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Link below takes you to the Commissioner's Testing Investigation Report (28 pages) and the 
Appendices ( I 02 pages) 
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Executive Summary 

In late 2014 and early 2015, Commissioner Stewart conducted a thorough and comprehensive 
investigation of all standardized assessments used in school districts. 

The first step in conducting this investigation was to survey districts on the standardized assessments 
they give. In December 2014, a template was sent to each district to record the following: 

• What district-level, standardized assessments are given 
• What student decisions are based on test results (e.g., promotion, course grade, progress 

monitoring; includes additional district uses of statewide, standardized test results) 
• Why students are required to take the test 
• What grade levels or groups of students take the test 
• Whether test information is provided to teachers, parents, and/or students 
• How much time is given for the test on how many days 

• How often and when the test is given 
• In what format the test is given (computer, paper, or other) 

Information was returned in January 2015 to assist the commissioner in completing the investigation 
and this report, including district-level, standardized assessments that may be summative or interim in 
nature, and used for benchmarking or progress monitoring. Neither formative assessments nor teacher
developed or teacher-selected assessments are included in the report. District summaries were drafted 
by department staff and returned to each district for additional verification. District summaries can be 
found in Appendix F. 

To give the district information context, this report also provides information on Florida's statewide, 
standardized assessment program and the state-required use of results. 

This report is organized in the following manner: 
1. Recommendations 
2. Purpose and Value of Assessments 
3. Assessment Definitions 
4. History of Florida's Statewide, Standardized Assessment Program 
5. Impact of Florida's Education Reforms on Student Achievement 
6. Statewide, Standardized Assessments- Requirements and Uses 
7. Federal Assessment Requirements 
8. local Assessment Requirements 
9. Summary of District Information 
10. Appendices 
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Recommendations 

Florida has a strong, established statewide, standardized testing program that measures student 
progress and provides useful information to educators and parents. During the course of the 
commissioner's investigation, the department identified several places where the state requirements 
should be reduced. In order for Florida to move forwa rd with fewer, better assessments, the 
commissioner recommends enacting the following four measures: 

1. Issue an Executive Order to suspend the Grade 11 Florida Standards Assessment (FSA) for 
English language arts until legislation is enacted to eliminate the mandate. 

• Since students meet their English language arts graduation requirement upon 
completion of the grade 10 assessment, the Grade 11 FSA for English language arts is no 
longer needed. 

2. Enact legislation to eliminate the Postsecondary Education Readiness Test (PERT) as a state 
mandate for grade 11 and make it optional. 

• The department believes that the PERT current practice should continue as an option 
for students in high school and loca l colleges. 

• Rigorous standards and increased graduation requirements are in place to ensure 
college and career readiness upon high school graduation. 

3. Enact legislation to eliminate the current progress monitoring requirements. 
• The department believes current state requirements are overly prescriptive and 

progress monitoring decisions should be left at the district level. 

4. Enact legislation to eliminate local final exams in courses/subjects where there is also a 
statewide, standardized end-of-course exam. 

• Current statewide end-of-course assessments are Algebra 1, Algebra 2, Geometry, U.S. 
History, Biology 1, and Civics. 

Further, the commissioner urges districts to consider the following recommendations: 

1. Give no more than one school-wide or district-wide interim assessment per course/subject 
per grading period. Interim assessments are administered at certain times during the school 
year, and can be used to predict a student's ability to succeed on a summative assessment or to 
diagnose student learning gaps. 

2. Don't test students for the sole purpose of evaluating teachers. It is important to recognize the 
contribution of teachers in students' learning. Students already take tests to determine whether 
they know their subject matter and districts should use information from these tests to help 
gauge teacher performance. 

3. Provide teachers, parents, and students with information about how students are doing on 
each assessment used to monitor student progress. Teachers, parents, and students deserve to 
know how well students are grasping the content they are taught. For parents, this information 
can be a sign that their child could benefit from additional assistance, while teachers may use 
the information to adapt their lessons to meet students' needs. 
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Purpose and Value of Assessment 

The primary purpose of Florida's K-12 assessment system is to measure students' achievement of 
Florida's education standards. The Florida Standards were developed and implemented to ensure that 
all students graduate from high school ready for success in college, career, and life. Assessment supports 
instruction and student learning. Assessment results help Florida's educational leadership and 
stakeholders determine whether the goals of the education system are being met. Assessments help 
Florida determine whether we have equipped our students with the knowledge and skills they need to 
be ready for careers and college-level coursework. Assessment allows us to answer key questions such 
as: 

• "Are we teaching what we think we are teaching?" 
• "Are students learning what they are supposed to be learning?" 
• "Is there a better way to teach the subject, thereby promoting better learning?" 

Florida's educational assessments also provide the basis for student , school, and district accountability 
systems. Assessment results are used to determine school and district grades which give citizens a 
standard way to determine the quality and progress of Florida's education system. Assessment results 
are also used in teacher evaluations to measure how effectively teachers move student learning 
forward. While assessment plays a key role in Florida's education system, it is important to remember 
that testing is not an end in itself, but a means to an end. Florida's assessment and accountability efforts 
have had a significant positive impact on student achievement over time. Some of these positive 
impacts are highlighted later in the report. 
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Assessment Definitions 

In order to ensure a common understanding of terminology used in discussing assessments, some key 
terms are defined in this section. 

Assessment Categories 

For the purposes of this investigation, K-12 student assessments fall into three broad categories: 

1. Statewide, standardized assessments 
2. State-required, locally determined assessments 
3. District-required, locally determined assessments 

Definitions of these categories are provided below. 

Statewide, standardized assessments 

By statute, Florida's statewide, standardized assessment system is composed of comprehensive 
assessments in English language arts in grades 3-11, comprehensive assessments in mathematics in 
grades 3-8, and end-of-course (EOC) assessments in Algebra 1, Geometry, Algebra 2, Biology, U.S. 
History, and Civics. The statewide, standardized assessments also include the Florida Alternate 
Assessment (FAA), which measures academic achievement of students with significant cognitive 
disabilities. These assessments are all summative, which means that they are used to evaluate student 
mastery of Florida's academic standards at or near the conclusion of the course of instruction. EOC 
assessments are factored into students' course grades. 

State-required, locally determined assessments 

Also by statute, districts are required to administer local assessments that measure student mastery of 
course content at the necessary level of rigor for the course. These summative assessments are to be 
provided for all subjects and grade levels not measured under the statewide, standardized assessment 
program. These assessments may factor into student course grades. 

District-required, locally determined assessments 

Districts may require other assessments not explicitly called for in state statute. These may be additional 
summative assessments, or these may be interim assessments. Interim assessments are administered at 
certain times during the school year, and can be used to predict a student's ability to succeed on a 
summative assessment or to diagnose student learning gaps. Interim assessments can also be used in 
progress monitoring, which is the process used to determine whether a student's academic 
performance is improving, at what rate it is improving, and how effective instruction has been. These 
assessments may factor into student course grades. 
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Additional Assessment Definitions 

"Testing Time" vs. "Testing Window" 

There is often confusion regarding the time that an individual student spends taking tests, as compared 
to the time that districts allot for all district and state testing to be completed for all students. This 
difference is more fully explained below. 

Testing Time: Testing time is the amount of time individual students are given to respond to test items 
on each test. While Florida's statewide, standardized assessments allow a generous amount of time for 
students to respond to test items so that they may fully demonstrate what they know and can do, the 
total amount of time spent on statewide tests is no more than five to ten hours each year for the vast 
majority of students. 

Testing Window : A testing window is the range of dates during which districts and/or schools may 
choose to administer a given assessment. The state determines a general testing window for statewide, 
standardized assessments, and districts then select more specific timeframes for schools to administer 
tests to students. Districts may choose to administer tests in as many or as few days as needed during 
the testing window to address district-specific considerations such as holidays, seasonal breaks, device 
availability, or other district factors. 
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History of Florida's Statewide Assessment Program 

Florida's focus on educational assessments and accountability began well before the first administration 
of the FCAT, which occurred in 1998. Key events in the state's efforts to improve student achievement 
are described in the following condensed chronology. This summary outlines the origin of the student 
assessment and school accountability systems in Florida and how these efforts have changed over time. 

1970s and 1980s 

• Florida began administering statewide assessments in the 1970s. 

• Nation's first graduation test was authorized in 1976, and implemented first with the graduating 
class of 1983 (minimum competency test). 

1990s 

• Florida Writing Assessment Program was administered for the first time to fourth-graders in 
1992, expanding to eighth-graders in 1993 and tenth-graders in 1994. 

• Identification of critically low-performing schools began in 199S, based on norm-referenced test 
scores in grades 4 and 8; writing scores in grades 4, 8, and 10; and results from the High School 
Competency Test in grade 11. 

• FCAT was first administered in Reading (grades 4, 8, and 10) and Mathematics (grades S, 8, and 
10) in 1998. 

• A-F School Grades were first issued in 1999, based on FCAT performance in the assessed grade 
levels and subjects, as well as additional indicators including dropout rates, attendance, and 
student discipline. 

• learning gains data were not yet available, and not part of School Grades from 1999 to 2001. 

2000s 

• FCAT Reading and Mathematics were expanded to grades 3-10 in 2001, allowing for the 
calculation of annual student learning gains. 

• In 2002, the criteria for School Grades was expanded to include student learning gains and 
learning ga ins of the lowest-performing students (the low 2S%L with SO% of the grade based on 
student achievement and SO% based on learning gains. 

• Passing of the Grade 10 FCAT Reading and Mathematics exams (standards-based assessments) 
became a requirement for high school graduation beginning with the class of 2003. 

• In 2003, FCAT Science was administered for the first time- once in elementary, once in middle, 
and once in high school. 

• In 2007, School Grades were expanded to include science performance and the learning gains of 
the low 2S% in mathematics. 

2010s 

• In 2010, School Grades for high schools were expanded to include acceleration, graduation 
rates, and college readiness. 

• In 2011, Florida transit ioned to FCAT 2.0, assessments developed to measure mastery of the 
Next Generation Sunshine State Standards. 

• Florida EOC assessments began with Algebra 1 in 2011, and expanded to Geometry and Biology 
1 in 2012, U.S. History in 2013, and Civics (middle school course) in 2014. 

• In 2012, School Grades incorporated performance from FCAT 2.0 and EOCs for the first time. 

• In 2014-1S, Florida is transitioning to the Florida Standards Assessments, which measure 
mastery of the Florida Standards. 
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Impact of Florida's Education Reforms on Student Achievement 

Through the administration of assessments, parents, the public, and educators are able to identify the 
areas in which students are excelling and the areas in which students are struggling. Since t he 
implementation of statewide assessment and accountability reforms, Florida has seen an increase in 
student achievement. 

On the FCAT, Florida's students increased their performance over time to meet more rigorous 
standards. Between 2001 and 2011, the percent of students in grades 3-10 scoring at or above grade 
level on the FCAT Reading assessment increased 15 percentage points from forty-seven (47) percent to 
sixty-two (62) percent. Even though more rigorous standards and assessments were put into place with 
FCAT 2.0 in 2011, the percent of students in grades 3-10 scoring at or above grade level on the FCAT 2.0 
Reading assessment was fifty-eight (58) percent, which is still11 percentage points higher than in 2001 
under the previous assessment. 

Exhibit 1: Student reading performance increased over t ime 

80% 

60% 61% 62% 62% 
57% 58% ...... _ ... 

50% 
52% ::>-'"0 - -

47% 47% --rr~~ 
~ .JV/< 

70% 

60% 

50% 
~ ~ 

40% 

30% - -
20% 

10% 

0% 

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 

~FCAT Reading ---FCAT 2.0 Reading 

9 



Between 2001 and 2011, the percent of students in grades 3-8 scoring at or above grade level on the 
FCAT Mathematics assessment increased 18 percentage points f rom forty-nine (49) percent to sixty
seven (67) percent. Once again, even though more rigorous standards and assessments were put into 
place with FCAT 2.0 in 2011, the percent of students in grades 3-8 scoring at or above grade level on the 
FCAT 2.0 Mathematics assessment was fifty-six (56) percent, which is still seven percentage points 
higher than in 2001 under the previous assessment. 

Exhibit 2: Student mathematics performance increased over time 
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Florida has also seen increases in nationally recognized assessments, such as the National Assessment of 
Educational Progress (NAEP). The 2013 NAEP Reading results show that since 2003, Florida's fou rth- and 
eighth-grade students have increased the percentage scoring at or above basic in readi ng by 12 and nine 
percentage points respectively, compared to a five-percentage-point gain by the nat ion's fourth-graders 
and a t hree-percentage-point gain for eighth-graders. The 2013 NAEP Mathematics results show t hat 
since 2003, Florida's fourth- and eighth-grade st udents have increased their overall mathematics scores 
by eight percentage points, surpassing their national counterparts. 

Exhibit 3: NAEP Reading percentage at or above Basic 

Percentase 
Point 

2003 2013 Chanse 
Florida - Grade 4 63% 75% 12% 

Nation - Grade 4 62% 67% 5% 

Florida- Grade 8 68% 77% 9% 

Nation - Grade 8 72% 77% 5% 
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Exhibit 4: NAEP Mathematics percentage at or above Basic 

Percentase 
Point 

2003 2013 Chanse 
Florida -Grade 4 76% 84% 8% 

Nation - Grade 4 76% 82% 6% 

Florida -Grade 8 62% 70% 8% 

Nation -Grade 8 67% 73% 6% 

One aspect of student achievement that Florida has focused on in recent years is facilitating greater 
access to college-level coursework, such as Advanced Placement (AP) courses, for high school students. 
Florida has seen an increase in both participation and performance on AP examinations. For instance, 

80,175 high school seniors graduating in 2013 took at least one AP exam. Students scored at level3 or 
higher (score needed to earn college credit) on 41,149 exams. By comparison, in 2003, only 32,566 high 
school seniors took at least one AP exam, with only 19,452 scoring a 3 or higher. As the data show, more 
graduates took and succeeded on AP exams in 2013 than in 2003. 

Exhibit 5: Florida has increased high school students' participation and performance on AP exams 

2003 2013 Increase 
Number of students taking AP exams 32,566 80,175 47,609 

Number of students with at least one 
score of 3+ 19,452 41,149 21,697 

All three of these examples (FCAT to FCAT 2.0, NAEP, and AP) highlight Florida's commitment to 
increasing student achievement; in addition, these results illustrate that every time Florida has raised 
the bar, Florida's students have met and exceeded expectations. 
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Statewide, Standardized Assessments- Requirements and Uses 

As described in previous sections, Florida's statewide, standardized assessment program has a lengthy 
history and has proven invaluable in increasing student achievement and advancing the state's 
accountability goals. The purpose of this section is to provide more information regarding state 
statutory and State Board of Education rule requirements related to assessment, the use of assessment 
results, and the statewide assessment program itself. To provide some initial context , the tables below 
show the number of schools and students tested from summer 2013 through spring 2014. 

School Type Number of Schools Tested 

Elementary 1,860 

Middle 609 

Senior High 946 

Combination (e.g., K-6, 7-12, 
463 

K-12, etc.) 

TOTAL 3,878 

Grade level Number of Students Tested 
(includes both paper-based 
and computer-based tests) 

3 210,795 

4 201,074 

5 197,846 

6 197,191 

7 207,279 

8 210,640 

9 210,324 

10 214,491 

11 175,921 

12 61,242 

Retake 6,992 

TOTAL 1,893,795 

This section is organized as follows: 
• Overview of all state statutes and State Board of Education rules governing the statewide 

student assessment program, 
• Overview of the primary statutory authority for the statewide student assessment program, and 
• Details regarding the scope and nature ofthe Florida Standards Assessments, FCAT 2.0 

assessments, and Next Generation Sunshine State Standards assessments that are required 
under this authority. 

12 



Overview of State Statute and State Board of Educat ion Rules Governing the Statew ide Student 
Assessment Program 

The following table provides an overview of the Florida Statutes (F.S.) and State Board of Education rules 
(Florida Administrative Code, F.A.c.) t hat govern Flo rida's statewide assessment system, including t heir 
uses. Following the table, additional detail is provided regarding the required accountability uses for 
students, teacher, schools, and districts. 

Statewide, Standardized Assessments -Statutes and Rules 

Assessment Assessment Citation Required Use Required Use Citation 
Statewide Assessment s. 1008.22, F.S. Thi rd Grade Retention; s. 1008.25, F.S. 

Program (includes Rule 1.09422, F.A.C. Student Progression; Ru le 6A-1.094221, 
FCAT, FCAT 2.0, FSA, Ru le 1.0943, F.A.C Remedial Instruction; F.A.C. 

EOCs, FAA, Concordant Rule 1.09432, F.A.C. Reporting Requirements Rule 6A-1.094222, 
Scores) Ru le 1.094223, F.A.C. F.A.C. 

Middle Grades s. 1003.4156, F.S. 
Promotion 

High School Standard s. 1003.4282, F .S. 
Diploma 

EOC Assessments as s. 1003.4282, F.S. 
30% of Course Grade s. 1008.22, F.S. 

School Grades s. 1008.34, F.S. 
Rule 6A-1.09981, F.A.C. 

