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AGENDA

Higher Education & Workforce Subcommittee
Tuesday, February 17, 2015
1:00 p.m. —3:00 p.m.
102 HOB

Call to Order and Roll Call
Opening Remarks
General Accreditation Overview — Dr. Arthur Keiser

Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges
(SACSCOC) — Dr. Ed Meadow

Council on Occupational Education — Dr. Gary Puckett
Transfer of Credit — Mr. Matthew Bouck

Closing Remarks and Adjournment



Accreditation Overview



*Higher Education
Accreditation

Arthur Keiser Ph.D.
Tallahassee, Florida
February 17, 2015
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UNIVERSITY




*How are College and
Universities Regulated?

*The regulation of Higher Education in the
United State is Deregulated

*The system is based on a triad between the
Federal Government, State Governments and
the independent Accrediting Agencies

*Federal Government

*Higher Education Act of 1965 - Enacted
significant financial support for students

*US Department of Education established in 1970



“How are College and
Universities Regulated?

*NACIQI - Provides recognition to Accrediting
Agencies to act as the Gate Keeper for Student
Financial Aid

*State Government

* Licensure - CIE, SUS, etc.

* Consumer Protection Regulations
* Accreditation

* Voluntary process for Institutions

*Two Types of Agencies: Institutional and Specialize
(Programmatic)

: KEISER

UNIVERSITY




*How are College and
Universities Regulated?

*Institutional Agencies provide access to Federal
Student Aid

* Institutional Agencies that act as a Gatekeeper
must be recognized by NACIQ!




*The Regulatory Triad

Federal
Government

State

Government

Information Accreditation

Sharing
Cooperation
Overlap
Conflicts

Duplication




*Accreditation

*Definition

* "Accreditation in higher education is defined
as a collegial process based on self- and peer
assessment for public accountability and
improvement of academic quality. Peers assess
the quality of an institution or academic

program and assist the faculty and staff in

improvement.




*Accreditation

*An accreditation of an academic program or an entire
institution typically involves three major activities:

* "The faculty, administrators, and staff of the institution or
academic program conduct a self-study using the
accrediting organizations set of expectations about quality
(standards, criteria) as their guide.

* A team of peers, selected by the accrediting organization,
reviews the evidence, visits the campus to interview the
faculty and staff, and writes a report of its assessment
including recommendation to the commission of the
accrediting organization (group of peer faculty and staff,
professionals, and public members).

* "Guided by a set of expectations about quality and
integrity, the commission reviews the evidence and
recommendation, makes a judgment, and communicates
the decision to the institution and other constituencies if
appropriate.

* Council on Higher Education Accreditation




*Accreditation

*Key Components of Accreditation
* Institutional or programmatic
*Self Evaluation is the foundation for Assessment

*Success is measured by the institution meeting its own
objectives within the specific standards of the
accrediting agency

*Requires Institutions to demonstrate continuous
improvement

*Provides independent verification of meeting specific
standards or regulations

UNIVERSITY



* Accreditation

“Key Components of Accreditation:

*Involves total institution in self-
evaluation and planning

*Establishes Criteria for professional
certification and licensure
(programmatic)




*Accreditation

* Accreditation is not:
*Governmental
*A Police Force
*A Good old Boys Club
*A Rubber Stamp
*Easy
*Inexpensive

10




*Accreditation

*Accrediting Agencies
*Institutional
*Regional
*National

*Programmatic

11







, VIWOD
'SIHIV 7SOV “OSHDY

Ik
) SFOVN D13

| ) .
u FoyoI]}D 4' — ¢

VAVYNVD _u T
| A( L 108(01d BUIUQ SUOKEN © |
. o0 ot a

ov

g
-
y,

_
08




12¢ v 109 ' s —Y n {
Accreditation in the United States —

Programmatic
- [ T~ 4

Oriental Medicine | Midwite P’quqmrnnﬂc Healihcare Mgmit Cosmetology
) J | ’ . e AN
Pharmacy Dental 4 ACCfEd"mg N Nursing Ik Art | Design
Vi = AqenCies v [ e - 1
= Family Therapy Dietatics - English Donce

T I I | r I —
Allied Health 8 Occ. Therapy H Sam ple Areas Mazsage Therapy r Music
i ; I | N - .3
Liberal Educ Optamatric H Ancsthesiology Theater

5 I I B  —i i TN

€ 7
\ / [ e \ | L. & .

