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Phase 1 and 2 Approved MMTCs by Region

7

HEALTH 

Approved Medical Marijuana Treatment Centers 

Trulieve-Gadsden County 

CHT Medical-Alachua County 
The Green Solution-Alachua County 
Loop's-Duval County 

Knox Medical-Orange County 
GrowHealthy-Polk County 
Treadwell Nursery-Lake County 

3 Boys-Hillsborough County 
Plants of Ruskin-Hillsborough County 
Surterra Therapeutics-Hillsborough County 
Sun Bulb Company-Hillsborough County 

Modern Health Concepts-Miami-Dade County 
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lu
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p
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n
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–
R

e
q
u
e
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Q

u
o
te

s
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s
s
u
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 s
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 c
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n
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y
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e
v
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w
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g
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u
o
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s
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c
e
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d
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•
D

O
H
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 c
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n
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y
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e
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o
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a
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n
g
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h
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n
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u
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u
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h
e
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a
ti
e
n
t 
a
n
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 c

a
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g
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e
r 
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e

n
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c
a
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o
n
 c
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g
ra

m
. 

•
D

O
H
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a
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 d

e
v
e
lo

p
e

d
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n
 R

e
q
u
e
s
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fo
r 

P
ro
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o
s
a
ls

 f
o
r 
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e
 s
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te

w
id

e
 s

e
e
d

-t
o
-s

a
le

 

tr
a

c
k
in

g
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y
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te

m
. 

9



M
M

T
C

 R
u

le
s
 a

n
d

 R
e

g
u

la
ti

o
n

s
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h

e
 d
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rt

m
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h

e
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ro
c
e

s
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d

e
v
e

lo
p
in

g
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u
le

s
 f
o

r:

•
P

e
s
ti
c
id

e
 u

s
e
 

•
F

in
e

 a
n
d
 f

e
e
 c

o
lle

c
ti
o
n
 

•
L

a
b
e
lin

g
 a

n
d
 p

a
c
k
a
g
in

g
 s

ta
n
d
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rd

s
 

•
E

d
ib

le
 s

ta
n
d
a
rd

s
 

•
D

o
s
in

g
 g

u
id

e
lin

e
s
 

•
T
e

s
ti
n
g
 l
a
b
o
ra

to
ry

 C
e
rt

if
ic

a
ti
o
n
 

1
0



Q
u

a
li

fi
e

d
 P

h
y
s
ic

ia
n

 R
e

q
u

ir
e

m
e

n
ts

•
O

n
ly

 a
 q

u
a

lif
ie

d
 p

h
y
s
ic

ia
n

 m
a

y
 i
s
s
u

e
 a

 c
e

rt
if
ic

a
ti
o

n
 f

o
r 

lo
w

-T
H

C
 c

a
n

n
a

b
is

 a
n

d
 m

e
d

ic
a

l 

m
a
ri
ju

a
n

a
 f

o
r 

p
a
ti
e

n
ts

. 
 1

,0
4

7
 q

u
a
lif

ie
d
 p

h
y
s
ic

ia
n
s
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re
 c

u
rr

e
n

tl
y
 r

e
g

is
te

re
d
 w

it
h
 D

O
H

. 

•
T
o
 b

e
 a

 q
u
a

lif
ie

d
 p

h
y
s
ic

ia
n
, 

a
 d

o
c
to

r 
m

u
s
t:

•
H

a
v
e
 a

 c
le

a
r/

a
c
ti
v
e
 l
ic

e
n
s
e
 a

s
 a

 m
e
d
ic

a
l 
o
r 

o
s
te

o
p
a
th

ic
 p

h
y
s
ic

ia
n
 (

c
h
.
4
5
8
 a

n
d
 4

5
9

, 
F
.S

.)

•
C

o
m

p
le

te
 a

 c
o

u
rs

e
 a

n
d

 e
x
a

m
in

a
ti
o

n
 p

ro
v
id

e
d

 b
y
 t
h

e
 F

lo
ri
d

a
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e
d

ic
a

l A
s
s
o

c
ia

ti
o

n
 o

r 
th

e
 

F
lo

ri
d

a
 O

s
te

o
p

a
th

ic
 M

e
d

ic
a

l A
s
s
o

c
ia

ti
o

n
.