School Improvement s. 1008.341, F.S. 
Rating Rule 6A-1.099822, 

F.A.C. 
District Grades s. 1008.34, F.S. 
Differentiated s. 1008.33, F.S. 
Accountability Rule 6A-1.099811, 

F.A.C. 

Teacher Evaluation s. 1012.34, F.S. 
Opportunity Scholarship s. 1002.38, F.S. 

Comprehensive English s. 1003.56, F .S. English for Speakers of Rule 6A-6.0902, F.A.C. 
Language Learning Other Languages (ESOL) Rule 6A-6.0903, F.A.C. 

Assessment (CELLA)- Exit Rule 6A-6.09021, F.A.C. 
measures the English 

language acquisition of 
English Language 

Learners 

Postsecondary s. 1008.30, F.S. College Readiness Rule 6A-10.0315, F.A.C. 
Education Readiness Coursework 

Test (PERT)- requ ired 
of selected 11th-

graders to determine 
college and career 

readiness and 12th-
grade course placement 
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Statewide, Standardized Assessments -Statutes and Rules 
Assessment Assessment Citation Required Use Required Use Citation 

Preliminary SAT s. 1007.35, F.S. Inform Course 
{PSAT)/Preliminary ACT Placement 
{PLAN)- administered 

by each public high 
school to all 10th-grade 

students, though the 
parent has the 

opportunity to exempt 
his/her child from 

PSAT/PLAN 

Kinderga rten Screening s. 1002.69, F.S. VPK Readiness Rates Rule 6M-8.601, F.A.C. 
- required for all 

kindergarten students 
within the first 30 days 
of the school year to 

determ ine the 
readiness and 

performance of VPK 
providers 

National Assessment of s. 1008.22, F.S. National and State 
Educationa l Progress Comparisons 

(NAEP)- administered 
to a sample of students 
in selected grade levels 

every other year 

Department of Juvenile s. 1003.52, F.S. DJJ Accountability New rule under 
Justice (DJJ) Assessment Rule 6A-6.05281, F.A.C. development 

- measures student 
learn ing gains and 

student progress while 
a student is in a juvenile 

justice education 
program 

State-Required Uses of Statewide, Standardized Assessment Results 

Accountability for Students 

• A student must earn a Level 2 (out of 5) on the Grade 3 English language arts assessment to be 
promoted to grade 4. 

o Six good cause exemptions are provided by law. 

• A student must pass the Grade 10 English language arts assessment to graduate from high 
school with a standard diploma. 

o Students may satisfy this requirement by earning a concordant score on 
SAT or ACT. 

• A student must pass the Algebra 1 EOC to graduate from high school with a standard diploma. 
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o Students may satisfy this requirement by earning a comparative score on PERT. 
• A student enrolled in a course with a statewide, standardized EOC must take the assessment, 

and the resu lts must count as 30% of the student's course grade. 
• A student that does not meet the required levels of performance on the assessment must be 

provided with additional diagnostic assessments and must participate in progress monitoring 
throughout the year. 

Accountability for Schools and Districts 
• The achievement and learning gains of students on the statewide, standardized assessments are 

used to determine school grades, district grades, and school improvement ratings for alternative 
schools. 

• Schools identified as schools in need of improvement based on student performance must 
provide progress monitoring. 

Accountability for Teachers 
• For teachers teaching courses associated with the statewide, standardized assessments, the 

results are used to measure student learning growth and included in the " performance of 
students" portion of the teacher's evaluation. 

Primary Statutory Authority for the Statewide Student Assessment Program 

The primary statutory authority that addresses Florida's statewide student assessment system iss. 
1008.22, F.S. Per this statute, and as described in earlier sections, the primary purpose of the student 
assessment program is to provide student academic achievement and learning gains data to students, 
parents, teachers, school administrators, and district staff. Also per statute, assessment data are to be 
used by districts to improve instruction; by students, parents, and teachers to guide learning objectives; 
by education researchers to assess national and international education comparison data; and by the 
public to assess the cost benefit of the expenditure of taxpayer dollars. As with a number of other 
statutes, s. 1008.22, F.S., requires the State Board of Education to adopt rules to further define 
provisions of the statute. 

Key components of s. 1008.22, F.S.: 

• Participation in the statewide assessment program is mandatory for all students and for all 
districts, except in rare instances as noted below. 

• The statewide, standardized assessment program must be aligned to the state content 
standards and must be administered in the following subjects and grade levels: 

o English language Arts Grades 3-11, 
o Mathematics Grades 3-8, 
o Science Grades 5 and 8, and 
o EOC assessments in Algebra 1, Geometry, Algebra 2, Biology 1, U.S. History, and Civics. 

• Requires five achievement levels for all statewide assessments, with Ieveil being the lowest 
and level 5 being the highest. 

• Prohibits districts from suspending instruction for the sole purpose of practicing administration 
of statewide tests. 

• Sets requirements for testing schedules, earliest test administration dates, and required 
reporting dates. 
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• Includes provision for the Florida Alternate Assessment (FAA) to be administered to certain 
students with disabilities, as determined by an individual educational plan (IEP) team. 

• Includes provision for exemption from participation in statewide assessments for certain 
students with medical complexities. 

• Provides the opportunity for students to meet graduation requirements through the use of 
concordant scores for Florida Standards Assessments and comparative scores for EOC 
assessments. 

• Sets requirements for local assessments (this topic is addressed in this report in a separate 
section on local assessments). 

Florida Standards Assessments, FCAT 2.0 Assessments, and Next Generation Sunshine State Standards 
{NGSSS) 

The standardized assessments administered statewide to all students in the selected grades and 
subjects described ins. 1008.22, F.S., are the Florida Standards Assessments, FCAT 2.0 assessments, and 
NGSSS EOC assessments. This section describes the general scope and nature of these assessments, 
including: 

• Testing time, testing windows, and testing schedules 
• A historical comparison of testing time 

• Transition to computer-based testing 
• Exemptions for students with medical complexities 

• Opportunities for retakes and for concordant and comparative scores 

2014-15 Statewide Testing Time and Testing Windows 

The following tables show the total amount of testing t ime per student, and the time allotted to districts 
(testing window) to administer the assessments listed below. The terms "testing time" and "testing 
window" are addressed in the assessment definitions section of this report. The complete schedule of 
testing windows for 2014-15 is found at http://info.fldoe.org/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-
7047/dps-2014-81a.pdf and in Appendix B. 

• Florida Standards Assessments English language arts Grades 3-11, 

• Florida Standards Assessments Mathematics Grades 3-8, 
• FCAT 2.0 Science Grades 5 and 8, 
• FCAT 2.0 Reading Retake, 

• Florida Standards EOC assessments in Algebra 1, Geometry, Algebra 2, and 

• NGSSS EOC assessments in Biology 1, U.S. History, and Civics. 
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Florida Standards Assessments (FSA) 

English Language Arts (ELA) -
Writing and Reading Components Mathemat ics 

Total 

Total Hours per Grade Total School Days in Hours 
Days of l evel Testing Window Days of per 

Grade Testing Per Grade Testing Per Grade Totai SchooiDaysin 
level Student Writing* Reading Writing Reading level Student l evel Test ing Window 

3 2 N/A 2.67 N/A 15 3 2 2.67 15 

4 3 1.5 2.67 10 15 4 2 2.67 15 

5 3 1.5 2.67 10 20 5 2 2.67 20 

6 3 1.5 2.83 10 20 6 2 3 20 

7 3 1.5 2.83 10 20 7 2 3 20 

8 3 1.5 2.83 10 20 8 2 3 20 

9 3 1.5 3 10 20 

10 3 1.5 3 10 20 

11 3 1.5 3 10 20 

*The FSA ELA Writing Component Test is comprised of one, 1.5-hour session, which is the amount of time represented in 
~his chart. However, students may have up to 2 hours to complete their work, if needed. 
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Days of Testing Total Hours Total School Days in Current Testing 
Per Student Per Assessment Window 

Florida Standards EOC Assessments1 

Algebra 1 2 3 20 

Geometry 2 3 20 

Algebra 2 2 3 20 

FSA EOC assessments are comprised of two, 1.5-hour sessions, which is the amount of time represented in this chart. 
However, students may have up to one-half of a regular school day to complete each session, if needed. 

2 

Next Generation Sunshine State Standards (NGSSS) EOC Assessments 

Biology 1 1 2.67 25 

Civics 1 2.67 25 

U.S. History 1 2.67 25 

NGSSS EOC assessments are comprised of one, 2.67-hour session, which is the amount of time represented in this chart. 
However, students may have up to one regular school day to complete the assessment, if needed. 

NGSSS Assessments 

Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test• (FCAT) 2.0 

Days ofTesting Total Hours Total School Days in Current Spring 
Per Student Per Assessment Testing Window 

Reading Retake 2 3 10 

Grade 5 Science 2 3 20 

Grade 8 Science 1 3 20 

Comparison of 2007-QS, 2013-14, and 2014-15 Testing Times 

The table below shows the difference in testing time among three selected years. The comparison with 
2007-08 is included because that was the last year when performance tasks (questions that are not 
multiple-choice responses) were included in selected grades in both Read ing (grades 4, 8, and 10) and 
Mathematics (grades 5, 8, and 10), and it was also the last year that the state administered a norm
referenced test (NRT) in grades 3-10 to compare the academic performance of Florida's students with 
the performance of other states. The inclusion of performance tasks and the NRT both increased testing 
time. While the Florida Standards Assessment English language arts Reading Component and Florida 
Standards Assessment Mathematics assessments are slightly longer than FCAT 2.0 and NGSSS EOC 
assessments, the primary reason that 2014-15 assessments are longer than the previous year is the 
addition of the Florida Standards Assessment English language arts Writing Component in grades 4-11. 
In 2013-14, the FCAT 2.0 Writing prompt was administered in grades 4, 8, and 10 only, and required 
students to w rite in response to a short prompt w ith no accompanying text. Students were allotted 60 
minutes for this task. In the Florida Standards Assessment English language arts Writing Component, 
students have up to two hours to read two or three text selections, and respond to a prompt based on 
those selections. This writing task requires students to analyze the text, organize a response, cite 
evidence based on the text to support their response, and attend to the conventions of standard English 
grammar and usage. This task is aligned to the expectations of Florida's writing standards and will 
encourage improved writing instruction. Assessing writing at each tested grade helps ensure that t here 
is an emphasis on evidence-based w riting each year in order to better prepare students for college and 
careers. 
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Number of Days Total Hours Per 
Grade level 

ofTesting Grade level 

2007-08 2013-14 2014-15 2007-08 2013-14 2014-15 

3 5 4 4 6.5 4.67 5.33 

4 7 5 5 9.25 5.67 6.83 

5 7 6 7 9.17 7.33 9.5 

6 3 3 5 6.33 4.67 7.3 

3 
7 3 3 5 6.33 4.67 7.3 

3 

8 5 5 6 11.75 8.33 10 

3 4 4 2.33 
9 3 2 3 6.17 4.5 

3 4 4 3.33 
10 4 3 3 9.92 4.5 

3 
N/A 3 2.5 N/A 4.5 11 1 

3 
This grade is likely to have at least one EOC assessment that could add 1-2 days and 2.67-3 hours per assessment and 

administration (four administrat ion opportunities per year). 
4 
This includes a mathematics assessment for grades 9 and 10. 

See Appendix A for the testing times for other statewide assessments. 

Statewide, Standardized Assessment Schedule 

Statute requires the Commissioner of Education to establish schedules for the administration of 
assessments and t he reporting of student assessment results. 

• By August 1 of each year, the commissioner must notify each district in writing and publish on 
the department's website the assessment windows and reporting schedules for, at a minimum, 
the school year following the upcoming school year. 

• The assessment and reporting schedules must provide the earliest possible reporting of student 
assessment results to the districts. Results must be reported annually no later than the week of 
June 8. 

• Schedules are posted at http://www.fldoe.org/accountability/assessments/k-12-student
assessment/assessment-schedules.stml and the 2014-15 schedule is in Appendix B. 

Computer-Based Test ing Transition 

Section 1008.22, F.S., requires that assessments be delivered online, and the department has been 
gradually phasing them in since 2011 to assist districts with managing this transition with respect to 
obtaining the necessary infrastructure, bandwidth, and number of devices needed for digital instruction, 
all of which form a primary focus of the stat e's educat ional technology st rategy. Additionally, t he Florida 
Standards Assessment English language arts Writing Component is computer-based in grades 8-11, but 
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remains paper based in grades 4-7 to give schools and districts time to instruct students in proper 
keyboarding techniques as required in the Florida Standards. 

The complete computer-based transition schedule can be found at 
http:ljinfo.fldoe.org/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-7048/dps-2014-81b.pdf and in Appendix C. 

Since 2010-11, every district certified that it was ready to administer the computer-based tests, and 
each year, all computer-based testing has been completed successfully. The table below shows this 
transition and the number of computer-based assessments administered each year. 

School Districts Online 

School Year Subject Area and Grade-Level Assessments Certlfylna Readiness Assessments 
Delivered Online for Computer-Based Delivered 

Testlna Successfully 
• FCAT Grade 10 Mathematics 

2010-11 All All 
• Algebra 1 EOC 

Prior year online assessments, with the addition of: 

2011-12 
• FCAT 2.0 Grades 6 & 10 Reading 

All All 
• Geometry EOC 

• Biology 1 EOC 
Prior yea rs' online assessment s, with the addition of: 

• FCAT 2.0 Grades 7 & 9 Reading 
2012-13 All All 

• FCAT 2.0 Grade 5 Mathematics 

• U.S. History EOC 

Prior years' online assessments, with the addition of: 

• FCAT 2.0 Grade 8 Reading 
2013-14 

• FCAT 2.0 Grade 6 Mathematics 
All All 

• Civics EOC 

Additional online assessments include: 

2014-15 • FSA Grades 5 & 11 in English language arts TBD 
Testing begins in 

• FSA Grades 7 & 8 in Mathematics March 2015 

• FSA Algebra 2 EOC 

Our districts have already administered online assessments successfully this school year, using both 

American Institutes for Research (AIR) and Pearson platforms. As in past years, districts confirm their 

readiness annually through the use of the computer-based testing certification process. The 

certification process helps schools and districts ensure in advance that there are sufficient 
technology resources to successfully conduct all testing within each testing window. District staff 

reviews each school's readiness, works with school personnel to resolve issues, and submits to the 

department a certification of readiness that is signed by the superintendent. 

In addition to the district certification process, there is also an infrastructure trial that provides an 
opportunity for districts and schools to prepare for the operational computer-based assessment 
administrations by simulating test-day network utilization, determining any school or district issues, and 
confirming that all workstations that will be used for testing can run the appropriate software. 
Infrastructure trials and the training resources needed to conduct them are offered to districts, and will 
be completed in the coming weeks. 
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Each yea r, there are risk mitigation strategies in place to ensure the successful administration of all 

statewide, standardized assessments. The primary strategy used to mitigate against any type of large

scale system failure is to ensure in advance that schools and districts certify that they are ready with the 

necessary infrastructure, bandwidth, and devices, and to ensure that the contractors' systems are 

capable of delivering the assessments effectively and efficiently. AIR, who will be delivering the vast 

majority of online tests this year, has dedicated a robust system with mechanisms built in for 

contingencies, and this capability has been proven both in formal load tests and operational testing. 

Last school year, AIR delivered nearly 17 million online tests to nearly six million students in 26 states. A 

formal load test was conducted in December, which showed that AIR's server capacity will be sufficient 

to allow students to load and navigate test questions with no delays. For routine issues that happen in a 

classroom or school, contractors' systems are designed to handle these situations. For example, if a 

student's device breaks or if a school loses internet connection or power, the student's work is saved 

and he or she may continue when testing resumes. Florida's statewide online tests are designed to 

maintain security and validity in the event offailures. Just as the system is designed for contingencies in 

schools and districts, the contractors' test delivery systems are ready for contingencies in the event of 

failures of the servers delivering the test. Many servers are involved in delivering the tests and 

components of the system are backed up, as is student data. 

Exemption 

The State Board of Education adopted the rule for exemptions for students with medical complexities at 
its November 2014 meeting. Rule 6A-1.0943, F.A.C., is available at 
https ://www. flru les. org/gateway/ruleN o.asp ?id=6A-1.0943. 

Retake Opportunities; Concordant and Comparative Score Opportunities 

For a student who does not meet the graduation requirement for the Grade 10 English language arts 
assessment or the Algebra 1 EOC, retake opportunities are offered at least until the student's cohort is 
scheduled to graduate. For students who are taking the Grade 10 English language arts assessment 
and/or the Algebra 1 EOC for the first time, they will receive a score linked back to last year's 
assessments in order to determine if the graduation requirement has been met. Additionally, for as long 
as students in this cohort take retakes, the linked score will still apply. Once standards are set on the 
new assessment later in 2015, the linked passing score will be converted to the new scale, and that will 
become the student's new "alternate passing score." This alternate passing score will remain in place 
until he or she passes or obtains a passing concordant or comparative score. In other words, these 
students will always be held to the same standard of the linked score and would not be required to 
meet the new, possibly higher passing score that later cohorts will need to meet. 

