill. If you have any questions concerning this proposal please 
do not hesitate to contact either myself or Eric Miller, Policy Chief for the Subcommittee. His number is 
(850) 717-5681. 

Sincerely, 

bie Mayfield, Chair 
Local Government Affairs Subcommittee 

Enc. 
317 House Office Building, 402 South Monroe Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1300 

(850) 717-4861 



• STATE OF FLORIDA 

I>EPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS 
"Dedicated to making Florid<t a better place to call homE•" 

RICK SCOTT 
Governor 

The Honorable Mike Haridopolos 
President, Florida Senate 
409 The Capitol 
404 South Monroe Street 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1100 

lhe Honorable Dean Cannon 

July 8, 2011 

S-peaker, Florida House of Representatives 
4 20 The Capitol 
4 02 South Monroe Street 
Tallahassee, Florida 323 99-1300 

Re: Declaration of Inactive Status ofthe 
Gilchrist County Development Authority 

Dear Mr. President and :M:r. Speaker: 

E-ILL Y BUZZETT 
Secretary 

The Department of Community Affairs (the "Department") administers Chapter 189, 
Florida Statutes (the Uniform Special District A.ccountability Act of 1989). Thi> Act charges the 
Department with a number of responsibilities as they relate to special di:ltricts, including 
C.eclaring special districts inactive: for dissolution under certain circumstancen. When special 
c istricts created by special act of the Legislanrre become inactive, the Department must notify 
tJe Speaker ofthe House ofRepre:;entatives and·the President ofthe Senate. 

Section 189.4044, Florida Statutes, describes three conditions in whic!. the Department 
must declare special districts inac-jve. One ef these conditions occurs when the Department is 
notified in Writing by a special d:.strict•s registered agent that the special distict has taken no 
~.ction for two or more years. 

On May 27, 2011, Ms. Kyle Stone, the registered agent of the Gilchrist Cotmty 
Development Authority (the «Authority"); an independent special district located in Gilchrist 
County, notified the Department in writing that the Authority has not taken an~r action for more 
than two years. :Ms. Stone asked the Department to classify the Authority as inactive. 

2555 SHUMARD OAK BOULEVARD D TALLAHASSEE, FL 323!)9·2100 
850-488-8466 _(p) D eS0-921-0761 (f) D Website: www.dc.!.H,HP..r"l.u~ 
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The Honorable Mike Haridopolos 
The Honorable Dean Cannon 
July 8, 2011 
P::1ge 2 

On June 9, 2011, the De:part:ment published a ""Notice of Proposed Declaration of 
Inactive Status of the Gilchrist Cm:nty Development Authority" in the Gilchrist County .Journal. 
This notice required any party objecting to the inactive status to file an oqjection with the 
I:epartment pursuant to Chapter 120, Florida Statutes, within twenty-one (21) days after the date 
of publication of the notice. The Department di.d not receive any objections. Therefore, on July 
1, 2011, the Department declared the Authority inactive by changing its statu:; on the Official 
List of Special Districts from •·.;ctive" to "'inactive."" 

Section 189.4044(3), Florida Statutes, p-rovides that this declaration of :nactive status is 
S!rfficient notice as required by Se~tion 10~ Article III of the State Constitution to authorize the 
legislature to repeal any specialle.ws so reported. According to our records, the Authority was 
eitablished by Chapter 59·1308, Laws of Florida. The Depm11nent requests that the Legislature 
dissolve the Authority by repealing this special act. 

Please contact Ms. Leslie P.nderson-Adams, Assistant General Counsel, at 850-488-0410 
if you have any questions or need fUrther assistance. 

WAB/jg 

Respectfully, ..-- / 
. / / < -

I , I ,· £;.. . '--·-·· : l;' ,' . . "\. ,... 7~-7 
/ I' , ·~ .t .,1/ ;· ~ · J . 

I ·~ F / ll l.~f..r,.l I . )· ;t,: l / ;· ' ·' . ·,./ /h./.~(,N?J,~i..l ........ . . (/ ! '! . ...- "''' 
. · ·-wnnam A. Buziett \ ... 

Secretary ! j ) 

cc: Ms. Kyle Stone, Registered Agent, Gilchrist County Development Authority 
Mr. John K. McPherson, Gilchrist County Attorney 
Mr. Jack Gaskins Jr., Special District Information Program 





The Florida House of Representatives 
Local & Federal Affairs Committee 

Steve Crisafulli 
Speaker 

August 24, 2015 

Rep. Richard Corcoran 

Local Government Affairs Subcommittee 

17953 Hunting Bow Cir., Ste. 101 
Lutz, FL 33558-5375 

Re: Highlands Road & Bridge District 

Dear Representative Corcoran: 

Debbie Mayfield 
Subcommittee Chair 

One of my goals for the Local Government Affairs Subcommittee is to reduce the number of unnecessary 
special taxing districts in Florida. This includes encouraging the dissolution of those special districts that 
have fulfilled their purpose and are no longer active. 

The Special District Accountability Program in the Department of Economic Opportunity has declared the 
Highlands Road & Bridge District in Pasco County to be inactive. The Subcommittee staff reviewed the 
information from DEO and suggested the district be dissolved through a local bill repealing the legal 
authorization for the district. To this end staff has drafted the enclosed proposed repealer bill for 
consideration by the local delegation. 

Please advise if the local authorities have any concerns about dissolving the district at this time, including 
whether there are outstanding liabilities or assets for which disposition must be made. If there are no such 
concerns, please submit the enclosed draft for consideration at the delegation meeting. Also enclosed is 
a draft local bill certification form and draft economic impact statement which should be completed and 
submitted as with other local bills. You may want to consult with the appropriate person with the county 
for completion of the EIS. 

If the local delegation approves filing the enclosed proposed bill, please note notice of intent to file the bill 
must be published as provided by law. Enclosed is a suggested affidavit form to be completed by the 
publishing entity and submitted with the proposed bill. 

Thank you for considering this proposed bill. If you have any questions concerning this proposal please 
do not hesitate to contact either myself or Eric Miller, Policy Chief for the Subcommittee. His number is 
(850) 717-5681. 

Sincerely, 

bbie Mayfield, Chair 
Local Government Affairs Subcommittee 

En c. 

317 House Office Building, 402 South Monroe Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1300 
(850) 717-4861 



STATE o:: FLORIDA 

I) E P A R T M E N T 0 F C 0 M M U N I T Y A F F A I R S 
"Dedicated to mc:king Florida a better place to call hom,~" 

CHARLIE CRIST 
GCM~mor 

1be Honorable Pat Mulieri 

January 28, 2010 

Chair, Pasco CoWlty Board of County Conunissioners 
Dade City Government Center 
14235 6th Street 
Dade City, Florida 33525 

Re: Inactive Status of the Highlands Road and Bridge District 

Dear Chairman Mulieri: 

THOti<IAS G. PELHAM 
Secret. f)· 

The Department ofCOJrummity Affairs (the "Department") administers Chapter 189, 
J'lorida Statutes (the Uniform Special District Accountability Act of 1989). Thb Act charges the 
I >epartment with a number of responsibilities a~ they relate to special distlicts, including 
c eclaring special districts inactive for dissolution under certain circumstances. 

The purpose of this let1er is to notify the Pasco County Board of County Commissioners 
tlat the Highlands Road and Bridge District (the "District"), an independent spe·~ial district 
I Jcated in Pasco County (the "County") and created by freeholder election held :~ ovember 21, 
1972, pursuant to Section 336.61, :?lorida Statutes (1972), has become inactive within the 
neaning of Section 189.4044(1)(a)l.-3., Florida Statutes (2009). 

In a letter dated December 15,2003, the registered agent, Mr. Samuel G. DeLaune, 
rtotified the Department that the D::strict had satisfied its obligation to the bond holders, had not 
net since January 2002, no longer had a governing body, and that the need for the District no 
1 Jnger existed. Mr. DeLaWie aske:l the Department to declare the District inactive for 
Cissolution. 