•
T
o
 i
s
s
u
e
 a

 c
e

rt
if
ic

a
ti
o
n
, 
a
 q

u
a
lif

ie
d
 p

h
y
s
ic

ia
n
 m

u
s
t:

•
C

o
n

d
u

c
t 
a

 p
h

y
s
ic

a
l 
e

x
a

m
in

a
ti
o

n
 w

h
ile

 p
h

y
s
ic

a
lly

 p
re

s
e

n
t 
in

 t
h

e
 s

a
m

e
 r

o
o

m
 a

s
 t
h

e
 p

a
ti
e

n
t 

a
n

d
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s
s
e

s
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h

e
 p

a
ti
e

n
t’
s
 m

e
d

ic
a

l 
h
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.

•
D
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g
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o

s
e

 t
h

e
 p

a
ti
e

n
t 
w

it
h

 a
 q

u
a

lif
y
in

g
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e
d

ic
a

l 
c
o

n
d

it
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n

•
D

e
te

rm
in

e
 t
h

a
t 
th

e
 b

e
n

e
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f 
m

e
d

ic
a

l 
m

a
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ju

a
n

a
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o
u

ld
 l
ik

e
ly
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u
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e

ig
h

 t
h

e
 p

o
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n
ti
a

l 
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s
k
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o

r 
th

e
 p

a
ti
e

n
t,
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n
d
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e

c
o

rd
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h
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 d

e
te

rm
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a
ti
o

n
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 p
a

ti
e

n
t 
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 u
n

d
e

r 
a

g
e

1
8
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a

 s
e
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o

n
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p
h

y
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 m
u

s
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a

g
re
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n
d

 r
e

c
o
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h

e
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y
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•
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 c
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u
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h
y
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 m
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e
te
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e
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 p
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e
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 p
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n
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 r
e
c
o
rd

 i
t.
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p
h
y
s
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n
 c
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a
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o
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x
c
e
p

t 
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w
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H
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 c
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n
n
a

b
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 p

a
ti
e

n
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w
h
o
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s
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re
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n
a

n
t.

•
R

e
v
ie

w
 t

h
e
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a

ti
e

n
t’
s
 c

o
n

tr
o
lle

d
 d

ru
g

 p
re

s
c
ri
p

ti
o

n
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n
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h
e

 P
re

s
c
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o

n
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ru
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M
o
n
it
o
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n
g
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ro
g
ra

m
 d

a
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a
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•
R

e
v
ie
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e

 M
e
d
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a
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M

a
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n

a
 U
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e

 R
e
g
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tr
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n
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 c
o

n
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h
a
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e
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n
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d
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h
a
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y
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 c
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 p
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 r
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 p
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h
y
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 c
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n
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rm
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h
e
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e
g
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d
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g
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h
e
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u
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y
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n
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n
, 
d
o
s
a

g
e
, 

a
m

o
u
n

t 
a
n
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 f
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p
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 d
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 p
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R
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 c
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 c
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 b
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u
a
lif

ie
d
 p

a
ti
e
n
t,

 a
 p
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 d
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 p
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 p
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s
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p
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•
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 p
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 p
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e

q
u

ir
e

m
e

n
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 f
o
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C

a
re

g
iv

e
r
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O
n
ly
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e
g
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d
 c

a
re

g
iv

e
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a
y
 o

b
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in
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n
d
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d
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L
o
w
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 c
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n
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n
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lif
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 p
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e
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o
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u

a
lif

y
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s
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 c
a
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g

iv
e

r,
 a

 p
e
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o

n
 m

u
s
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•
B
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1
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e
a
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w
it
h

 c
e

rt
a
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x
c
e

p
ti
o

n
s
)

•
P

a
s
s
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a

c
k
g
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u

n
d
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h

e
c
k
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w
it
h

 c
e
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a

in
 e

x
c
e

p
ti
o

n
s
)

•
C

o
m

p
le

te
 a

 c
o

u
rs

e
 a

n
d

 e
x
a

m
in

a
ti
o

n
 p

ro
v
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e
d

 b
y
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O
H
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w

h
e

n
 a

v
a

ila
b

le

T
o

 o
b

ta
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 a
n

d
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s
s
is

t 
q

u
a

lif
ie

d
 p

a
ti
e

n
ts

, 
a

 c
a

re
g

iv
e

r 
m

u
s
t:

•
O

n
ly

 t
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n
s
fe

r 
p

ro
d

u
c
t 
to
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u

a
lif

ie
d

 p
a

ti
e

n
ts

•
N

o
t 
u

s
e

 a
 p

a
ti
e

n
t’
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 m

e
d

ic
a

l 
m

a
ri
ju

a
n

a

•
N

o
t 
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d
m
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r 

m
e
d
ic

a
l 
m

a
ri
ju

a
n
a
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n
 p

ro
h
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it
e
d
 p

la
c
e
s

•
A

s
s
is
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o

n
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n

e
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u
a

lif
ie

d
 p

a
ti
e

n
t 
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it
h

 c
e
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a

in
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x
c
e

p
ti
o

n
s
)