In Rule 6A-1.094223, F.A.C., the State Board of Education adopted concordant scores on the SAT and 
ACT for FCAT 2.0 and comparative scores for the Algebra 1 EOC in the summer of 2013. These 
concordant and comparative scores provide other opportunities for students to demonstrate that they 
have the necessary knowledge and skills in order to earn a standard high school diploma. The 
concordant and comparative scores will remain in place through the transition to the new assessment 
until the State Board of Education adopts new concordant and comparative scores, likely in 2016. This 
ensures that, until new concordant and comparative scores are approved, students attempting to meet 
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graduation requirements through these avenues will be treated fairly and will be held to the same 
standard as students in recent years. 
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Federal Assessment Requirements 

Federal laws and regulations [Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), Section 1111(b)(3) and 
(7), and the Code of Federal Regulations (Title 34)) provide requirements that states must follow 
regarding academic assessments and English language proficiency assessments (see Appendix D). The 
federal government requires that: 

• States must assess students' proficiency in, at a minimum, mathematics, English language arts or 
reading, and science. 

• The same assessments must be used to measure the academic achievement of all children. 

• The academic assessments must be aligned to the state's academic standards. 

• The state must demonstrate that the assessment is of sufficient quality to be used for the 
purposes intended. 

• Reasonable accommodations must be provided for students with disabilities as needed to 
measure the academic achievement of these students. 

• States must provide for one or more alternate assessments for a child with a disability if the 
child's IEP team determines the child cannot participate in the statewide assessments, even with 
appropriate accommodations. 

• English language learners must be assessed and be provided accommodations to the extent 
needed to yield accurate data on what these students have achieved. 

• States must annually assess the English proficiency of all students with limited English 
proficiency. 

The table on the next page shows how Florida uses statewide assessments to satisfy federal assessment 
requirements. 
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State and Federal Testing requirements in Florida for K-12 Public School Students 
Indicates Assessments Students for Promotion or Graduation 

Compiled by Florida House of Representatives Staff 
STATE LAW REQUIRES FEDERAL LAW REQUIRES 

• Statewide standardized English language arts (grades 3-11) and math assessments (grades 3-8, Algebra I & 
Geometry) since 2001; and a science assessment in {grades 5, 8, and Biology I} since 2003. These assessments form 
the basis of our school accountability system. The Florida Alternate Assessment offered as an alternative to the Florida 
Standards Assessment for co2nitivelv imoaired students. 

• Since 1999, school districts must use local assessments, for each course not assessed under the statewide 
assessment program, to measure student performance, calculate learning gains, and evaluate instructional personnel. 
Districts may use statewide assessments, other standardized assessments, industry certification assessments, district
developed or district-selected end-of-course assessments, or teacher-selected or principal-selected assessments. 

• Administration of the Postsecondary Education Readiness Test (PERT} to 11th graders not meeting college-ready 
standards on state assessments. 

Shading: 

Florida Kindergarten Readiness Screener must be 
administered to each kindergarten student within the first 

3D school 

Student performance in reading, writing, moth and science 
must be assessed at each grade level. 

Florida Standards Assessment 

Florida Standards Assessment 

Florida Standards Assessment/PERT 

Measurement of student 
performance based upon grade 

level standards 

Algebra I EOC 
Geometry EOC and Algebra II EOC 

also satisfy Federal moth 
requirement. 
PERT(111h) 

• Beginning with t he 2005-06 school year, English language arts and math 
assessments in grades 3-8 and once in high school; and a science assessment 
once in grades 3-5, 6-9, and 10-12. 
• Administration of the National Assessment of Educat ional Progress at a 
sample of schools in grades 4 and 8, every other year. 
• Administration of the Comprehensive English Language learning Assessment 
to certain students identified as English language learners. 

Biology I EOC 
satisfies federal 

science 
requiremen t. 

Civics 

EOC 

U.S. History 
EOC 

Abbreviations: 

EOC-End of Course Assessment 
FeAT-Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test 

Required by state law: locally selected assessment Required statewide assessment Required by state and federal law 
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Local Assessment Requirements 

Local assessments have for many years been an important part of school, and anyone who has attended 
school- public or private- has taken some form of local assessment, and likely has taken many. The 
requirements for local assessments have been in statute since 1999, and were updated in 2011 to align 
with new requirements for teacher evaluation systems and to provide more specificity regarding local 
assessments. 

Statutory language- specifically s. 1008.22, F.S. {see Appendix E)- requires that there be a local 
assessment that measures student mastery of the course content, and the assessment must be as 
rigorous as necessary to meet the intent of the course. It is critical to note that local assessments are 
the responsibility of the districts. 

As provided for ins. 1008.22, F.S., districts have wide latitude in selecting or developing local 
assessments, and these may include: 

1. Statewide assessments. 
2. Other standardized assessments, including nationally recognized standardized assessments. 
3. Industry certification assessments. 
4. District-developed or district-selected end-of-course assessments. 
5. Teacher-selected or principal-selected assessments. 

The local assessments described above are not restricted to traditional multiple-choice or paper/pencil 
assessments. Rather, they may include a wide variety of formats, including, but not limited to project
based assessments, performances that are judged by an individual or group, assessments scored using a 
rubric, and practical application assignments, among others. 

For all English language arts, mathematics, science, and social studies courses offered in the district that 
are used to meet graduation requirements and are not already assessed by statewide, standardized 
assessments, the district school board must select or develop the local assessment. For district
developed assessments used to meet this requirement, districts have the latitude to develop them in 
whichever manner meets their needs. 

As required in statute, the commissioner identified methods to assist and support districts in the 
development and acquisition of local assessments. The most comprehensive support is the Florida Item 
Bank and Test Platform. Districts have participated in the development of items, training on the 
creation and uses of high-quality assessments and assessment practices, and in the functionality of the 
bank itself over the last two years. Beginning in summer 2014, districts began using both item bank 
functions {including integration of test items with local item banks and test delivery platforms), and the 
test platform where districts create and administer their own local assessments (both in paper-based 
and computer-based formats). These items are all aligned to Florida Standards and Next Generation 
Sunshine State Standards, or Frameworks in career and technical education, and each district can create 
and use assessments for a variety of purposes based on their instructional needs. Districts report that 
they have replaced older, unaligned student assessments with much improved methods of assessing 
student progress and mastery of Florida content standards. 

In addition, detailed technical assistance documentation on options and best practices for establishing 
learning growth models on local assessments, and best practices for developing and administering local 
assessments have been provided. Department staff continues to provide other technical assistance and 
are available for face-to-face trainings, e-mail support, and phone support. Through the department's 
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Race to the Top grant, a number of districts worked together to develop high-quality local assessment 
items that will benefit instruction for students and teachers. These are available statewide in hard-to
measure subjects such as fine arts, physical education, career and technical education, and for high
enrollment core courses not already covered by statewide assessments. 
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Summary of District Information 

District information indicates there is a wide variation of local assessment offerings among all of the 
districts across the state (see Appendix F). Upon review of the information that districts reported about 
their state- and district -required, locally determined standardized assessments, the department 
observed the following: 

• As indicated by districts, over half of Florida's districts administered at least five or more 
assessments throughout the year, per grade in the grade spans of K-5, 6-8, and 9-12. 

o For grades K-5, counts include the Florida Assessments for Instruction in Reading (FAIR) 
and alternative assessments for third grade promotion, when district s included them. 

o For grades 6-8, this count includes but is not limited to industry certifications and 
district end-of-year assessments. Some districts included industry certifications and end
of-year assessments in their response; others did not. 

o For grades 9-12, this count includes but is not limited to industry certifications, district 
end-of-year assessments, and AP assessments. Some districts included industry 
certifications and AP in their response; others did not. 

o More districts indicated that they assess more frequently in grades 9-12 than in other 
grade levels. 

• The shortest testing time reported for a single administration was a two-minute oral reading 
test. The longest testing time reported for a single administration was a 295-minute SAT-10 
administered over four days. 

• Two districts did not report any assessments at the high school level. 

• A small number of districts reported that they administered five or more computer-based 
assessments in grades K-12. 

o If a district indicated they administered an assessment both on paper and computer it 
was included in the count of computer-based assessments. Also, counts include some 
AP, industry certification, and IB exams. 

• A majority of districts use at least one assessment as part of a student's course grade or course 
completion in grades 6-12. 

• Nineteen districts reported to give at least one assessment for teacher evaluation but did not 
report using that assessment for any student-level decisions such as promotion, course 
grade/completion, or progress monitoring. 

• Eight districts did not indicate that any of their 2014-15 assessments would be used for teacher 
evaluation. One of these districts did note which assessments would be used for teacher 
evaluation in 2015-16 per statutory requirements. 

As part of the investigation, districts were also asked to identify whether they used the results of 
statewide, standardized assessments for any purpose beyond what is required in state law. Many 
districts reported that they use the results of these assessments to inform student placement and 
identify students in need of remediation. Several districts reported that they use the statewide EOC 
assessments to satisfy the local assessment requirement. Several districts reported using statewide 
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assessment results as a factor in promotion and retention, especially at the elementary level. A few 

districts reported unique uses of the statewide assessment results at the local level: 

• Escambia reported that FSA results will be used for school choice eligibility in grades 5 and 8. 

• Flagle r reported using the PERT results as 30% of the course grade for the 12th-grade college 
readiness courses. 

• Gulf reported using the PERT results as 20% of the course grade for 11th- and 12th-grade college 

readiness courses. 

• Hamilton reported using the PERT results as 10% of the course grade for the 12th-grade college 

readiness courses. 

• Orange reported requiring statewide EOC results as 30% of the course grade for all students 

enrolled in the course, regardless of what the statute requires for a given cohort. 
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16 

17 
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19 
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21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

BILL ORIGINAL 

A bill to be entitled 

An act relating to education accountability ; amending 

s . 1001 . 42 , F.S .; revising a requirement for the 

uniform opening date of public schools ; amending s . 

1002 . 20 , F . S .; deleting a provision relating to 

students with reading deficiencies ; amending ss . 

1003 . 4156 and 1003 . 4282 , F . S .; delet i ng provisions 

relating to remediation for certain students ; amending 

s . 1003 . 4285 , F.S .; revising the requirements for the 

scholar designation on high school d iplomas ; amending 

s . 1003 . 621 , F . S .; providing that academically high

performing school districts must comply with the 

provisions relating to the uniform opening date of 

public schools ; amending s . 1008 . 22 , F . S .; providing 

that students in grades 3 through 10 must take the 

statewide , standardized English Language Arts 

assessment ; revising provis i ons relating to the end

of-course assessments ; providing that all students 

enrolled in certain courses must take the statewide , 

standardized end-of-course assessment associated with 

the course ; providing that students who take an end

of-course assessment for a course may not take other 

specified assessments ; providing that specific 

sections of Florida Statutes govern the use of certain 

assessment results for students ; revising provisions 

relating to local assessments ; requi ring all end-of-
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45 

46 

47 

48 

49 

50 

51 

52 

BILL ORIGINAL 

course assessment results be reported by a certain 

date ; providing an exemption for the 2014 - 2015 school 

year ; requiring the Commissioner of Education to 

annually publish a uniform calendar on the Department 

of Education ' s website ; providing calendar 

requirements ; requiring each school d i strict to 

establish an asses sment schedule , approve the schedule 

at a district school board meeting , and publish the 

schedule on the district ' s website ; requiring each 

public school to publish assessment schedules on the 

school ' s website ; providing requirements for the 

calendars ; providing that certain assessments replace 

final assessments in certain courses ; requiring 

teachers and parents be provided the results of 

district-required local assessments within a timely 

manner ; providing for rulemaking relating to the state 

assessment calendar ; amending s . 1008 . 24 , F . S .; 

providing that school districts may use specified 

employees to proctor certain assessments ; amending s . 

1 008 . 25 , F . S .; deleting the requiremen ts of the 

comprehensive student progression plan and requiring 

each district school board to adopt criteria for 

student progression ; providing criteria requirements ; 

revi sing provisions relating to support for certain 

stude n ts and student promotion from grade 3 to grade 

4 ; making technical changes ; amending s . 1008 . 30 , 
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77 
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BILL ORIGINAL 

F . S .; deleting a requirement for certain students to 

be evaluated for college readiness ; amending s . 

1011 . 62 , F . S .; revising the requirements of the 

comprehensive reading instruction provided with the 

research-based reading instruction allocation ; 

requiring the department to regula rly report certain 

findings to the State Board of Educat i on ; Requiring 

the state board to review the effectiveness of each 

school district ' s K- 12 comprehensive reading plan ; 

amending s . 1012 . 22 , F . S .; revising provisions 

relating to school distr icts grandfathered and 

performance salary schedules and salary adjustments ; 

amending s . 1012 . 34 , F . S .; requiring the commissioner 

to publish annually by February 1 certain information 

relating to school district evaluation systems; 

revising evaluation criteria and requirements ; 

revising provisions relating to the measurement of 

student performance ; deleting provisions relating to 

district bonus rewards for performance pay based on 

evaluation progress ; repealing s . 1012 . 3401 , F . S ., 

relating to requirements for measuring student 

performance in instructional personnel and school 

administrator performance evaluations and performance 

evaluation of personnel for purposes of performance 

salary schedule ; amending s . 1012 . 585 , F . S .; requiring 

the commissioner to post the renewal application and 
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BILL ORIGINAL 

79 fees for professiona l certificates on the department ' s 

80 website ; providing that a teacher whose performance 

81 meets certain standards has met the renewal 

82 requi rements ; providing that such teachers must submit 

83 a complete renewal application and fees ; amending s . 

84 1012 . 98 , F . S . ; making technical changes ; providing an 

85 effective date . 

86 

87 Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida : 

88 

89 Section 1 . Paragraph (f) of subsection (4) of section 

90 1001 . 42, Florida Statutes , is a mended to read : 

91 1001 . 42 Powers and duties of distri ct school board . -The 

92 district school board , acting as a board , shall exercise all 

93 powers and perform all duties listed below : 

94 (4) ESTABLISHMENT , ORGANIZATION , AND OPERATION OF 

95 SCHOOLS . -Adopt and provide for the execution of plans for the 

YEAR 

96 establishment , organization , and operation of the schools of the 

97 district , including , but not limited to , the following : 

98 (f) Opening and closing of schools ; fixing uniform date . -

99 Adopt policies for the opening and closing of schools and fix 

100 uniform dates ; however , beginning Hith the 2007 2009 school 

101 year , the opening date for schools in the district may not be 

102 earlier than August 10 14 days before Labor Day each year . 

103 Section 2 . Subsection (11) of section 1002 . 20 , Florida 

104 Statutes, is amended to read : 
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105 1002 . 20 K- 12 student and parent rights .-Parents of public 

106 school students must receive accurate and timely information 

107 regarding their child ' s academic progress and must be informed 

108 of ways they can help their child to succeed in school . K- 12 

109 students and their parents are afforded numerous statutory 

110 rights including , but not limi ted to , the following : 

111 (11) STUDENTS WITH READING DEFICIENCIES . Each elementary 

1 12 sehool shall regularly assess the r eading ability of eaeh K 3 

113 student . The parent of any K 3 student ·,:he eHhibits a reading 

1 14 defieiency shall be iffiffiediately not i f i ed of the student ' s 

1 15 deficiency Hith a description and eHplanation, in terms 

116 understandable to the parent, of the exact nature of the 

117 student ' s difficulty in learning and lack of achievement in 

118 reading ; shall be consulted in the development of a progress 

119 monitoring plan , as deser i bed in s. 1008 . 25 ( 4 ) (b) ; and shall be 

120 informed that the student will be given intensive r e ading 

121 instruction until t he deficiency is corrected . This subseetion 

122 operates in addition to the remediation and notification 

123 provisions contained in s. 1008 .25 and in no way reduces the 

124 righ ts of a parent or the responsibilities of a school d i s triet 

125 under that section . 

126 Section 3 . Subsections (2 ) and (3) of section 1003 . 4156 , 

127 Florida Statutes , are amended to read : 

128 1003 . 4156 General r e quirement s for middl e grades 

129 promotion . -

130 (2) I f a middle grades student s cores Level 1 or Level 2 
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BILL ORIGINAL 

131 on the statevJide, standardized Reading assessment or , ~Jhen 

132 implemented , the English Language Arts ( EL~ ) assessment , the 

133 following year the student must enroll in and complete a 

YEAR 

134 remedial course or a content area course in ·,Jhich remediat i on 

135 strategies are incorpora ted into course content delivery . The 

136 department shall provide guidance on appropriate strategies for 

137 diagnosing and meeting the varying instructiona l needs of 

138 students performing below grade level . 

139 (3) If a middle grades student scores Level 1 or Level 2 

140 on the statmdde , standardized ~gathematics assessment , the 

141 following year the student must receive remediati on , which may 

142 be integrated into the student ' s required mathematics courses . 

143 Sect i on 4 . Subsect ion (5) of section 1003 . 4282 , Florida 

144 Statutes , is amended to read : 

145 1003 . 4282 Requirements for a standard high school 

146 diploma . -

14 7 ( 5) REt48DIATimJ FOR HIGH SCHOOL STUD8NT8 . 