On a number of occasions between December 19, 2003 and February 11, 2009, the 
Department had conversations with Ms. Elizabeth Blair, Cotmty Attorney, conc«:ming 
c.issolution issues and how the Cmmty could dissolve the District. During this time, the 
Department delayed declaring the District inactive so the County could research these issues and 
(Onsider alternatives. These issue!; and alternatives included receiving and revi€wing the final 
~.udit, researching how the roads in the District could be maintained, whether liability issues 
wuld impact the County, whether the District could be kept active for possible future use, 
whether the County could assume the role of registered agent, and how the District could be 

2555 SHUMARD OAK BOULEVARD D TALLAHASSEE, Fl 32399·2100 
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The Honorable Pat Mulieri, Chair 
l'asco County Board of County Ccmmissioners 
January 28,2010 
Page2 

dissolved, including whether a refi:rendum wou1d be required. Meanwhile, in December 2007, 
Mr. DeLaune contacted the Depanment to say he no longer wanted to serve as the District's 
registered agent and wished to stop receiving the District's mail, including letters concerning the 
District's noncompliance with various state requirements. 

In our last conversation on February II, 2009, Ms. Blair said they would research the 
issues and take them to the Board <>f Count-y Commissioners if necessary, and would let us know 
tb.e outcome. 

On November 5, 2009, the Joint Legislative Auditing Committee (the "Committee") 
notified the Department that the District had tailed to file a fiscal year 2006-07 Annual Financial 
Report with the Department of Financial Services pursuant to Section 218.32, F. orida Statutes 
(enclosed). The Committee re:quested the Department to proceed pursuant to th·~ enforcement 
Jlrovisions specified in Section 189.421, Florida Statutes. 

These provisions require the Department to file a petition for writ of certiorari with the 
drcuit court within 30 days. Since the District does not have a registered agent :>r office, the 
Department was unable to file a p<:tition. However, Section 189.4044, Florida S·:atutes, contains 
provisions by which the Department must dec.lare inactive any special district that meets certain 
c:riteria, including failure to file an Annual Financial Report. 

On December 1, 2009, the Department published in the Highlands Toda_; and The Tampa 
Tribune a required "Notice of Proposed Declaration of Inactive Status of the Highlands Road and 
Bridge District" (enclosed). This :1otice required any party objecting to the inactive status to file 
;m objection with the Department pursuant to Chapter 120, Florida Statutes, wit tin twenty-one 
121) days after the date of publication of the notice. The Department did not receive any 
objections. On December 23,2009, the Department changed the District's statts to inactive. 

Section 189 .4044( 4 ), Florida Statutes, requires the entity that created a special district 
declared inactive to dissolve that special district by repealing its enabling laws. According to our 
records, a Pasco County Resoluticn dated September 22, 1972 called for the ele:tion of the 
:)istrict. This resolution indicated that the notice of1he election contained language authorizing 
·he District to impose ad valorem taxes. To dissolve the district, it appears the County must call 
::Or a referendum election of freeholders on the question of dissolution (see Sections 189.4042(2) 
:md 189.4044(4), Florida Statutes, and Florida Attorney General Advisory Legal Opinion 
:'lumber AGO 2007-17 dated Mar;;h 23, 2007). After this referendum election, please advise the 
·)epartment of the outcome. 



The Honorable Pat Mulieri, Chair 
Pasco County Board of County Commissionen; 
~~anuary 28, 2010 
Page 3 

Thank you in advance for assistance with this matter. If you have any questions, please 
c:ontact me at iack.gaskins@dcastate.fl.us or 8:50-922-1457. 

~~incerely, 

Jack Gaskins Jr. 
SPECIAL DISTRICT INFORM 

Enclosures 

c:c: Kathryn H. DuBose, Staff Director, Joint Legislative Auditing Committc:e 
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The Florida House of Representatives 
Local & Federal Affairs Committee 

Steve Crisafulli 
Speaker 

August 25, 2015 

Rep. H. Marlene O'Toole 
916 Avenida Central 
The Villages, FL 32159-5704 

Local Government Affairs Subcommittee 

Re: North Sumter County Hospital District 

Dear Representative O'Toole: 

Debbie Mayfield 
Subcommittee Chair 

One of my goals for the Local Government Affairs Subcommittee is to reduce the number of unnecessary 
special taxing districts in Florida. This includes encouraging the dissolution of those special districts that 
have fulfilled their purpose and are no longer active. 

The Special District Accountability Program in the Department of Economic Opportunity has declared the 
North Sumter County Hospital District in Sumter County to be inactive. The Subcommittee staff reviewed 
the information from DEO and suggested the district be dissolved through a local bill repealing the legal 
authorization for the district. To this end staff has drafted the enclosed proposed repealer bill for 
consideration by the local delegation. 

Please advise if the local authorities have any concerns about dissolving the district at this time, including 
whether there are outstanding liabilities or assets for which disposition must be made. If there are no such 
concerns, please submit the enclosed draft for consideration at the delegation meeting. Also enclosed is 
a draft local bill certification form and draft economic impact statement which should be completed and 
submitted as with other local bills. You may want to consult with the appropriate person with the county 
for completion of the EIS. 

Under s. 189.062(3), F.S., the declaration of inactive status from DEO is sufficient notice under s. 10, art. 
Ill of the State Constitution to authorize the Legislature to repeal any special laws so reported. Because 
this general law satisfies the publication requirement of the State Constitution, no further publication is 
necessary. Enclosed is a proposed Substitute Notice which would replace the Affidavit of Publication to 
accompany the bill when filed. 

Thank you for considering this proposed bill. If you have any questions concerning this proposal please 
do not hesitate to contact either myself or Eric Miller, Policy Chief for the Subcommittee. His number is 
(850) 717-5681. 

Sincerely, 

ebbie Mayfield, Chair 
Local Government Affairs Subcommittee 

Enc. 

317 House Office Building, 402 South Monroe Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1300 
(8.SO) 717-4861 



.STATE OF FLORIDA 

OEPARTM'ENT OF C.OMMUNITY AFFAIRS 
"Dedicated to making Florida a better place to call home~ 

CHARLIE CRIST 
Governor 

The Honorable Ken Pruitt 
President, Florida Senate 
Senate Office Building, Room 312 
404 South Monroe Street 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399·11 00 

The Honorable Marco Rubio 

February 29, 2008 

Speaker, Florida House of Representatives 
The Capitol,. Room 420 
402 South Monroe Street 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1300 

THOMAS G. PELHAM 
Seerelary 

Re: Notice of Declaration of Inactive Status of the North Sumter 
County Hospital District, an independent special distric.t located in 
Sumter County, Florida, established by Chapter 2004-451, Laws of 
Florida 

Dear Mr. President and Mr. Speaker: 

The North Sumter County Hospital District (District) has become inactive within the 
meaning of Section 189.4044(1)(a)l., Florida Statutes·. As required by Section 189.4044(3), 
Florida Statutes, the Department of Community Affairs (Department) is providing thls Notice of 
Declaration of Inactive Status (Notice) to both of you. According to subsections 18.9.4044(3) 
and (4), Florida Statutes, this Notice is sufficient as required by Section 10, Article III, of the 
Florida Constitution, to authorize the Legislature to repeal Chapter 2004-451, Laws of Florida, 
the special district's enabling law. · 

The inactive status is based upon notification by Mr. James Rogan, the District's 
Registered Agent, that the District has taken no action in over two years because the District's 
electors, by a majority vote in a referendum, did not approve the District's authority to levy an ad 
valorem tax to fund the District. Mr. Bradley Arnold, Swnter County Administrator, verified 
that the Swnter County Board ofCounty Commissioners desires the Department to declare the 
District inactive for legislative dissolution. 
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The Honorable Ken J:>ruitt 
The Honorable Marco Rubio 
February 29, 2008 
Page2 

As required by Section 189.4044(1)(b), Florida Statutes, the Department published a 
Notice of Proposed Declaration of Inactive Status (Proposed Notice) of the North Sumter Co!lllty 
Hospital District in the Sumter County Times, a newspaper of general circulation in Sumter 
County, on January 17, 2008. This Proposed Notice required any party objecting to the 
dissolution of the District to file an objection pursuant to Chapter 120, Florida Statutes, within 21 
days after the publication date. The Department provided a copy of this Proposed Notice by 
certified mail to Mr. Rogan and Mr. Arnold. Because no objections were filed within 21 days, 
on February 13, 2008, the Departmenfs Special District Information Program changed the 
District's fonnal status from active to inactive. Based on ·this status change, the Department 
requestS that the Legislature dissolve the District by repealing Chapter 2004-451, Laws of 
Florida . 

. Please do not hesitate to contact Barbara Jo Finer, Assistant General Counsel, at 850/488-
041 0, if you have any questions or need further assistance. 