Law Osteopathic National In Scope L Chirepractic . Teaching

A\ 1 i . I oV

Medicine 1 Physical Ther Not Required for Public Health v, Nursing
M —— T Federal Funding N -~ '
Funeral Scienece Pediatric 1 Maturapathy -
r I I [ | e -~
Vetarinary Psychelogy Forestry Rodiology N
- I ! R e W et ¥ | I i) Y
REH“EUN SLP s Audic-'ov:,;y p::lnr\;n:‘ M:]P’lnh\-l’p: Eel. }
E—— — | p—r—— ] rf L L
Consumer Sci. Construction Rec. & Parlk L Culinary Arts .
g - 1| = " | ! 1 L R . -

Indusivial Tech,

Social Waorl Woman's Health

g

Aviation

MEXICO




*The National Advisory
Committee for Institutional
Quality and Integrity (NACIQI)

*Mandated by the Higher Education Act

*Eighteen Members: Appointees of the US Senate
(6), US House (6), DOE Secretary (6)

* Advisory Responsibility
*Professional Staff

*Recommends recognition to Secretary Designee
for up to a five year period.
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Council Heritage

i

Southwide Conference on Occupational

Education Southern Association of
Colleges and Schools

Commission on Occupational Education
Institutions Southern Association of
Colleges and Schools

Council on Occupational Education
National Institutional Accrediting Agency

Celebrated 40 Years of Service
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COE Core Values

d Trustworthiness

d Transparency
d Accountability
O Commitment
3 Flexibility

d Planning

d Collaboration




Accreditation Standards

Institutional Mission

Educational Programs

Program and Institutional Outcomes
Strategic Planning

Learning Resources

Physical Resources

Financial Resources

Human Resources

Organizational Structure

LD B D 0 d D E B O

Student Services and Activities
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COE Vital Statistics

1579 Member Institutions

JOperating in 38 States in US & 9 Countries Worldwide
JServing over 231,000 full-time equivalent students
J1Over 207 Million Hours of Quality Instruction

19,166 Total Career Program Offerings

JOver 5% of programs offer Associate Degrees

JOver 11% of programs offered through distance
learning



The Commission

O Twenty-member Commission elected by COE institutions
O Represents cross-section of educators and public officials

O Meets twice a year to take action on institutional
accreditation matters

O Executive Committee meets additional two times each year



COE Recognition

Recognized by the

U.S. Department of Education
as a reliable authority
in determining institutional quality.



Benefits of COE Accreditation

(JContinuous Institutional Review and Improvement

1Continuous Programmatic Review and Improvement

J1Continuous Local Industry Review of Occupational
Programs

(JContinuous Reviews against normed National
Standards, as well as Educational and Industry
Standards



Benefits of COE Accreditation (cont.)

——

JProfessional assistance and support is provided
in preparing for the review

JProfessional evaluation from out of state review
teams

JNetworking and sharing of best practices among
other institutions and states

JContinuous review cycle of 2 — 6 years provides
relevance and validity to accreditation process



Florida
Public Technical Colleges

2014 Student Achievement Statistics

COMPLETION PLACEMENT  LICENSURE EXAM
RATE RATE PASS RATE

Florida Public Technical
College Average Benchmarks 79% 80% 87%

COE Minimum Benchmarks 60% 70% 70%

12
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Transfer of Credit

House Higher Education and Workforce
Subcommittee
February 17, 2015

Matthew Bouck, Director Office of Articulation

www.FLDOE.org

© 2014, Florida Department of Education. All Rights Reserved
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Articulation in Florida is a set of dynamic and constantly
evolving, student-focused policies and practices which
facilitate transition between and among education sectors

Florida’s Articulation System

Statewide Leadership

Secondary to Postsecondary
Postsecondary

Statewide Course Numbering System

Process for Course Approvals
Non-Regionally Accredited Institutions

Transfer of Credit System Report
Institutional Policies for Transfer of Credit

www.FLDOE.org

© 2014, Florida Department of Education. All Rights Reserved.
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Why is Transfer Credit Important?