148 (a) Bach year a student scores Level 1 or Level 2 on the 

149 statc·.~idc, standardized grade 9 or grade 10 Reading assessment 

150 or , 'dhcn impl emented , the grade 9 , grade 10 , or grade 11 ElLA 

151 assessment , the student must be enrolled in and complete an 

152 intens ive remedial course the following year or be placed in a 

153 content area course that includes remediat i on of skills not 

154 acquired by the student . 

155 (b) Each year a student scores Level 1 or Level 2 on the 

156 statev;ide , standardized Algebra I SOC assessment, the student 
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157 must be enrolled in and complete an intens ive remedial course 

158 the following year or be placed in a content area course tha t 

159 includes remediation of skills not acquired by the student . 

160 Section 5 . Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section 

161 1003 . 4285 , Florida Statu tes , is amended to read : 

162 1003 . 42 85 Standard h igh school diploma designations . -

163 (1) Each standard high school diploma shall incl ude , as 

YEAR 

164 applicable , the followi ng designations if the student meets the 

165 criteria set forth for the designation : 

166 (a) Scholar designation . -In addition to the requirements 

167 of s . 1003 . 4282 , in order t o earn the Scholar designation , a 

168 student mus t sat isfy the following requirements : 

169 1. English Language r.rts (ELA) . Beginning ·,Jith students 

170 enter ing grade 9 in the 201 4 2015 school year , pass the 

171 statewide , standardized grade 11 ELA asses sment. 

172 1 .~ Mathematics .-Earn one credit in Algebra II and one 

173 credit in statistics or an equally r i gorous course . Beginning 

174 with students entering grade 9 in the 2014 - 2015 school year , 

175 pass the Algebra II and Geometry statewide , standardized 

17 6 assessments . 

177 2 .~ Science . -Pass the statewide , s tandardized Biology I 

178 EOC assessment and earn one credit in che mistry or physics and 

179 one credit in a course equally rigorous to chemistry or physics . 

180 However, a student enrol led in an Advanced Placement (AP) , 

181 International Baccalaureate (IB) , or Advanced International 

182 Certi ficate of Educat ion (AICE) Biology course who takes the 
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183 respective AP , IB , or AICE Biology assessment and earns the 

184 minimum score necessary to earn college credit as identi fied 

185 pursuant to s . 1007 . 27(2) meets the requirement of this 

YEAR 

186 subparagraph without having to take the statewide , standardized 

187 Biology I EOC assessment . 

188 3 .~ Social studies . -Pass the statewide , standardized 

189 United States History EOC assessment . However , a student 

190 enrolled in an AP, IB , or AICE course that includes Uni ted 

191 States History topics who takes the respective AP , IB, or AICE 

192 assessment and earns the minimum score necessary to earn college 

193 credit as identified pursuant to s . 1007 . 27(2) meets the 

194 requirement of this subparagraph without having to take the 

195 statewide , standardized United States History EOC assessment . 

196 4 .~ Foreign language . -Earn two credits in the same 

197 foreign language . 

198 5 .~ Electives . -Earn at least one credit in an Advanced 

199 Placement , an International Baccalaureate , an Advanced 

200 International Certificate of Education , or a dual enrollment 

201 course . 

202 Section 6 . Paragraph (k) of subsection (2) of section 

203 1003 . 621 , Florida Statutes , is redesignated as paragraph (1) , 

204 and a new paragraph (k) is added to that subsection, to read : 

205 1003 . 621 Academically high-performing school districts .-It 

206 is the intent of the Legislature to recognize and reward school 

207 districts that demonst r ate the ability to consistently maintain 

208 or improve their high-performing status . The purpose of this 
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209 section is to provide high-performing school districts with 

210 flexibility in meeting the specific requirements in statute and 

211 rules of the State Board of Education . 

212 (2) COMPLIANCE WITH STATUTES AND RULES . -Each academically 

213 high- performing school district shall comply with all of the 

214 provisions in chapters 1000-1013 , and rules of the State Board 

215 of Education which implement these provisions , pertaining to the 

216 following : 

217 (k) Section 1001 . 42(4) (f) , relating to the uniform opening 

218 date for public schools . 

219 Section 7 . Subsections (7) through (12) of section 

220 1008 . 22 , Florida Statutes, are renumbered as subsections (8) 

221 through (12) , respect ively, subsections (3) , (4) , and (6) are 

222 amended , and a new subsection (7) added to that section , to 

223 read : 

224 1008 . 22 Student assessment program for public schools . -

225 (3) STATEWIDE , STANDARDIZED ASSESSMENT PROGRAM . -The 

226 Commissioner of Education shall design and implement a 

227 statewi de , standardized assessment program aligned to the core 

228 curricular content established in the Next Generation Sunshine 

229 State Standards . The commissioner also must develop or select 

230 and implement a common battery of assessment tools that will be 

231 used in all juvenile j ustice education programs in the state . 

232 These tools must accurately measure the cor e curricular content 

233 established in the Next Generation Sunshine State Standards . 

234 Participation in the assessment program is mandatory for all 

Page 9 of 70 

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions. 

v 



FLORIDA H 0 U S E 0 F REPRESENTATIVES 

BILL ORIGINAL YEAR 

235 school districts and all students attending public schools , 

236 including adult students seeking a standard high school diploma 

237 under s . 1003 . 4282 and students in Department of Juvenile 

238 Just ice education programs , except as otherwise provided by law . 

239 If a student does not participate in the assessment program, the 

240 school district must notify the student ' s parent and provi d e the 

241 parent with information regarding the implications of such 

242 nonparticipation . The statewide , standardized assessment program 

243 shall be designed and implemented as follows : 

244 (a) Statewide , standardized comprehensive assessments . -The 

245 statewide , standardized Reading assessment shall be administered 

2 46 annual ly in grades 3 through 10 . The statewide , standardized 

247 Writing assessment shall be administered annually at least once 

248 at the elementary , middle , and high school levels . When the 

249 Reading and Writing assessments are replaced by English Language 

250 Arts (ELA) assessments , ELA assessments shall be administered to 

251 students in grades 3 through 10 ~ - Retake opportunities for the 

252 grade 10 Reading assessment or , upon i mplementation , the g rade 

253 10 ELA assessment mus t be provided . Students taking the ELA 

254 assessments shall not take the statewide , standardized 

255 assessments in Reading o r Writing . ELA assessments shall be 

256 admini s tered online . The statewide , standardized Mathematics 

257 assessments shall be administered annually in grades 3 through 

258 8 . Students taking a revised Mathematics assessment s hall not 

259 take the discontinued assessment . The statewide , standardized 

260 Science assessment shall be administered annually at least o nce 
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261 at the elementary and middle grades levels . In order to earn a 

262 standard high school diploma, a student who has not earned a 

263 passing score on the grade 10 Reading assessment or , upon 

264 implementation , the grade 10 ELA assessment must earn a passing 

265 score on the assessment retake or earn a concordant score as 

266 authorized under subsection ~ ++t . 
267 (b) End-of-course (EOC) assessments .-EOC assessments must 

268 be statewide, standardized , and developed or approved by the 

269 Department of Education as follows : 

270 1 . EOC assessments for Algebra I , Geometry, Algebra II , 

271 Biology I , U. S . History , and civics shall be administered to 

272 students enrolled in such courses as specified in the course 

273 code directory Statm<ide, standardized BOG assessments in 

274 mathematics shall be adffiinistercd according to this 

275 subparagraph . Beginning with the 2010 2011 school year, all 

276 students enrolled in Algebra I must take the Algebra I soc 

277 assessffient . Except as otherwise provided in paragraph (c) , 

278 beginning ·.:ith students entering grade 9 in the 2011 2012 school 

279 year , a student ·.vho is enrolled in Algebra I must earn a passing 

280 score on the Algebra I EGG assessment or attain a comparative 

281 score as authorized under subsection (8) in order to earn a 

282 standard high school diploma . In order to earn a standard high 

283 school diploffia, a student · .. ·he has not earned a passing score on 

284 the Algebra I EGG assessment must earn a passing score on the 

285 assessment retake or a comparat ive score as authorized under 

28 6 subsection ( 8) . Beginning ·,.·ith the 2011 2012 school year, all 
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287 students enro 1 led in Geometry must take the Geome try BOG 

288 assessment . Niddle grades students enrolled in Ptlgebra I , 

YEAR 

289 Geometry, or Biology I must take the statewide , s tandardized BOG 

290 assessment for those courses and shall not take the 

2 91 corresponding subj eet and grade level state· .. ·ide , standardized 

2 92 assessment . 

293 When a statewide, standardized EGG assessment in Algebra II 

294 is administered , all students enrolled in Algebra II must take 

295 the EGG assessment . Pursuan t to the commissioner's 

296 implementation schedule , s tudent performance on the Algebra II 

297 EGG assessment constitutes 30 percent of a student ' s final 

298 course grade . 

299 2 . StateHide , standardized BOG assessments i n science 

300 shall be administered according to this subparagraph . Beginning 

301 with the 2011 2012 school year , al l students enrolled in Biology 

302 I must take the Biology I BOG assessment . Beginning ;;ith 

303 students enter ing grade 9 in the 2013 2014 school year , 

304 p erformance on the Biology I BOG assessment constitutes 30 

305 percent of the student ' s final course grade . 

306 2 .~ Students enrolled in a course , as specified in the 

307 course code directory , with an associated statewide , 

308 standardized EOC assessment must take the EOC assessment for 

309 such course and may not take the corr esponding subject or grade-

310 level statewide standardized assessment pursuant to paragraph 

311 (3) (a) . Sections 1003 . 4156 and 1003 . 4282 govern the use of 

312 statewide , standardized EOC assessment results for students 
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313 Beginning ·,:ith the 2013 201 4 school year , each student ' s 

314 performance on the state~:i de , standardized middle grades Civics 

315 SOC assessment constitutes 30 percent of the student ' s final 

316 course grad e in civics education. 

317 3 .~ The commissioner may select one or more national l y 

318 developed comprehensive examinations , which may include 

319 e xaminations for a College Board Advanced Placement course , 

320 International Baccalaureate course , or Advanced International 

321 Certificate of Education course , or industry- approved 

322 examinations to earn national industry certifications identified 

323 in the Industry Certification Funding List , for use as EOC 

324 assessments under this paragraph if the commissioner determines 

325 that the content knowledge and skills assessed by the 

326 examinations meet or exceed the grade-level expectations for the 

327 core curricular content established for the course in the Next 

328 Generation Sunshine State Standards . Use of any such examination 

329 as an EOC assessment must be approved by the state board in 

330 rule . 

331 4 .~ Contingent upon funding provided in the General 

332 Appropria tions Act , including the appropriation of funds 

333 received through federal grants , the commissioner may establish 

334 an implementation schedule for the development and 

335 administration of additional statewide , standardized EOC 

336 assessments that must be approved by the state board in rule . I f 

337 approved by the state board , student performance on such 

338 assessments constitutes 30 percent of a s tudent ' s final course 
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339 grade . 

340 5 .~ All statewide , standardi zed EOC assessments must be 

341 administered online except as otherwi se provided in paragraph 

342 (c) . 

343 (c) Students wi th disabilities ; Florida Alternate 

344 Assessment . -

345 1 . Each district school board must provi de instruction to 

346 prepare students with disabilities i n the core content knowledge 

347 and skills necessary for successful grade-to-grade progression 

34 8 and high school graduation . 

349 2 . A student with a disabi l i ty , as defined ins . 1007 . 02 , 

350 for whom the individual educati on p l an (IEP} team determines 

351 that the statewide , standardized assessments under this sect ion 

352 cannot accurately measure the student ' s abilities , taking into 

353 consideration a ll allowable accommodations , shall have 

354 assessment results wa i ved for the purpose of receiving a course 

355 grade and a standard high school diploma . Such waiver shall be 

356 designated on the student ' s transcript . The statement o f waiver 

357 shal l be limited to a statement that performance on an 

358 assessment was waived for the purpose of receiving a course 

359 grade or a standard high school diploma , as applicable . 

360 3 . The State Board of Educat i on shal l adopt rules , based 

361 upon recommendations of the commissioner , for the provision of 

362 assessment accommodations for students with d i sabilities and for 

363 students who have limited English proficiency . 

364 a . Accommodations that negate the validity of a statewide , 
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365 standardized assessment are not allowed during the 

366 administration of the assessment . However , instructional 

367 accommodations are allowed in the classroom if identified in a 

368 student ' s IEP . Students using instructional accommodations in 

369 the classroom that are not allowed on a statewide , standardized 

370 assessment may have assessment results waived if the IEP team 

371 determines that the assessment cannot accurately measure the 

372 student ' s abilities . 

373 b . If a student is provided with instructional 

374 accommodations in the classroom that are not allowed as 

375 accommodations for statewide , standardized assessments , the 

376 d is trict must inform the parent in wri t ing and provide the 

377 parent with informat ion regarding the impact on the student ' s 

378 ability to meet expected performance leve ls . A parent must 

379 provide signed consent for a student to receive classroom 

380 instructional accommodations that would not be available or 

381 permi tted on a statewide , standardized ass essment and 

382 acknowledge in writing that he or she understands the 

383 implications of such i nstructional accommodations . 

384 c . If a student ' s IEP states that online administration of 

385 a statewide , standardized assessment will significantly impair 

386 the student ' s ability to perform, the assessment shall be 

387 administered in hard copy . 

388 4 . For students with significant cognitive disabilities , 

389 the Department of Education shall provide for implementation of 

390 the Fl orida Alternate Assessment to accur ately measure the core 
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391 curri cular content establ i shed i n the Next Generation Sunshine 

392 State Standards . 

393 (d) Implementat i on schedul e . -

394 1 . The Commissioner of Education shall establish and 

395 publish on the department ' s website an implementation schedule 

396 to transition from the statewide , standardi zed Reading and 

397 Writing assessments to the ELA assessments and to the revised 

398 Mathematics assessments , incl uding the Algebra I and Geometry 

399 EOC assessments . The schedule must take into consideration 

400 funding , sufficient field and base l ine data , access to 

401 assessments , instructional al i gnment , and school district 

402 readiness t o admi n i ster the assessments onl i ne . 

403 2 . The Department of Education shall publish minimum and 

404 recommended technology requirements that include specifications 

405 for har dwar e , software , networking , security , and broadband 

406 capaci ty to facilitate school distri ct compl iance with the 

407 requirement that asses s ments be administered online . 

408 

409 

(e) Assessment scores and achievement levels . -

1. All statewide , standardized EOC assessments and 

410 Reading , Wri t i ng , ELA, Mathematics , and Sci ence assessments 

411 shal l use scaled scores and achievement levels . Achievement 

412 levels shall range from 1 through 5 , with level 1 be i ng the 

413 lowest achievement l e vel , level 5 being the h i ghest achi evement 

414 level , and leve l 3 indicating satisfactory performance on an 

41 5 assessment . For purposes o f t he stateHide , standardized Writing 

416 assessment , student a chievement shall be scored using a s cale of 
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417 1 throu gh 6 . 

418 2 . The state board shall designate by rule a passing score 

419 for each statewide , standardized assessment . 

420 3 . If the commissioner seeks to revise a statewide , 

421 standardized assessment and the revisions require the state 

422 board to modify performance level scores , including the passing 

423 score , the commissioner shall provide a copy of the proposed 

424 scores and implementation plan to the President of the Senate 

425 and the Speaker of the House of Representatives at least 90 days 

426 before submission to the state board for review . Until the state 

427 board adopts the modificat ions by rule , the commissioner shall 

428 use calculations for scoring the assessment that adjust student 

429 scores on the revised assessment for statistical equivalence to 

430 student scores on the former assessment . The state board shall 

431 adopt by rule the passing score for the revised assessment that 

432 is statistically equivalent to the passing score on the 

433 discontinued assessment for a student who is requi r ed to attain 

434 a passing score on the discontinued assessment . The commissioner 

435 may , with approval of the state board , discontinue 

436 administration of the former assessment upon the graduation , 

437 based on normal student progression , of students participating 

438 in the fina l regular administration of the former assessment . If 

439 the commissioner revises a statewide , standardized assessment 

440 and the revisions require the state board to modify the passing 

441 score , only students taking the assessment for the first time 

442 after the rule is adopted are affected . 
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443 (f) Ass essment schedules and reporting of results . The 

444 Commissioner of Education shal l establish schedules for the 

445 administration of assessments and the reporting of student 

446 assessment results . The commiss ioner shall consider t he 

YEAR 

447 observance of religious and school holidays Hhen developing the 

448 schedule. By August 1 of each year , the c ommissioner shal l 

4 4 9 notify each school district in v:ri t ing and publ ish on the 

450 department 's Hebsite the assessment and reporting schedules for, 

451 at a minimum, the school year follm.:ing the upcoming school 

452 year . The assessment and reporting schedules must provide the 

453 earliest possibl e reporting of student assessment results to the 

454 school distr icts . Assessment results for the s tatev1ide , 

455 standardized Reading assessments, or upon i mplementation the ELA 

456 assessments, and Mathematics assessments , including the EOC 

457 assessments in Algebra I and Geometry, must be made available no 

4 58 later than the ·.:cck of June 8 . The administration of the 

4 59 state;l'idc, standardized Writing assessment and the Florida 

4 60 Alternate Assessme nt may be no earlier than the · .. ·ce k of Harch 1 . 