TGP/jg 

Sincerely yours, 

_j&-»'1 · r~)~v--1 
Thomas G. Pelham 
Secretruy 

cc: Mr. James Rogan, Registered Agen:t, North Sumter County Hospital District 
Mr. Bradley Arnold, Sumter County Administrator 
Mr. Jack Gaskins, Jr., Special District Information Program 





The Florida House of Representatives 
Local & Federal Affairs Committee 

Steve Crisafulli 
Speaker 

August25,2015 

Rep. Brad Drake 

Local Government Affairs Subcommittee 

Administrative Building, Room 186 
Chipola College 
3094 Indian Circle 
Marianna, FL 32446-1701 

Re: Northwest Florida Community Hospital District 

Dear Representative Drake: 

Debbie Mayfield 
Subcommittee Chair 

One of my goals for the Local Government Affairs Subcommittee is to reduce the number of unnecessary 
special taxing districts in Florida. This includes encouraging the dissolution of those special districts that 
have fulfilled their purpose and are no longer active. 

The Special District Accountability Program in the Department of Economic Opportunity has declared the 
Northwest Florida Community Hospital District in Washington County to be inactive. The Subcommittee 
staff reviewed the information from DEO and suggested the district be dissolved through a local bill 
repealing the legal authorization for the district. To this end staff has drafted the enclosed proposed 
repealer bill for consideration by the local delegation. 

Please advise if the local authorities have any concerns about dissolving the district at this time, including 
whether there are outstanding liabilities or assets for which disposition must be made. If there are no such 
concerns, please submit the enclosed draft for consideration at the delegation meeting. Also enclosed is 
a draft local bill certification form and draft economic impact statement which should be completed and 
submitted as with other local bills. You may want to consult with the appropriate person with the county 
for cOmpletion of the EIS. 

Under s. 189.062(3), F.S., the declaration of inactive status from DEO is sufficient notice under s. 10, art. 
Ill of the State Constitution to authorize the Legislature to repeal any special laws so reported. Because 
this general law satisfies the publication requirement of the State Constitution, no further publication is 
necessary. Enclosed is a proposed Substitute Notice which would replace the Affidavit of Publication to 
accompany the bill when filed. 

Thank you for considering this proposed bill. If you have any questions concerning this proposal please 
do not hesitate to contact either myself or Eric Miller, Policy Chief for the Subcommittee. His number is 
(850) 717-5681. 

Sincerely, 

~Chair 
Local Government Affairs Subcommittee 

En c. 
317 House Office Building, 402 South Monroe Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1300 

(850) 717-4861 



Rkk Srott 
(':(~ ',ERNOFl • DE-' 

FLORI OA DEPARTMENT of 
ECONOMIC e>P=>ORTUNITY 

February 22, 2012 

The Honorable Mike Haridopolos. President 
F: orida Senate 
Room 312, Senate Office Building 
404 South Monroe Street 
T;~J.lahassee, Flmida 32399-1100 

The Honorable Dean Cannon, Speaker 
Florida House of Representatives 
420 The Capitol . 
402 South Monroe Street 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1300 

CyH(hia .R.l~~~~M(l 
lt·JT!EAifJI ··:i~ECIJTIVE Olf.I':CTOII 

R·~: Declaration of Inactive Status of the Northwest Florida Community Hospital ;District 

D ~ar President Haridopolos and Speaker Cannon: 

. 
The Department of Economic Oppmtunit~ (the "Dep:.Irtment") administers Chapter 189, 

Florida Statutes (the Uniform SpeciaJ District Ac;countabilitj Act of 1989). 'This Ac( charges the 
Dc~partment with a number of responsibilities a5. they relate to special districts. Amohg these 
re.)ponsibilities i~. the requirement to declare special districts inactive for di.;solution jmder . 
certain circumstances. When special districts CI'cuted by s.pecial act of the Legtslatun~ become 
in.3.ctive, the Department must notify the Speaker of the Hou!:e of Representatives an!i the 
President of the Senate. ' 

Section 189.4044, Florida Statutes, descnbes four cor:ditions in·which the De:>artment 
must declare special districts inactive. 9ne of th.:se conditions is met when the Depa:rtment is 
nctified in writing by a special districfs registered agent that the special diEt.rict has l:{lken no 
action for two or more years. ' 

On November 3, 2011, Ms. Camilla Schmitz, the regi~1ered agent of the Nodtwest 
H)rida Community Hospital Disi:J:ict (the "DistricC). an inde?endent special district located in 
Washington County. notified the Depa1tment ill writing that th.e District has not taken any action 
since 2004. Ms. Schmitz; asked the Department to declare tht District inactive. ' 

Tile Calt\we\1 Building 107 E. :VII:dl~on S;r<!et Tallaha>s•:~. f' 1ri!lu 3:::3Q9 .. u:.o 8:"0:•.:4.5.711).5 
W\1 w.FloridnJoh~.<lrf · \\ ww.Lwill~r.rul•l'FLDEO ~ v..facebook.:o;p/FLDEC• 

An equal opponunity empllyer/program. AuxiliaJ1.' lids and !.ervic,.,; al'; :"' il~hl.: ·,q10n rec•U!!.l teo individ·.1als witl disah.lities . .i.ll vob~ 
tt:kphorie numlll"TS on this do.:ume111 mny be Nlll~hctl h~· pcr.;:>n:. u\ir g 1 T'l' ffDD equip~. cnt ,·ia t1c Floridn R·:l<·y 5·::vkr ai 711. 
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.The H0norable Mike Haridopolos 
The Honorable Dean Cannon 
Page Two 

On January 21, 2012, the Dep~niment published a "K,:,tice of Propo:;ed Decla:ation of 
Inactive Status of the Northwest Florida Community Ho:;pitl: 1 District" in 6e Washi~1gton 
County News. This notice required anyparty objecting to th~ inactive status to file ~n o_bjection 
w .th the Department pursuant to Chapter 120, Florida Statutts, within twenty-one (2]) days after 
tle date of publication of fue notice. The Department did no~ receive any o bjectionsl Therefore. 
or: February 13, 2012, the Department declared tt·.e Authm·it~· i11active by clumging iB status or; 
th~ Official List of Special Districts from "active" to "inucth e." · 

Section 189.4044(3), Florida Statutes, p::o'tides that this declaration of inacti<e status is 
sufficient notice as required by Section 10. A.rtclr: III of 6e State Con.')titution to au6orize the 
Legislature to repeal any special laws ~o reported According to our records, the Authority was 
established by Chapter 19421, Laws of Florida. and amended by Chapters 76-502 anil 88-532, 
Laws of Florida. The Department requests that the Legislature dissolve the Authorit}r by 
re:?ealing its special acts. 

Please contact Mr. Darrick McGhee. Legislative and Cabinet Affairs Directoi. at 850-
245-73 70 if you have any questions or need furlhcr assistanc·:~. : 

Sincerely, /t · .. ' 
·~ ·r":·-·i·) I~ 

1//,fl ~ (:~i L>" . .v t1A'I/-. _...,,~.:.:e. •. ) { . V ;111.Jtn·~·"~V~,.._~~"" · : 
v ,. .,.· J . 
Cy.tithia R. Lorezno ·~--··· ·· · 
Imerim Executive Director 

CJ.Wjg 

cc: Ms. Marcey M. Black, Registered Ager:.t, Northwest .Hotida Community Ho>i:Jital Disllict 
Mr. Jeff Goodman, Washington County Attorney 
Mr. Jack Gaskins Jr., Special District In ['ormation Pre gram 
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The Florida House of Representatives 
Local & Federal Affairs Committee 

Steve Crisafulli 
Speaker 

August 25, 2015 

Rep. Paul Renner 

Local Government Affairs Subcommittee 

4877 Palm Coast Pkwy. NW, Unit 1 
Palm Coast, FL 32137-3677 

Re: Moultrie Creek Community Development District 

Dear Representative Renner: 

Debbie Mayfield 
Subcommittee Chair 

One of my goals for the Local Government Affairs Subcommittee is to reduce the number of unnecessary 
special taxing districts in Florida. This includes encouraging the dissolution of those special districts that 
have fulfilled their purpose and are no longer active. 

The Special District Accountability Program in the Department of Economic Opportunity has declared the 
Moultrie Creek Community Development District in St. Johns County to be inactive. DEO provided a 
declaration of inactive status to the Chair of the St. Johns County Commission on April 25, 2014; a copy 
is enclosed. Unlike other independent special districts, under the law an inactive community development 
district may be dissolved only by its creating entity. 