•
N

o
t 
re

c
e

iv
e

 c
o

m
p

e
n

s
a
ti
o

n

•
H

a
v
e

 t
h

e
 c

a
re

g
iv

e
r 
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 c

a
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 i
n
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m

m
e

d
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te
 p

o
s
s
e

s
s
io

n
 a

t 
a

ll 
ti
m

e
s
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h
e
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 p
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s
s
e

s
s
in

g
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d

e
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g
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n
ti

fi
c

a
ti

o
n
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a

r
d

s
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e

n
ti
fi
c
a

ti
o

n
 c

a
rd

 s
ta

tu
to
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 r

e
q

u
ir

e
m

e
n

ts
:

•
M

u
s
t 
b

e
 r

e
n

e
w

e
d

 a
n

n
u

a
lly

•
M

u
s
t 
b

e
 r

e
s
is

ta
n

t 
to

 c
o

u
n

te
rf

e
it
in

g
 a

n
d

 t
a

m
p

e
ri
n

g

•
M

u
s
t 
in

c
lu

d
e

: 

•
T

h
e

 n
a

m
e

, 
a

d
d

re
s
s
, 

a
n

d
 d

a
te

 o
f 

b
ir
th

 o
f 

th
e

 q
u

a
lif

ie
d

 p
a

ti
e

n
t 

o
r 

c
a

re
g

iv
e

r.

•
A

 f
u
ll-

fa
c
e
, 
p
a
s
s
p
o
rt

-t
y
p
e
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c
o
lo

r 
p
h
o
to

g
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p
h
 o

f 
th

e
 q

u
a
lif

ie
d
 p

a
ti
e
n
t 

o
r 

c
a
re

g
iv

e
r 

ta
k
e
n
 w

it
h
in

 t
h
e
 9

0
 d

a
y
s
 i
m

m
e
d
ia

te
ly

 

p
re

c
e
d

in
g
 r

e
g
is

tr
a
ti
o
n
 o

r 
th

e
 F
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ri

d
a
 d

ri
v
e
r 

lic
e
n
s
e
 o

r 
F

lo
ri

d
a
 i
d
e
n
ti
fi
c
a
ti
o
n
 c

a
rd

 p
h
o
to

g
ra

p
h
 o

f 
th

e
 q

u
a
lif

ie
d
 p

a
ti
e
n
t 

o
r 

c
a
re

g
iv

e
r 

o
b
ta

in
e
d
 d

ir
e
c
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y
 f

ro
m

 t
h
e
 D

e
p
a
rt

m
e
n
t 

o
f 

H
ig

h
w

a
y
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a
fe

ty
 a

n
d
 M

o
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r 
V

e
h
ic

le
s
.

•
T

h
e
 e

x
p
ir

a
ti
o
n
 d

a
te

 o
f 

th
e
 i
d
e
n
ti
fi
c
a
ti
o
n
 c

a
rd

.

•
D

O
H
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a
s
 r

e
le

a
s
e
d
 a

n
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T

N
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a
n
d
 i
s
 c

u
rr

e
n
tl
y
 i
n
 n

e
g
o
ti
a
ti
o
n
s
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o
 o

u
ts

o
u
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e
 t
h
e
 p

ro
d
u
c
ti
o
n
 o

f 
c
a
rd

s
, 
a
s
 

d
ir
e

c
te

d
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y
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B
 8

-A
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a
c
h

 q
u

a
lif

ie
d

 p
a

ti
e

n
t 
m

u
s
t 
h

a
v
e

 a
n

 a
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p
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e

d
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p
p
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 p
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o
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 f
ill
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g
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n
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C

•
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h
e

 c
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e

n
t 
p
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c
e
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e
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o

r 
id
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c
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 c
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 d
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M
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 c
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 d
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b

m
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 p
a

s
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le
 p
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a
y
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n

o
t 
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n
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d
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a

p
p
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n
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u
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d
u

c
a
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n

E
d

u
c
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o

n
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a
m

p
a
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n
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e

q
u
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e
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:
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 l
e
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a
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re

q
u
ir

e
m

e
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Mlulon: 
To protect. JIIOIIl(Re & Improve the health 
of all people In Florida through Integrated 
slate, coonty & community efforts. 