461 School districts shall administer asses sments in accordance Hith 

462 the schedul e establ ished by the commissioner. 

463 l!l~ Prohibited activities . -A district school board 

464 shall prohibit each public school from suspending a regular 

465 program of curricula for p urposes of administering practice 

466 assessments or engaging in other assessment- preparation 

467 activities for a s tatewide, standardized a s sessment . However , a 

468 district school board may authorize a public school to engage in 

Page 18 of 70 

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions. 

v 



FLORIDA H 0 U S E 0 F REPRESEN T ATIVES 

BILL ORIGINAL YEAR 

469 the following assessment - preparation activities : 

470 1 . Distributing to students sample assessment books and 

471 answer keys published by the Department of Education . 

472 2 . Providing individualized instruction in assessment-

473 taking strategies , without suspending the school ' s regular 

474 program of curricula , for a student who scores Level 1 or Level 

475 2 on a prior administration of an assessment . 

476 3 . Providing individualized instruction in the content 

477 knowledge and skills assessed , without suspending the school ' s 

478 regular program of curricula , for a student who scores Level 1 

479 or Level 2 on a prior administration of an assessment or a 

480 student who , through a diagnostic assessment administered by the 

481 school district , is i dent ified as having a deficiency in the 

482 content knowledge and skills assessed . 

483 4 . Administering a practice assessment or engaging in 

484 other assessment-preparation activities that are determined 

485 necessary to familiarize students with the organization of the 

486 assessment , the format of assessment items , and the assessment 

487 directions or that are otherwise necessary for the valid and 

488 reliable administrat i on of the assessment , as set forth in rules 

489 adopted by the State Board of Education with specific reference 

490 to this paragraph . 

491 lgl~ Contracts for assessments . -The commissioner shall 

492 provide for the assessments to be developed or obtained , as 

493 appropriate , through contracts and project agreements with 

494 private vendors , public vendors , public agencies , postsecondary 
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495 educational institutions , or school districts . The commissioner 

496 may enter into contracts for the continued administration of the 

497 assessments authorized and funded by the Legi slature . Contracts 

498 may be initiated in 1 fiscal year and continue into the next 

499 fiscal year and may be paid from the appropriations of either o r 

500 both fiscal years. The commissioner may negot iate fo r the sale 

501 or l ease of tests , scoring protocols , test scoring services , and 

502 related materials developed pursuant to law . 

503 (4) SCHOOL PARTICIPATION IN THE STATEWIDE , STANDARDIZED 

504 ASSESSMENT PROGRAM PROGRAHS . -Each public school shall 

505 participate in the statewide, standardized assessment program in 

506 accordance with the assessment and reporting schedules and the 

507 minimum and recommended technology requirements published by the 

508 Commissioner of Education . District school boards shall not 

509 establish school calendars that conflict wi t h or jeopardize 

510 i mplementation of the assessment program. All district school 

511 boards shall report assessment results using as required by the 

512 state management infor mation system . Performance data shall be 

513 analyzed and reported to parents , the community , and the state . 

514 Student performance data shall be used by districts i n 

515 developi ng objectives for the school improvement plan , 

516 eva l uat ing instructional personnel and administrative personnel , 

517 assigning staff , allocating resources , acquiring instructional 

518 materials and technol ogy , implementing performance - based 

519 budgeting, and promoting and assigning students to educational 

520 programs . The analysis of student performance data must also 
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521 ident ify strengths and needs in the educational program and 

522 trends over time . The analysis must be used in conjunction with 

523 the budgetary planning processes developed pursuant to s . 

524 1008 . 385 and the development of remediation programs . 

525 ( 6) LOCAL ASSESSMENT }\SSBSSHB~JTS OF STUDENT PERFORMANCE ON 

526 STATE STANDARDS . -

527 (a) Measurement of student performance is the 

528 responsibility of school districts in all subj ects and grade 

529 levels, except in those s ubjects and grade levels measured under 

530 the statewide , standardized assessment program described in this 

531 section , is the responsibil i ty of the school districts . 

532 (b) BHcept for those sub jects a nd grade l evels measured 

533 under the statmdde , standardized assessment program, beginning 

534 with the 2014 2015 school year , each school district shall 

535 administer for each course offered in the district a local 

536 assessment that measures studen t mastery of course content at 

537 the necessary level of rigor for the course . As adopted pursuant 

538 to State Board of Bducation rule , course content is set forth in 

539 t he state standards required by s . 1003 .4 1 and in the course 

540 description . Local assessments may include : 

541 

542 

1 . StateHide assessments . 

2 . Other standardized assessments , includ ing nationally 

543 recognized standardized assessments . 

544 

545 

3 . Industry certifi cation assessments . 

4. District developed or district selected end of course 

54 6 assessments. 
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5 . Teacher selected or principal selected assessments . 

(e) Each district school board must adopt policies for 

549 selection , development , administration, and scoring of local 

550 assessments and for collection of assessment results. Loca l 

551 assessments implemented under subparagraphs (b) 4 . and 5 . may 

552 include a variety of assessment formats , including , but not 

YEAR 

553 limited to, project based assessments , adjudicated performances, 

554 and practical application assignments. For all English Language 

555 Arts , mathematics, science, and social studies courses offered 

556 in the district that are used to meet graduation requirements 

557 under s . 1002 . 3105 , s . 1003 .4 281 , or s . 1003 . 4282 and that are 

558 not otherwise assessed by statewide , standardized assessments , 

559 the district school board must select the assessments described 

560 in subparagraphs (b)1 . 4 . 

561 (b )-f€1+ The Commissioner of Education shall identify 

562 methods to assist and support districts in measuring student 

563 performance on the state standards by maintaining a statewide 

564 the development and acquisition of assessments required under 

565 this subsection . Hethods may include developing item bank banks, 

566 facilitating the sharing of developed tests or test items among 

567 school districts , acquiring assessments from state and national 

568 curriculum area organizations , and providing technical 

569 assistance in best assessment professional practices . The 

570 commissioner may discontinue t he item bank if the commissioner 

571 determi nes t hat district participation is insufficient for the 

572 sustainability of the item bank of test development based upon 
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573 state adopted curriculum standards , administration , and 

574 security . 

YEAR 

575 (e) Each school district shall establish schedules for the 

576 administration of any d i strict mandated assessment and approve 

577 the schedules as an agenda item at a district school board 

578 meeting. The schoo l d i strict shall publish the testing schedules 

579 on its r,Jebsite, clearly specifying the distr i ct mandated 

580 assessments , and report the schedules to the Department of 

581 Education by October 1 of each year . 

582 (7) ASSESSMENT SCHEDULES AND REPORTING OF RESULTS. -

583 (a) The Commiss i one r of Education shall establish schedules 

584 for the administration of statewide , standardized assessments 

585 and the reporting of student assessment results . The 

586 commi ssioner shall consider the observance of religious and 

587 school holidays when developing the schedules . The assessment 

588 and reporting schedules must provi de the earliest possible 

589 reporting of student assessment results to the school districts. 

590 Assessment results for the statewide , standardized ELA and 

591 Mathematics assessments and all statewide , standardized EOC 

592 assessments must be made available no later than the week of 

593 June 8, except for results for assessments administered in the 

594 2014-2015 school year. School districts shall administer 

595 assessments in accordance with the schedule established by the 

596 commi ssioner . 

597 (b) By August 1 of 2016 and each year thereafter , the 

598 commissioner shall publish on the department ' s website a uniform 
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599 calendar that includes the assessment and reporting schedules 

600 for , at a minimum, the next two school years . The uniform 

YEAR 

601 calendar must be provided to school districts in an electronic 

602 format t ha t allows each district and public school to populate 

603 the calendar with , at minimum, the fol l owing informat ion for 

604 reporting the district assessment schedules a s requi red under 

605 paragraph (c) : 

606 1 . Whether the assessment is d ist r ict- or state-required . 

607 2 . The specific da t e or dates each assessment will be 

608 administered . 

609 3 . The time allotted to admi nister each district- or 

610 s tate-required assessment . 

611 4 . Whether the assessment is computer- or paper-based . 

612 5 . The grade level or subject associated with t he 

613 assessment . 

614 6 . The date the results are expected to be availabl e to 

615 teachers and parents . 

616 7 . The type of assessment , purpose of the assessment , and 

617 the use of the as s e ssment results . 

8 . A glossary of assessment terminology . 618 

619 (c) Each school district shall establish schedules for the 

620 administration of any statewide , standardized assessments and 

621 district- required assessme n t s and approve the s chedules as an 

622 agenda i tem a t a distri ct school board meeting . The school 

623 district shall publish the testing schedules on its website 

624 using the uniform calendar , include all information required 
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625 under paragraph (b) , and submit the schedules to the Department 

626 of Education by October 1 of each year . Each public school shall 

627 publish on its website the schedules for administration of any 

628 statewide , standardized assessments and district-required 

629 assessments using the uniform calendar , including all 

630 information required under paragraph (b) . The school calendar 

631 must be included in the parent guide required by s . 1002 . 23(5) . 

632 (d) A statewide , standardized EOC assessment must be used 

633 as the final , cumulative examination for its associated course . 

634 For a course, subject , or grade level not associated with a 

635 statewide , standardized EOC assessment , a district-required 

636 local assessment may be used as the final , cumulative 

637 examination . No other final , cumulative examinations may be 

638 administered for courses, subjects , or grade levels described in 

639 this paragraph . 

640 (e) A subject - area or grade-level teacher whose student 

641 takes a district-required local assessment must be provided the 

642 student ' s results in a timely manner to infor m instruction . 

643 Results from the assessment mus t thereafter be provided to the 

644 student ' s parent in a timely manner . 

645 (f) The state board shall adopt rules for the development 

646 of the uniform calendar that, at minimum, define terms that must 

647 be used in the calendar to describe statewide , standardized 

648 assessments and district - required local assessments , including 

6 49 the terms summa tive assessment , forma tive assessment , and 

650 interim assessment . 
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651 Sect i on 8 . Subsection (3) of section 1008 . 24 , Florida 

652 Statutes , i s amended to read : 

653 1008 . 24 Test administration and security ; public records 

654 exemption . -

655 (3)~ A school district may contract with qualified 

656 contractors to admi nister and proctor statewide~ standardized 

657 assessments requi red under s . 1008 . 22 or assessments associ ated 

658 with Flor i da approved courses under s . 1003 . 499 , as approved by 

659 the Department of Education in accordance with rules of the 

660 State Board of Education . Assessments may be administered or 

661 proctored by qualified contractors at sit es that meet criteria 

662 established by rules of the State Board of Education and adopted 

663 pursuant to ss . 120 . 536{1) and 120 . 54 to implement t he 

664 contracting requirements of this subsect i on . 

665 (b) School districts may use district employees , such as 

666 education paraprofessionals under s . 1012 . 37 , to administer and 

667 proctor statewide , standardized assessments required by s . 

668 1008 . 22 or assessments associated with Florida approved courses 

669 under s . 1003 . 499 , in accordance wi th this section and related 

670 rules adopted by the state board . 

671 Section 9 . Section 1008 . 25 , Florida Statutes , is amended 

672 to read : 

673 1008 . 25 Public school student progression ; remedial 

674 instruction ; report i ng requirements . -

675 (1) INTENT . -It is the intent of the Legislature that each 

676 s t udent ' s progression from one grade to another be determined , 

Page 26 of 70 

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions. 

v 



FLORIDA H 0 U S E 0 F REPRESENTATIVES 

BILL ORIGINAL YEAR 

677 in part , upon satisfactory performance in English language arts , 

678 social studies , reading, writing, science , and mathematics ; that 

679 district school board policies facilitate student achievement ; 

680 that each student and his or her parent be informed of that 

681 student ' s academic progress ; and that students have access to 

682 educational options that provide academicall y challenging 

683 coursework or accelerated instruction pursuant to s . 1002 . 3105 . 

684 (2) COHPREHEHSIVE STUDENT PROGRESSION -P±:.AN . -Each district 

685 school board shall adopt criteria for student progression from 

686 grade to grade based on student mastery of the standards under 

687 s . 1003 . 41 , specifically in English language arts , mathematics , 

688 science , and social studies . The criteri a must emphasize student 

689 reading proficiency in kindergarten through grade 3 in 

690 accordance with the district ' s K-12 comprehensive reading plan 

691 under s . 1011 . 62(9) and provide targeted instructional support 

692 for students with identified deficiencies in English language 

693 arts , mathematics , science , and social studies . High schools 

694 shall use all available assessment results , including the 

695 results of statewide , standardized English Language Arts 

696 assessments and end-of- course assessments for Algebra I and 

697 geometry , to advise students of any identified deficiencies and 

698 to provide appropriate postsecondary preparatory instruction 

699 before high school graduation . The results of evaluations used 

700 to monitor student progress must be provided to the student ' s 

701 teacher in a timely manner to inform instruction . The resul ts 

702 must thereafter be provided to the student 's parent in a timely 
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703 manner . The criteria must also address acceleration options ; 

704 options for whole-grade and midyear promotion ; early graduation 

705 options; dual enrollment options; the progressive use of digital 

706 tools and applications ; and virtual instruction options . Parents 

707 must be notified of the district ' s progression criteria as part 

708 of the parent guide required by s . 1002 . 23(5) establish a 

709 comprehensive plan for student progression Hhich must : 

710 (a) Provide standards for evaluat~ng each student's 

711 performance , including how well he or she masters the 

712 perfor mance standards approved by the State Board of Educat i on . 

713 (b) Provide specific levels of performance in readi ng , 

714 Hrit ing , science , and mathematics for each grade level , 

715 incl ud i ng the levels of performance on statewide assessments as 

716 defined by the eofflfftissioner, bolo;,· vlhich a student must rece i ve 

717 remediation or be retained within an intensive program that is 

718 different from the previ ous year ' s progra:ffi and that takes into 

719 account the student ' s lear ning style . 

720 (c) Provide appropriate alternative p l acement for a 

721 student >Jho has been retained 2 or more years . 

722 (d)1 . List the student eligibility and procedural 

723 requi r ements established by the school district for ·.:hole g r ade 

724 promotion , midyear promotion , and subject matter accelerati on 

725 that would result in a student attending a different school , 

726 pursuant to s . 1002 . 3105(2) (b) . 

727 2 . Notify parents a n d students of t he school district ' s 

7 28 proces s by ·.vhich a parent may request stud ent participation in 
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729 who l e grade promotion, midyear promotion , or subject matter 

730 acceleration that would result in a student attending a 

731 different school , pursuant to s . 1002 . 310 5 ( 4) (b) 2 . 

732 (e)l . Advise parents and students that additional ACCEL 

YEAR 

733 options may be available at the student ' s school , pursuant to s . 

734 1002 . 310§ . 

735 2 . Advise parents and students to contact the princi pal at 

736 the student ' s school for information related to student 

737 eligibility requirements for ·,·hole grade promotion , mi dyear 

7 38 promotion , and subject matter accelerat i on \Jhen the promotion or 

7 39 acceleration occurs ••ithin the principal ' s school ; virtual 

740 instruction i n higher grade level sub j ects ; and any other ACCEL 

7 41 options offered by the principal , pursuant to s . 

7 42 1002 . 310§ (2) (a) . 

743 3 . Advise parents and students to contact the principal at 

744 the student ' s school for information related to the school ' s 

745 process by which a parent may request student participation in 

7 4 6 v:hole grade promotion , midyear promotion , and sub j ect matter 

747 acceleration when the promotion or acceleration occurs within 

748 the principal ' s school ; virtual instruction in higher grade 

749 level subjects ; and any other ACCEL options offered by the 

750 principal , pursuant to s . 1002 . 310§ ( 4) (b) 1 . 

751 (f) Advise parents and students of the early graduation 

752 options under s . 1003 . 4281 . 

753 (g) List , or incorporate by reference , all dual enrollment 

754 courses contained ~>~ithin the dual enrollment articulation 
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755 agreement established pursuant to s . 1007 . 271(21) . 

756 (h) Provide instruct ional sequences by which students in 

757 kindergarten through high school may atta in progressively higher 

758 levels of ski ll in the use of digital tools and applications . 

759 The instructional sequences must include participation in 

760 curricular and i nstructional options and the demonstration of 

761 competence of standards required p~rsuant toss. 1003. 41 and 

762 1003 .4 203 through attai nment o f indus try certifications and 

763 other means of demonstrating credit requirements identified 

764 under ss . 1002 . 3105, 1003 .4 203, and 1003 .4 282 . 

765 (3) ALLOCATION OF RESOURCES . Dist rict school boards shall 

766 allocate remedial and supplemental instruction resources t o 

7 67 students in the follo· .. ·ing priority : 

768 (a) Students Hho are deficient i n reading by t he end of 

769 grade 3 . 

770 (b) Students ••he fail to meet performance levels required 

771 for promotion consistent >Jith the district school board ' s plan 

772 for student progression required in paragraph (2) (b) . 