Please advise if the local authorities intend to repeal the creating ordinance and dissolve the COD. 
Please also advise if the authorities or the local delegation have any concerns about dissolving the district 
at this time, including whether there are outstanding liabilities or assets for which disposition must be 
made. 

Thank you for your assistance. If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact either myself 
or Eric Miller, Policy Chief for the Subcommittee. His number is (850) 717-5681. 

Sincerely, 

Debbie Mayfield, Chair 
Local Government Affairs Subcommittee 

En c. 

317 House Office Building, 402 South Monroe Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1300 
(850)717 -4861 



RICK SCOTT 
Governor 

March 5, 2015 

Ms. Cheryl .Strickland 
Secretary 
St.Johns County 
500 San Sebastian View 

fLORIDA DEPARTMENT:Of. STA~_ 

St. Augustine, Florida 32084 

Attention: Ms. Yvonne King, Deputy Clerk 

Dear Ms. Strickland: 

KENDETZNER 
Secretary of State 

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 125.66, Florida Statutes, this will acknowledge receipt of your 
electronic copy ofSt Johns Ordinance No. 2015-17, which was filed in this office on March 5, 2015. 

Sincerely, 

Ernest L. Reddick 
Program Administrator 

ELR/lb 

R. A. Gray Building • 500 South Bro11ough Street • Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0250 
Telephone: (850) 245·6270 • Facsimile: (850) 488-9879 

www.dos.state.fi. us 



ORDINANCE NO. 2015-___,/..._'1 ___ 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COUNTY OF ST. JOHNS, STATE OF 
·FLORIDA, DISSOLVING THE MOULTRIE CREEK COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT PURSUANT TO QIA.PTER 189 AND 
CHAPTER 190, FLORIDA STATUTES; REPEALING ORDINANCE NO. 
2006-60; PROVIDING A DISCLAIME~ OF DISTRICT OBLIGATIONS; 
PROVIDING. A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE. 

RECITALS 

WHEREAS, on May 16, 2006, the St. Johns County Board of Commissioners (the. 
County) adopted Ordinance 2006-60 establishing the Moultrie Creek CommUnity Development 
District (the District); .and 

WHEREAS, on February 18, 2014, the Joint Legislative Auditing Committee notified 
the Depart:Itlent of Economic Opportunity (the Department) that the District did not file its 
required Annual Financial Report with the Department of Financial Services; and 

WHEREAS, on February 27, 2014, the Department published in the St. Augustine 
Record a Notice of Proposed Declaration of Inactive Status of the Moultrie Creek Community 
Development District (the Notice), which required any party objecting to the pr.oposed inactive 
status to file an objection with the Department within 21 days of publication ofthe Notice; and 

WHEREAS, the Department did not receive any objections during the 21 days provided 
for objection to the Notice; and 

·. WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 189.062, Florida Statutes, the Department has changed 
the status of the District from "active" to "inactive" and has requ~ted that the County repeal 
Ordinance 2006-60, which established the District, in a letter·dated April25, 2014; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Sections 189.062 and 190.046, Florida StatUtes, the County is 
required dissolve a community development district declared inactive by the Department and 
repeal the enabling ordinance; and 

'WHEREAS; it is the intention of the County to not undertake or accept any financial 
obligations, operating or maintenance responsibilities, or any other obligations of the District; 
and 

WBERE.AS, the County desires to dissolve the District, subject to the terms and 
conditions set forth in·tbis Ordinance. 

BE IT ORDAJNED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF ST. 
JOHNS COUNTY: 



SECTION 1. The above recitals are adopted as findings of fact in support of this 
Ordinance. 

SECTION 2. This ordinance is enacted pursuant to Chapter 189, Florida Statutes, 
Special Districts, General Provisions and Chapter 190, Florida Statutes, Community 
Development Districts. 

SECTION 3. The Moultrie Creek Community Development District, established by 
Ordinance No. 2006-60, is hereby dissolved, pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 189 and 
Chapter 190, Florida Statutes. 

SECTION 4. Ordinance No. 2006-60, which established the Moultrie Creek Community 
Development District, is hereby repealed. The Clerk is d~cted to place Ordinance 2006-60 into 
the list of repealed ordinances. 

SECTION 6. Nothing in this Ordinance shall be construed as acceptance by St Johns 
County of any financial obligations, operating or maintenance responsibilities, or any other 
obligation of the District. · 

SECTION 7. Notwithstanding any provision of this Ordinance, no portion of any impact 
fee ordinance, concurrency provision, building code, comprehensive plan or any land 
development regulation shall be deemed waived or varied by any provision herein. 
Notwithstanding any provision of this Ordinance, no portion of any use restriction, title 
conditions, restrictions or covenants shall be deemed waived or varied by any provision herein. 

SECTION 8. If any provision of this Ordinance or the application thereof is finally 
determined by a court of competent jurisdiction to be illegal, invalid or unenforceable, such 
provision shall be deemed to be severable and the remaining provisions shall continue in full 
force and effect provided that the illegal, invalid or unenforceable provision is not material to the 
logical and intended interpretation of this Ordinance. 

SECTION 9. This Ordinance shall take effect upon a certified copy being flied with the 
Florida Department of State. 

PASSED,AND ENtxTED by the Board ofCounty Commissioners ofSt Johns County, 
Florida this d&_ day of ~ , 2015. 



THE ST. AUGUSTINE RECORD 

NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING TO CONSIDER THE DISSOI.UTION ,OF 
:'MOULTRIE CRBI!K ~ONIMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DI.STRICT 

NOTICE IS HI!RI!BY GIVEN that a pUblic hearing will be held on TuesllaY, 
March J, 2015 at 9100 a.m; by the St. Johns County Board of County Comml~ 
slone., In the County Audltorlu(l'l, County AdmlnlslraHon Building, 500 Sail 
Sebastian VIew, ·st. Augustine, Florida, to consider the dls.alutlon Df the • 
Moultrie Community' Development Olsti·lct, with the fallawlng·styled ordl· · 
~e:• . . ~. . . 

1 AN OR,OINANCE OF THE COUNTY OF St. JOHNS, STATE OF, FLO~ IDA, 1 
t. DIS'SOLVING THE MOULTRIE CREEK COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT , I 
. .'DISTRICT• PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 189 AND CHAPTER 190, FLORI OA I 

STATUl'ES;.REPEALING ORDINANCE NO. 2CICIUO!:PROVIDINO A DIS· ! 
CLAIMER OF DISTRICT'OBLIGATIONS; PRQVIDING A SEVE~ABIL· 

SJC DEVELOPMENT REVIEW 
ATTN:RACHELGARVEY 
4040 LEWIS SPEEDWAY 
SAINT AUGUSTINE FL 32084 

ITY CLAUSE; AND PROVfDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. ' 

.. _.,, ... ,_ .,.,_,. ~munllv'Deveftip- o~strlct Is ~ied west of south 
between Cou-:zty Road 214 ar,d State ~oad 207 

... fiJ.!~:f!IP!.!p<l!~~ 

. i 
Ref.#: L542-15 
P.0 .. #;-~_9.3:-] __ 

PUBUSHED EVERY MOilNING SUNDt\ Y TIIRU SAllJRDA V 
ST. AI,IGUSTINE AND ST. JOHNS COUNlY, FLORIDA 

STATE OF FLORIDA, 
COUNTY OF ST. JO.l:INS 

, This file Is maintained In the P.lamlnll & Zoning Section Df the Growl!\ 'Man· 
agement Department, at the Permit center; 4040 Lewis Si>eed-y, st, 

Before the undersigned authority personally appeared NICOLE CORE Augustlnei Florida, and m~y be, examined by Interested POrtiH pr!or to 
~old public hearing, . . . . .. . 

•. ~~~v appear qt the mntlng and be begrd with respect to 

who on oath says that he/she is an Employee of the St. Augustine Recori· = ::0 . ·' . -: · · · . · · 
' NOTICE TO PERSONS NEEDING·SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS AND TO 
\ · ALL HEARING IMPAIRED PI!RSONSa In accordarice with the Americans • 

a daily newspaper published at St. Augustine in St. Johns County, Flork: ·:r::;.~~~~~l:.~le ~~,P~=:rst::~~~c~~!o~~~t~~s·~;~ 
Cloordlnator at C9D4) 209-0650 or ot the County Administrotlorr Building, soo 

' San Sebelsllcin VIew, St. Augustine, Florida, 32084. . For hecirlng lmpolr~}l 

that the attached copy of advertisement being a NOTICE OF • ._."""' • .,._"'· . ~~':an::-= :J';;\:0 ,!:~~;:'g~rvlce at 1 800 9
" 

8770
• no 

1~ ~an·s da~s 

In the matter of DISSOLVE MOULTRIE CK- HEARING MARC 

was published in said newspaper on 02/20/2015 

. If o person decldl!a to clppeal. any decision' mdde with respect to any ~alter .• 
considered at,fhe meeting or hearing, he or·sbe will need a record of the 
'proceedlngo··anct for auch'purpase he mav need to ensure that a verbatim , 
recanl of the proceedings Ia mode, which record Includes the testlmon\1 and 
evidence' uPOn whl~ appeal.ls to'be biased. 