Students initially entering the Florida College System (FCS) or State
University System (SUS) as a first time student (no prior postsecondary
experience) or as a transfer student (with postsecondary credit)

First Time Student Transfer Student

FCS 68,722 118,115
SUS 25,058 113,615

FCS 25,349 114,579
SUS 1,603 110,587

Source: DOE Education Data Warehouse
www.FLDOE.org 3

© 2014, Florida Department of Education. All Rights Reserved.
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Florida’s Articulation System
Statewide Leadership

Higher Education Coordinating Council

* Established to identify unmet needs and facilitate solutions to disputes
regarding degree programs and campuses

* Recommendations focus on a seamless educational system, consistent policies
across systems, improved articulation and maximum access

* Members represent the SUS, FCS, SBE, nonpublic postsecondary institutions and
industry

Articulation Coordinating Committee

* Established to provide a forum for discussing and monitoring Florida’s
articulation system

 Members represent the SUS, FCS, public schools, independent postsecondary
institutions, career and technical education and students

www.FLDOE.org 4

= © 2014, Florida Department of Education. All Rights Reserved.
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Florida’s Articulation System
Secondary to Postsecondary

Student Advising and Success

* Postsecondary Readiness Assessments (PERT, SAT or ACT)

* College and career readiness instruction for high school students
* Developmental education reform

* Meta-major academic pathways for entering students

Acceleration Mechanisms
* Postsecondary credit via examinations (AP, IB and AICE)
* Dual Enrollment

Resources

* Course Code Directory

* Counseling for Future Education Handbook
* Performance on Common Placements Tests
* High School Feedback Report

www.FLDOE.org

= — — © 2014, Florida Department of Education. All Rights Reserved.
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Florida’s Articulation System
Postsecondary

2+2 Articulation

* AArequirements: General Education and Core | Gordon Rule | Foreign Language
Competency | Transfer Program/Institution of Interest

* Common Program Prerequisites

* 2+2 Guarantee for AA Graduates

* 2+2 Articulation Agreements with Private Colleges and Universities

Alternative Ways of Earning Credit

* Credit Awarded for Qualifying Scores on Examinations

* Articulation Agreements: Industry Certification to AAS/AS | PSAV-AAS/AS | AS-BS
* Credit for Online Courses

Implementing Programs
» Statewide Course Numbering System
* Common Electronic Transcript (via FASTER System)

www.FLDOE.org

= E— ® 2014, Florida Department of Education. All Rights Reserved.
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Statewide Course Numbering System

To facilitate the transfer of credit among participating institutions — state
universities, Florida College System institutions, career and technical education

centers and eligible nonpublic institutions (8 regionally accredited, 29 nationally
accredited)

_ SCNS
» Course approved at

institution

¢ Course number
assignment based on

eContent and faculty content and faculty

review
Postsecondary | Faculty
Institution Coordinator

Students who complete edﬁ_"i‘\:?"‘éﬂ_ént courses (those with the same course number)
are guaranteed transfer credit at the receiving institution. The course will meet all
institution requirements as though taken as a native student

www.FLDOE.org

© 2014, Florida Department of Education. All Rights Reserved.
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Statewide Course Numbering System
Non-Regionally Accredited Institution Faculty Review

e Academic Transfer

e At least a master’s degree in the teaching discipline or master’s
degree with a minimum of 18 graduate semester hours in the
teaching discipline

s Occupational-Level Transfer

* Bachelor’s degree in the teaching discipline, or associate’s degree
and demonstrated competencies in the teaching discipline

e Not for Transfer

e Faculty do not meet minimum standards

www.FLDOE.org

© 2014, Florida Department of Education. All Rights Reserved.



FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCAITTOIN
fldoe.org

Statewide Course Numbering System -
Course Equivalencies

Approximately 111,000 active course numbers
(Developmental Education, PSAV, Undergraduate and Graduate)

Undergraduate Percent | Lower Level | Percent
SCNS Institutions Courses Equated* Courses Equated*
Regionally Accredited 65,711 33,297

Nationally Accredited 3,301 19 2,266 25

*Equated to at least one other institution course for guaranteed transfer

www.FLDOE.org

© 2014, Florida Department of Education. All Rights Reserved. —
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Transfer of Credit System

In 2014 the Articulation Coordinating Committee was
directed to:

Make recommendations regarding the cost and requirements to
develop and implement an online system for collecting and
analyzing data regarding requests for transfer of credit by
postsecondary education students. The online system, at a
minimum, must collect information regarding the total number of
credit transfer requests denied and the reason for each denial.
Recommendations shall be reported to the President of the Senate
and the Speaker of the House of Representatives on or before
January 31, 2015.

Section 1007.01(3)(i), Florida Statutes

www.FLDOE.org 10
— © 2014, Florida Department of Education. All Rights Reserved. —
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Transfer of Credit Policies

Joint Statement on the Transfer and Award of Credit developed by the American Association
of Collegiate Registrars and Admissions Officers, American Council on Education and the
Council for Higher Education Accreditation. These guidelines address:

* Institution accreditation;

* Transparency, accountability and innovation in credit transfer policies;

» Acceptance of credit for admissions purposes vs. the applicability of credit for degree

purposes;

* Credit from foreign institutions; and

* Evaluation of experiential credit.
“...each institution is responsible for determining its own policies and practices with regard to
the transfer, acceptance, and award of credit...[s]uch policies and procedures should provide
maximum consideration for the individual student who has changed institutions or objectives.”

Transfer of Academic Credit, a policy statement by the Southern Association of Colleges and
Schools Commission on Colleges, “...encourages its member institutions to review their transfer
policies and procedures with a view toward making transfer of credit easier for students while
continuing to honor their obligation to maintain academic quality and integrity.”

www.FLDOE.org 11

- — © 2014, Florida Department of Education. All Rights Reserved. ——————
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Credit Not Acceptable for
Admissions Purposes

The credit earned is from non-SCNS institution whose
accreditation standards are not acceptable for course
transfer.

The credit earned is deemed not acceptable, which may
include developmental, vocational, applied academics
for adult education, institutional credit or falls outside
of recency of credit policies.

The credit earned is from an invalid examination
mechanism for award of credit, duplicates credit already
awarded, or does not meet minimum qualifying scores
Credit is experiential that is not appropriate for transfer,
which may include an invalid mechanism (SAT, GED,
etc.), is not appropriate based on an evaluation, has no
American Council on Education recommendation, or
exceeds maximum transfer level.

Credit record from course without final passing grade.
Credit is on an invalid transcript, an unevaluated foreign
transcript or the transcript has not been submitted for
that credit earned.

Credit would exceed maximum levels for credit-in-
residence requirements.

Credit not completed through approved transient
student process.

www.FLDOE.org
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Credit Not Applicable

to a Program

* Credit does not apply to the desired
program requirements--the source
of the credit may be experiential,
examination or an actual completed
course.

* The grade for the course is not
considered a passing score to satisfy
program requirements.

* Credit exceeds maximum allowances
for transfer to the program.

Source: Summarized from institution
transfer of credit policies
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Articulation Coordinating Committee
Recommendation

The Legislature should provide for a pilot study involving selected Florida
College System institutions and State University System institutions to
verify the reasons for denial of credit established in this document and
report on the reasons for variations in policies across institutions. The
study will include transcript analyses to determine the amount of credit
not acceptable for admissions purposes and credit not applicable to the
intended degree program. The study should also include the amount of
credit that is accepted and the credit applied to a degree program at the
pilot institutions.

www.FLDOE.org
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