773 J.ll+4+ ASSESSMENT AND SUPPORT RENEDIATION . -

774 (a) Each student must participate in the statewide, 

775 standardized assessment program required by s . 1008 . 22 . Each 

776 student who docs not score meet specific levels of performance 

777 on the required assessments as determined by the district school 

778 board or .,,·he scores bela·.,· Level 3 or above on the statewide , 

779 standardized Reading assessment or , upon implementation , the 

780 English Language Arts assessment , or on the stat ewide , 
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781 standardized Mathematics assessment , or assessments i n grades 3 

782 through S and the Algebra I EOC assessment must be evaluated 

783 provided with additional diagnostic assessments to determine the 

784 nature of the student ' s difficulty , the areas of academic need , 

785 and strategies for providing academic supports to improve the 

786 student ' s performance appropriate intervention and instruction 

787 as described in paragraph (b) . In accordance with a district ' s 

788 K-12 comprehensive reading plan under s. 1011 . 62 (9) , the 

789 district school board shall provide intensive instructional and 

790 support services to students identified as having a deficiency 

791 in reading in the following priority : 

792 1 . Students who are deficient in English language arts by 

793 the end of grade 3 . 

794 2 . Students who fail to meet performance levels required 

795 for promotion consistent with the district school board ' s 

796 cri teria for student progression . 

797 (b) The school in ··•hich the student is enrolled must 

798 develop , in consultation ·,dth the student 's parent , and must 

799 implement a progress monitoring plan. A progress monitoring plan 

800 is intended to provide the school district and the school 

801 flexibility in meet i ng the academic needs of the student and to 

802 reduce papenwrlc . A student who is not meeting the school 

803 district or state requirements for satisfactor y per f ormance in 

804 Engl ish language ar t s must profi ciency in reading and 

805 mathematics shall be covered by one of the following plans ~ 

80 6 target instruction and identify ··•ays to improve his or her 
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807 academic achievement : 

808 1 . A federa l ly required student plan such as an individual 

809 education plan ; 

810 2 . A schoolwide system of progress monitoring for all 

811 students ; or 

812 3 . An ind i vidualized progress monitoring plan . 

813 

814 The plan chosen must be designed to assist the student or the 

815 school in meeting state and district cJcpectations for 

816 proficiency . If the student has been identified as having a 

817 deficiency in reading, the K 12 comprehensive reading plan 

818 required by s . 1011 . 62(9) shall include instructional and 

819 support services to be provided to meet the desired levels of 

820 performance . District school boards may require low performing 

821 students to attend remediation programs held before or after 

822 regular school hours or during the summer if transportation is 

823 provided . 

824 (c) Upon subsequent evaluation, if the documented 

825 deficiency has not been remediated , the student may be retained . 

826 Each student who does not meet the minimum performance 

827 cJcpectations defined by the Commissioner of Education for the 

828 statewide assessment tests in reading , writing, science , and 

829 mathematics mus t continue to be provided '•Jith remedial or 

830 supplemental instruction until the eupectations are met or the 

831 student graduates from high school or is not subject to 

832 compulsory school attendance . 
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833 ( 4)~ READING DEFICIENCY AND PARENTAL NOTIFICATION . -

834 (a) Any student who exhibits a substantial deficiency in 

835 reading, based upon locally determined or statewide assessments 

836 conducted in kindergarten or grade 1 , grade 2 , o r grade 3 , or 

837 through teacher observations , must be given intensive reading 

838 instruction i mmedia t ely following the identification of the 

839 reading deficiency . The student ' s reading proficiency must be 

840 monitored and the intensive instruction must continue until the 

841 student demonstrates grade level proficiency in a manner 

842 determined by the district , whi ch may include achieving a level 

8 43 3 on the statewide , standardi zed ELA assessment reassessed by 

8 44 locally determined assessments or through teacher observat i ons 

8 45 a t the beginning of the grade follm<'ing the i ntens i ve readi ng 

8 4 6 instruction . The student must continue to be provided 'dith 

847 intensive reading instruction until the reading deficiency is 

8 4 8 remedi ed . 

849 (b) I f a s tudent ' s reading deficiency is not remedied by 

850 the end of grade 3 , as demonstrated by scoring Level 2 or higher 

8 51 on the s t ateHide , standardized assessment required under s . 

852 1008 . 22 for grade 3 , the student must be retained. 

853 (b)+et The parent of any student who exhibits a 

854 substantial deficiency in r eading, as described in paragraph 

855 (a) , mus t be notified in writing of the following : 

856 1 . Tha t his or her child has b een ident i fied as having a 

857 substant i al deficiency i n reading . 

858 2 . A description of the current services that are provi ded 
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859 to the child . 

860 3 . A description of the intensive instruction proposed 

861 supplemental instructi onal services and supports that will be 

862 provided to the child that are designed to remediate the 

863 identified area of reading deficiency . 

864 4 . That if the child ' s reading deficiency is not 

YEAR 

865 remediated by the end of grade 3 , as demonstrated by meeting one 

866 of the options in paragraph (b) , the child must be retained 

867 unless he or she is exempt from mandatory retention for good 

868 cause . 

869 5 . Strategies for parents to use in helping the ir child 

870 succeed in reading proficiency , including a " Read at Home " plan . 

871 6 . That the statewide , standardi zed English Language Arts 

872 assessment Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test (FCAT) is not 

873 the sole determiner of promotion and that additional options 

874 evaluations, portfolio reviews, and assessments are available to 

875 the child to assist parents and the school district in knowing 

876 when a child is reading at or above grade level and ready for 

877 grade promotion, i ncluding the options available in subparagraph 

878 (b)2 . 

879 7 . The district's specific criteria and policies for a 

880 portfolio as provided in subparagraph (6) (b) 4. and the evidence 

881 required for a student to demonstrate reading ski l ls sufficient 

882 for promotion t o grade 4 mastery of Florida ' s academi c standards 

883 for English Language Arts. A parent of a student in grade 3 who 

884 is i dentified anytime during the year as being at risk of 
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885 retention may request that the school immediately begin 

886 collecting evidence for a portfolio . 

887 7 .~ The district ' s specific criteria and policies for 

888 mi dyear promotion . Midyear promotion means promotion of a 

YEAR 

889 reta ined student at any time during the year of retention once 

890 the student has demonstrated ability to read at grade level . 

891 J2l~ ELIMINATION OF SOCIAL PROMOTION . -

892 (a) No student may be assigned to a grade level based 

893 solely on age or other factors that constitute social promotion . 

894 (b) In order to be promoted to grade 4 , a student must 

895 score a Level 2 or higher on the statewide , standardi zed English 

896 Language Arts assessment requi red under s . 1008 . 22 for grade 3 . 

897 If the student scores a Level 1 , then the student may 

898 demonstra te readi ng ski l ls sufficient for promotion to grade 4 

899 either by : 

900 1 . Demonstrating an acceptable level of performance on an 

901 alternative standardized reading or English Language Arts 

902 assessment approved by the State Board of Education ; or 

903 2 . Demonstrating through a student portfolio that he or 

904 she is performing at l east at Level 2 on the statewi de , 

905 standardized Engl i sh Language Arts assessment . 

906 

907 If a student ' s read i ng deficiency is not remedied by the end of 

908 grade 3 , as demonstrated by scoring Level 2 or higher on the 

909 statewide , standardized assessment required under s . 1008 . 22 f or 

910 grade 3 , the s t udent must be retained . 
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911 ~+Sr The district school board may only exempt students 

912 from mandatory retention , as provi ded in paragraph ill (5) (b), 

913 for good cause . A student who is promoted to grade 4 with a good 

914 cause exemption shall be provided intensive reading instruction 

915 and intervention that include speci alized diagnostic information 

916 and specific reading strategies to meet the needs of each 

917 student so promoted . The school district shall assist schools 

918 and teachers with the implementation of reading strategies ~ 

919 students promoted \vith a good cause eHemption ·,;hich research has 

920 sho~m to be successful in i mproving reading among students · .. ·he 

921 have reading difficulties . Good cause exemptions are limited to 

922 the following : 

923 1 . Limited English proficient students who have had less 

924 than 2 years of instruction in an English for Speakers of Other 

925 Languages program based on the initial date of entry into a 

926 school in the United States . 

927 2 . Students wi th disabilities whose individual education 

928 plan indicates that participation in the statewide assessment 

929 program is not appropriate , consistent with the requirements of 

930 s . 1008 . 212 . 

931 3 . Students ·,:he demonstrate an acceptabl e level of 

932 performance on an alternative standardized readi ng or Engl i sh 

933 Language Arts assessment app r oved by the State Board of 

934 Education. 

935 4. A student r,;ho demons trates through a student portfolio 

936 that he or she is perfo r mi ng at least at Level 2 on the 
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937 state· .. ·ide , standardized Reading assessment or , upon 

938 implementat i on , the English Language Arts assessment . 

939 3 . ~ Students with disabilities who take the statewide , 

940 s tandardized Reading assessment or, upon implementation , the 

941 English Language Arts assessment and who have an individual 

942 education plan or a Section 504 plan that reflects that the 

943 student has received intensive instruction remediation i n 

YEAR 

944 readi ng or English Language Arts for more than 2 years but still 

945 demonstrates a deficiency and was previously retained in 

946 kindergarten , grade 1 , grade 2 , or grade 3 . 

947 4 .~ Students who have received intensive instruction and 

948 supports reading intervention for 2 or more years but st i l l 

949 demons trate a deficiency in reading and who were previously 

950 retained in kindergar t en , grade 1 , grade 2 , or grade 3 for a 

951 total of 2 years . A student may not be re ta ined more than once 

952 in g r ade 3 . 

953 (d) Any decision to promote a s tudent using an alternative 

954 assessment under subparagraph (3) (b)l ., a student portfol i o 

955 under subparagraph (3) (b)2 ., o r a good cause exempt i o n under 

956 paragraph (b) of this subsect ion must be made consistent with 

957 the following : 

958 1 . The student ' s teacher shal l submi t documentation to t he 

959 school principal indi cat i ng that the promotion of the student i s 

960 appropriate and i s based upon the student ' s academic reco rd . In 

961 orde r to minimize paperwork requirements , such documentation 

962 shall consist only of evidence related to the specific good 
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963 cause exemption requested , the student portfolio , or the 

964 alternative assessment , as applicable . 

965 2 . The school principal shall review the recommendation 

966 with the teacher and consult with the student's parent , if 

967 feasible , before determining whether the student should be 

YEAR 

968 promoted or retained . If the school principal determines tha t 

969 the student should be promoted , the school principal shall make 

970 such recommendation in writing to the district school 

971 superintendent . The district school superintendent shall accept 

972 or reject the school principal ' s recommendation in writing . 

973 7 . Students ·.1ho have received intens ive remediation in 

974 reading or Snglish Language Arts for 2 or more years but still 

97 5 demons trate a deficiency and Hho ~•e re previously retained in 

976 kindergarten , grade 1 , grade 2 , or grade 3 for a total of 2 

977 years . Intensive instruction for students so promoted must 

978 include an altered instructional day that includes specialized 

979 diagnosti c information and speeifie reading s trategies for each 

980 student . The district school b oard shall assist schools and 

981 teachers to implement reading strategies that r esearch has shovm 

982 to be successful in improving reading among low performing 

983 readers . 

984 (c) Requests for good cause e >femptions for students from 

985 the mandatory retent ion requirement as described in 

986 subparagraphs (b) 3 . and 4. shall be made consistent ~:ith the 

987 foll m:ing : 

988 1 . Documentation shal l be submitted from the student ' s 
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989 teacher to the school principal that indicates that the 

990 promotion of the student is appropriate and is based upon the 

991 student ' s academic record . In order to minimize paperwork 

992 requirements , such documentation shall consist only of ~the 

993 existing progress monitoring plan , individual educational plan, 

994 if applicable, report card, or student portfolio. 

995 2 . The school principal shall revim< and discuss such the 

996 recommendation '<vith the teacher and make the determination as to 

997 whether the student should be promoted or retained . If the 

998 school principal determines that the student should be promoted , 

999 the school principal shall make such recommendation in ·,;riting 

1000 to the district school superintendent . The district school 

1001 superin tendent shall accept or reject the school principal ' s 

1002 recoffiffiendation in .,.riting . 

1003 

1004 

1005 

1006 

1007 

1008 

1009 

1010 

1011 

1012 

1013 

1014 

~++t SUCCESSFUL PROGRESSION FOR RETAINED THIRD GRADE 

STUDENTS . -

{a) Each school district shall provide students retained 

under the provisions of paragraph (5) (b) wi t h a highly effective 

teacher as determined by the teacher ' s performance evaluation 

under s . 1012 . 34 and intensive instruction and support necessary 

for promotion to the next grade must be provided intensive 

interventions in reading to ameliorate the student ' s specific 

reading defi ciency , as identified by a valid and reliable 

diagnostic assessment . The intensive instruction This intensive 

intervent ion must include effective ins tructional strategies , 

participation in the school district 's summer reading camp , and 
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1015 

1016 

1017 

1018 

1019 

1020 

1021 

1022 

1023 

1024 

1025 

1026 

1027 

1028 

1029 

1030 

1031 

1032 

1033 

1034 

1035 

1036 

1037 

1038 

1039 

1040 
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appropriate teaching methodologies necessary to assist those 

students in becoming successful readers , able to read at or 

above grade level, and ready for promotion to the next grade. 

(b) ~aeh school district shall: 

YEAR 

1 . Provide third grade students who are retained under the 

provisions of paragraph ( 5) (b) ·,Jith intensive instructional 

services and supports to remediate the identified areas of 

reading deficiency, including participation in the school 

district ' s summer reading camp and as required under paragraph 

(a) and a minimum of 90 minutes of dai l y , uninterrupted , 

scientifically research- based reading instruction which includes 

phonemic awareness , phonics , fluency , vocabulary , and 

comprehension~ ana Other strategies may be ident ified in 

prescribed by the school district ' s K- 12 comprehensive reading 

plan under s . 1011 . 62(9),- Hhich may include , but are not limited 

t-e-;-

a. Integration of science and social studies content 

-.oithin the 90 minute block . 

b . Small group instruction . 

e. Reduced teacher student ratios . 

d . More frequent progress monitoring. 

e. Tu t oring or mentoring . 

f . Transition classes containing 3rd and 4th grade 

students . 

g . EJttended school day , Heelc, or year . 

(b) Each school district shall establish at each school , 
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1043 
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1046 

1047 

1048 

1049 

1050 

1051 

1052 

1053 

1054 

1055 

1056 

1057 

1058 

1059 

1060 

1061 

1062 

1063 

1064 

1065 

1066 
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when applicable , an intensive reading acceleration course for 

any student retained in grade 3 who was previously retained in 

kindergarten , grade 1 , or grade 2 . The intensive reading 

acceleration course must provide all instruction and support 

included in the district ' s K-12 comprehensive reading plan as 

requ ired by s . 1011 . 62(9) . In addition , each school district 

shall : 

1 . ~ Provide written notification to the parent of a 

student who is retained under the provisions of paragraph (5) (b) 

that his or her child has not met the proficiency level required 

for promotion and the reasons the child is not eligible for a 

good cause exemption as provided in paragraph (5) (b) (6) (b) . The 

notification must compl y with the provisions of s . 1002 . 20(15) 

and must include a description of proposed interventions and 

supports that will be provided to the child to remediate the 

identified areas of reading deficiency . 

2 .~ Implement a policy for the midyear promotion of a 

retained student who demonstrates satisfactory performance in 

reading and progress sufficient to master next-grade content 

standards based on criteria established by the district school 

board . 

Implement a policy for the midyear promotion of a student 

retained under the provi s ions of paragraph (5) (b) ~~ho can 

demonstrate that he or she is a successful a nd independent 

reader and performing at or above grade l evel in reading or, 

upon implementation of English Language Arts assessments , 
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1067 

1068 

1069 

1070 

1071 

1072 

1073 

1074 

1075 

1076 

1077 

1078 

1079 

1080 

1081 

1 082 

1083 

1084 

1085 

1086 

1087 

1088 

1089 

1090 

1091 

1092 
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performing at or above grade level in English Language Arts . 

Tools that school distr i cts may use in reevaluating a student 

retained may include subsequent assessments , alternative 

assessments , and portfo l io reviev:s, in accordance with rules of 

the State Board of Educat i on . 

4 . Provide students ,,.he are retained under the provisions 

of paragraph ( 5) (b) v:ith a highly effective teacher as 

determined by the teacher ' s performance evaluation under s . 

1012 . 34 . 

5 . Establish at each school , v:hen applicable , an Intensive 

Acceleration Class for retained grade 3 students who 

subsequently score Level 1 on the required statewide , 

standardized assessment identified in s . 1008.22 . The focus of 

the Intensive Accelerat i on Class shall be to increase a child ' s 

reading and English Language Arts skill leve l at least t\JO grade 

levels i n 1 school year . The Intensive Acceleration Class shall : 

a . Be provided to a student in grade 3 v:ho scores Level 1 

on the statev:ide, standardized Reading assessment or , upon 

implementation , the English Language Arts assessment and who v:as 

retained in grade 3 the prior year because of scoring Level 1 . 

b . Have a reduced teacher student ratio. 

c . Provide uninterrupted readi ng instruction for the 

majority of student conta c t time each day and incorporate 

opportunities to master the grade 4 Next Generation Sunshine 

State Standards in other core subject areas . 

d . Use a reading program that is scientifically research 
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based and has proven results in accelerating student reading 

achievement within the same school year . 