·,This niatter Ia sub.lect to cavrt ~~- q'uasl-hidlclal ruies of prpcedures. It 
'Is antlclpated.,that one or more county commlsalariers may attel;ld this 

· meetlno; lnterested·parttes should:llmlt contact-wttlrthe·BoarctDf·County · 
· Commissioners or the PlaMIII9 and ZOning Agency' members an·thls toPic, 

.exeeplln compliance with R~lutlon 95-126, to properly noticed pUbll.c hear-,. 

Affiant further says that the St. Augustine Record is a newspaper pub lis 'I::Ss~t\:~Jlg't:~=~~ ~f.1.~~~1r1:,h~f0~1%~'l~~~n1'!1' & .zon-· · 

I 

_at_St..Aq~e,_in said St. Jo@s (::_~l!!J.jy_,£1Qri~ ~d thattl!~_sai~ new,·~~· . · . . ·. · 80~R~Jl~c'i~.~r. 8c~:NM~~~~~~: 
heretofore has been continuously published in said St. Johns County, Fl<flt· . . .. Maullr:Je CreeJ<.C!JIJim~n!~-gr.~g_,~."""'--
each day and has been entered as second class mail matter at the post offlce·in the ......._ ___ -· · ··- -
City of St. Augustine, in said St. Johns County, for a period of one year preceding 
the first publication of the copy of advertisement; and affiant further says that 
he/she has neither paid nor promised any person, finn or corpomtion any discount, 
~bate, commission or refund for the purpose of securing the advertisement for 
publication in the said newspaper. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this __ day of __ FF_ .. R_2_0 _2_01_5 __ 

by Jui?~ 
or who has produced as identification 



Rick Scott 
GOVERNOR 

The Honorable Jay Morris 

., 

fl.ORIDA DEPARTMENT of 
ECONOMIC OPPORT\JNrTY 

April25, 2014 

Chairman, St. Johns County Board of County Commissioners 
500 San Sebastian View 
St. Augustine, Florida 32084 

Jesse Panuccio 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Re: Declaration of Inactive Status of the Moultrie Creek Community Development District 

Dear Chairman Morris: 

The purpose of this letter is to notify the St. Johns County Board of County Commissioners that the 
Moultrie Creek Community Development District (the "'District"), an independent special district 
established by St. Johns County Ordinance 2006-60 pursuant to Chapter 190, Florida Statutes, has 
become inactive. 

The Department of Economic Opportunity (the "Departmenrw) administers Chapter 189, Florida Statutes 
(the Uniform Special District Accountability Act of 1989). The Act charges the Department's Special 
District Information Program with a number of responsibilities regarding special districts, including 
declaring special districts inactive for dissolution under certain circumstances. 

In a letter dated February 18, 2014 (enclosed), the Joint Legislative Auditing Committee notified the 
Department that for fiscal year 2011-12, the District did not file Its required Annual Financial Report with 
the Department of Financial Services and, if applicable, an Annual Financial Audit Report with the 
Auditor General. As a result, the Committee adopted a motion to direct the Department to take action 
pursuant to sections 189.4044 or 189.421, Florida Statutes. 

Section 189.421(3), Florida Statutes, requires the Department to file a petition for writ of certiorari with 
the circuit court. However, the District has not designated a registered agent and a registered office as 
required by section 189.416(1), Florida Statutes. Therefore, the Department is unable to serve the 
District with legal documents and must proceed under section 189.4044. Section 189.4044(1)(a}(3}, 
Florida Statutes, requires the Department to declare a special district inactive If it falls to file any of the 
reports listed in section 189.419, Florida Statutes, which includes the Annual Financial Report and 
Annual Financial Audit Report. 

As part of the statutory process for declaring the District inactive, the Department published in the St. 
Augustine Record a required "Notice of Proposed Declaration of Inactive Status of the Moultrie Creek 
Community Development District" on February 27, 2014 (enclosed). This notice required any party 
objecting to the inactive status to file an objection with the Department pursuant to Chapter 120, 
Florida Statutes, within twenty-one (21) days after the date of publication of the notice. The 
Department's agency clerk has verified that the Department did not receive any objections during this 
period. On March 21, 2014, the Department changed the official status of the District from "'active" to 
"inactive." 

Florida Oep<Htment of Ewnornic Oppom.mlty l Caldwell Building l 107 E. Madison Street I Tallahassee, FL 32399 
866.HA.2345 1 850 21lS.7105 I 850.921.3223 Fax 

www.fioridajo~.Qm.l /c1••:tt:,O,;:"i~l.>.·• :.c-.. n~'h-~,~~' j YJQllyt.fil~stR9Qk&om!H,DEO 
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The Honorable Jay Morris 
April 25, 2014 

Page 2 of2 

Section 189.4044(4), Florida Statutes, requires the entity that created a special district declared inactive 
by the Department to dissolve that special district by repealing its enabling laws. Accordingly, please 
repeal St. Johns County Ordinance 2006-60, which established the District, and provide documentation 
of that action to the Department so we can change the status of the District from "inactive" to 
Hdissolved."' The Department has been in contact with Mr. Patrick McCormack, County Attorney, about 

this process. 

Thank you in advance for your assistance with this matter. If you have any questions, please contact Mr. 
Chris Long, Assistant General Counsel, at SSQ-245-7150. 

Jesse Panuccio 

JG/CL 

Enclosures 

cc: Kathryn H. DuBose, Coordinator, Joint Legislative Auditing Committee 
Patrick McCormack, County Attorney, St. Johns County 
Jack Gaskins Jr., Special District Information Program 



DON GAETZ 
PresJde•t of tbe Sea ate 

THE Fi..ORIDA LEGISLATURE 

JOINT LEGISLATIVE AUDITING COMMIITEE 

S.atol' Rab lln4Rq 
Seoatw Alan Hays 

Seutor Jeremy Rille 
Seaator Wiltoa SlmpND 

Representath'e Lake Ray, Chair 
Senator JOieph Abru.r.zo, Vlee Chair 

Mr. Jesse Panuccio, Executive Director 
Department of Economic Opportunity 
107 East Madison Street 
Caldwell Building, Suite 212 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-4120 

Dear Director Panuccio: 

February 18, 2014 

WILL WEATHERFORD 
Speaker of' tbe HoaR 

RcpraeDtative Dapla~te D. Calllpbell 
Reprelnttatlve Gayle B. HamH 
Repnsealath-e Dulel D. RaalerMI 
Rcpre&eatatlve Ray Rodfilae~ 
Represe.tatlve CyoO.ia A. Staffonl 

The Joint Legislative Auditing Committee (Committee) met on February 17, 2014, and discussed 
local governmental entities that have not compJied with the reporting requirements set forth in 
Sections 218.39(1) and 218.32(1)(a), F.S. In accordance with the provisions of Sections 
1 1 .45(7Xa) and 218.32(1 )(f), .F.S., the Committee adopted a motion to take action pursuant to 
Sections 11.40(2), F.S. 

Section 11.40(2), F.S.., provides, in part, that, if the Committee determines one or more local 
governmental entities should be subjected to further state action, the Committee shall: 

• In the case of a special district, notifY the Department of Economic Opportunity that the 
special district has failed to comply with the law. Upon receipt of notification, the 
Department of Economic Opportunity shall proceed pursuant to Sections 189.4044 or 
189.421, F.S. 

Enclosed is a list of special districts that the Committee has determined should be subjected to 
further state action. Accordingly, the Committee requests that the Department of Economic 
Opportunity proceed pursuant to the provisions specified in Sections J 89.4044 or 189.421, F.S. 

keUiryn H. Du&ole, Ceonliaator 
J II Waf Mlldlseu Sti'Ht, Room B76, Claltde Pepper Bulldlag. Tallabusee, Florida 3ll!J9-J400 

Telephone (851} 48'7-4ll0 Fas (1!1) 9l.w667 
jlac@leg.stak.ft.u 



Director Jesse Panuccio 
February 18, 2014 
Page2 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call me at 487-411 0. 