HEALTH 
VIsion: To be the Hlllllillt Sllta In fle Natioo 

Celeete Philip, MD, MPH 
Surgeon General and Secrelary 

September 29, 2017 

The Honorable Travis Cummings 
Chair, House Health and Human Services Committee 
214 House Office Building 
402 South Monroe Street 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1100 

Dear Chair Cummings: 

During a special session called earlier this year, the Florida Legislature passed Senate Bill 8-A (2017). 
SB 8-A went into effect on June 23, 2017, and represents a significant step forward in implementing 
Article X Section 29 of the Florida Constitution. It includes several requirements that the Office of 
Medical Marijuana Use (OMMU) has diligently worked to implement. 

One key objective the OMMU continues to work toward completing is the issuance of five additional 
licenses through a competitive licensure process. The issuance of fJVe, merit-based Medical Marijuana 
Treatment Center (MMTC) licenses by October 3, 2017, was an extraordinarily challenging timeline. 

This is especially true considering the Department of Health has recently been served with a lawsuit 
challenging the constitutionality of the statutory requirement to reserve a license for a Pigford class 
litigant who is also a member of the Florida Chapter of the Black Farmers and Agriculturalists 
Association. In addition, response and recovery efforts related to Hurricane Irma necessitated the 
mobilization of all available Department assets for almost two weeks. 

In light ofthe above, the OMMU will not be issuing five additional MMTC licenses by October 3, 2017. 
The OMMU is aware of its important role in continuing to move this process forward to provide patient 
access as quickly and safely as possible. However, recent history has emphasized the importance of 
getting the MMTC licensure process right the first time. The low-THC marijuana licensing selection in 
2015 resulted in 13 administrative challenges, two of which the Department continues to litigate. 

The OMMU has issued rules for the MMTC license application process. We believe the current 
process, which includes the use of blind grading, subject matter expert evaluators, and more efficient 
calls for information, will allow for an open and straightforward process. Even without any regulatory 
challenges, the OMMU must afford sufficient time for respondents to complete applications, for staff to 
assess each application for sufficiency, and for reviewers to read, evaluate, and score all completed 
applications. 

The lawsuit filed last week, Smith v. Department of Health, Case No. 2017 -CA 001972, includes a claim 
for injunctive relief, asking the court to stop the OMMU from issuing a license to a Pigford class litigant 
during the challenge. As the application process for the Pigford class litigant license is intertwined with 
the application process for general licensure, the Department is obligated to let the court rule on the 
claim for injunctive relief prior to accepting and scoring any applications. To move forward under these 

flortdll DepllrtlnMt of H-lth 
orne:. of lhdlcal Mwljuana U• 
4052 Bald Cypress Wr11, Bin A-00 • T~. FL 32399-1701 
PHONE: 8501245-4479 
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The Honorable Travis Cummings 
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September 29,2017 

circumstances would potentially disenfranchise other Pigford class litigant applicants and deplete state 
resources dedicated to the careful and thoughtful expert evaluation of all MMTC applications. The 
Department is working with the Plaintiff in the Smith suit to expedite the process and bring resolution to 
this issue as quickly as possible. 

During the past 13 weeks, the OMMU has worked diligently to implement Senate BillS-A (2017). The 
OMMU has: 

• Granted seven Medical Marijuana Treatment Center (MMTC) licenses to existing Dispensing 
Organizations. 

• Approved five new MMTCs and commenced cultivation authorization inspections. 
• Issued a Request for Quotes (RFQ) related to MMTC application grading. 
• Established an OMMU organizational structure for 28 initial FTEs as well as the 27 FTEs held in 

reserve by SB-BA. 
• Developed position descriptions, class codes and pay bands for each new OMMU position. 
• Assembled screening and interview teams that have begun establishing positions and hiring 

candidates. 
• Developed a Request for Proposal (RFP) for Statewide Seed-to-Sale Tracking. 
• Developed and issued an Invitation to Negotiate (ITN) for Medical Marijuana Identification Card 

outsourcing and commenced negotiations with vendors. 
• Engaged Moffitt Cancer Center regarding their requirements under SB 8-A and is currently 

working toward finalizing an agreement with the organization. 
• Established a contract with the University of Florida to fulfill the research requirement for the 

education component of SB 8-A. 

The Department and the OMMU will continue to faithfully implement SB 8-A and Article X Section 29 of 
the Florida Constitution. We remain committed to moving this process forward, and will do so in an 
expedient and thoughtful manner. 

cc: The Honorable Joe Negron 
The Honorable Richard Corcoran 
The Honorable Rob Bradley 
The Honorable Ray Rodrigues 
Ms. Sandra Stovall 
Ms. Christa Calamas 

Christian Bax 
Director 
Office of Medical Marijuana Use 
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