YEAR 

e . Provide intensive language and vocabulary instruction 

using a scientifically research based program, including use of 

a speech language therapist . 

J2l+&t ANNUAL REPORT . -

(a) In addition to the requirements in paragraph (5) (b) , 

each district school board must annually report to the parent of 

each student the progress of the student toward achieving state 

and district expectations for proficiency in English language 

arts , reading , writing , science , social studies , and 

mathematics . The district school board must report to the parent 

the student ' s results on each statewide , standardized asse ssment 

~- The evaluation of each student ' s progress must be based 

upon the student ' s classroom work, observations , tests , district 

and state assessments , and other relevant information . Progress 

reporting must be provided to the parent in writing in a format 

adopted by the district school board . 

(b) Each district school board must annually publish on 

the district website and in the local newspaper the following 

information on the prior school year : 

1 . The provisions of this section relating to public 

school student progression and the district school board ' s 

policies and procedures on student retention and promot ion . 

2 . By grade , the number and percentage of all students in 

grades 3 through 10 performing at Levels 1 and 2 on the 
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statewide , standardized English Language Arts assessment reading 

portion of the FGAT . 

3 . By grade , the number and percentage of all students 

retained in kindergarten grades 3 through grade 10 . 

4 . Information on the total number of students who wer e 

promoted for good cause , by each category of good cause as 

specified in paragraph (5} (b) (6) (b) . 

5 . Any revisions to the district school board ' s policies 

and procedures policy on student retention and promotion from 

the pri or year . 

~+S+ RULEMAKING . - The State Board of Education sha l l 

adopt r ules pursuant to ss . 120 . 536(1} a nd 120 . 54 for t h e 

admini stration of thi s section . 

Section 10 . Subsection (3} of section 1008 . 30 , Florida 

Statutes , is amended to read : 

1134 1008 . 30 Common placement testing for public postsecondary 

1135 education . -

1136 (3) The State Boa r d of Education s h a ll adopt rules t ha t 

1137 requ ire high schools to evaluate before t h e beginning of g rade 

1138 12 the college readiness of each student who scores Level 2 or 

1139 Level 3 on grade 10 FGAT Reading or the Engl i sh Language Arts 

1140 assessment under s . 1008 . 22 , as applicable , or Level 2 , Level 3 , 

1141 or Level 4 on the Algebra I assessment under s . 1008 . 22 . High 

1142 sch ools s hall perform this evaluation u sing results from the 

1143 corresponding componen t o f the common p la c ement test pre s cribed 

1144 in this section , or an a l t ernative test i d e n tified by t h e State 
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Board of Education . The high school shall use the results of the 

~est ~o advise the students of any ident~~ied deficiencies and 

to provide 12th grade students, and require them to complete, 

appropriate postsecondary preparatory instruction before high 

school graduation. The curriculum provided under this subsection 

shall be identified in rule by the State Board of Education and 

encompass Florida ' s Postsecondary Readiness Competencies . Other 

elective courses may not be substituted for the selected 

postsecondary mathematics , reading , ~;riting , or English Language 

Arts preparatory course unless the electiv e course covers the 

same competencies included in the postsecondary mathematics , 

read ing, \Jr i ting , or Eng lish Language Arts preparatory course . 

Section 11 . Paragraphs (c) and (d) of subsection (9) of 

section 1011 . 62 , Florida Statutes , are amended to read : 

1011 . 62 Funds for operation of schools . -If the annual 

allocation from the Florida Education Finance Program to each 

district for operation of schools is not determined in the 

annual appropriations act or the substantive bill implement ing 

the annual appropriations act , it shall be determined as 

follows : 

(1) COMPUTATION OF THE BASIC AMOUNT TO BE INCLUDED 

FOR OPERATION . -The following procedure shall be followed in 

determining the annual a l location to each district for 

operation : 

( f ) Supplemental academic instruct ion ; categorical fund . -

1 . There is created a categorical fund to provide 
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supplemental academic instruction to students in kindergarten 

through grade 12 . This paragraph may be cited as the 

" Supplemental Academic Instruction Categorica l Fund ." 

YEAR 

2 . Categorical funds for supplemental academic instruction 

shall be allocated annually to each school district in the 

amount provided in the General Appropriations Act . These funds 

shall be in addition to the funds appropriated o n the basis of 

FTE student membership in the Florida Education Finance Program 

and shall be incl uded in the total potential funds of each 

district . These funds shall be used to provide supplemental 

academic instruction to students enrolled in the K- 12 programL 

which . For the 2014 2015 fiscal year, each school district that 

has one or more of the 300 lovvest performing elementary schools 

based on t h e state reading assessment shall use these funds , 

together ~•i th the funds provided in the district ' s research 

based reading instruction allocation and other available funds , 

to provide an additional hour of instruction beyond the normal 

school day for each day of the entire school year for i ntensive 

reading instruction for the students in e ach o f these schools . 

This addi t ional hour of instruction must be provided by teachers 

or reading specialists \vho are effective in teaching reading or 

by a K 5 mentoring reading program that i s supervised by a 

teacher .oho is effective at teaching reading . Students enrolled 

in these schools \iho have level 5 assessment scores may 

participate in the addi tional hour of instruction on an optional 

basis . E>Hceptional student education centers shall not be 
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included in the 30 0 schools . After thi s requirement has been 

met , supplemental instruction strategi es may include , but are 

not limited to : modified curriculum, reading instruction , after

school instruction , tutoring , mentoring , class size reduction , 

extended school year , intensive skil l s development in summer 

school , and other methods for improving student achievement . 

Supplementa l instruction may be provided to a student in any 

manner and at any time during or beyond the regular 180-day term 

identified by the school as being the most effective and 

efficient way to best help that student progress from grade to 

grade and to g r aduate . 

3 . Effective with the 1999- 2000 fisca l year, funding on 

the basis of FTE membership beyond the 180-day regul ar term 

shall be provided in the FEFP on l y for students enrolled in 

j uveni le justice education programs or in education programs for 

juveniles placed in secure facilities or programs under s . 

985 . 19 . Funding for instruction beyond the regular 180-day 

school year for all other K-12 students shall be provided 

through the supplemental academic instructi on categorical f und 

and other state , federal , and local fund sources with ampl e 

flexibi l ity for schools to provide supplemental instruction to 

assi st students in progressing from grade to grade and 

graduating . 

4 . The Fl orida State Univers i ty School , as a lab school , 

is authorized to e x pend from its FEFP or Lottery Enhancement 

Trust Fund al location the cost to the student of remediation in 
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readin g , writing, or mathematics for any graduate who requires 

remediation at a postsecondary educational institution . 

5 . Beginning in the 1999- 2000 school year , dropout 

prevention programs as defined i n ss . 1003 . 52 , 1003 . 53 ( 1) (a) , 

(b) , and (c) , and 1003 .54 shall be included in group 1 programs 

under subparagraph (d)3 . 

(9) RESEARCH-BASED READING INSTRUCTION ALLOCATION .-

(a) The research-based reading instruction allocation is 

created to provide comprehensive reading instruction to students 

in kindergarten through grade 12 . For the 2014 2015 fiscal year, 

in each school district that has one or more of the 300 lowest 

performing elementary schools based on the state reading 

assessment, priority shall be given to providing an additional 

hour per day of intensive reading instruction beyond the normal 

school day for each day of the entire school year for the 

students in each school . Students enrolled in these schools Hho 

have level 5 assessment scores may partici pate in the additional 

hour of instruction on an optional bas i s. oHceptional student 

education centers shall not be inc l uded in the 300 schools. The 

intensive reading instruct i on delivered in this additional hour 

and for other st udents shall include: research based reading 

instruction that has been proven to accelerate progress of 

students CJthibiting a reading deficiency ; differentiated 

instruction based on student assessment data to meet students ' 

specific reading needs; explicit and systemati c readi ng 

development in phonemic avJarcness , phonics, fluency , vocabulary , 
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and comp r ehension , Hi t h more entensive opportunities for guided 

practice , error correct i on , and feedback ; and the integration of 

social studies , science , and mathematics tent reading , tex t 

discuss ion , and >~riting in response to r e ading . For the 2012 

2013 and 2013 201 4 fiscal years , a school district may not hire 

more r e a ding coaches than >Jere hired during the 2011 2012 fi s c al 

year unless all students in kindergarten through grade 5 \Jh o 

demons t r ate a reading deficiency , as determined by district a nd 

state assessments , including students scoring Level 1 or Level 2 

on the statcvdde , standa r dized reading as s essment or , upon 

implementation , the English Language Arts assessment , are 

provided an additional hour per day of int e nsive reading 

instruction beyond the n ormal school day f or each day of the 

entire school year . 

(b) Funds for comprehensive , research- based reading 

instruction shall be allocated annually to each school district 

in the amount provided in the General Appropriations Act . Each 

eligib le school district shall receive the same minimum amount 

as specified in the General Appropriations Act , and any 

remaining funds shall be distributed to eligible school 

districts based on each school district ' s proportionate share of 

K-12 base funding . 

(c) Funds allocated under this subsection must be used to 

provide a system of comprehensive reading instruction to 

students enrolled in the K-12 programs..:.., Hhi eh 

1 . The system may include the following : 
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a .~ The provision of an additional hour per day of 

intensive reading instruction to students in the ~ lowest

performing elementary schools by teachers and reading 

specialists who are effective in teaching reading . 

YEAR 

b .~ Kindergarten through grade 5 reading intervention 

teachers to provide intensive intervention during the school day 

and in the required extra hour for students identified as having 

a reading deficiency . 

c .~ The provision of highly qualified reading coaches to 

specifically support teachers in making instructional decisions 

based on student data , and improve teacher delivery of effective 

reading instruction , intervention , and read i ng in the content 

areas based on student need . 

d .~ Professional development for school district teachers 

in scientifically based reading instruction , including 

strategies to teach reading in content areas and with an 

emphasis on technical and informational text . 

e .~ The provision of summer reading camps for all 

students in kindergarten through grade 2 who demonstrate a 

reading deficiency as determined by district and state 

assessments , and students in grades 3 through 5 who score at 

Level 1 on the statewide , standardized reading assessment or , 

upon implementation , the English Language Arts assessment . 

f .~ The provision of supplemental instructional materials 

that a r e grounded in scientifically based reading research . 

~+. The provision of intensive interventions for students 
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in kindergarten through grade 12 who have been identified as 

having a reading deficiency or who are reading below grade level 

as determined by the statewide , standardized assessment . 

2 . For students in an intensive reading acceleration 

course under s . 1008 . 25(6) (b) , the system must include the 

following : 

a . The integration of science and social studies content 

in a minimum of a 90-minute block . 

b . Small group instruction . 

c . Reduced teacher- student ratios . 

d . Tutoring or mentoring . 

e . Transition classes containing 3rd and 4th grade 

students . 

f . An extended school day , week , or year . 

g . The use of a reading program that is scientifically 

research- based and has proven results in accelerating student 

reading achievement within the same school year . 

h . Intensive language and vocabulary instruction using a 

scientifically research-based program, including the use of a 

speech- language therapist i f necessary . 

i . A "Read at Home " plan . 

(d) Annually , by a date determined by the Department of 

Education but before May 1 , school districts sha l l submit a K-12 

comprehensive reading plan for the specific use of the research

based reading instruction allocation in the format prescribed by 

the department for review and approval by the Just Read , 
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Florida ! Office created pursuant to s . 1001 . 215 . The plan 

annually submitted by school districts shall be deemed approved 

unless the department rejects the plan on or before June 1 . If a 

school district and the Just Read , Florida! Office cannot reach 

agreement on the contents of the plan , the school district may 

appeal to the State Board of Education for resolution . School 

districts shall be allowed reasonable flexibility in designing 

their plans and shall be encouraged to offer reading 

intervention through innovative methods , including career 

academies . The plan format shall be developed with input from 

school district personnel , including teachers and principals , 

and shall allow course s in core , career , and alternative 

programs that deliver intensive reading remediation through 

integrated curricula , provided that the teacher is deemed highly 

qualified to teach reading or working toward that status . No 

later than July 1 annually , the department shall release the 

school district ' s allocation of appropriated funds to those 

districts having approved plans . A school d istrict that spends 

100 percent of this allocation on its approved plan shall be 

deemed to have been in compliance with the plan . The department 

may withhold funds upon a determination that reading instruction 

alloca tion funds are not being used to implement the approved 

plan . The department shall monitor and track the implementation 

of each dis trict plan , including conducting site visits and 

collec ting specific data on expenditures and reading i mprovement 

results . By February 1 of each year , The department shall 
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regularly report its findings to the State Board of Education 

Legislature . At its first regularly scheduled meeting after 

August 1 of each year , the state board shall review the 

effectiveness of each district plan . 

YEAR 

Section 12 . Section 1012 . 34 , Florida Statutes , is amended 

to read : 

1012 . 34 Personnel evaluation procedures and criteria . 

(1) EVALUATION SYSTEM APPROVAL AND REPORTING . -

(a) For the purpose of increasing student academic 

performance by improving the quality of instructional, 

administrative , and supervisory services in the public schools 

of the state , the district school superintendent shall establ ish 

procedures for evaluating the performance of duties and 

responsibilities of all instructional , administrative , and 

supervisory personnel employed by the school district . The 

district school superintendent shall provide instructional 

personnel the opportunity to review their c lass rosters for 

accuracy and to correct any mistakes . The district school 

superintendent shall report accurate class rosters for the 

purpose of calculating district and statewi de student 

performance and annual ly report the evaluation results of 

instructional personnel and school administrators to the 

Department of Educat ion in addition to t he information required 

under subsect i on (5) . 

(b) The department must approve each school district ' s 

instructional personnel and s chool admi nistrator evaluati on 
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systems . The department shall monitor each district ' s 

implementation of its instruct iona l personnel and school 

administrator evaluation systems for compliance with the 

requirements of this section and s . 1012 . 3401 . 

YEAR 

(c) Annual l y , by February December 1 , the Commissioner of 

Education shall publish on the department ' s website report to 

the Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of 

the House of Representat i ves the approval and implementation 

status of each school district ' s instruct ional personnel and 

school administrator evaluation systems . This information must 

The report shall include~ 

1 . Performance evaluation results for t he prior school 

year for instructional personnel and school administrators using 

the four levels of performance specified in paragraph (2) (e) . 

The performance evaluation results for instructional personnel 

shall be disaggregated by class r oom teachers , as defined in s . 

1012 . 01(2) (a) , excluding substitute teachers , and al l other 

instructiona l personnel, as defined in s . 1012 . 01 (2) (b)- (d) . 

2 . Each The commi ssioner shall include in the report each 

district ' s performance levels performance level standards 

established under subsection ~+++, 

3 . A comparative anal ysis of the district ' s student 

academic performance results and evaluation results us i ng the 

performance levels adopted under subsection (8) . 1 

4 . Data reported under s . 1012 . 341~ , and 

5. The status of any evaluation system revisions requested 
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by a school d i strict pursuant to subsection (6) . 

(2) EVALUATI ON SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS . - The evaluation systems 

for instructional personnel and school administrators must : 

(a) Be designed to support effective instruction and 

student learning growth , and performance evaluation resul ts must 

be used when developing district and school level improvement 

plans . 

(b) Provide appropriate instruments , procedures , timely 

feedback , and criteria for continuous quality improvement of the 

professional skills of instructional personnel and school 

administrators , and performance evaluation results must be used 

when identifying professional development . 

(c) Include a mechanism to examine performance data from 

multiple sources , including opportuni ties for parents to provide 

input into employee performance evaluations when appropriate . 

(d) Ident i fy those teaching fields for which special 

eva l uation procedures and criteria are necessary . 

(e) Differentiate among four levels of performance as 

fol l ows : 

1 . Highly effective . 

2 . Effective . 

3 . Needs improvement or , for i nstructional personnel in 

the first 3 years of employment who need improvement , 

developing . 

4 . Unsatisfactory . 
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The Go!'Al'Rissioner of Education shall consult ·,·ith eHperts , 

instructional personnel , school administrators , and education 

stakeholders in developing the criteria for the performance 

levels . 

YEAR 

(f) Provide for training and monitoring programs tha t a re 

based upon guidelines provided by the department to ensure that 

all individuals with evaluation responsibi l ities understand the 

proper use of the evaluation criteria and procedures . 

(g) Include a process for monitoring and evaluating the 

effective and consistent use of the evaluation criteria by 

employees ·.dth evaluation responsibilities. 

(h ) Include a process for monitoring and evaluat i n g the 

effec t i veness of the s ystem i tself in impr ov ing instruct i on and 

student learning . 

1446 In addition , each district school board may establish a peer 

1447 assistance process . This process may be a part of the regular 

1448 evaluation system or used to assist emp loyees placed on 

1449 performance probation , newly hired classroom teachers , or 

1450 employees who request assistance . 