Sincerely, 

k<'o.:ut.UJI~ f-1. ~·-
Kathryn H. DuBose 
Coordinator 

Enclosure 

KD:dw 

cc: The Honorable Jeff Atwater, Chief Financial Officer 
Representative Lake Ray, Chair 
David Martin, Auditor General 
Jack Gaskins, Department of Economic Opportunity 



SPECIAL DISTRICTS THAT DID NOT SUBMIT THE FINANCIAL 
REPORTS REQUIRED BY S. 218.32 AND S. 218.39, F.S. 

LEGEND: 

'""I __ ...;;.x..;;.._ _ ___.l = not yet received 

SPECIAL DISTRICTS (County) 
AFR Audit 

FY 2011·12 

X X(1) 

X X (1) 

Notes: 

(1) The Auditor General's Office was unable to obtain suffiCient Information to determine 
whether the district met the threshold for the requirement of an audit for this fiscal year. 

(2) Currently, the special district has not provided any registered agent or office Information to 
the Department of Ec::onomlc Opportunity. 

2014 Attachment to DEO Letter dated D2182014.xlsK (prepared by JLAC staff) 



THE ST. AUGUSTINE RECORD 

FL DEPT OF ECONOMIC OPPORTUNIT 
CALDWELL 
l 07 E MADISON ST 
TALLAHASSEE FL 32399 

Ref.#: L590-14 
~~fL_Millli..JlUaG;K. _- -· ~- _ 

PUBUSHED EVERY MORI'III'IO SUNDAY n-IRU SATURJ>AY 
ST. AUOUSTINEANDST.JOHNS COUNTY, Pl.OJUOA 

STATE OF FLORIDA, 
COUNTY OF ST. JOHNS 

Before the undersigned authority personally appeared MEGAN BECKER 

who'Onioath.saysthllt.helshe·is 1m: Employee ofthe St. Augustine Record, .·· .. ' . ' ..... .. . .. . ' ... .·: : 

a daily newspaper published at St Augustine in St. Joh~ County, Florida: . . 
that the attached copy of advertisement being a MISC NOTICE· 

In the matter of DECL INACfiVE STATUS- MOULTRIE CREEK CDD. ... .. ·. . 
was published in said newspaper on 02/27/2014 

Affiant further says that the St. Augustine Record is a newspaper published 
at St. Augustine,. in said St Johns County, Florida, and-that the said newspaper 
heretofore has been continuously published in said St. Johns County, Florida, 
each day and has been entered as s~ond class mail matter at the post office in the 
City of St. Augustine, in said St. Johns County, for a period of one year preceding 
the first publication ofthe copy of advertisement; and affiant further says that 
he/she has neither paid nor promised any person, finn or corpora~ion any discount, 
rebate, commission or refund for the purpose of securing the advertis~ent for· 
publication in the said newspaper. 

FEB 2 7 2014 
Sworn to and subscribed before me this day of \ =---- ----------------

(Signature ofNotary Public) (Seal) 

COPY OF ADVERTISEMENT 

I
. IIOTJci op PROPosED 

DECLAil4TtON OJO INACTIV• 
STATUS OF THE MOULTRIE 

Cll.a&IC COMMUNITY 
DI!YELOPMIUIT DISTRICT 

Notice Is IIIVH that tho M11u1tr1e 
Cl'eek Community Develollmont' 

1 D!f_trfct Ube "Diatrlct")=ta~-
1 n .. ,ed by ••• Jahns Caun Ordl· 
. none» 2106oa1 11unuant to r 

Itt, Florlclo •tawt~a. '- -• the 
. crrterloa ape elf led In S•cllan 

119AUC
1
rl (1)(a)3.. Florida Stotu111, 

requ 111 the Deparfmellt of Eco
nomic 0-rtueJtv, Ube "D-rt· 

· ll)8nt") Ia declar. tM Dlllttlct 1-
tJ.... Tile District's .. naral 

-.-..- ~ . ' Mrrttwy II In St •. Jail _County~ _...;.. _. 
- -_IDtllpy ROGdt:~ 
··-J Of Stat• IUCNI 2117. Set lion 

1 11t.4044C•I. F\•rlda Stetutu, 

I re•nllrea !be llllt IY tllot croot&d a _,.., dlltrkt dlcloreclln ve to 
. dlasarvo the special clls~l by 
' re110alln11 lis enabll1111 laws or bY t oiW -I'CIIIf'lote means. 
; T~IM o.P.,tortmeot bertbv ~oflcea rta 
• lnte1 nr~ declare the o\:!:;:::. 11.10c-

l ve entv- 1211 ca csav. 
.otto diiM ,.,bllc:aflon of "'" · Notfce, ·AnY :lttectlpDS must b• 

l .lllecl IIVriiJaftt to Chapter 120, 
_Florida stlltllhl, within ~n• 
. (21) dG)'I al'lw tile date Df publfco- • 

1 · tlon of thla Natlc:t, by first cion . 

i mall or bond-delivery to the 
o.art
1
... mont at Economic DPPort~~o 

I n "' Allencv Clerk. 107 L Madban 
.. llr .. l, MIC eo, Tallohos~ FL , =-~ .=.:r.: .::.ttl:.~ ! lo (ISO) f214UD or by ematJ~ 
; Jpm""&lfNJDedfl§Q AAy~w 
1 .ma:t• \'011 an rDPG~~alte 

Vtt'lfYint that the Clllllplete doc:u-
mtnt wot received br the AIM!:Y · · 
Clerk Prior to tile deadline. The 
Petition must meet the fllln1 
requlromaals c:ontarMd 111 Rule 
21-106..1114, Florlda Admlnlstrptlvo 

: Qlda, llli• lsAa Df material fact 

I - dluuled..!Mn the ll.thlon mtqf 
cam10IY wlifl tJia All!llnrnents of 
Rule Bo14N,:J011 Plorlda Admlnls

l.tralhle Code. lr lava at material 
l. fad ora dl111utad, then tile .,.titian 
~o.mvat comPlY Willi tha requlr .. 

manti of Rule 21·1114.2111, Florida 
Admlnlstratlvw Code. 

4 b 
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• STAH o:: FLORID-'. 

l:tEPARTMENT 10F COMMUNITY AFFAIRS 
"Dedicated to ma1dng Floridc: a better place to call home" 

RICK SCOTT 
Gov~tmor 

The Honorable Anll Hildebrand. 
CJair, Pasco Coumy Board 
of County Commissioners 

7~i30 Little Road 
N=w Port Richey, Florida 34654 

June 21. 2011 

B LLY BUU£TT 
Sf.(!'E'IOlry 

Re: Inactive Status oftht: Hillcrest F'reserve Community Development District 

Dear Commissione:r Hildebrand: 

The Department ofCommw1ity A!Tairs ~t:he ;·Department") admini~ters Chapter 189, 
Eorida Statutes (the Uniform Special District Accountability Act of 1989). This Act charges the 
Department with a number of responsibilities as they relate to special districts, induding 
d1~laring special districts innctive flr dissolution ·mder cenain circumstances. 

The purpose of this letter is to notify th!! Pasco County Board of County Commissioners 
ttat the Hillcrest Preserve Commudty Developr.1ent District (the "District"), an independent 
special district established by Pascc County Ordinance- 07-27, pursumt to Chapter 190, Florida 
s·:atutes, has become inactive and must be dissolved. 

In a Jetter dated May 3, 2011 (enclosed 1, the Joint Legislative Auditing Cmnmittee 
notified the Department that the DiHtrict did not file a required fiscal year 2008-0 ~ Annual 
F-nancial Report and, ifthe threshold was met, a fiscal year 2008-09 AnnuaJ Fimtncial Audit 
R~port. The Committee requested the Depanment to initiate the reporting enforcement 
pmvisions in Section 189.421, Florida Statutes. On May 10, 2011, the District's registered 
agent, Mr. Mark Straley, notified the Department that the district is inactive under Section 
1:19.4044. Florida Statutes, because it does not .have a governing board (email endosed). Sbce 
tl:.e district does not have a governing board, it ·~·ould be futile to attempt to enforce financial 
rtporting, since financial reporting requires action by a governing board. Therefi>re. the 
Department must declare the district inactive. 

On May 19, 2011, the Department publi 5.hed in the Tampa Tribune, Pasco Edition. a 
n:quired .. Notice of Proposed Declf1ration of lna::tive Status of the Hillcrest Presc·rve Community 
:Cevelopment Distlict" (enclosed). This notice required any party objecting to the: inactive status 
t<• file an objection with the Department pursuant to Chapter 120, Florida Statute:;, within 
twenty-one (21) <h1ys after the date of publication of the notice. The: Department did not receive 

'Jo;so; !\HllMARD OAK BOULEVJ\RI:I a l"ALLAHASSEE. fl 323 J9·2100 
8 S 0- 4 8 8-8 4 6 6 ( p) a 8 .; 0- 9 2 1 - C• 7 8 · r:f) D ~ e b ~ i t e: ~n\ w. rl.: .L ~' a I e. f I . u ". 

D C()loMI!l/NITY l'lANNIIIIG 850-486-2356 (p) 85~3)()') O) 1 flORIDA COMMU111nt£S TRUS1 830-922-2207 (pi 85(). )21·1 7<17 in II 
D HOUSINC AND t:OMMUNITY DfVUOIM£NT 85')-11111.7!1.>6 lpl a50-922·;623)f, D 



TIe Honorable Ann Hildebrand, Ch lir 
Pasco County Board of County Commissioners 
June 21, 20.11 
Page2 

any objections. Thc:refore, on June I 0, 20 11, the Depa1tment changed the status c f the District 
from "active" to "inactive." 

Section 189.4044(4}, Floridf. Statutes, rc:quires ::he entity that created a sp(·cial distric~: 
declared inactive to dissolve that spc:cial distric1: by repealing its enabling laws. Accordingly, 
plt:ase repeal Pasco County Ordinance 07-27, which established the District. A:fkr the Board of 
County Commissioners takes this action, please provide a copy of the dissolution ordinance to 
th'~ Department so we can change the status of the District from .. inactive" to ''dissolved." The 
Dc:partment has be(:n in contact with Ms. Elizabeth Blair, Senior Assistant Coun~' Attorney, 
cc ncerning this process. 

Thank you in advance for assistance with this matter. If you have any questions, please 
ccntact me at iack.gaskins@dca.state.fl.us or SS(c-922-1457. 

~~i::u:erely, 1 :· . _ 

' , ...... pg/ /. /'-.~ J,j 
'- ,r '·:~ . I X iA ~...... t/L/ 
-~--- .;;~;r,· ~. ~&~-- ·-/-' . 

I i \, -1 
// Jad~ Gaskins Jr. /' F SF~TlAL DISTRICT INFORMATION PROGRAM 

' JG 

Enclosures 

cc: Mr. John Gallagher, Pasco County Admi::Jistrator 
Mr. Jeffrey Steinsnyder, CoJJnty Attomt~' 
Ms. Elizab(:th Blair, Senior Assistant County Attorney 
Ms. Debbie White, Joint Legislative Auditing Committee 
Mr. Mark Straley, Registered Agent, Hillcrest Preserve Community Deve .opment District 
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Rick Scott 
GOVERNOR 

The Honorable Ted Schrader 

DE~ 
I"LORIOA DEPARTMENT 'If 

ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY 

December 12, 2014 

Chairman, Pasco County Board of County Commissioners 
8731 Citizens Drive 
New Port Richey, Florida 34654 

Jesse Panuccio 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Re: Declaration of Inactive Status ofthe Valley Oaks Community Development District 

Dear Chairman Schrader: 

The Department of Economic Opportunity (the uDepartment") administers Chapter 189, Florida Statutes 
(the Uniform Special District Accountability Act). This Act charges the Department's Special District 
Accountability Program with a number of responsibilities as they relate to special districts, including 
declaring special districts inactive for dissolution under certain circumstances. 

The purpose of this letter is to notify the Pasco County Board of County Commissioners that the Valley 
Oaks Community Development District (the "District''), an independent special district established by 
Pasco County Ordinance 07-01, pursuant to Chapter 190, Florida Statutes, has become inactive within 
the meaning of Section 189.062, Florida Statutes, and must be dissolved by the County .. 

·In a letter dated Aprll15, 2014 (enclosed), the District's registered agent, Mr. Brian Lamb, notified the 
Department that the District has taken no action for two years or more. Mr. Lamb requested the 
Department to declare the special district inactive and indicated that his staff will publish the required 
newspaper notice. The Department provided the required language for the notice and asked Mr. Lamb 
to let the Department know the date of publication. 

On April 30, 2014, Mr. Lamb's office published the enclosed "Notice of Proposed Declaration of Inactive 
Status of the Valley Oaks Community Development District'' in the Pasco Times. This notice required any 
party objecting to the inactive status to file an objection with the Department pursuant to Chapter 120, 
Florida Statutes, within twenty-one (21) days after the date of publication of the notice. 

Although it would have been ideal if the Department had been notified prior to publication ofthe Notice 
In order to monitor if any objections had been filed, Mr. Lamb's office notified the Department on 
December 1, 2014 that his office published the notice. Following the notification, our legal office 
researched records from April and May 2014 and concluded no objections to the inactive status were 
filed with the agency clerk. On December 8, 2014, the Department changed the official status of the 
District from "active" to "inactive." 

Section 189.062(4), Florida Statutes, requires the entity that created a special district declared inactive 
to dissolve that special district by repealing its enabling laws. Accordingly, please repeal Pasco County 
Ordinance 07-01, which established the District, and provide documentation of that action to the 
Department so we can change the status of the District from "inactive" to "dissolved." The Department 

Florida Department of Economic Opportunity I CaldweH Building Jl07 E. Madison Street I Tallahassee, FL 32399 
· · 866,FlA.2345 I 850.245.7105 I 850.921.3223 Fax 

www.f!orida!obs org I WWW.twitter.comlfLOEO I www.facebook.com/FLDEO 

·'· 

An equal opportunity employer/program. Au>dllary aids and seiVk:es are illlailable upon request to Individuals with disabilities. All vok;e 
telephone numbe<s on this document may be reached by persons usingffi/TDD equipment via tile Aorida Relay Service at 711. 



The Honorable Ted Schrader 
December 12, 2014 

Page 2 of2 

has been in contact with Mr. Jeffrey Steinsnyder and Ms. Elizabeth Blair in the County Attorney's Office 

about this process. 

Thank you in advance for your assistance with this matter. If you have any questions, please contact Mr. 

Aaron C Dunlap, Assistant General Counsel, at 850-245-7150. 

Enclosures 

cc: Brian Lamb, Registered Agent 
Jeffrey Steinsnyder, Pasco County Attorney 
Elizabeth Blair, Assistant Pasco County Attorney 



,,, VALLEY OAKS ~-·· 

-. CL COMMUNITYDK\TELOPMENT DISTRICT . . ~-
4$~·~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

J!J.iSttjct Office+ 5680 W. Cypress S!reet + Suite A+ 'l'~a., Florida 33607 + (813) 397-5121+:.Jl..a.'(:-{Bl3) 873-7[]0 
•f ~.olo. __c:. :. ~ 

Apri115.._2014 

~ ~~J~;. -
Departmento~i:onomic Opportunity 
Division of Coi'I~rplirity Development 
Special District Information Program 

····""-- / 

7013 2250 0001 9888 5618 

107 E ly.{adison Stre~MSC-400 ' 
~-'-- Tallah'iisSee, FL9?.399~65{)8 _·, \ 

,...Dear Mr. Gaskins: _... , -. 
/ 

' __ ,_ ':fhe pili;pose ·0Lthis'letter is-to -satflify the statutory-notification requfrement for the- >•· 
Department ot"Eco:Qonuc Opportunity to request inactive status for the Valley Oaks 

··-. ·--

-!r • • 

'Community Developmen,tPistrict. f 
.... -· .. 
'·· 

Per the Flaritk ·statutes Section 189.4044 (Special Procedures for Inactive Dlstrlcts), the registered 
agellJ.!nust notify tM Department of Ecprwmic Opportunity (DEO) in writing tj one of the follav.ring 
criteria is met: 

... 
1} The Di.rflilit.:has taken no action for two (2) or more year.;; 

' , 2) The Dfi'tfict hqs not had a governing board or the Choir of the Board fail:s to _j:.espond to the 
• DE(:J"sfnqldry within twenty-one (21) days; ·· · -· · 
;;;f. Tbe D'EG. detilimines that the District has fiziled to file any of the required reports listed in s. 