1451 (3} EVALUATION PROCEDURES AND CRITERIA . -Instructional 

1452 personnel and school administrator performance evaluations must 

1453 be based upon the performance of students assigned to their 

1454 classrooms or school s , as provided in t h i s section . Pursuant to 

1455 this section , a school district ' s perfor mance evaluation sys tem 

1456 is not limited to basing unsatisfactory performance of 
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instructional personnel and school administrators solely upon 

student performance , but may include other cr i teri a approved to 

evaluate instructiona l personnel and school administrators ' 

performance , or any combination of student performance and other 

approved criteria . Evaluation procedures and criteria must 

comply with , but are not l i mited to , the following : 

(a) A performance evaluation must be conducted for each 

employee at least once a year , except that a classroom teacher, 

as def i ned ins . 1012 . 01(2) (a) , excluding substitute teachers , 

who is newl y hired by the district school board must be observed 

and evaluated at least twice in the first year of teaching in 

the school district . The performance evaluation must be based 

upon sound educati ona l principles and contemporary research in 

effective educational practices . The evaluation criteria must 

include : 

1 . Performance of students . - At least one- third 50 percent 

of a performance evaluation must be based upon data and 

indicators of student performance learning grovvth assessed 

annually by statewide assessments or , for subjects and grade 

l evels not measured by statevJide assessments, by school distr i ct 

assessments as provided ins . 1008 . 22(6). ~ach school district 

must use the formula adopted pursuant to paragraph (7) (a) for 

measuring student learning gro\lth in all courses associated with 

stateHide assessments and must select an equally appropriate 

formula for measuring student l earning growth for all other 

grades and subjects , e}ccept as otherwise provided in accordance 
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with subsection (7) . 

a . For classroom teachers, as defined in s. 1012 . 01 ( 2) (a) , 

C}ECluding substitute teachers, the student learning gro~~th This 

portion of the evaluation must include growth or achievement 

data of the teacher ' s students or , for a school administrator , 

the students attending the school for students assigned to the 

teacher over the course of at least 3 years . If less than 3 

years of data are available , the years for which data are 

available must be used . The proportion of growth or achievement 

data may be determined by instructional assignment and the 

percentage of the evaluation based upon student learning groo;th 

may be reduced to not less than 40 percent . 

b . For instructional personnel ·,1ho are not classroom 

teachers , the student learning growth portion of the evaluation 

must include growth data on statewide assessments for students 

ass igned to the instructional personnel over the course of at 

least 3 years, or may include a combination of student learning 

gro~:th data and other measurable student outcomes that are 

specific to the assigned position , provided that the student 

learning gro\:th data accounts for not less than 30 percent of 

the evaluation . If less than 3 years of student gro· .. ·th data are 

available, the years for ·.vhich data are available must be used 

and the percentage of the evaluation based upon student learning 

groHth may be reduced to not less than 20 percent. 

c . For school administrators , the student learning growth 

portion of the evaluation must include gro>Vth data for students 
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assigned to the school over the course of at least 3 years . If 

less than 3 years of data are available , the years for ~Jhich 

data are ava i lable must be used and the percentage of the 

evaluation based upon student learning grovJth may be r educed to 

not less than 40 percent . 

2. Instructional practice .- For instructional personnel, 

at least one- third of the performance evaluation must be based 

upon instructional practice. Evaluation criteria used when 

annually observing classroom teachers , as defined in s . 

1012 . 01(2) (a) , excluding substitute teachers , must include 

indicators based upon each of the Florida Educator Accomplished 

Practices adopted by the State Board of Education . For 

instructional personnel who are not classroom teachers , 

evaluation criteria must be based upon indicators of the Florida 

Educator Accomplished Practices and may include specific job 

expectations related to student support . 

3 . Instructional leadership . -For school administrators , at 

least one- third of the performance evaluation must be based on 

instructional leadership . Evaluation criteria for instructional 

leadership must include indicators based upon each of the 

leadership standards adopted by the State Board of Education 

under s . 1012 . 986 , including performance measures related to the 

e ffectiveness of classroom teachers in the school , the 

administrator ' s appropriate use of evaluation criteria and 

procedures , recruitment and retention of effective and highl y 

effective classroom teachers , improvement in the percentage of 
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instructional personnel evaluated at the highly effective or 

effective level , and other leadership practices that result in 

student learning growth . The system may include a means to give 

parents and instructional personnel an opportunity to provide 

inpu t into the administ r ator ' s performance evaluation . 

4 . Other indicator s of performance Pr ofessional and j ob 

responsibilities . -The remainder of a performance evaluation may 

include , but is not limited to, For inst ructional personnel and 

sehool administrators , other professional and job 

responsibilities must be included as recommended adopted by the 

State Board of Education or identified by the district school 

board and , for instructiona l personnel , peer reviews, 

objectively reliable survey information from students and 

parents based on teaching practices that are consistently 

associated with higher student achievement , and other valid and 

reliable measures of instructional practice . The district school 

board may identify additional professional and job 

respons ibilities . 

(b) All personnel must be fully informed of the criteriaL 

data sources , methodologies , and procedures associated with the 

evaluation process before the evaluation takes place . 

(c) The individual responsible for supervising the 

employee must evaluate the employee ' s performance . The 

evaluation system may provide for the eva luator to consider 

input from other personnel trained under subsection (2) 

paragraph (2) (f) . The evaluator must submit a written report of 
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the eva luation to the district school superintendent for the 

purpose of reviewing the employee ' s contra ct . The evaluator must 

submit the written repor t to the employee no l ater than 10 days 

after the evaluation takes place . The evaluator must discuss the 

written e va l uation repor t with the employee . The employee shall 

have the right to initiate a written response to the evaluation, 

and the response shall become a permanent a ttachment to his or 

her personnel file . 

(d) The evaluator may amend an evaluation based upon 

assess ment data from the current school year if the data becomes 

ava ilable within 90 days after the close of the school year . The 

eva luator must then c omply with the procedure s set forth in 

parag raph (c) . 

(4) NOTIFICATION OF UNSATISFACTORY PERFORMANCE .-If an 

employee who holds a professional service contract as provided 

in s . 1012 . 33 is not performing his or her duties in a 

satisfactory manner , the evaluator shall notify the employee in 

writing of such determination . The notice must describe such 

unsa t isfactory performance and include notice of the fo llowing 

procedural requirements : 

(a) Upon delivery of a notice of unsatisfactory 

performance , the evaluator must confer with the employee who 

holds a professional service contract , make recommendations with 

respect to specific areas of unsatisfactory performance , and 

provide assistance in helping to correct deficiencies within a 

prescribed period of time . 
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(b)1 . The employee who holds a professional service 

contract shall be placed on performance probation and governed 

by the provisions of this section for 90 calendar days following 

the receipt of the notice of unsatisfactory performance to 

demonstrate corrective action . School holidays and school 

vacation periods are not counted when calculating the 90 -

calendar- day period . During the 90 calendar days , the employee 

who holds a professional service contract must be evaluated 

periodically and apprised of progress achieved and must be 

provided assistance and inservice training opportunities to help 

correct the noted performance deficiencies. At any time during 

the 90 calendar days , the employee who holds a professional 

service contract may request a transfer to another appropr i ate 

posi tion with a different supervising administrator ; however , if 

a transfer is granted pursuant toss . 1012 . 27(1) and 1012 . 28(6) , 

it does not extend the period for correcting performance 

deficiencies . 

2 . Within 14 days after the c l ose of the 90 calendar days, 

the evaluator must evaluate whether the performance deficiencies 

have been corrected and forward a recommendation to the district 

school superintendent . Within 14 days after receiving the 

evaluator ' s recommendation , the district school superintendent 

must notify the employee who holds a professional service 

contract in writing whether the performance deficiencies have 

been satisfactori ly corrected and whether the district school 

superintendent will recommend that the d istrict school board 
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continue or terminate his or her employment contract . If the 

employee wishes to contest the district school super intendent ' s 

recommendation, the employee must , within 15 days after receipt 

of the district school superintendent ' s recommendation , submit a 

written request for a hearing . The hearing shall be conducted at 

the d i strict school board ' s electi on in accordance with one of 

the following procedures : 

a . A direct hearing conducted by the d istrict school board 

within 60 days after receipt of the written appeal . The hearing 

shall be conducted in accordance with the provisions of ss. 

120 . 569 and 120 . 57 . A majority vote of the membership of the 

district school board shall be required to sustain the district 

school superintendent ' s recommendation . The determinat i on of the 

d i strict school board shall be f i nal as to the sufficiency or 

insufficiency of the grounds for termination of employment ; or 

b . A hear i ng conducted by an administrative l aw judge 

assigned by the Division of Administrative Hearings of the 

Department of Management Services . The hearing shall be 

conducted within 60 days after receipt of the written appeal in 

accordance with chapter 120 . The recommendation of the 

administrative law judge shall be made to the district school 

board . A majority vote of the membership of the district school 

board shall be required to sustain or change the administrat ive 

l aw judge ' s recommendat ion . The determination of the distr i ct 

school board shall be fina l as to the sufficiency or 

i nsufficiency of the grounds for terminat i on of employment . 
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{5) ADDITIONAL NOTIFICATIONS . -The district school 

superintendent shall annually notify the department of any 

instructional personnel or school administrators who receive two 

consecutive unsatisfactory evaluations . The district school 

superintendent shall also notify the department of any 

instructional personnel or school administ r ators who are given 

written notice by the district of intent to terminate or not 

renew their employment . The department shall conduct an 

investigation to determine whether action shall be taken against 

the certificateholder pursuant to s . 1012 . 795 . 

(6) ANNUAL REVIEW OF AND REVISIONS TO THE SCHOOL DISTRICT 

EVALUATION SYSTEMS . -The district school board shall establ ish a 

procedure for annually reviewing instruct i onal personnel and 

school administrator evaluation systems to determine compliance 

with this section and s . 1012 . 3401 . All substantial revisions to 

an approved system must be reviewed and approved by the district 

school board before being used to evaluate instructional 

personnel or school administrators . Upon request by a school 

district , the department shall provide assistance in deve l opi ng , 

improving , or reviewing an evaluation system . 

{ 7) MEASUREMENT OF STUDENT PERFORMANCE L8ARNH~G GROWTH . 

{a) The Commissioner of Education shall approve a formula 

1661 to measure individual student learning growth on the statewide , 

1662 standa r dized assessments in English Language Arts and 

1663 mathematics administer ed under s . 1008 . 22 . The formula must take 

1664 into consideration each student ' s prior academic performance . 
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The formula must not set different expectations for student 

learning growth based upon a student ' s gender , race , ethni city , 

or socioeconomic status . In the development of the formula , the 

commissioner shall consider other factors such as a student ' s 

attendance record , disability status , or status as an English 

language learner . The commiss i oner may shall select addi tional 

formulas to measure student performance as appropriate for the 

remainder of the statewide , standardized assessments included 

under s . 1008 . 22 and continue to select formulas as new 

assessments are implemented in the state system . After the 

commissioner approves the fo r mula to measure individual student 

l earning growth , the State Board of Education shall adopt these 

formulas in rule . 

{b) Each school district shall measure student learning 

growth us i ng the formulas approved by the commissioner under 

paragraph {a) for courses associated with the statewide , 

standardized assessments administered under s . 1008 . 22 no later 

than the school year i mmediately following the year the formula 

is approved by the commi ssioner . For grades and subjects not 

assessed by statewide , standardi zed assessments but o t herv.i se 

assessed as required under s . 1008 . 22(6) , each school district 

shall measure student performance of students using a 

methodology determined by the district . The department s hall 

provide model s fo r measuring performance of studen ts v.h ich 

s chool districts may adopt . 

(c) For a course that is not measured by a state'a'ide , 
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standardized assessment , a school district may request , through 

the evaluation system approval process , to usc a student ' s 

achievement level rather than student learning growth if 

achievement is demonstrated to be a more appropriate measure of 

classroom teacher performance . A school district may also 

request to use a combinati on of student learning groHth and 

achievement , if appropriate . 

(d) For a course that is not measured by a statewide , 

standardized assessment , a school district may request, through 

the evaluation system approval process , that the performance 

evaluati on for the class r oom teacher ass igned to that course 

include the learning growth of his or her s tudents on one or 

more state~vide , standardiz ed assessments . The request must 

clearly cHplain the rationale supporting the request . 

(c ) For purposes of this section and only for the 2014 

2015 school year , a school district may usc measurable learning 

targets on local assessments administered under s . 1008 . 22(6) to 

evaluate the performance of students portion of a classroom 

teacher ' s evaluation for courses that are not assessed by 

statcHide , standardized assessments. Learning targets must be 

approv ed by the school principa l . A district school 

superintendent may assign to instructional personnel in an 

instructional team the student learning gro>.•th of the 

instructiona l team ' s students on stateHidc assessments. This 

paragraph CHpires July 1 , 2015 . 

(8) RULEMAKING .-The State Board of Education shall adopt 
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rules pursuant to ss . 120 . 536(1) and 120 . 54 which establish 

uniform procedures and format for the s ubmission, review , and 

approval of district evaluation systems and reporting 

requirements for the annual evaluation of instructional 

personnel and school administrators ; specific, discrete 

standards for each performance level required under subsection 

(2) to ensure clear and sufficient differentiation in the 

performance levels and to provide consistency in meaning across 

school districts ; the measurement of student learning growth and 

associated implementation procedures required under subsection 

(7) ; and a process for monitoring school district implementation 

of e valuation systems in accordance with this section . 

Specifically , The rules shall establi sh student performance 

levels that if not met ;:ill result in the employee receiving an 

unsatisfactory performance evaluation rating . In like manner , 

the rules shall establish a student performance level that must 

be met in order for an employee to receive a highly effective 

rating and a student learning gro>:th standard that must be me t 

in order for an employee to receive an effective rating . 

(9) TRANS I TION TO NEW STATEWIDE , STANDARDIZED 

ASSESSMENTS . -Standards for each performance level required under 

subsection (2) shall be established by the State Board of 

Education b eginning with the 2015- 2016 school year. 

(10) DISTRICT BONUS REWARDS FOR PERFORMANCE PAY BASED ON 

EVALUATION PROGRESS . School districts are eligible for bonus 

re><ards as provided for in the 2014 General Appropriations Act 
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17 4 3 fo r ma king outstanding p r ogress to;;ard educator effectiveness , 

1744 includ~ng implementation o: instructional personnel salaries 

1745 based on performance results under s . 1012 . 34 and the use of 

1746 local assessment results in personnel evaluations when 

17 4 7 statC'•< ide , standardized assessments are not administered . 

1748 Section 13 . Section 1012 . 3401 , Florida Statutes , is 
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repealed . 

Section 14 . Subsection (2) of section 1012 . 585 , Florida 

Statutes , is amended to read : 

1012 . 585 Process for renewal of professional 

certificates . -

( 2) (a) All professional certificates, except a 

nonrenewable professional certificate , shall be renewable for 

successive periods not to exceed 5 years after the date of 

submission of documentation of completion of the requirements 

for renewal provided in subsection (3) . Only one renewal may be 

granted during each 5 - year validity period of a professional 

certificate . The Commissioner of Education shall post the 

renewal application and fee requirements on the department ' s 

website . 

(b) A teacher with national certification from the 

National Board for Professional Teaching Standards is deemed to 

meet state renewal requirements for the life of the teacher ' s 

national certificate in the subject shown on the national 

certificate . A complete ren e wal application and fee shall be 

submitted . The Coffiffiissioner of odueation shall notify teachers 
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of the rene· .. ·al applicat ion and fee requirements . 

(c) A teacher employed in a public s chool in the state 

whose s tudent performance meets the standard of highly effective 

based on the performance standards for the student learning 

growth model under s . 1012 . 34(8) for a ny three years during the 

renewal period is deemed to meet state renewal requirements for 

the next renewal period of the professional certificate . A 

teacher who meets the requirements of this paragraph must submit 

a complete renewal application and fee . 

JQl+et If the renewal application form is not received by 

the department or by the employing school district before t he 

expira tion of t he professional cert ificate , the application 

form, application fee , and a late fee must b e submitted before 

July 1 of the year following expiration of the certificate in 

order to renew the professional certificate . 

~+a+ The State Board of Education shall adopt rules to 

allow a 1-year extens ion of the validity period of a 

professional certificate in the event of se rious illness , 

injury, or other extraordinary extenuat ing circumstances of t h e 

applicant. The department shall grant such 1 - year e xtension upon 

writte n request by the applicant or by the district school 

superintendent or the governing authority of a university lab 

school , state-supported s chool , or private school that employs 

the applicant . 

Section 15 . Subsection (1 0) of section 1012 . 98 , Florida 

1794 Statutes, is amended to read : 
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1012 . 98 School Community Professional Deve lopment Act . 

(10) For instructional personnel teachers , managers , and 

administrative personnel who have been evaluated as less than 

effective satisfactory, a distr i ct school board shall require 

participati on in specific profess i onal development programs as 

provided in subparagraph (4) (b)4 . as part of the improvement 

1801 prescription . 

1802 Section 16 . This act shall take effect upon becoming a 

1803 law . 
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