"-""" '•1.'89.419,· . .. 
4) ' The District has not had a ·registered o.ffice and agent on file with the DEO for one {I) or more 

years; · ·· · · ~ 
r 5) The governing body provides documentatioiJ- to the DEO that it has wUznimousQ: adopted a 

resolution declaring the special d~. inat;Jlve. '\ 
. . . _,.,..,./.- .... .· _____, 

I, as the Distriqt{ registered agent, attest that the District has taken no action for tW~ (2) 
years or mozy~· In addition, the District has a zero annual fee balance with the- DEO due 
to the fees being waived prior to the deadline each year, per ygur attach_etl email with 
Don Robinson from Meritus Districts. ' 

-. _ ... • - '0. -- -n - -- - ,,, ' 
Staff will advertise the petition for inactive status v,rj.th a widely-circulated newspaper 
withlli. Pasco County. Staff will also send tj;te petition to the Chaii"ofthe CBD Board via 
certified mall. Staff anticipates that tWenty-one (21) days will elapse from the 
publication ~te and that no administrative appeals will be filed. This will satiszy the 
:final requirement of the District fq_r_ina_pti.ve status. w~ understand that the propelrt¥.JLJ::::.·. 
assets are subject to legal process foi: payment of any debts of the ·district. . - -~· ~ . . ·...... : .. ,. -

•/ 
Please feel free to contact me wHh any questions or concerns. 

.... ,. 
--..... 

· .... 
,· 

.. ~., .• 
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Pasco Times 
Published Daily 

Port Richey, Pasco County, Florida 

STATE OF FLORIDA } 
COUNTY OF Pasco S.S. 

Before the undersigned authority personally appeared L. 
Phillips who on mdh says that he/she is Legal Clerk of the Pasco 
Times, an edition of 1he Tampa Bay Times a daily newspaper 
published at Port Richey, in Pasco County, Florida; that the 
attached copy of advertisement, being a Legal Notice in the 
matter RE: Ntc Of Proposed Declaration Of Inactive Statuli 
was published in said newspaper in the issues of Cl.as&ified 

Pasco, 4/30/2014. 
Affiant further says the said Pasco Times, an edition of the 

·Tampa Bay Times is a newspaper published at Port Richey, in 
said Pasco County, Florida: and that the said newspaper has 
heretofore been continuously published in said Pasco County, 
Florida:, each day and has been entered as second class mall 

.. matter at the post office in Port Richey, in said Pasco County, 
Florida:, for a period of one year next preceding the frrst 

. publication of the attaclled copy of advertisement, and affiant 
further says that he /she has neither paid nor promised any 
person, fum or corporation any discount, rebate, commission or 
re for the paue of securing this a.dvertisement for 
p lica in 1he s 'd ews . . . 

. .... 

Sworn to and subscribed before me 
this 30th day of April AD.2014 

Personally lalown ~ or produced indentification 

Type ofindentification produced ________ _ 

NOTICE OF PROPOSED DECLARATION 
. OF INACTIVE STATUS OF THE 

VALLEY OAKS 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT 

~Jr'lJ:~.tv,:'~~~= ,i"::rclunlty Development blstrfct (the 
07-<11, pursuant to C~ 190 Fl ld st ct established by Pasco COu~ Ordinance 

~~~~t1!~~~~~~;~~~?A:r!i~~~i~5~1~" 
=3~~r:re~d~.;:~~~~~ot:J:;II'i'JsR~=·otus 
statutes. requires tf1e entltvthatcru~d as eclat diStnct ~-'!. .-4044(4), florida 
dissolve the special district by repealing Its !'oabltng laws 'b'illl!doth Inactive to means. or Y erapproprlate 

'rhe oeportin~· ereby notices Its Intent to de t th 
(21) eaten dar d after the date of pub neat ton" ~Is ~~ct Inactive twenty-one 
be llled.purs to Chlljlter 120 Florida statutes;Withl Any obJections must 
the - ot publlc:atton o • matr • (21) days after 
rJ='lt=~~p tofhe 
to (850) 921-mo or by ematl 
responsible for verlf)'lr>; that the complete docum 
Cieri< prtor

1
to the deadline. The petition must meet t COnta!/10<1 n Rule 28-106,104. Florida Admtnlstrathie eo 0 

fact are diSJ>uted, then the petition must complY W!th th • -!~ 15~~ erial 
106.301, Floiida Aclmtnlstratlve Code. n Issues ol materia'~ ;;o't-rem~ ·~ of Rule 28-
==~~.\:With the requirements of Rule 2B·l06.20l~.;h~llt8d, then the 

Run date: 4/30)2014 1004150166 





• ST.I',TE OF FLORIDA 

[tEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AFF:AIRS 
"'Dedicated to making Florida a better place to call home" 

CHARLIE CRIST 
Govemor 

The Honorable Mike Haridopolos 
President, Florida Senate 
409 The Capitol 
404 South Monroe Street 
Ta.llabassee, Florida 32399-1100 

1l1e Honorable Dean Cannon 

December 13:2010 

Speaker, Florida House of Representatives 
420 The Capitol 
402 South Monroe Street 
Tullahassee, Florida 32399-1300 

THOMAS G. PELHAM 
Secretary 

Re: Declaration of Inactive Status of the Sunny lsies Reclamation 
and Water Control Board 

Dear Mr. President and Mr. Speaker: 

The Department of Community Affairs (the ·'Det:amnent") administers me Uniform 
SJ.ecial District Accountability Act of 1989 (Chapter 189, Florida Statutes). This Act charges 
tb~ Department with a number of responsibilities as they relate to special dis::ricts. These 
re;)ponsibilities .include declaring special districts inactive for dissolution under certain 
circumstances and notifying the Speaker of the House of Representatives and the Prtsident of the 
Smate of this action to authorize the Legislature to dissolve the district by repealing the special 
laws reported. 

On October 26, 2010, Mr. Jeffrey R. Miner, Registered Agent for the Sunny Isles 
Rt:clamation and Water Control Board (the "District"), notified the Department tha1 the District, 
an independent special district located in Broward and Miami-Dade Counties, has taken no 
action for two or more years and should be declared inactive under Section 189.4044. Florida 
Stltutes. 

2555 SHUMARD OAK BOULEVARD a TALLAHASSEE, FL 32399~;l100 
850·48t•-8466 (p) D 850-921-0781 (I) a WE-bsite: www.dCcl.~late.fl.us 

a COMMUNITY l'lANNING 450-48&-23561!>) ~4fl&.3l09lll p flORIDA COMM~I""IIS TIUST IIS(I.922·220:• lp) 8>Q-!121·1?!17lQ D 
a HOUSINC AND COMMUNITY DEVILOP'MENT IIS(I..483-79St. ·PI a.;o.92H623 10 D 



Tt..e 11onorable Mike Haridopolos 
TI.e Honorable Dean Cannon 
Dt:cember 13, 2010 
Page2 

To declare the District inactive, the Department published a "Notice uf Proposed 
Dt:claration of Inactive Status of the Sunny lsles Reclamation and Water Control Board" in the 
Ml'ami Herald on November 11, 2010. This notice required any party objecting to declaring the 
District inactive to file an objection with the Departmen1 pursuant to Chapter ),20, Florida 
Statutes, within twenty-one (21) days after the date of publication of the notice. The Department 
did not receive any objections. Therefore, on December 3, 2010, the Department changed the 
District's status fi·om "active" to "ina~ive." 

Section 189.4044(3), Florida Statutes, provides that a declaration of inactive status is 
su::ticient notice as required by Section 10, Article III of the State Constitution to ~.uthorize the 
Legislature to repeal an~ special laws so reported. The District was established by a Circuit 
Cc•urt Decree of the 11 Judicial Circuit on August 29, 1966 as authorized by Chapter 298, 
Florida Statutes (1966). The Department has found precedents for the Legislatur~e dissolving 
sp~ial districts established by Circuit Coun Decrees under the authority of Chapter 298, Florida 
Statutes (see Chapter 2001-303, Laws of Florida). 

Please do not hesitate to contact Ms. Leslie Anderson-Adams, Assistant General Counsel, 
at 850-488-0410 if you have any questions or need further assistance. 

Sincerely yours~ 

j .-'\ i: • 

.... : i\;1', J ':)'..c'~t.J~ .• A..~ _.,..,} 

Thomas G. Pelham 
Secretary 

TGP/jg 

cc: Mr. Jeffiey R. Miner, Registered Agent, Sunny Isles Reclamation 
and Water Control Board 

Mr. Jack Gaskins Jr., Special District Inf(,rmation Program 


